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                                    Abstract
Christopher Soames was not a typical ambassador. Winston Churchill’s son-in-law, a former Member of Parliament and a former Conservative Cabinet minister, he had little diplomatic experience, but a great deal of political savoir faire. He was hence an unusual choice, especially for a Labour government, selected for an unusual moment in Anglo- French relations when, in the wake of two Gaullist vetoes, France was perceived as the main obstacle lying between the United Kingdom and the principal foreign policy objective of the British government, namely attaining membership of the European Economic Community (EEC). He was thus, to a very unusual extent, a single issue ambassador - an envoy appointed for a particular mission whose record as ambassador would stand or fall on the basis of how he fared on the EEC dossier. As Michael Palliser, who as foreign policy advisor to Harold Wilson had been closely involved with the appointment of Soames, recalled: ‘he had gone to Paris basically with one purpose; to do what he could to get us into, or help get us into, the European Community’.1 This chapter will begin with an exploration of the circumstances in which he was appointed and the hopes surrounding his mission, say a little about his somewhat atypical manner of operation as ambassador, before then turning to the seemingly disastrous beginning of his time in Paris with the February 1969 Soames affair.
Keywords
	Prime Minister
	Foreign Policy
	Common Agricultural Policy
	European Economic Community
	French Government

These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.



                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   39.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Preview

                                        
                                            
                                                Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                                    PDF.

                                            
                                            Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                                PDF.

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                            Notes
	Miriam Camps, Britain and the European Community, 1955–63 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1964).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Diana Twining, No Clear Course: Harold Macmillan, Richard Austen Butler, Agricultural Policies and the First British Application to the European Economic Community (PhD, London, 2010), chapter 2.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Edward Heath, The Course of My Life (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1998), 212.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Alan Campbell, ‘Anglo-French Relations a Decade Ago: A New Assessment (1)’ International Affairs, 58/2 (1982), 249.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Claire Sanderson, Perfide Albion? L’affaire Soames et les arcanes de la diplomatie britannique (Paris: Publications de la Sorbonne, 2012), 9.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Daniel Furby, The Revival and Success of Britain’s Second Application for Membership of the European Community, (PhD, London, 2010), 31–51

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Melissa Pine, Harold Wilson and Europe: Pursuing Britain’s Membership of the European Community, (London: Tauris, 2007), 44–130.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Uwe Kitzinger, Diplomacy and Persuasion: How Britain Joined the Common Market (London: Thames and Hudson, 1973), 45–58.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cecil King, The Cecil King Diary, 1965–70 (London: Jonathan Cape, 1972), 251.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eric Roussel, Georges Pompidou, (2nd edition, Paris: Perrin, 2004), 437–47

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Philip Ziegler, Edward Heath: the Authorised Biography (London: Harper, 2010), 280–82.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	David Hannay (ed.), Britain’s Entry to the European Community: Report on the Negotiations of 1970–72 by Sir Con O’Neill (London: HMSO, 1996), 325–26.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	N. Piers Ludlow, The European Community and the Crises of the 1960s: Negotiating the Gaullist Challenge (Abingdon: Routledge, 2006), 191–98.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Helen Parr, ‘Anglo-French Nuclear Collaboration and Britain’s Policy towards Europe, 1970–73’, in Jan van der Harst, (ed.), Beyond the Customs Union: the European Community’s Quest for Deepening, Widening and Completion, 1969–75 (Bruxelles: Bruylant, 2007).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hugo Young, This Blessed Plot: Britain and Europe from Churchill to Blair (London: Macmillan, 1998), 236.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jean-René Bernard, ‘L’élargissement de la Communauté, vu de Paris’, in Georges Pompidou et L’Europe (Paris: Éditions Complexe, 1995), 237–57

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Authors	Daniel FurbyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	N. Piers LudlowView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	University of Strathclyde, UK
Rogelia Pastor-Castro  (Lecturer in International History) (Lecturer in International History)

	University of Nottingham, UK
John W. Young  (Professor of International History) (Professor of International History)




Copyright information
© 2013 Daniel Furby and N. Piers Ludlow


About this chapter
Cite this chapter
Furby, D., Ludlow, N.P. (2013).  Christopher Soames, 1968–72.

                     In: Pastor-Castro, R., Young, J.W. (eds) The Paris Embassy. Palgrave Macmillan, London. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137318299_7
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137318299_7

	
                            Publisher Name: Palgrave Macmillan, London

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-1-349-33713-2

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-1-137-31829-9

	eBook Packages: Palgrave History CollectionHistory (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   39.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					18.212.236.187
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


