SOUTH GEORGIA
AND
SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS

HISTORY. South Georgia was probably first sighted by a London merchant,
Antonio de la Roche, and then in 1756 by a Spanish Captain, Gregorie Jerez. The
first landing and exploration was undertaken by Captain James Cook, who formal-
ly took possession in the name of George Il on 17 Jan. 1775. British sealers arrived
in 1788 and American sealers in 1791. Sealing reached its peak in 1800. A German
team was the first to carry out scientific studies there in 1882-83. Whaling began
in 1904 when the Compania Argentina de Pesca formed by C. A. Larsen, a Norwe-
gian, established a station at Grytviken. Six other stations were established up to
1912. Whaling ceased in 1966 and the civil administration was withdrawn. Argen-
tine forces invaded South Georgia on 3 April 1982. A British naval task force
recovered the Island on 25 April 1982.

AREA AND POPULATION. South Georgia lies 800 miles south-east of the
Falkland Islands and has an area of 1,450 sq. miles. The South Sandwich Islands
are 470 miles south-east of South Georgia and have an area of 130 sq. miles. There
has been no permanent population in South Georgia since the whaling station at
Leith was abandoned in 1966. There is a small military garrison. The British
Antarctic Survey have a biological station on Bird Island. The South Sandwich
Islands are uninhabited.

CLIMATE. The climate is wet and cold with strong winds and little seasonal
variation. 15°C is occasionally reached on a windless day. Temperatures below
—-15°C at sea level are unusual.

CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT. Under the new Constitution
which came into force on 3 Oct. 1985 the Territories ceased to be dependencies
of the Falkland Islands. Executive power is vested in a Commissioner who is the
officer for the time being administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.
The Commuissioner is obliged to consult the officer for the time being commanding
Her Majesty’s British Forces in the South Atlantic on matters relating to defence
and internal security (except police). The Commissioner whenever practicable
consults the Executive Council of the Falkland Islands on the exercise of functions
that in his opinion might affect the Falkland Islands. There is no Legislative Coun-
cil. Laws are made by the Commissioner.

Commissioner: G. W. Jewkes, CMG.

Economy. The total revenue of the Territories (1985-86) £244,000, mainly from
philatelic sales and investment income. Expenditure £264,000.

Communications. There is occasional direct sea communication between the Falk-
land Islands and South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands by means of the
Royal Research Ships John Biscoe and Bransfield and the ice patrol vessel HMS
Endurance. Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships, which serve the garrison, run regularly to
South Georgia. Mail is dropped from military aircraft.

Justice. There is a Supreme Court for the Territories and a Court of Appeal in the
United Kingdom. Appeals may go from that court to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council. There is no magistrate permanently in residence. The Officer Com-
manding the garrison is usually appointed a magistrate.
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