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Whoever succeeded the Younger Pitt was likely to be regarded as something of an anti-climax, and this was certainly the fate of Henry Addington, whose premiership lasted from March 1801 to May 1804, bridging the period between Pitt’s two administrations. The butt of a spiteful jibe by George Canning that ‘Pitt is to Addington as London is to Paddington’, he was long dismissed as ineffectual, though his reputation was, very belatedly, partially restored by a perceptive biography by Philip Ziegler, appearing only in 1965. This argued that he led his government with some ability, and that his major — and fatal — shortcoming was one of communication.
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