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Brunner begins this work with a general study on the history of
South American universities since the times of the Discovery
'Historical antecedents'. This study accounts for more than one-
third of the book, which is considerable in a 177 pages text which
one can presume focuses on the present time. He covers the
foundation, back to the first university in 1538 in Santo Domingo,
reviews the situation during the nineteenth century, and devotes a
study in detail to recent antecedents, that is to say, the 1950s and
1960s. In doing so, he deals with the South American region as a
whole, detaching a particular country when giving examples of the
features he wishes the reader to consider. One of the main
conclusions of this section is that South American universities were
institutions for the élite, aimed to offer professionals to society (p.
55), but at the same time traditional, or in other words, direct
inheritors of the lawyers' university of the nineteenth century
(heredera en sucesión directa de la universidad de los abogados del siglo
XIX, p. 56), centred in law and medicine, with no research, only
teaching, and no renovation because of chairs' dominance over the
faculty, and other problems.

Brunner places the emergence of the contemporary systems of
higher education as being between 1950 and 1975. During this
period, he writes, the present higher education systems - the subject
of the book - are shaped. It is in this period that the universities
began to he invaded by thousands of young people and when
diversity in careers and certificates took place. At the same time,
Brunner acknowledges the influence of North American (United
States) and European (France, Germany, England) models in South
America, but this is something to be studied more deeply, because
he only suggests the idea of the adaptation of foreign models to
particular conditions in each country, and does not devote a
particular study to the issue.

The second chapter, 'The Great Transformation' states in its
first paragraph: 'If there is something in the recent evolution of
higher education in South America that attracts the attention, it is
the outburst of the numbers: buildings, pupils, teachers, ... the
spectacular increase of the numbers' (p. 71). This increase caused
the change from education for the élite to education for the masses.
Amongst several matters related to this, some of them social, some
others educational, the fall in quality is notorious. It is not the least
important that this fall refers to students' low quality, instead of, or
together with, teachers' low quality. Other related elements are the
increase in teaching staff, changes in the labour market, changes in
the social stratification, free provision of education, low require-
ments for access, the strong presence of women, extension of
careers, and growing heterogeneity of the institutions and of the
teaching staff. On the other hand, it is important to keep in mind
that the numbers concerned with economics did not follow the same
path. In recent years, 'the evolution of public expenditure in
education, related to the GNP, has been negative for most of the
countries of the region between 1980 and 1985' (p. 129). As a
comparison (1985) Bélgica, for example, devotes US$3,000 per
pupil, and Canada 6,000, while Venezuela (the first in this ranking)
2,785, Argentina 605, Uruguay 303 and Bolivia (the last) 54.

The third chapter, 'Scientific Research and Higher Education
in Latin America', focuses on the particular capacity of the region,
the importance of the groups of researchers, their presence in the
international arena, and expenditure on research. As Brunner did in
the two previous chapters, the analysis embraces the region as a
whole. Hence, it is advisable to consider the differences amongst the
countries of the region, a fact, that Brunner does not forget to warn
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the reader. However, the general balance in this section shows the
smallness of the R&D community in the international forum, its
slow development, its low expenditure, the very scarce relationship
between industry and production sectors and university, and the
dependence on foreign technology.

The last chapter is devoted to 'The Crisis and the Future of
Higher Education'. This crisis, says Brunner, is noticeable in
several respects. Some of his conclusions are very hard, particularly
on the reader who works at a university: overpopulated classrooms,
impoverished faculties with low prestige, underpaid and
demoralized professors, dissatisfied students, boring and obsolete
courses. To sum up: 'there are numerous higher education
institutions where the crisis is, first of all, a crisis of intellectual
authority of the university itself (p. 162). This situation concerns
society and the economy and, at the same time, it is concerned by
both. Brunner devotes the last pages of his study to examine these
relationships and he ends with some alternatives for the 1990s.
While in the previous chapters of the book Brunner based his
exposition of the situation on a considerable amount of literature, in
this part his approach is more personal and incites discussion.

It is not an easy task to elucidate, especially in a brief book, the
best way for South American universities to follow in order to
progress. It is not irrelevant to ask if it would not have been more
suitable not to approach the problem within the region as a whole,
but rather in particular countries, given their differences. However,
even if Brunner's book is far from finding a solution or if it is solely
an identification of problems ('We have to start from the exact
identification of the problems of our higher education. . . This
book would fulfil its purpose if it served this effect.' p. 177), it sows
the seeds for new studies and points directly at the relationships
between the university and society as they occur in South America.
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