
Garvey. Earlier Frederick Douglass had famously been welcomed with open arms by

the citizens of that city ‘beyond the pale’. He ‘lived a new life’ in the city during his

first 1845 visit, however despite all these radical links, during contemporary Gaelic

Games fixtures some supporters wave Confederate flags to show a shared southern

nationalism. It is paradoxes like this that O’Neil and Lloyd’s collection marvellously

highlights.
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The Struggle for the West makes an invaluable contribution to the debates on the

resilience of the West and to the cyclical ‘declinist’ literature that have pervaded

discussions on the concept and its relative power. At the end of the Cold War, Francis

Fukuyama coincidentally and famously made the argument that History had come to
an end with liberal democratic capitalism, centred on the American way and more

broadly speaking on the Western ethos, triumphant. This collection of reflective

essays arising out of a New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency

Co-operation in Europe (NORFACE) seminar series, presents a cogent antidote to

the teleological views of History or theWest. This work clearly illustrates the potential

arising from the ‘politics and implications that flow from constituting the West in

different ways’ (p. 227). Different conceptions of the West provide the opportunity to

step away from the unidirectional path, often so closely associated with the discourse

on civilizations. As such the collection opens up new space in the debate.

That said the editors of this collection come to the conclusion that the West

remains resilient; though they emphasise that it does not mean that the concept of

the West is a fixed one. Rather it is contested by a variety of discourses from both

within and outside the West. The resilience refers to the longevity and the continued

construction and deployment of the term whether as a normative power or the

subject of pejorative ‘occidental’ labelling. In that sense they are keen to emphasise

that they are not examining the rise and decline of the West vis a vis the famous
historical tracts explored in a fascinating chapter on the ‘perpetual decline of the

West’, or the Kennedy thesis, or the West’s engagement in the putative ‘clash of

civilizations’ that ultimately depicted the ‘West versus the Rest’. They move away

from Fukuyama’s ideological terminus and beyond G. John Ikenberry’s analysis of

the West as a political system. They are also keen to augment the recent round of

literature that focuses on division within the West after 9/11, particularly over Iraq.

While the Cold War provided the boon to the structural identity of the West by

creating its identity in contrast to the ‘East’ and the Soviet Union, positing a deep

sense of shared community between the United States and Western Europe, now,

Europe, rather than defining its identity against the East, largely shapes it in relation

to the United States. Transatlantic division, often depicted in simple terms
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encompassing planetary differences, is important. But it is important only in so far as

it is necessary to understand the agenda and motivation behind such a depiction.

This book is about investigating the sources of that inclination. The intent of the

collection is therefore to illustrate that the ‘West is not uniform, simple or constant,
but instead something vague, complex and contingent’ (p. 3). It is constantly

contested.

The collection of ten essays is neatly divided into four parts on the foundations of

the West, the ‘dividing’ legacy, Europe and America and the various ‘cores’ within

the West, and finally the West remade from the margins. The structure neatly fits the

intention to problematise the idea of the West and the debates on it. For most

contributors the West has been treated as a stable and enduring entity, if at times

divided and contested between European and American conceptions. These essays
consider this depiction too simplistic, suggesting instead the need to identify core

depictions within these continental identities, to look below the national and sub-

national layers to examine the various forces that constantly vie for the definition of

the West to serve particular agendas. As such they seek to understand the West as ‘a

narrated concept, compromising discourses premised on ideas of civilization,

modernity and ideology’ (p. 5). In addition, they argue that it is equally important

to move beyond the western-centric model of debating and writing about the

concept. It is as important to examine the narratives and constructions of the West as
deployed from a variety of regions throughout the world. That said more of the

essays could have explored the debates in areas beyond Russia and Asia. While this

omission might point to an area requiring further research the essays provide a

reflective opportunity to extend the methodologies associated with the preoccupation

of power and resilience within and beyond the West.
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