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The Venus surface panoramas were first obtained
in the period of 1975—1982 using the Soviet vehicles
Venera-9, -10, -13, and -14 and panoramic television
cameras installed on them (the developments of the
RSRISIM) (Selivanov et al., 1976; 1983). Their pro-
cessing and study enabled a realistic view of the surface
of the nearest planet. Although the experiments were
notable for extreme technical complexity (Selivanov
et al., 1979), their performance was entirely success-
ful. However, the scientific aspect of the results were
studied insufficiently deeply in the earlier published
articles. In addition, the scientific publications pro-
cessed and used only a part of the panoramas, and a
significant number remained unstudied. The results of
their systematic study have been presented and par-
tially published only now (Ksanfomality, 2012), 30 and
37 years after the event. In the new work, L.V. Ksanfo-
mality has considered anew the materials obtained
from Venera-9 in 1975, which has enabled him to dis-
tinguish interesting objects that are believed, by the
author, to be possibly related to the existence of spe-
cific forms of life under high-temperature conditions.
This subject is relevant, not only in connection with
new suppositions about possible forms of life not based
on carbon and liquid water (Jones, 2007), but also to
the discovery of a specific class of extra-solar planets.
The possibility of the existence of life under conditions
that are analogous to moderately high temperatures
(735 K) and the oxygen-free CO,-atmosphere of
Venus was repeatedly considered in the literature cited
in the work discussed. The authors came to the con-
clusion that it was not impossible to meet life on
Venus, for example, in microbiological forms. The
possibility of life that evolved from the early stage of
planetary history under changing conditions is also
considered. Although the temperature range of 725—
755 K near the planetary surface is sure to be unac-
ceptable for terrestrial forms of life, thermodynami-
cally it is no worse than terrestrial conditions. The
author points out that although the properties of the
environment and acting chemical agents are not
known, they have never been searched for.

Thanks to new computer processing of the Venera-9
data, the clarity of the images was successfully
improved. The methods and quality of processing used
by L.V. Ksanfomality do not call for comments. The
results obtained 37 years ago have acquired new prop-
erties. We believe that, in the absence of new similar
missions to Venus, the data presented in the article
show that the scientific significance of the results
achieved in the television experiments of the Venus
missions has not yet been exhausted.

The absence of any suppositions about the physi-
cal-chemical nature of a hypothetical liquid medium
(section 5) can be regarded as a disadvantage of the
work, although the search for the answer to this ques-
tion will probably prove to be very difficult.

L.V. Ksanfomality noted in the article that we, as
the authors of the television experiment, should be
proud of the fact that, not only has anybody managed
to repeat it for almost four decades, but also that its
scientific value has persisted so long.
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