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                    Abstract
A ‘constitutional asymmetry’ exists at the heart of contemporary EU socio-economic governance, privileging the economic at the expense of the social. Prevailing academic responses suggest, on the one hand, the need for radical constitutional reforms aimed at redressing this asymmetry and, on the other hand, piecemeal reforms reliant on current soft and non-binding modes of governance for the championing of social concerns. Offering a pragmatic middle way between these positions, we identify the potential within the extant constitutional settlement to pursue a rebalancing in favour of the social. In particular, we highlight the Commission’s pre-existing legal and rhetorical commitment to social rights, arguing that it might draw on the standards established by the Council of Europe’s European Committee of Social Rights and incorporate these into its economic governance mechanism, the European Semester. Such a step would usefully repoliticise socio-economic governance in the short term and promote radical reform in the long term.
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                    Notes
	The term neoliberal is used throughout this paper, though some would be inclined to describe the EU’s economic governance as ‘ordo’-liberal (following the German ‘Freiburg school’). The similarities, differences and overlaps have prompted debate in recent political economy literature on the EU. Suffice to say here that ordoliberalism can be understood as a particular kind of neoliberalism with an emphasis on the need for rules to govern markets.


	This structure applies to all states that are not being governed through so-called Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs). MoUs apply to states in receipt of financial support. The ‘troika’ of EU, International Monetary Fund and European Central Bank oversee relations with MoU states. Such governance is stricter and (even) more intrusive than within the semester. It has been compared, for instance, with the implementation of IMF Structural Adjustment Programmes in the developing world.


	In addition to these formal surveillance and enforcement procedures, additional pressure can be placed on Eurozone states through mechanisms such as the ECB’s bond purchasing programme. This was initially done in clandestine fashion and only came to light when two letters sent by the ECB to the governments of Spain and Italy calling for specific policy reforms were leaked to the media (Sacchi 2015).


	The communication on the pillar of social rights was published following a consultation throughout the second half of 2016 (Commission 2017c: 4). The pillar—a largely aspirational agenda—is conceived primarily for the Eurozone though other countries are invited to participate in its development.


	With the Lisbon treaty, formally renamed as the ‘Union method’.


	One of the authors of this paper was involved in developing such links when working for DG Enlargement 2003–2006. Such links were geared towards establishing more detailed criteria that would offer greater substance and detail to the broader Copenhagen political criteria, particularly pertaining to human rights and minority rights. Similar use could be made of the expertise in the Council of Europe to develop more substantive understandings of social rights.
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