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The signing of the North Atlantic Treaty on 4 April 1949 was the culmination of negotiations that stretched back more than a year to the Anglo–American–Canadian talks at the Pentagon in March 1948, and of a wider process of polarisation in Europe that had been in progress for somewhat longer. In fact, the concept of an Atlantic security system had been raised in Anglo–American circles as early as November 1940, and gathered force as wartime plans for the post-war system were drawn up during 1943–5.1 The Treaty formalised this polarisation in emphatic terms: it explicitly compelled its signatories to consult each other whenever the territorial or political integrity of one of their number was threatened, to regard an actual attack on a member as an attack on all of them and to collectively develop their joint capacity to resist such an attack.
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