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TECHNICAL DIVISIONS MEET 

Following is a digest of activities in 
progres~ by SEM's Technical Divisions. 
Most Divisions held semi-annual meet
ings at the 1987 Fall Conference in 
Savannah. The report was prepared by 
Reginald E. Robinson, LTV Aircraft 
Products Group, who is the SEM Tech
nical Division Council Chairman. The 
Divisions will meet ne"t during the VI 
International Congress on E"perimen
tal Mechanics in Portland, OR, June 5-
10, 1988. 

COMPOSITE MATERIALS 
Mark E. Tuttle, Chairman 
Univei'Slty of Washington 

The outline for the new "Manual on 
E"pet·imental Mtlthods fm· Mechanical 
Testing of Composites" wa~ t•eviewed 
at the Division meeting. Manuscripts 
for the manual at·e being prepared by 
several SEM contributors. The goal is to 
have it published in 1988. Plans to 
devtllop and sponsm· a "Composite~ 
Matm·ials Seminat'' based on the new 
manual wm'e also discussed. Two papet· 
sessions on 1:omposites at-e being OJ'gan
ized lot· the 1988 SEM Full Confet'ence in 
Indianapolis. 

FRACTURE 
Walter H. Peten, Chairman 
Univei'Slty of South Carolina 

The Subdivision on Dynamic Ft·ac
tut't! sponsot-ed three papet· sessions 
plus a tutorial in Savannah. At Indian
apolis, the l'racture Division will spon
sor two sessions. Two task committees 
have been formed hy the Fracture of 
Conc1·ete and Hock Subdivision to ad
dress specific areas of concern. The 
Subdivision has also commilted to 
organize four technical sessions for the 
1989 SEM Spring Confemnce in 
Cambridge, MA. At Keystone, CO in 
Aub'Ust 198i. the Subdivision on Frag
mentation conducted the vet·y success
ful "Second International Symposium 
on Rock Fragmentation by Blasting." 
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MODAL ANALYSIS/DYNAMIC 
SYSTEMS 
William T. Springer, Chairman 
Univenlty of Arkansas 

Several Division members have been 
active in preparations for the "Sixth 
International Modal Analysis Con· 
ference" to be held February 1-4, 1988 in 
Orlando, FL. The Division plans to hold 
its "fall" meeting at the !MAC Con
ference since an official meeting was 
not held in Savannah. Discussions con· 
tinue on possible SEM sponsorship of 
the "Shock and Vibt•ation Conference." 
Currently a permanent "home" does 
not e"ist for the confet•ence. 

TRANSDUCERS 
James R. Weidner, Chairman 
Measurements Group, Inc. 

The Division is sponsot·ing sessions 
at both the 1988 Spring and Fall SEM 
Conferences. For Portland, the session 
is entitled, "ll'ansducet'S in Biomech· 
anics." For Indianapolis, a forum on 
"Matet•ial Considerations for Trans
ducers" is planned. The forum lltlxt fall 
will permit open discussion on selec
tion and use of material for transduce•· 
construction. 

OPTICAL METHODS 
Cesar Sciammarella, Chairman 
Illinois Institute of Technology 

For the "VI International Congt-ess on 
E"perimental Mechanics," June 1988 in 
Portland, the Subdivision on Applied 
Photoelasticity will present two forum
type sessions. One session is titled, 
"Industrial Applicaitons of Photoelas
ticity- State of the Art&. Future Outlook" 
the second, "Materials&. lnstnunenta
tion for Photoelasticity." For the Indian
apolis meeting, four sessions will be 
organized on the meeting theme" 
Experimental Mechanics in Manufac
turing and Quality Control." Sessions 
are also planned fo1· the Cambrid~e 
meeting, spring 1989. 

STRUCTURAL TESTING 
Robert T. Reese, Chairman 
Sandia National Laboratories 

Progress on tlu~ Stt'ltctut·al Testing 
Monograph is e"cellent with 32 authors, 
contributors and revieW(!rs participat· 
ing. A preliminary dt·aft is anticipated 
for the Portland meeting. For Indian
apolis, a forum on Structural Test in~ is 
being organized plus a paper session 
on "Applications in Struetut·al Testing". 
The early moming format fot·tlw semi
annual Division meeting l:ontinues to 
be popular. A continental lll'eakfast is 
pi'Ovided. 

RESIDUAL STRESS 
Michael T. Flaman, Chairman 
Ontario Hydro Research 

The Division devl!loped and willtll'e
sent a "Residual Stt·ess Scminm·" Feht·u· 
ary 3-5, 19!!8 in Ol'lando, FL. The smnimu· 
will mview cm·tuin nstahlishP.d and 
re~.:ently devdoped a·esithml stt·ess nums
urement methods. Si,.; e,.;pe1·ts in the 
field will tectum dul'ing the seminar. 

STRAIN GAGES 
Earl Wilson, Chairman 
Wearls Corporation 

Preparations continue fw· the two
day special ewnt to he held in conjum:· 
lion with the Portland meetin~ next 
June. The event, ceiehmting the SOth 
anniversary of the stmin gage. is a joint 
development between SEI\f's 'Jixhnkitl 
Committet~ on Strain Gages and the 
Westem Regional St1·uin c;agc Commit· 
tee. Many pioneers in the de\'elopment 
and application of sii'ain gages will pitr· 
ticipale. The strain gage forum-type 
sessions at SEM Conferences continue 
to attmct a lurge participation. The 
sessions are an effective means for 
dialogue between pl'Oducers and users 
of strain gages. 
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