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In 1964, Roger Shattuck wrote in his introduction to Maurice Nadeau’s now-classic history of surrealism, “I happen to believe that real importance attaches to the estimate we now make of surrealism. Like progressive education and pacifism, it lies close to the center of our immediate heritage; we ignore these matters at our own peril” (12). Yet in the years following this pronouncement, surrealism was variously ignored, regarded as a historical oddity, or at best celebrated for its contributions to culture. Recently, however, surrealism has reemerged as a nexus of tremendous scholarly interest, both in literature and in the visual arts. As one prominent art critic claims, “surrealism has returned with a vengeance” (Foster xi). This revival is evidenced in such publications as Sidra Stich’s Anxious Visions: Surrealist Art (1990), Hal Foster’s Compulsive Beauty (1993), Martica Sawin’s Surrealism in Exile and the Beginning of the New York School (1997), Whitney Chadwick’s edited volume Mirror Images: Women, Surrealism, and Self-Representation (1998), Mary Ann Caws’s Surrealist Painters and Poets (2001), Gérard Durozoi’s monumental tome History of the Surrealist Movement (reedited in 2002), and Johanna Malt’s Obscure Objects of Desire: Surrealism, Fetishism, and Politics (2004), to name only a few.
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