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Viewpoints

The logistic S curve appears to fit DeFleur's experimental data well. In
general, the S-shaped curve is a plausible hypothesis about the relationship of
market response to advertising stimuli.

C. B. WEINBERG

London Business School
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SYSTEM DYNAMICS RESEARCH GROUP AT
BRADFORD UNIVERSITY

IN THE late 1950's and early 60's Jay Forrester of M.I.T. and his co-workers
published a series of books, papers and articles on what they called "Industrial
Dynamics". Since then they have expanded their area of interest into areas
such as city management and regional planning.

Their basic idea was that any socio-economic organization had important
feedback properties and these strangely influenced its dynamic behaviour. In
order to analyse these problems the M.I.T. group proposed a modelling method
and developed the DYNAMO compiler with which Industrial Dynamics is
often confused.

Forrester's work has not enjoyed wide usage and has been criticized by
several authors (see Ansoffl and the reply by Forrester2). The main criticisms
seem to come down to it being rather hard to see from the published literature
how one goes about applying Industrial Dynamics and how the model is to be
analysed when it has been writtten.

It does, however, seem likely that the ideas of feedback and control in business
organizations are worth pursuing and the University of Bradford has recently
established a new research group to do this. Basically we hope to build on
Forrester's work but the ultimate product may well be rather different. The
new group is a joint venture between the University's Management Centre and
Department of Control Engineering and it is hoped to achieve some kind of
synthesis between the two fields.

The basic research strategy is to study actual cases and this develops the
theory and practice side by side. We would very much like to hear from anyone
interested in the field.

R. G. COYLE

Bradford University
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