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YURI BALEGA, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE ASTROPHYSICAL
BULLETIN, CELEBRATES HIS 65th ANNIVERSARY
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Yury Balega is a well-known scientist in the global astronomical community famous for his works in the

field of high-angular resolution imaging and speckle interferometry, an acknowledged expert in development
of new methods of astronomical observations, and also as an outstanding science entrepreneur.

From 1975 he started working at the Special Astrophysical Observatory of Russian Academy of Sciences
simultaneously with the commissioning of the 6-m BTA optical telescope, the largest telescope in the world at
that time. Since 1991 he leads the Laboratory of High Angular Resolution Methods in Astronomy. From 1993
to 2015 Yury Balega was the Director of the Special Astrophysical Observatory and later became its Scientific
Director. In September 2017 Yury Balega, the full member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, was elected
the Vice President of the Academy.

Yury Balega is an author of more than 300 scientific papers. A new research direction—the reconstruction
of the images of stars disturbed by atmospheric turbulence—was developed and applied in observations under
his leadership. Implementation of the speckle interferometry method made it possible to increase the angular
resolution of the 6-m telescope by a factor of two—up to 0 .′′02. A large number of world-class astronomical
results were obtained by Yury Balega and his colleagues: the fundamental parameters of multiple stellar
systems with very massive components and low-mass components including brown dwarfs were determined;
structures of circumstellar envelopes around young stellar objects and stars in the late stages of evolution were
studied; models of the systems were built. The orbital motion parameters of hundreds of multiple systems of
different spectral classes were determined in collaboration with foreign colleagues.

Today, under the leadership of Yury Balega, the work continues on modernization of the 6-m telescope:
repolishing the main mirror of the 6-m telescope, implementation of the modern light detectors, and developing
new observational techniques such as near-IR range detection.

Yury Balega is the laureate of USSR State Award, Russian Federation State Award in the field of Science
and Technology, awarded A. A. Belopolsky Prize. He is honored by a number of State Awards: Medal of Honour
For Labour Valour, Order of Honour, the II range Medal of Honour For Services To Motherland—for excellent
scientific and organizational work.

Since 1994 Yury Balega is the Editor-In-Chief of the Astrophysical Bulletin. Today Astrophysical Bulletin
is one of the leading Russian astronomical journals. The journal publishes original scientific papers and surveys
in all the fields of present-day astrophysics, instrumental and methodical papers on astronomy.

The staff of the SAO RAS congratulates Yury Balega on his jubilee, wishes good health, new scientific
success and achievements.
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