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T
h e  evo lv ing  identity of pol it ica l 
science is a core concern of 
th is  issue of EPS. S imon  H ix 's 

ra nk ing  of E u ropean po l it ical  science 
departments and assessment of the i r  

'g loba l '  i m pact ra ises i m porta nt q ues

t ions, not just a bout the method of 

measurement and eva l uation ,  some 
of wh ich he  addresses, but a bout the 
k ind of pol it ica l  science that i s  judged 
to be ' exce l l ent '  a n d  the re lative 

strength of the d isci p l i ne,  thus eva lu 
ated , across Europe .  There w i l l  - we  

hope - be much debate a bout th i s  
issue ( letters to the ed itors on  th is ,  

and other subjects, a re we lcome and  

wi l l  be pub l i shed by us  i n  futu re ed i 

t ions o f  EPS) . 

But w h i l e  controvers i a l  i n  
approach , H ix 's su rvey i n d i sputably 
reveals  for d ifferent E u ropean cou n 
tries t h e  extent  t o  w h i c h  po l it ica l sci 
ence has esta b l ished itself, fi rst, as a n  

autonomous  a n d  p rofess i o n a l i sed 

doma i n  of i ntel lectua l  endeavour ;  and 
second how fa r that activ ity i s  a lso 

con nected to a tra nsnationa l  sphere of 

academic exchange .  
As  we have written i n  these pages 

i n  the past, we bel i eve there i s  l ittle  to 
be fea red from a strengthen i n g  of 

academic i ndependence,  p rofessiona l  
status a n d  cross- border con n ections 
i n  the d isci p l i n e .  D ist i n g u ished con 

tri butors t o  th is  journa l  i n  the past 

have d isagreed : P h i l i ppe Sch mitter i n  
EPS 1 : 2  a n d  the late Pau l  H i rst i n  EPS 

3: 1 warned, respectively, of the dan

gers of  'tra nsat la nt ic isat i o n '  u nder  

America n hegemony a n d  the 'depo l i t i 
c ised p rofessi o n a l i s m '  that  may 
resu l t .  But as suggested by n u merous 
p ieces i n  th is  i ssue ,  the  benefits of a 

p rofess i o n a l ised a n d  tra nsnati o n a l  

pol it ica l sc ience may wel l outwei g h  
t h e  costs . 

H ix 's a rt ic le revea l s  that a r ise i n  
nat ion a l  resea rch standards  i s  c losely 
con n ected to an i ncrease in the 
i m pact of resea rch beyon d  nationa l  
borders .  The  mechan ism that  l i n ks 
the two is the i n stitution a l  strength of 

the nationa l  d isci p l i n e  a n d  its ach ieve

ment of a h i g h  l evel of profess iona l  
status .  Th is  was  c learly  i l l u strated by  

'Survival  of the Most Cited ', the a n a ly
s is  of Sweden's smal l  po l it ica l  science 

com m u n ity a n d  i n ternationa l  i nfl u 
ence b y  Angstrom e t  al. i n  EPS 2 : 3. I n  
th is  issue, t h e  h i story o f  the d isci p l i n e  

i n  Tu rkey, as recou nted b y  Boga<;: 
Erozan ,  shows the g radua l  transit ion 
over t ime of po l i t ica l sc ience i n  that 

cou ntry from being a sub-fie ld  of law 

to ach ievi n g  a utonomy, in terms of 

meth ods ,  ep i stem o logy, a n d  se l f
awareness - a l l  essentia l pre l i m i n a ry 
steps towards the ach ievement of 
p rofessiona l  recogn iti on ,  i n it ia l ly  at 
home and eventua l ly  abroa d .  

However, a s  revea led  b y  Jea n 
Leca 's conversation  with Ch ristophe 

Roux, th is  process can be a long one ,  
as  the d isci p l i n e  g radu a l ly emerges 

from its ori g i n s  (as  in many conti nen

ta l European cou ntries, i n  law) ,  s low
ly bu i lds an i n stitutiona l  p resence (st i l l  
su rprisi ng ly  l i m ited i n  Fra nce) a n d  
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strengthens its a utonomy from com 
petin g  a n d  crit ica l d isci p l i nes .  A s  for 
l i n ks between the nat iona l  a n d  i nter

nationa l  a renas,  Leca pOints to the 

g reat d i fficu l ties of i n tegrati n g  French 

po l it ica l science with the E u ropean 

m a instream,  conclu d i n g  that 'without 
seek ing  for a h a rmfu l standard isati o n  
that  cou l d  ru i n  t h e  creativ i ty o f  
research ', th is  ' i s  p robab ly o n e  of t h e  
m a i n  tasks o f  t h e  generat ion of you n g  

resea rchers '. 
The  b e nefits of cross- n a ti o n a l  

com m u n i cat ion between po l it ica l sc i

ence com m u nit ies a re most c lear ly 
revea led in th is issue's symposiu m  on 
Fem i ni st M ethodo log ies, g u est-edited 
by Jud ith  Squ i res .  Ne ither depo l i t i 
c ised nor  'American ised ', but  h i g h l y  
p rofess io n a l  a n d  i nternati o n a l  
nonethe less (see t h e  contribut ion of 

Amy Mazur) ,  the sympos i u m  shows 
that femi n i st pol i t ica l  science leads 

the way in  transcend ing  boundaries,  

both d isci p l i na ry and nat io na l .  For as  

B i rte S i im remarks, i ts  ' knowledge of  
the i nterp lay between d i fferent  po l i t i 
ca l h istories, l eg a l  trad it ions,  fam i ly 
models,  d i scou rses a n d  i n stitutions  

h e l p s  t o  tra nscend A n g l o 
America n i s m  a n d  Ethn o - centri s m '. 

May other  po l it ica l  Scientists, sti l l  sub

ject to  the ' nationa l  i d i osyncras ies '  

a n d  'country paroch i a l isms'  that  'get 

i n  the way of... [ a ]  p rofess iona l ised 
curricu l u m  across a l l  po l it ica l sc ience 
departments i n  E u rope'  ( Mazur) ,  take 
note . 
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