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A.L. Mackay–90th Birthday
(Preface to A.L. Mackay’s paper titled Generalized Crystallography)
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The portrait of Alan Lindsey Macay 
painted by British artist Carol Tarn.

The editorial board of the journal asked A. Mackay
to write something on his birthday in the Glass Physics
and Chemistry journal. I had the honor to participate
in celebrating his anniversary in London, on Septem-

ber 6, 2016, which was organized by his colleagues and
students, and passed on the request of the editorial
board.

Mackay suggested that we publish the text of his
lecture from 1975, which he gave at the Yugoslav Cen-
ter of Crystallography, and which he said contained a
program for the development of the science about the
structure of chemical compounds in the future.

I think it will be interesting for readers of the jour-
nal in 2017 to look at the current development of
Mackay and, of course, his teacher John Bernal’s
ideas. Many of the things predicted at that time have
come true: it is enough to recall the justification for the
existence of quasi-crystals, basic configurations, local
symmetry, etc.

Over the past few years, four Nobel Prizes have
been awarded to those who have solved these problems
and their solutions have become the basis for the fur-
ther development of structural chemistry.

I would like to emphasize that the Glass Physics
and Chemistry journal contributed to the develop-
ment of these ideas, published several works of funda-
mental character, and put forward some new ideas in
this field. Especially important is the study of a nanos-
tate as an area where a chemical substance is formed.
In this sense, the publication of Mackay’s paper in our
journal is very appropriate and timely.

Vladimir Ya. Shevchenko
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