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                                    Abstract
Representations of Nicaragua’s political health during the Alemán administration (1997–2001) were highly polarised. On the one hand, the period saw considerable inflows of international funds destined for governance reforms, the introduction of a range of anti-corruption measures and detailed governmental treatises and proclamations on how Nicaragua was becoming more transparent (e.g. Alemán, 1999). Nevertheless, at the same time, critical commentators (e.g. Envio, 1999: 7) lamented a continuing decline in integrity recorded in surveys of popular and business opinion (although the validity of such sources is of course open to debate).2 At the time, there was little more than an increasing weight of accusation and a decline in Nicaragua’s position, then 77th out of 91 on Transparency International’s (TI’s) corruption perception index (TI, 2001) to support claims of endemic corruption in Nicaragua. The administration of Enrique Bolaños (2001–2007), however, subsequently unearthed the extent of the corruption of his predecessor.3 The reality was that, despite the evolution of internationally-funded anti-corruption programmes, the extent of corrupt personal enrichment and political manipulation that had occurred under the Alemán administration was extreme even for Nicaragua.
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This chapter is a shortened and updated version of a paper ‘Neoliberal reform, governance and corruption in Central America: Exploring the Nicaraguan case,’ published in Political Geography in 2005 (Brown and Cloke, 2005). This version concentrates on the specific case of Nicaragua under the administration of President Arnoldo Alemán and has been improved greatly through the collaboration of our colleague José Luis Rocha.
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