Introduction

Abacha claimed the Nigerian presidency in Nov. 1993 following the army’s
refusal to acknowledge the results of the presidential election held earlier in
the year. Though voicing a desire to reintroduce democracy to Nigeria, his
tenure was marked by civil rights violations and the dismantling of demo-
cratic institutions. He died while in office.

Early Life

Sani Abacha was born on 20 Sep. 1943 in Kano. He entered the army at the
age of 18 and received his military education in Nigeria, England and the
United States. Having achieved the rank of brigadier, he was a leading figure
in the military coup of 1983 led by Ibrahim Babangida that removed Alhaji
Shehu Shagari from power. Babangida himself seized the presidency 2 years
later and Abacha served as minister of defence in this government. Following
the victory of the social democrat Moshood Abiola at the 1993 elections,
the army declared the elections void and Abacha nominated himself president
in Nov.

Career Peak

Abacha vowed to reintroduce civilian government by 1995 and provided
economic aid to democratic organizations in Sierra Leone and Liberia. His
domestic record was not impressive, however. He banned political gatherings
and instigated media censorship. When Abiola reaffirmed his democratic
claim to the presidency in June 1994 he was imprisoned. Members of the
opposition National Democratic Coalition (NADECO) were arrested and in
1995 several environmental activists, including the writer Ken Saro-Wiwa,
were executed for protests that resulted in the death of a pro-government
chief.

Further civil rights violations followed. Having abolished several
democratic institutions, Abacha postponed the elections scheduled for
1996. In 1997 the charging of Nobel Prize-winning exiled writer Wole
Soyinka with treason was met with international outrage. Then Abacha
promised elections for 1998, paving the way for his nomination as sole
candidate for the presidency. He died suddenly in June 1998, reportedly of a
heart attack.

Introduction

Tony Abbott became prime minister in Sept. 2013, leading his
Liberal-National coalition to a decisive victory over the incumbent Labor
government. A conservative on social issues, he won the election promising
to strengthen the economy, limit the number of asylum seekers entering the
country and revoke the recently introduced carbon tax.

Early Life

Anthony John ‘Tony’ Abbott was born in London, UK on 4 Nov. 1957 to
Australian parents who returned to Sydney, Australia in 1960. He attended St
Ignatius’ College in the city’s suburbs before reading economics and law at
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the University of Sydney and winning a Rhodes scholarship to study politics
and philosophy at the University of Oxford in England. In 1984 he began
training for the Catholic priesthood but left before ordination to become a
journalist, writing for The Bulletin and The Australian, the biggest-selling
national daily newspaper. He worked as press secretary to opposition leader
Dr John Hewson from 1990-93 and was the first executive director of the
anti-republican group, Australians for Constitutional Monarchy. In March
1994 he became Liberal MP for Warringah.

Following the election victory of the Liberal-National coalition in 1996,
Abbott was appointed as a parliamentary secretary and in 1998 was promoted
to minister of employment services, where he introduced the “Work for the
Dole’ scheme to encourage job seekers to take voluntary placements in return
for benefit entitlement. He set up the Australians for Honest Politics Trust in
1998, a fund to finance private lawsuits against the extreme right One Nation
Party.

Abbott became employment minister and leader of the House of Repre-
sentatives in 2001 prior to becoming minister for health and ageing in Oct.
2003. His controversial decision to block access to an abortion drug in 2006
resulted in parliament passing legislation to remove health ministers’ power
of veto in such matters.

After the Liberal-National defeat in the 2007 election, Abbott was touted
as a likely successor to Howard but withdrew his candidature and entered
Brendan Nelson’s shadow cabinet as minister for families, community ser-
vices and indigenous affairs. He continued to serve when the Liberal leader-
ship passed to Malcolm Turnbull in Sept. 2008. In Nov. 2009 he resigned over
Turnbull’s support for the Rudd government’s Emission Trading Scheme
(ETS), which Abbott argued was financially unsound. A three-way leadership
contest ensued between Abbott, Turnbull and Joe Hockey, with Abbott
claiming a narrow victory over Turnbull and becoming leader on
1 Dec. 2009. On 3 Dec. the Liberal Party rejected the ETS bill in the Senate
and in Feb. 2010 Abbott proposed a new policy that provided for a markedly
less ambitious cut in emissions by 2020.

Other policy initiatives included extending parental leave and increasing
corporate tax. After the Aug. 2010 general elections delivered a Labor
minority government, Abbott was re-elected unopposed as leader of the
Liberal Party. He opposed plans for a flood levy in the aftermath of the
Queensland floods of 201011, proposed consultations on indigenous affairs
in the Northern Territory and argued that the government had no mandate for
its carbon tax policy. After campaigning on pledges to boost the economy,
tighten border controls and abolish carbon tax, he led the Liberal-National
coalition to a decisive victory in the Sept. 2013 general election, winning
88 seats in the House of Representatives to Labor’s 57.

Career Peak

Abbott was sworn in on 18 Sept. 2013 and rapidly embarked on measures to
repeal the carbon tax, as well as launching a controversial programme to turn
back asylum seekers’ boats to Indonesia. Facing the challenge of a slackening
economy, he was expected to focus on boosting the private sector and
reducing public spending and government regulation. He identified indige-
nous affairs as a priority while holding a conservative position on social
issues, including same-sex marriage. Internationally, his tasks included eas-
ing tensions with Indonesia (further strained by revelations in Nov. 2013 that
Australian intelligence services had tapped the telephone of Indonesia’s
president) and using Australia’s 2014 presidency of the G20 group of major
economies to achieve his stated aim of strengthening free trade.

His first year in office was marked by parliament’s abolition of the carbon
tax in July 2014, the strengthening of trade ties with Japan and South Korea, a
free trade deal with China in the wake of the G20 summit hosted by Abbott in
Brisbane in Nov. and Australia’s military engagement in the US-led interven-
tion in Iraq from mid-year against Islamic State jihadists. Meanwhile, ten-
sions with Indonesia continued over his policy of turning back boats carrying
asylum seekers.
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Domestically, however, his unpopular first budget and reintroduction of
knighthoods to Australia’s honours system fuelled a plummeting voter
approval rating. It also prompted a party rebellion in Feb. 2015 over his
leadership, which he survived but with the support of only 60% of Liberal
members of parliament.

On 14 Sept. 2015, Abbott lost a leadership spill motion proposed by the
then minister of communications Malcolm Turnbull. Turnbull defeated Abbott
in the subsequent ballot and took over first as leader of the Liberal Party and
then as prime minister a day later after Abbott seceded the premiership.

Introduction

Ahmed Abdallah Abdereman was head of the governing council in 1975
when he was overthrown in a coup, but returned to power as president from
1976-89. He viewed independence as a ‘regrettable necessity’.

Early Life

Born on 12 June 1918, Abdallah was partly educated in Majunga, Madagas-
car. He held several posts in the Comoros’ government from 1947 onwards.
Following the Comoran declaration of independence in 1975, he was elected
head of state by the national assembly.

Career Peak

The Abdallah government was overthrown by a coalition of six parties (the
United National Front) on 3 Aug. 1975. Abdallah escaped to Nzwani, con-
tinuing his rule with a small armed contingent. In Sept., however, he was
finally arrested. Three years later, the Soilihi government (established after
the Aug. 1975 coup) was overturned by mercenary forces. Having helped to
finance the coup Abdallah returned to Moroni from exile in Paris and was
eventually named sole president.

Abdallah drafted a new constitution, giving each island limited self-rule
but securing significant power for the presidency. It also provided for the
restoration of Islam as the state religion. In 1982 all opposition
political parties were banned, the culmination of several years of persecution
of political opponents, especially those who had been in the Soilih camp.

The ongoing presence of the mercenary leader Bob Denard led to severe
international criticism of the Abdallah regime. the Comoros’ membership of
the Organization of African Unity was suspended, diplomatic relations with
Madagascar were severed and the UN threatened economic sanctions. How-
ever, Abdallah worked hard to maintain the diplomatic ties established by
Soilih and there was a thawing in relations with France, particularly after he
relaxed pressure over the question of Mahoré sovereignty and allowed French
ships to use Comoran ports.

Grants from the European Economic Community and several Arab
nations allowed for development of the Comoran infrastructure. However
there was little significant upturn in the stagnant economy and funds that
should have gone towards development went instead on staples such as rice.
After a failed coup in 1981, opposition to Abdallah’s rule was based predom-
inantly abroad. With no rivals at home, he won over 99% of the vote in the
1984 presidential elections.

Protected by a Garde Presidentielle (PG, Presidential Guard) led by
Denard and French and Belgian mercenaries, he ordered the arrest, killing
and torture of dissidents. The regime was condemned by Amnesty Interna-
tional for human rights abuses and France threatened to cut off aid. The GP
continued to wield its influence throughout the 1980s and Denard used his
position for financial gain. Abdallah himself was criticized for his dominant
role in Comoran business, often allowing personal interests to affect policy
decisions.

Abdallah called a referendum in Nov. 1989, to approve constitutional
amendments allowing him to stand for re-election in 1990. The polls were
marked by violence and on the night of 26-27 Nov. Abdallah was shot dead.
Two days later Denard and the GP seized control of the government.

Abdallah Abdereman, Ahmed (Comoros)

Introduction

Sidi Abdellahi took office in April 2007 after winning the country’s first fully-
democratic multi-party elections. He stood as an independent candidate to
replace the outgoing military junta. Abdellahi had previously served as
minister of the economy from 1971-78. He was forced from office by a
military coup in Aug. 2008.

Early Life

Abdellahi was born into an Arab marabout family in 1938 in Aleg, a town
250 km southeast of the capital, Nouakchott. After local schooling he com-
pleted his secondary education in Dakar, Senegal. He went on to study
economics in Grenoble, France before returning to Mauritania in 1968.

Having worked as an economic strategy adviser to the government,
Abdellahi joined Moktar Ould Daddah’s administration in Sept. 1971. He
held several posts including minister of state and minister of the economy,
playing a key role in the nationalization of iron mining and creating a national
currency. In 1974-75 he participated in negotiations for the Lomé Conven-
tion, a framework for co-operation between the African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group of States and the EU.

Abdellahi was imprisoned in July 1978 following the overthrow of Ould
Daddah. On his release in 1979, Abdellahi went to Kuwait to work as an
adviser to the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development from 1982—-85.
He returned to Mauritania in 1986 to serve in Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya’s
authoritarian government, first as minister of hydro-power and electricity
and then as minister of fisheries. In 1987 Taya arrested him on allegations
of corruption, prompting Abdellahi again to leave the country in 1989. This
time he moved to Niger to advise the government on behalf of the Kuwait
Fund until his return to Mauritania in 2003.

After a bloodless military coup ousted Taya in 2005, Abdellahi
announced his intention to run for the presidency as an independent candi-
date. He defeated Ahmed Ould Daddah in a second round run-off on
25 March 2007 and took office on 19 April.

Career Peak

In April 2007 Mauritania regained a seat on the African Union and received
an US$18 m. loan from the Islamic Development Bank. Abdellahi pledged to
confront the country’s ethnic inequalities, exacerbated by the unequal distri-
bution of wealth from the discovery of oil off the Mauritanian coast in 2001.

In early 2008 rising food prices dented Abdallahi’s popularity. He dismissed
his cabinet and formed a new government that lacked broad support. In July
2008 the cabinet lost a parliamentary vote of no confidence, which was shortly
followed by the resignation of 48 MPs from the ruling party. On 6 Aug. 2008
Abdallahi dismissed several prominent military figures. On the same day he
was removed from his home by members of the Presidential Security wing and
taken into army custody. The prime minister and interior ministry were also
arrested. On 7 Aug. a High Council of State assumed executive power, with
Gen. Abdel Aziz as its president. The new regime is expected to try Abdallahi
on corruption charges. The coup received international condemnation.

Introduction

King Abdullah administered Saudi Arabia on behalf of his half-brother, King
Fahd bin Abdulaziz, between 1996 and Fahd’s death on 1 Aug. 2005,
following which he was named as successor. Abdullah maintained the strict
Islamic code of governance associated with the Wahhabi Saudis while
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Abdullah bin Hussein (Jordan)

attempting to rein in the excesses of the princely class. He gained respect
internationally for his efforts in the Middle East peace process but at times
relations with the USA administration were strained. Abdullah died on
23 Jan. 2015.

Early Life

Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz was born in Riyadh in 1924, the only son of
Fahda bint Asi bin Shurayim Shammar, the eighth wife of Abdulaziz bin
Abdul Rahman Al-Saud, then Sultan of Nejd, who founded the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in 1932. Abdulaziz, known as bin Saud by Europeans, reared his
massive family in the Bedouin tradition, educating his sons at court and
instilling them with Islamic and Arab virtues.

Abdullah’s career began in 1952 when he was given the command of the
Saudi National Guard by his half-brother, King Saud, the first son to succeed
Abdulaziz. The National Guard comprised descendants of Abdulaziz’s Bed-
ouin warriors who took part in the expansion of Saudi power. On his acces-
sion in 1975, King Khalid bin Abdulaziz appointed Abdullah second deputy
prime minister. In this post Abdullah became involved in foreign policy,
visiting the USA in 1976 to meet President Gerald Ford. On the accession
of King Fahd in 1982, Abdullah was designated crown prince and first deputy
prime minister.

Career Peak

The succession in Saudi Arabia is decided by the Saudi princes, who
number over 4,000 (some sources claim an estimated 8,000). A crown
prince is traditionally selected by seniority and ability. Since the death of
the kingdom’s founder, Abdulaziz, in 1953, only his sons have been consid-
ered suitable for the succession. Abdullah, who had no full brothers, lacked
a fraternal support base and relied on alliances forged with other
factions within the family, most notably the sons of King Faisal, Prince
Saud (foreign minister since 1975) and Prince Turki (head of Saudi
intelligence).

Known as a devout Muslim, Abdullah had 14 sons and 20 daughters
by six wives. His reputation for piety earned him support from religious
leaders. Having assumed the position of regent in 1996, he was soon
considered the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia on account of King Fahd’s
recurrent illnesses and absences from the country. It was likely that Abdullah
consulted and, to some extent, ruled with Fahd’s Sudairi brothers, Sultan and
Salman, the second deputy prime minister and the governor of Riyadh
respectively.

Abdullah’s foreign policy concentrated on improving relations within the
Arab world and on encouraging the peace process in the Middle East (notably
putting forward settlement proposals in 2002). He nevertheless showed
support for militant Islamic groups such as Hizbollah and condemned Israeli
military action in Lebanon and against the Palestinians. In March 2011 he
sanctioned the deployment of Saudi troops to Bahrain in support of its fellow
monarchy in response to Shia opposition demands for political reforms in the
island kingdom.

Abdullah was less overtly pro-Western than King Fahd. The
attacks on New York, USA, in Sept. 2001, although condemned,
created serious tensions owing to the high proportion of Saudi nationals
among the perpetrators. He had declined a visit to the USA on two occasions
before the attacks, complaining that then President George W. Bush was
‘uninformed’ about the Middle East and the plight of the Palestinians.
Nevertheless, he maintained that the USA would remain a firm ally, and
Saudi Arabia has itself since become the target of several suspected
al-Qaeda attacks.

In Dec. 2006 the UK government controversially suspended a fraud
investigation into the 1980s al-Yamamah defence contract with Saudi Arabia,
stating that diplomatic co-operation between the two countries was being put
at risk (a decision subsequently confirmed as lawful by the British House of
Lords in July 2008). In Nov. 2007 Pope Benedict X VI greeted Abdullah at the
Vatican in the first such meeting between the head of the Roman Catholic
Church and a Saudi monarch.

Internal liberalization was slow under Abdullah. He resisted Western
calls for the abolition of Sharia law and the emancipation of women,
stating that it is ‘absurd to impose on an individual or a society rights that
are alien to its beliefs or principles’. However, some key issues have been
addressed. Female education, previously the preserve of the ulema (religious
leaders), was placed under the jurisdiction of the ministry of education in
2002 and Abdullah supported the increase of female employment. The
country’s first ever elections in 2005, although with a limited franchise and

only for local councils, were a partial response to pressure for political
change. A law to reform the judicial system was enacted in Oct. 2007 and
provided for new specialized courts and the introduction of a supreme court as
a final court of appeal. Plans were also announced to curb the powers of the
religious police, which had come under increasing criticism over deaths in
custody.

In Feb. 2009 Abdullah made extensive changes in government affecting
top positions in the courts, the armed forces, the central bank, the health,
education and information ministries, the religious police and the Consulta-
tive Council. He also appointed the country’s first woman minister, Nora
Al-Fayez, as deputy minister responsible for girls’ education. In Sept. 2011 he
announced that women would be eligible to stand and vote in local elections
from 2015, and in Jan. 2013 he granted women seats on the Consultative
Council for the first time. In 2011 he responded to political tensions generated
by popular discontent across much of the Arab world by announcing a new
welfare spending programme for the kingdom.

During Abdullah’s latter years there was speculation about the issue of
succession and internecine royal politics. In late 2006 he announced that a
committee of senior princes would be formed to select the future crown prince
and reduce the likelihood of family conflicts. The new committee would in
theory have the power to remove a king if he was judged to be permanently
incapacitated and would lead the country in a caretaker capacity until a
successor was chosen. In Oct. 2011 the deputy prime minister and minister
of interior, Prince Nayef bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, was named as heir to the
throne. However, he died in June 2012 and was succeeded by defence
minister Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud.

In an unprecedented diplomatic step, the Saudi regime in Oct. 2013
renounced its right to a two-year term on the United Nations Security Council
as a non-permanent member, citing the UN’s failure to address the ongoing
civil war in Syria or resolve the long-standing Israel-Palestine issue.

Abdullah, who had been suffering from poor health, died on 23 Jan. 2015.
His half-brother, Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, was immediately sworn in
as his successor.

Introduction

Abdullah I was the founder of the modern Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. He
assumed the throne of the Amirate of Transjordan in 1921 and took the title of
King after his country achieved independence from Britain in 1946. Mentor to
his grandson, Hussein bin Talal, Abdullah was assassinated in 1951.

Early Life

He was born in 1882, the second son of Hussein bin Ali (Amir of Makkah
from 1908-16 and king of the Hejaz 1916-24). Under the Hashemite banner,
Abdullah fought in the Arab revolt against Turkish occupation during the
First World War. Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, Britain
received a mandate over the Amirate of Transjordan (as well as the territory
of Palestine and Kingdom of Iraq). Abdullah was made ruler (and his brother
Faisal assumed the throne of Iraq).

Career Peak

Over the next 25 years he sought to develop centralized governmental
authority over a mostly tribal and nomadic society. He promulgated the first
constitution in 1928 and held elections for the first parliament in 1929. He
also presided over a series of Anglo-Transjordanian treaties culminating in
Britain’s recognition of his country’s full sovereign independence in March
1946. Transjordan became the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The latter part
of his reign witnessed the creation of the neighbouring Jewish State of Israel
and the first Arab-Israeli War of 1948—49. Jordanian troops fought in the
conflict in the defence of Jerusalem and parts of Palestine. After the war
Abdullah concluded an armistice directly with Israel. On 20 July 1951 he was
shot outside the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The gunman was a Palestinian
opposed to any dealings with Israel.
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Introduction

Nouri Abusahmain was elected Chairman of the General National Congress
(GNC) on 25 June 2013, making him de facto head of state. His election came
after Mohamed Magariaf resigned on 28 May 2013 following the ratification
of a law prohibiting Gaddafi-era officials from holding office for 10 years
after the law came into effect.

Early Life

Abusahmain was born in the western coastal town of Zuwarah into the Berber
community, whose cultural identity was suppressed by the Gaddafi regime. He
studied law and international relations in the UK in the 1970s and 1980s. He
then worked in his home town’s petrochemical industry. Following the Libyan
uprising he was elected in 2012 to the GNC as the representative for Zuwarah.

In a vote for the GNC chairmanship by its 184 members on 25 June 2013,
Abusahmain secured 96 votes against 80 for his opponent, Al-Sharif al-Wafi,
with eight abstentions in a second round of polling. Although Abusahmain
has maintained that he is independent, his success at the poll was widely
accredited to the backing that he received from the Justice and Construction
Party, the political arm of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Career Peak

Abusahmain’s main tasks in office were to oversee the drafting and ratifica-
tion of a new constitution and then to fix a date for a general election.
A Constituent Assembly tasked with drafting the constitution was elected
on 20 Feb. 2014. Abusahmain announced that general elections would be
called as early as possible, with some commentators predicting polls as early
as the end of 2014. However, with the Constituent Assembly needing to take
account of an array of tribal, regional and ethnic fault lines, the transition to
democracy was widely expected to take longer. Regional divisions within the
country were further exacerbated in March by the dismissal of Ali Zeidan as
prime minister by the GNC in a controversy over control of oil exports.

Elections were finally held on 25 June 2014, and Abusahmain subse-
quently stood down in his capacity as interim president when Aguila Salah
Issa was elected president of the new House of Representatives and his
successor by parliament on 5 Aug. 2014.

Introduction

At the age of 77 Valdas Adamkus was elected president of Lithuania for a
second term in 2004, following the impeachment of Rolandas Paksas just
16 months after he took office. Once a blue-collar worker in a Chicago car
plant, Adamkus returned to his native Lithuania in 1997 after 48 years in the
USA and entered formal politics for the first time. Within a year he had
become president.

Early Life

Valdas Adamkus was born in Kaunas on 3 Nov. 1926. His father, Ignas
Adamkavic¢ius, was a civil servant and served as a volunteer in battles for
Lithuanian independence from Germany (achieved in Nov. 1918, although
the capital, Vilnius, came under Polish control in 1920). Kaunas became the
country’s de facto capital in 1922. In the Second World War, when Lithuania
was annexed by the USSR (July 1940), and then occupied by Nazi forces
(July 1941), Adamkus joined a resistance movement and published an under-
ground newspaper. When Lithuania was again invaded by the Red Army in
1944, he signed up to the National Defence Force and fought against Soviet
rule at the battle of Seda in the west of the country. Subsequently Adamkus
and his family were among around 60,000 Lithuanians who managed to flee
to Germany, where they were liberated by the Western Allies. After

Abusahmain, Nouri (Libya)

graduation from a Lithuanian school in Germany, Adamkus entered the
Faculty of Natural Science of the University of Munich. He also worked at
the World YMCA organization where he focused on helping displaced
Lithuanians. A keen sportsman, Adamkus competed at the Olympic Games
of the Enslaved Nations in 1948 and won two gold medals.

Adamkus, along with his parents, brother and sister emigrated to the USA
in 1949. He began work in a car factory and later took employment as a
draughtsman for an engineering firm. In 1960 he graduated as a construction
engineer from the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago. Throughout the
1950s and 1960s Adamkus organized demonstrations against the Soviet occu-
pation of Lithuania and initiated numerous petitions. Between 1961-65 he was
a member of the board of the Lithuanian Community in the USA. In the late
1960s he turned his attention to the environment, first heading a scientific
research centre and later working as deputy administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s mid-West office. His department’s work on improving
water quality and the environment in the Great Lakes was widely praised. From
1972 Adamkus became a regular visitor to Lithuania — he established links with
Vilnius University and helped various Soviet institutions to build water purifi-
cation facilities and set up environmental monitoring projects. When he
resigned as administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency in June
1997 he received the agency’s highest award for achievements in service and
a letter of thanks from the US president, Bill Clinton.

Following the USSR’s recognition of Lithuania’s independence on 6 Sept.
1991, Adamkus became increasingly involved in Lithuanian politics. He
spearheaded the electoral campaign of Stasys Lozoraitis (the ambassador to
the USA) in the 1993 presidential elections, although Lozoraitis lost to the
former communist Algirdas Brazauskas who had strong support in the poor,
rural areas. Adamkus actively participated in the campaign leading up to the
1996 general election, helping to unite the centre-right Christian Democrats
and the Homeland Union. They were guided to victory under Gediminas
Vagnorius, who became prime minister. The following year Adamkus
returned to Lithuania and was nominated by the Lithuanian Centre Union to
represent the council of the northern city of Siauliai. He stood in the presi-
dential election as an independent candidate on 21 Dec. 1997, winning
sufficient votes to contest a run-off with Arttiras Paulauskas on 4 Jan. 1998.

Career Peak

Adamkus beat the former prosecutor general by a margin of less than 1%
(14,256 votes), with his support coming mostly from the cities of Kaunas and
Klaipéda and the west of the country. As president from 1998-2003 he laid
the groundwork for Lithuania’s membership of NATO and the European
Union. Although popular with Lithuania’s new middle class, he lost his
2003 bid for re-election to Rolandas Paksas by a narrow margin. However,
the Paksas presidency was dogged by financial scandals and allegations of
links with the Russian Mafia, resulting in his impeachment in April 2004 for
divulging state secrets. In the presidential election of June 2004 Adamkus
won a second term after narrowly defeating former prime minister Kazimiera
Prunskien¢ in a run-off.

Most analysts predicted that Adamkus would continue to pursue a
strongly pro-Western foreign policy with an emphasis on links with
neighbouring Nordic states within the EU. In 2005 he declined the invitation
to attend the Russian war anniversary celebrations in Moscow.

In May—June 2006 the coalition government led by the Social Democratic
prime minister Algirdas Brazauskas collapsed. It was replaced by a new
centre-left minority administration under Gediminas Kirkilas, who was
approved by parliament as Adamkus’ second nominee for the premiership
in July. Following the Oct. 2008 parliamentary elections, Adamkus appointed
Andrius Kubilius of the Homeland Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats as
prime minister of a new centre-right coalition government in Nov.

He chose not to stand again in the 2009 presidential elections and was
succeeded by Dalia Grybauskaité on 12 July 2009.

Introduction

Konrad Adenauer was the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of
Germany, holding the post from 1949-63. Mayor of Cologne before World
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War II, he became Chancellor when he was 73. Having opposed the rise of
Nazism, in the Cold War he turned his attention to the threat of Soviet
expansion in Central Europe. A Christian Democrat, he saw the need for
West Germany to align itself with the West and to this end pursued closer ties
with the United States and worked to promote a united Europe. Though he
was criticized for failing to promote the re-unification of the two Germanies,
he succeeded in securing international recognition for West Germany, was
integral to its economic success and assisted the nation in coming to terms
with its recent past.

Early Life

Adenauer was born in Cologne on 5 Jan. 1876. He was the son of a civil
servant and his family had a strong Catholic background. He graduated in
Jurisprudence and Political Science, having studied at the Universities of
Freiburg, Munich and Bonn. Active in Cologne’s political life, he joined the
Municipal Council in 1906, becoming Deputy Mayor 3 years later and Mayor
in 1917. It was a position he held with distinction until 1933, when his
opposition to Hitler led to his dismissal. He was also an active Centre Party
member in the Provincial Diet and the Prussian State Council, of which he
was President from 1920-33.

He was imprisoned by the Nazis in 1934 and again in 1944, when he was
sent to a concentration camp. After World War II Adenauer was briefly
restored to office in Cologne, only to be removed, this time by British
officials. Adenauer was now able to devote all his energy to the formation
of the new Christian Democratic Union, a political party established by
Protestants and Catholics to oppose Nazism and promote economic growth
in a devastated Germany. In 1946 Adenauer was elected CDU chairman in the
British zone of occupation and soon after became its President.

Career Peak

After the Allies agreed a federal style government for West Germany, the
CDU formed a coalition with the Christian Social Union (CSU) and won
enough votes to form the government. In Sept. 1949 Adenauer was elected
Chancellor by one parliamentary vote. He quickly set about the task of
defining West Germany’s role on the international scene and, though a
pragmatist, his policies were guided by his Christian principles and a core
belief in the freedoms and responsibilities of the individual.

In 1951 West Germany joined the Council of Europe and the European
Coal and Steel Community (a precursor to the European Economic Commu-
nity). Adenauer favoured a European Defence Community and when this
project failed, West Germany joined NATO. The re-arming of the country put
Germany in the front line of the Cold War but was opposed by those who still
feared German aggression and by sections of the German population who
were war-weary and guilt-ridden after World War II. In 1958 Adenauer made
West Germany a founding member of the European Economic Community
(EEC).

Adenauer’s tenure as chancellor was the time of the German Economic
Miracle, though responsibility for this lay more with Finance Minister and
future Chancellor Ludwig Erhard than with Adenauer who concentrated on
foreign affairs. Adenauer won convincing victories in the elections of 1953
and 1957 but, by this time in his 80s, he was aware that time was short. Erhard
had become Vice Chancellor in 1957 but relations between the two men were
uneasy, and there was conflict over the terms West Germany should accept to
enter the EEC. Two years later Adenauer tried to block Erhard’s path to the
Chancellorship.

At the elections of 1961 Adenauer’s popularity was at a low ebb. He was
attacked for not having done more to oppose the building of the Berlin Wall,
and there was growing concern about his age. He was forced to form a
coalition government with the Free Democrat Party, who insisted that Ade-
nauer must resign before the next general election. Beset by allegations of
corruption, Adenauer lost a deal of credibility during the Spiegel Affair of
1962. The influential publication Der Spiegel had printed a number of articles
criticising the government, including one which alleged that Minister of
Defence, Franz Josef Strauss, had been drunk one night during the Cuban
Missile Crisis. Soon afterwards the Der Spiegel offices were raided by the
police. 11 people were arrested and the editor imprisoned for three and a half
months on charges of endangering national security. Adenauer distanced
himself but was later shown to have lied in parliament.

Adenauer’s last major act as Chancellor was the culmination of his
dream of closer relations with France. He met President de Gaulle in Paris
in Jan. 1963 where they signed a Treaty of Friendship. A short while later he
resigned.

Later Life

In retirement he wrote his biography and died on 20 April 1967, in Rhondorf.
Ludwig Erhard said of him, ‘Germany’s rebirth is indelibly linked with his
name’.

Introduction

HM King Bhumibol Adulyade;j (also known as Rama IX) enjoyed the longest
reign of any Thai sovereign. He inherited a monarchy tarnished by the
mysterious death of his predecessor and lacking a distinct role, having been
forced to relinquish absolute power only 14 years previously. King Bhumibol
re-established the monarchy as a central part of Thai society. He earned the
respect of his people through his relative informality and by twice intervening
in the political process to restore democracy.

Early Life

Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej was born on 5 Dec. 1927 at Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, where his father, Prince Mahidol, was at Harvard School of Public
Health. The young prince was taken to Thailand for his primary schooling,
but went to Switzerland for both secondary and university education.
Bhumibol was accompanied by his elder brother, Ananda, who had
succeeded to the throne in 1935 when he was a 10 year-old schoolboy.
Ananda returned to Thailand in 1946 to take up his duties, but within weeks
he was found shot dead in bed.

Career Peak

Bhumibol succeeded to the Thai throne on 9 July 1946 as result of his
brother’s violent and unexplained death. In the early years of his reign, the
young sovereign had to define a new role as a constitutional monarch.

In 1950 Bhumibol married Sirikit, the daughter of Prince Chandaburi
Suranath. The young couple tried to give the monarchy a more contemporary
appeal, undertaking long programmes of public appearances and tours. Like
so many Thai men, the King became a Buddhist monk for a short time. But he
attracted publicity for his keen interest in jazz. Bhumibol founded his own
jazz band and played on the public radio. He was an accomplished saxophon-
ist, the composer of more than 40 pieces and played with Benny Goodman,
Jack Teagarden and Stan Getz.

Bhumibol had won popularity by the time of his intervention in the
political crisis of 1971-73. The imposition of military rule sparked student
protests and later huge public demonstrations. Public dissent was ended only
after a direct plea from the King, who was instrumental in forcing the leaders
of the military government into exile. Bhumibol asked an academic to be
interim premier to oversee the drafting of a democratic constitution.

The period of democracy was brief and Thailand, threatened by instability
and the wars in neighbouring Indochina, suffered several coups. By 1988 a new
modus vivendi had emerged: the military and parliament shared power with
King Bhumibol acting as an intermediary between them. In 1992 popular
unrest again brought the King into the political arena. King Bhumibol helped
bring about the resignation of an unpopular army chief who was a leading
member of the military junta. A new constitution restored civilian government.

The King’s Golden Jubilee in 1996 was celebrated with genuine public
affection, and on his 60th birthday he was proclaimed ‘the Great’ by the Prime
Minister. In March and April 2010 the King received criticism for failing to
speak out against the violent protests that erupted in central Bangkok between
the government and pro-Thaksin red-shirt protesters. His silence was seen by
some as an indication of the waning of his political influence and his increas-
ing frailty after a 5 month period of hospitalization in late 2009.

On 22 May 2014 Bhumibol gave his approval to the military junta led by
Prayuth Chan-ocha, who had overthrown the interim government installed
following the impeachment of Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra.

Bhumibol died aged 88 in Oct. 2016. His son, the crown prince
Vajiralongkorn, requested that his proclamation as king be delayed in order
to prepare for the role. The president of the privy council, Prem Tinsulanonda,
subsequently took over as interim regent, with Prince Vajiralongkorn even-
tually accepting the throne on 1 Dec. 2016.
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Introduction

Bertie Ahern was Irish Prime Minister (Taoiseach) from 1997 to 2008,
heading coalitions comprising his Fianna Fail party, the Progressive Demo-
crats and, following the 2007 elections, the Green Party. He was instrumental
in brokering the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, the framework accord for
peace in Northern Ireland. Staunchly pro-European, he has encouraged the
expansion and closer unity of the EU. The second longest-serving Taoiseach
since Ireland achieved independence, and the first since 1944 to be elected
three times, Ahern oversaw a period of unprecedented prosperity and eco-
nomic growth in Ireland. Forced out of office by investigations into his
financial affairs, he remains an influential figure in Irish and European
politics.

Early Life

Bartholomew Ahern was born on 12 Sept. 1951 in Dublin. After studying
economics and computer science at University College Dublin and the
London School of Economics, he entered the Irish parliament (the Dail) in
1977 as the republican Fianna Fail member for a Dublin seat. Two years later
he joined the Dublin City Council, serving as lord mayor for a year in the late
1980s.

He first obtained government office in 1980 as a chief whip. Junior
ministerial posts followed until 1987 when he was appointed minister for
labour. In 1991 he took over the finance portfolio. In Nov. 1994, after 11 years
as Fianna Fail’s deputy leader, Ahern was voted Albert Reynolds’ successor.
He led Fianna Fail in opposition until 1997.

As Ireland’s biggest party following the June 1997 elections, Ahern was
prepared to form a coalition government with the Labour Party, but following
last minute realignments he went into government with the Progressive
Democrats.

Career Peak

Within a month of Ahern taking office the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
renewed its ceasefire, and all-party peace talks resumed in Sept. These
culminated in the Good Friday Agreement of April 1998. Amongst the
agreement’s key provisions were the creation of the Northern Irish assembly,
North—South ministerial council and British-Irish Council. It also laid out
guidelines for weapons decommissioning by paramilitary groups, although
negotiations were to stall on several occasions over this issue. Ahern mean-
while acknowledged that ending paramilitary violence was only a first step in
countering deep-rooted ‘tribalism’.

Ahern’s handling of the peace talks and Ireland’s healthy economy
maintained his popularity, although support fell in the Catholic community
after his separation from his wife. Also, within a year of taking office, two of
his long-term allies—former Taoiseach Charles Haughey and former minister
Ray Burke—were involved in embarrassing funding scandals.

Ahern was a leading advocate for the EU. He oversaw the transition from
the Irish pound to the euro in 2002 and expressed a wish that the UK would
also adopt the new currency, thus facilitating commerce between the Republic
of Ireland and the North. In Oct. 2002 he oversaw the endorsement via
referendum of the Nice Treaty, allowing ten new countries to join the EU in
2004 (the treaty having been rejected in an earlier Irish referendum in 2001).

Ahern won another term of office when Fianna Fail won the elections of
May 2002. In Oct. 2002 the Northern Irish Assembly executive was
suspended over allegations of IRA spying at the Northern Ireland Office.
Direct rule from London was reimposed and shortly afterwards the IRA cut
off its links with the international weapons decommissioning body. In May
2003 UK Prime Minister Blair postponed elections to the Northern Irish
Assembly, claiming that Sinn Féin leader Gerry Adams’ assurance that the
IRA would not do anything to undermine the peace process did not provide a
sufficient guarantee. Ahern refused to endorse Blair’s position but restated his
commitment to working with the UK government towards a lasting peace.
Subsequently, in July 2005, the IRA declared formally that it was ending its
armed campaign to pursue peaceful political dialogue—a move confirmed by
the international decommissioning body in Sept. despite Unionist scepticism.
In Oct. 2006 Ahern and Blair unveiled a new timetable for restoring

Ahern, Bertie (Ireland)

government power-sharing in Northern Ireland between the Protestant and
Catholic communities. The leaders of the Democratic Unionist Party and Sinn
Féin subsequently reached an historic agreement to share power from 8 May
2007 in a devolved administration to replace direct rule by the British
government.

In 2006 the Irish government became more unpopular as divisions
emerged within the coalition and Ahern admitted to receiving several large
loans from friends when he was finance minister in the 1990s. Nevertheless,
Fianna Fail remained the largest parliamentary party following elections in
May 2007 (but without an overall majority) and in June Ahern formed a new
coalition government with the Progressive Democrats and the Green Party. In
Sept. 2007 Ahern narrowly survived a vote of no-confidence brought against
him in the Ddil as the pressure on him owing to public investigations into his
personal financial affairs intensified. In April 2008, in the wake of further
revelations about financial irregularities, he announced that he would be
standing down as prime minister and Fianna Fail leader in May.

Later Life

In his resignation speech Ahern made explicit his intention to clear his name
of the allegations of corruption that dogged his final years in office. He
continues to represent his North Dublin constituency in the Ddil. In 2008 he
was appointed to the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on
Negotiation and Conflict Resolution and became a board member for
Co-operation Ireland, an anti-sectarian charity. He began writing a sports
column in a national newspaper in Aug. 2009 and released his autobiography
in Oct. 2009 but was criticized for claiming a tax break on his earnings.

Introduction

Ahmadou Babatoura Ahidjo was Cameroon’s first president from 1960
until 1982.

Early Life

Ahmadou Babatoura Ahidjo was born on 24 Aug. 1924 in Garoua, northern
Cameroon, to a Fulani village chief. From 1942-53 he worked as a radio
operator in the French Colonial administration, and in 1947 was elected to the
first territorial assembly. Re-elected in 1952, he became president of this
consultative panel in 1957. From 1953-56 he also served in France as the
Cameroon member of the French Union. In 1957 he was appointed vice
premier and minister of the interior in Cameroon’s government.

After the resignation in 1958 of the country’s first premier, André-Marie
Mbida, Ahidjo formed his own party, the Cameroonian Union (CNU), and
was elected Mbida’s successor. When French Cameroon won independence
from France in 1960, he was sworn in as the nation’s first president.

Career Peak

Following independence, Ahidjo oversaw unification with British Cameroon
in 1961 to form the Federal Republic of Cameroon. In the following decade
he faced rebellion from the Union of the Peoples of Cameroon, although by
1970 he had succeeded in quashing resistance. In 1972 he introduced an
unpopular constitution that ended the independence of British Cameroon. In
1976 he banned all political parties other than the CNU. Although
implementing authoritarian rule, Ahidjo established one of Africa’s most
stable countries, securing new terms in office in 1965, 1970, 1975 and 1980.

His economic policies brought about improvements in agriculture, edu-
cation, healthcare and transport. In the 1970s the discovery of oil transformed
the previously agrarian economy, paving the way for technological innova-
tion and underpinning increased national savings.

On 6 Nov. 1982 Ahidjo resigned as president citing health reasons. He
handed power to the prime minister, Paul Biya, though retained his position as
president of the CNU.
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Later Life

A growing rift between Ahidjo and Biya saw Ahidjo go into exile in France
on 19 July 1983. In his absence, Biya accused Ahidjo of plotting a coup,
sentencing him to death in Feb. 1984 (subsequently commuted to life impris-
onment). Ahidjo never returned to Cameroon and died on 30 Nov. 1989 in
Dakar, Senegal.

Introduction

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad won the run-off in Iran’s presidential election on
24 June 2005. The ultra-conservative former Revolutionary Guard and mayor
of Tehran promised to tackle domestic poverty and corruption, and analysts
expected an end to the fragile social reforms made under his predecessor,
President Mohammad Khatami. In foreign policy he has hardened Iran’s
stance towards the West, particularly over its nuclear programme, and
engaged in anti-Israeli rhetoric, which has heightened international tensions.
Signs of internal dissension during his first term were reflected in his hotly
disputed re-election in June 2009, which provoked waves of opposition
protests and repressive government retaliation for the rest of the year and
into 2010. He has since maintained his uncompromising position on Iran’s
nuclear development activities and sought to strengthen ties with left-leaning
Latin American governments in Venezuela, Nicaragua, Cuba and Ecuador.
However, in his second (and final term) of office he has overseen a further
decline in the Iranian economy, aggravated by ongoing international
sanctions, and has reportedly alienated Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei.

Early Life

The son of a blacksmith, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was born in 1956 in the
village of Aradan in northern Iran. The family moved to Tehran a year later. In
1976 he took up a place to study civil engineering at the Iran University of
Science and Technology (IUST). As a conservative student, he was support-
ive of Ayatollah Khomeini’s Islamic revolution in 1979. Some of the 52 Amer-
icans who were held hostage in the US embassy after the revolution allege
that Ahmadinejad was among those who captured them, though he strongly
denies the claim. He remained at the IUST until the late 1980s, taking a
master’s degree in civil engineering, followed by a PhD in traffic and trans-
portation engineering and planning, and then winning a professorship.

Ahmadinejad was drawn into the long-running Iran—Iraq war in 1986,
when he joined the Islamic Revolutionary Guards and fought on the Iraqi
border near Kirkuk. When the war ended in 1988, he worked as an engineer in
the local government offices of Maku and Khvoy in the province of West
Azarbayejan. In 1993 he became governor of the northwestern province of
Ardabil until he was ousted following the election of the reform-minded
President Mohammad Khatami in 1997. Returning to Tehran, Ahmadinejad
rejoined the IUST’s civil engineering faculty, where he remained until
May 2003.

Ahmadinejad was elected mayor of Tehran on 3 May 2003, and pursued
conservative policies. He closed down some fast-food restaurants and banned
an advertising campaign that featured a Western celebrity. His views were at
odds with President Khatami, who barred him from attending cabinet meet-
ings, a privilege normally accorded to mayors of the capital. With the backing
of conservative groups, Ahmadinejad contested the June 2005 presidential
elections. His campaign was aimed at the poor and disadvantaged, as well as
religious hardliners. He emphasized his working-class upbringing and prom-
ised to redistribute the country’s income from oil. In a run-off against the
former president, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, on 24 June 2005, Ahmadi-
nejad emerged victorious, with 63.4% of the vote, although there were
complaints of voting irregularities.

Career Peak

On 3 Aug. Ahmadinejad received the formal approval of Ayatollah Khame-
nei, and he became president on 6 Aug. 2005. In his inaugural address, he

called for unity and the building of a model state based on principles of
‘modern, advanced, and strong Islamic government’. However, he quickly
caused consternation both at home and abroad.

Within Iran, Ahmadinejad instituted a purge of various branches of
government, state economic agencies and the diplomatic service, drawing
accusations that he was exceeding his constitutional powers. By the end of
2006 there were signs of domestic opposition to his policies. In Dec. his
supporters fared badly in elections to local councils and to the powerful
Assembly of Experts. Iran’s economic malaise under his management
incurred parliamentary rebuke in Jan. 2007, reportedly supported by Khame-
nei, and in June 2007 his government introduced petrol rationing, provoking
public protests. There was also increasing evidence in 2007 of an unpopular
crackdown on civil liberties. However, in parliamentary elections in
March—April 2008 (in which many pro-reform candidates were barred from
standing) there was a strong showing by the president’s supporters.

The June 2009 presidential election saw Ahmadinejad win 62.6% of the
vote, ahead of his nearest rival Mir-Hossein Mousavi with 33.8%. However,
the opposition challenged the official results and accused the government of
election rigging, resulting in violent clashes between police and demonstra-
tors. Opposition unrest continued over the following months and was met
with a repressive backlash by security forces. The government, meanwhile,
claimed that outside interference was responsible for fomenting the upheaval.
In Dec. 2010 Ahmadinejad dismissed his foreign minister, Manouchehr
Mottaki, considered a political rival within the Iranian leadership, and
replaced him with Ali Akbar Salehi. However, his reported demand for the
intelligence minister, Heidar Moslehi, to resign in April 2011 was overruled
by Ayatollah Khamenei, fuelling speculation of a rift between them. In
parliamentary elections in March-May 2012 to the Islamic Consultative
Assembly, conservative candidates supporting Khamenei and opposing
Ahmadinejad won the majority of seats.

On the international stage, Iran’s resumption of uranium enrichment
from Aug. 2005 intensified Western concerns over nuclear weapons prolif-
eration. Ahmadinejad has maintained a belligerent stance on Iran’s refusal
to suspend enrichment, which has resulted in a series of punitive sanctions
by the United Nations Security Council, the USA and the European Union.
International suspicions were heightened in Sept. 2009 by the identification
of a secret uranium enrichment plant (Fordo) near the city of Qom and by
Iran’s test-firing of missiles capable of reaching targets across the Middle
East. Subsequent negotiations over the nuclear issue between Iran and
the major Western powers have to date come to nothing as reports of an
increasing enrichment capability at the Fordo facility have emanated from
the International Atomic Energy Agency. Tensions were further exacerbated
by US accusations in Oct. 2011 of Iranian complicity in an alleged plot to
kill the Saudi ambassador to Washington and by the ransacking of the
British embassy in Tehran by an Iranian crowd in Dec. that year, in response
to which all Iranian diplomats were expelled from the UK. In Jan. 2012
Ahmadinejad’s government threatened to block the shipping of oil exports
through the Strait of Hormuz and warned its Arab Gulf neighbours not to
back Western attempts to isolate Iran. Nevertheless, further punitive US and
EU sanctions, targeting Iranian oil exports in particular, took effect in June
and July that year.

Meanwhile, anti-Israeli speeches by Ahmadinejad and his denunciation
of the Holocaust as a myth have continued to provoke international con-
demnation. In Sept. 2010, in his address to the UN General Assembly,
he accused the US government of orchestrating the 11 Sept. 2001
suicide hijacking attacks to reverse its declining influence in the Middle
East and to prop up Israel, prompting a walkout by Western diplomats.
His remarks were labelled ‘abhorrent and delusional’. In his UN address in
Sept. 2012 he accused Israel of intimidating Iran with threats to attack its
nuclear facilities.

Ahmadinejad was not eligible to stand again in presidential elections held
in June 2013, which were won by Hassan Rouhani, a moderate cleric. On
3 Aug. 2013 Ahmadinejad stepped down as Rouhani took over the Iranian
presidency. Ahmadinejad was subsequently appointed as a member of the
Expediency Council, an advisory body for the Supreme Leader.

Later Life

In June 2016 it was reported that Ahmadinejad was planning to stand in the
presidential election of May 2017. However, in Sept, 2016 Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei advised Ahmadinejad not to run for president. In
April 2017 he registered to run but the Guardian Council, which vets
candidates, rejected his nomination.
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Introduction

Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed was elected transitional president of Somalia in
Oct. 2004. The transitional government began its return from exile in
Kenya in June 2005, a step towards establishing the country’s first func-
tioning government since the overthrow of President Siad Barre in 1991.
Following an Ethiopian-backed offensive by government forces against a
rival Islamist administration at the end of 2006, he entered the capital,
Mogadishu, for the first time as head of state in Jan. 2007. However, his
authority over the country remained tenuous. Abdullahi resigned as presi-
dent in Dec. 2008 following a bitter power struggle with Prime Minister Nur
Hassan Hussein.

Early Life

Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed was born on 15 Dec. 1934 in Galcacyo in the Mudug
province of Italian Somalia. He studied in Italy and the Soviet Union and,
following the country’s independence in June 1960, joined the Somali
National Army (SNA). He achieved the rank of colonel but refused to take
part in the coup led by Siad Barre in Oct. 1969. Ahmed was jailed but released
in the early 1970s and appointed manager of a state agency. He was reinstated
as a commander in 1977 when the SNA attempted to ‘liberate’ the ethnically-
Somali region of Ogaden in Ethiopia.

The following year, with the support of several members of his Majerteen
clan, Ahmed staged an unsuccessful coup and fled to Kenya. Moving to
Ethiopia in 1979, he formed the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF)
to oppose Siad Barre. Ahmed became embroiled in arguments with the
Ethiopian leader, Haile Mengistu, and was jailed, released only in 1991
when the dictator’s regime fell.

Siad Barre was driven out of Mogadishu, the Somali capital, on 27 Jan.
1991 by the United Somali Congress militia. Somalia slid into anarchy,
divided into a dozen regions controlled by warlords. Ahmed focused his
political ambitions in Puntland and was elected president of the relatively
peaceful province in July 1998. Having failed to extend his term of office,
which expired on 1 July 2001, he fought for control of the country. In the
election for the transitional presidency of Somalia, held in the Kenyan capital,
Nairobi, on 10 Oct. 2004, he received 189 out of 268 votes.

Career Peak

Ahmed promised to rebuild his war-ravaged country and asked for interna-
tional assistance. The transitional government began returning to Somalia in
June 2005 but arguments broke out over its location, with Ahmed favouring
Jowhar while other members supported a return to Mogadishu. The parlia-
ment met for the first time in Feb. 2006 at a compromise location, Baidoa in
central Somalia.

The fragile authority of the transitional government was further
undermined in mid-2006 by the rise of a rival Islamist administration
whose militias seized control of Mogadishu and much of the south of the
country from clan warlords who had held sway since the fall of Siad
Barre. A political stand-off ensued between the Islamists and Ahmed’s
government, which turned to neighbouring Ethiopia to guarantee its secu-
rity. In Dec. government troops backed by Ethiopian forces launched an
offensive against the Islamist militias who retreated in Jan. 2007. Ahmed
entered Mogadishu in late Dec. 2006 for the first time since taking office
in 2004 to assume nominal authority over the country. However, despite
the deployment of an African Union peacekeeping force from March 2007,
fierce fighting between Islamist insurgents and Ethiopian-backed govern-
ment forces ignited again throughout the year, particularly in Mogadishu,
fuelling a refugee exodus and humanitarian crisis. Ahmed’s strained
relationship with Prime Minister Ali Muhammad Ghedi meanwhile
resulted in the latter’s resignation in Oct. 2007 and his replacement in
Nov. by Nur Hassan Hussein. The president’s relationship with the new
prime minister was similarly turbulent and Ahmed resigned in Dec. 2008
after his attempt to sack Hussein was dismissed as unconstitutional by
parliament.

Ahmed, Abdullahi Yusuf (Somalia)

Introduction

Following the Arab Socialist Renaissance (Ba’ath) Party coup of 17 July
1968, Ahmad Al Bakr was the political leader of Iraq and commander-in-
chief of the armed forces until his resignation in July 1979. He was also
minister of defence from 1973-77.

Early Life

Al Bakr was born in Tikrit in 1914. He pursued a military career initially,
serving in the army until 1958 when he was forced to retire for revolutionary
activities as a member of the Ba’ath. Following the Feb. 1963 coup against
Gen. Qassim, Al Bakr served briefly as Prime Minister and then Vice-
President until Jan. 1964.

Career Peak

He took power as President, Prime Minister, and as Chairman of the newly-
established Revolutionary Command Council following the Ba’ath coup in
July 1968, thereafter governing in concert with his increasingly influential
deputy, Saddam Hussein. In 1969 he was promoted to the military rank of
Field Marshal. With a militant, nationalist background in the Ba’ath Party, he
maintained total opposition while in office to any compromise with Israel in
the Middle East conflict. Good relations with the Soviet Union were mean-
while reinforced by a 15-year friendship treaty in 1972. Al Bakr also oversaw
a short-lived improvement in relations with Iran by agreeing a treaty in 1975
to settle the longstanding disputes over territorial sovereignty of the Shatt
al-Arab waterway and Iranian aid to Kurdish rebels in Iraq. The later Iraqi
abrogation of this agreement by Saddam Hussein sparked the Iran—Iraq war in
Sept. 1980. On 16 July 1979 Al Bakr announced his retirement, reportedly
because of declining health having earlier suffered a heart attack. Power was
transferred peacefully to Saddam Hussein.

Later Life
Al Bakr died on 4 Oct. 1982 in Baghdad.

Introduction

Shaikh Jaber succeeded Sabah al-Salim al-Sabah as Amir of Kuwait on the
latter’s death on 31 Dec. 1977. External events dominated his reign, in
particular the Iran—Iraq War of 1980—-88 and the Iraqi invasion and ensuing
Gulf War in 1990-91. Despite the existence of a partially elected parliamen-
tary assembly, Jabar maintained the absolute authority of the monarchy. He
held the post of Amir until his death in Jan. 2006.

Early Life

Shaikh Jaber was born in 1928, the eldest son of Shaikh Ahmed al-Jaber
al-Sabah, under whose regency oil had first been discovered in Kuwait in the
1930s. His mother was a royal cousin. He was educated in local private
schools and by palace tutors before his first public appointment in 1949 as
Chief of Public Security in the oilfields of Ahmadi governate. In 1959 he
became head of the Department of Finance and Economy, which was
renamed the Ministry of Finance in 1962 following Kuwaiti independence
the previous year. He was appointed Crown Prince in May 1966, serving also
as Prime Minister until his accession as Amir in 1977.
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Career Peak

In 1980 Shaikh Jaber decreed the restoration of the National Assembly that
his predecessor had dissolved in 1976, briefly raising expectations of greater
democratization. Subsequently, his regime was damaged by the 1982 collapse
of the Souk el-Manakh unofficial stock market and the political violence
associated with the Iran-Iraq conflict that spilled over into the skaikhdom.
Among the terrorist attacks by militant Shia Muslims was an assassination
attempt on the Amir in May 1985. In July 1986 Jaber dissolved the National
Assembly, imposed stricter press censorship, and declared that he would rule
by decree. Pro-democracy pressure led to fresh elections for a new National
Council in June 1990, but less than 2 months later the country was occupied
by Iraqi forces. The invasion placed Kuwait under direct foreign rule for the
first time in its history. Although sovereignty was restored in Feb. 1991,
following the Gulf War, the Amir was criticised for spending the period of
occupation abroad and delaying his return to Kuwait after the war ended. The
National Assembly was reconstituted, again with limited suffrage, in Oct.
1992, but Shaikh Jaber and the royal family remained in control. The Amir
reportedly suffered a brain haemorrhage in Sept. 2001.

In July 2003, following elections to the National Assembly, the Amir
appointed his brother, the former foreign minister, Shaikh Sabah al-Ahmed
al-Jaber al-Sabah as prime minister. This was the first time since indepen-
dence that the premiership had not been held by the heir to the throne. In a
further step towards democratization, and following on from the Amir’s 1999
decree on women’s suffrage, the National Assembly passed legislation in
May 2005 granting women the right to vote and to run for office beginning
in 2007.

Shaikh Jabar al-Ahmed al-Jabar al-Sabah died in Jan. 2006 after an
extended period of ill health. Kuwait declared 40 days of mourning. Crown
prince Shaikh Saad al-Abdullah al-Salim al-Sabah was appointed by the
cabinet to succeed him. However, 9 days later Kuwaiti parliament voted
65-0 to oust the new Amir on health grounds. He was replaced by his cousin,
prime minister Shaikh Sabah.

Introduction

Hafez al-Assad, soldier and Ba’athist politician, came to power in Syria in
1970 after staging a successful coup while serving as defence minister.
Having become Prime Minister, he was then sworn in as President in March
1971. He was reappointed for a fifth 7-year presidential term in 1999 but died
in June 2000 when he was succeeded by his son Bashar. Assad is credited
with bringing political stability to Syria, albeit through repression, and
increasing his country’s influence in the Arab world.

Early Life

Born on 6 Oct. 1930 in Qardaha, Lattakia district, Assad belonged to the
minority Alawi Islamic sect. As a student activist, he was active against
French colonial rule. Independence came in 1946, the year he joined the
Arab Socialist Renaissance (Ba’ath) Party. In 1952 Assad entered the Military
Academy at Homs, graduating in 1955 as a fighter pilot. His later military
training included a period in the former Soviet Union, with which he was to
maintain close political and military links. During Syria’s brief federation
with Egypt (as the United Arab Republic from 1958-61) Assad served in the
air force in Cairo. He was transferred to a civilian post following Syria’s
secession from the federation after a new government took power in a coup in
Sept. 1961. With other officers, he formed an underground military commit-
tee that plotted the Ba’athist takeover in March 1963. Factional conflict
within the Ba’ath Party led to a further coup in Feb. 1966 by nationalist and
military elements (including Assad) against the progressive, mainly civilian
politicians. As minister of defence and air force commander, Assad was
unable to prevent Syria’s territorial loss of the Golan Heights during the
Arab-Israeli Six-Day War of June 1967. Implacable hostility to Israel defined
his political career from that time.

Career Peak

On 12 Nov. 1970 Assad took full control in the fifth coup attempt in Syriain a
decade, arresting his chief rival (and the effective leader) Salah al-Jadid, and
other members of the government. Once in power, he launched his ‘corrective
movement’ aimed at stemming corruption in government and bringing Syria
back into the Arab political mainstream. He became Prime Minister and then,
following a referendum, President in March 1971. In Aug. 1971 the Syrian
regional command of the Ba’ath Party elected Assad as secretary-general.
A new constitution in 1973 confirmed the Ba’ath Party as ‘the leading party in
the state and society’. It also became the dominant force within the National
Progressive Front, a broad umbrella grouping of the country’s legal parties,
formed in 1972.

With Soviet assistance, Assad sought to strengthen the Syrian military. He
also courted wider domestic support by promoting economic development
(under state control), land reform measures and the expansion of education.
He would not, however, tolerate any challenge to his rule. Political and
religious opposition, principally from within the Sunni Muslim majority
population, was suppressed — most obviously in his military crackdown
against a rebellion by the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood in Hama in 1982,
which resulted in a shattered city and thousands of deaths.

In 1983 Assad suffered a heart attack. His brother and rival, Rifaat, used
troops under his control to try to seize power in the early months of 1984, but
Assad recovered sufficiently to regain control. Although stripped of any
power base, Rifaat retained his nominal position as a vice president until his
dismissal and exile in 1998.

Assad’s foreign policy was founded on Arab nationalism, independence
from foreign (particularly Western) influences, and opposition to Israel. His
relations with other Middle Eastern states varied, periodic disputes erupting
with Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and the more conservative Arab govern-
ments. A surprise Syrian-Egyptian offensive against Israel in Oct. 1973
(to recover territories lost in 1967 and in support of the Palestinian cause)
proved unsuccessful despite initial military successes. In 1982, when Israel
invaded and occupied Lebanon, Syrian forces were again repulsed. Although
throughout his presidency Assad declared his readiness to conclude a peace
agreement with Israel, he maintained his demand right up to his death that all
occupied Syrian territory be returned. He also resented President Sadat of
Egypt, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and King Hussein of Jordan for
abandoning the common Arab nationalist front by signing their own bilateral
peace agreements with Israel.

Assad’s military intervention in the Lebanese civil war in 1976 led even-
tually to Syrian hegemony over its neighbour (despite further clashes with
Israeli forces). He also established close links with Iran following the 1979
Islamic Revolution, a stance condemned by some Arab regimes during the war
between Iraq and Iran in the 1980s. His alliance with Iran was partly for reasons
of longstanding rivalry with the Iraqi wing of the Ba’ath Party and personal
enmity towards Iraq’s President Saddam Hussein. Assad contributed Syrian
troops to the US-led coalition that drove Iraqi forces out of Kuwait following
Saddam’s invasion and occupation in Aug. 1990. This co-operation led to better
relations with Western governments which had previously imposed diplomatic
and other sanctions and accused Syria of sponsoring terrorism.

Re-elected overwhelmingly as President in Feb. 1999 (and similarly
returned in 1978, 1985 and 1992), Assad died of a heart attack on 10 June
2000 in Damascus.

Introduction

A former mayor of Managua, Arnoldo Aleméan Lacayo was president of
Nicaragua from 1996-2000, representing the right-wing Alianza Liberal
(Liberal Alliance; AL) party. An opponent of the Sandinistas, Aleman
defeated Ortega to become president of Nicaragua from 1996-2000.
Known as El Gordo (‘The Fat Man’. for his physical and financial appetite,
he was convicted on corruption and theft charges in 2003.
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Early Life

Born on 23 Jan. 1946, Aleman studied law at the Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de Nicaragua in Managua, graduating in 1967. In 1986 while he
was president of the National Association of Coffee Producers in Managua,
he was imprisoned by the Sandinista government for counter-revolutionary
activity. On his release he was banned from leaving the country for 3 years
and put under surveillance.

Aleman was mayor of Managua between 1990-96 when he attempted to
renovate the city using international aid, although results were limited. Much
of the city centre destroyed in the 1972 earthquake had not been rebuilt.
Aleman also ordered many of the murals depicting the revolution on public
buildings to be painted over. During this time Aleman became involved with
the conservative Partido Liberal Constitucionalista (Constitutional Liberal
Party; PLC). In Dec. 1994 he formed the AL to support his 1996 presidential
campaign. The party is an alliance of various liberal parties including the
Partido Liberal Nacionalista, led by Aleman. On 20 Oct. 1996 he stood for
election along with 25 other candidates. His main rival was the Frente
Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (Sandinista National Liberation Front;
FSLN) leader Daniel Ortega Saavedra. Aleman won with 51% of votes to
Ortega’s 38%.

Career Peak

On his election Aleméan pledged to fight poverty and unemployment and
promote economic growth, familiar promises in a country that is currently the
poorest in the Western hemisphere. The main obstacle was Nicaragua’s
enormous debt. In 1995 Nicaragua’s per capita GDP was US$390, while
per capita debt equalled US$2100. High inflation, which at one time reached
four figures, was also a problem. Aleman’s other aims were to boost agricul-
ture, encourage small producers, return to private ownership property appro-
priated by the Sandinista Marxist regime and reform the complex bureaucracy
left over from the same era. A programme agreed with the IMF in Feb. 1998
underlined Aleman’s aim to implement free market policies. By 1999 infla-
tion had dropped to 12%, but unemployment was up to 70% in some areas.
Any improvements made by the Aleman government were set back by
Hurricane Mitch. In Oct. 1998 the hurricane devastated Central America
and the Caribbean. In Nicaragua alone 2,447 people were killed and 20% of
the population were left homeless. 80% of crops were destroyed and the total
damage was estimated at US$1bn. Aleman came under severe criticism for
his handling of the crisis, including delays in distributing foreign aid and his
refusal to accept the help of Cuban doctors, claiming it would cause more
chaos.

Aleman came under pressure to explain a large increase in his bank
account whilst Mayor of Managua. In Jan. 2000, Aleman and Ortega
profited from their respective parties’ majority in the assembly to arrange
a pact limiting other parties’ chances for the 2000 municipal elections and
protecting Aleman’s and Ortega’s personal interests (Ortega himself faced
charges of sexual abuse of his stepdaughter). As a consequence, public
support plummeted and Nicaragua failed to qualify for debt relief
under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. In the Nov. 2000
municipal elections the FSLN won many key seats, including Managua.
Despite winning in over 90 towns, the AL lost the major city of Granada to
the Partido Conservador de Nicaragua, among others, underlining
the general swing away from Aleman’s populist government. In a close
fought election in Nov. 2001 Aleman’s vice president, PLC representative
Enrique Bolafios Geyer, beat the FSLN candidate Ortega by 56-3% of votes
to 42-3%.

Later Life

The congressional immunity that Aleman had enjoyed since 2000 was
revoked in Sept. 2002 following an historic vote by Nicaragua’s parliament.
This paved the way for him to face long-standing accusations of corruption
when in office and in Dec. 2002 he was formally charged with the theft of
US$100m. of state funds. The charges were levelled by his successor and
former vice-president, Bolafios, who vowed to fight corruption when he took
office in 2001. Aleman denied the charges but his assets were frozen. After a
period of house-arrest owing to ill-health, he was convicted of electoral
crimes, money-laundering, fraud and embezzlement in Dec. 2003, sentenced
to 20 years and fined US$10m.

Alfonsin, Raul (Argentina)

Introduction

Raul Ricardo Alfonsin was president of Argentina between 1983-89
representing the centrist Unién Civica Radical (Radical Civic Union; UCR).
He was democratically elected after 7 years of military rule. Despite
reforming the military and promoting human rights, Alfonsin exacerbated
the precarious economic situation he had inherited.

Early Life

Alfonsin was born on 13 March 1927 in Chascomus, Buenos Aires province.
After a military academy schooling, he studied law at the Universidad
Nacional de La Plata, graduating in 1950. Following 10 years of work in
regional politics, Alfonsin was elected to UCR president Arturo Umberto
Illia’s parliament in 1963. In 1966 a military coup deposed Illia and his team.
In 1973 Alfonsin stood as the UCR candidate in the presidential elections, but
was defeated by the Peronist Frente Justicialista de Liberacion candidate
Héctor Campora.

During the ‘Dirty War’ (1976-83), Alfonsin was a vocal critic of the
repressive military regime. He wrote his book La cuestion Argentina in
response to human rights abuses and cofounded the Asamblea Permanente
por los Derechos Humanos (Permanent Assembly for Human Rights).

Career Peak

In the democratic presidential elections of 1983, the UCR’s main rival was the
Peronist Partido Justicialista (Justicialist Party; PJ). Alfonsin’s campaign was
aided when the PJ candidate for Buenos Aires, Herminio Iglesias, burnt a
coffin wrapped in the UCR flag. Alfonsin won with 52% of votes compared to
Italo Ludes’ 40%.

On his election Alfonsin pledged to uphold democracy and stabilize
Argentina after decades of coup and counter coup. He was faced with a dire
economy left over from 8 years of military rule. High inflation and national
debt were coupled with military discontent and labour disputes. After nego-
tiations with the IMF, Alfonsin introduced his Plan Austral in 1985 with
limited success. Despite failing to resolve Argentina’s economic problems,
Alfonsin was instrumental in reforming the military and appeasing human
rights supporters. In addition to cuts in the military budget and staffing, trials
in 1985-86 resulted in the imprisonment of key military leaders responsible
for human rights abuses during the ‘Dirty War’. But the military forced
Alfonsin to abandon trying lower ranked military and police officers.

By 1989 the economy was in a disastrous state. Amid severe recession
and hyperinflation Alfonsin was forced to give way to incoming president
Carlos Menem 5 months early.

Later Life
Alfonsin died on 31 March 2009.

Introduction

Muammar Gaddafi took power in a military coup against the monarchy in
1969, espousing radical Arab nationalism and Islamic socialist policies. His
revolutionary fervour frequently brought him into conflict with the Western
powers, which held him responsible for acts of international terrorism. How-
ever, in the first decade of the twenty-first century there were improvements in
diplomatic and business relations after Gaddafi settled the Lockerbie bomb-
ing claims and agreed to stop developing weapons of mass destruction.
Domestic opposition to his rule grew, however, and in early 2011 a popular
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movement emerged calling for him to step down. In Aug. 2011 insurgents
seized control of the capital and installed an interim administration. Gaddafi
remained in hiding until Oct. 2011 when he was captured by National
Transitional Council forces and killed.

Early Life

Born into a Bedouin family near Sirte in June 1942, Gaddafi’s education was
strongly religious and he remains a devout and austere Muslim. He was also
influenced in his early life by the Arab nationalist ideology of President
Nasser and the Egyptian revolution. In 1965 Gaddafi graduated from the
Royal Libyan Military Academy in Benghazi. As he and other officers of like
mind rose through the ranks, their radicalism was fuelled by the humiliating
defeat of Arab forces by Israel in the Six Day War of 1967. Gaddafi and others
in a Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) deposed King Idris on 1 Sept.
1969 in a bloodless coup.

Career Peak

The RCC, with Gaddafi as chairman, instigated a programme of revolutionary
reform. British and US military bases in Libya were closed in 1970, foreign-
owned oil companies were nationalized and extended welfare provision was
funded from oil export revenues. Assuming increasingly dictatorial powers,
Gaddafi pursued wider Arab unity, initiating a series of unsuccessful schemes
for merging Libya with other Arab countries (including Egypt, Syria, Tunisia,
Chad, Morocco and Algeria), while maintaining implacable opposition to
Israel. His Islamic socialist ideology was published in The Green Book, and in
1977 he promulgated a new constitution. This established the Great Socialist
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, which vested power in the masses through
the General People’s Congress (GPC). In 1979 Gaddafi relinquished his
formal posts in the administration but remained Libya’s undisputed leader.

With a reputation in international circles for erratic and unpredictable
moves, Gaddafi mobilized Libya’s oil wealth in support of revolutionary and
terrorist groups around the world, intervening militarily in neighbouring
states, particularly Chad. Accusing Gaddafi of sponsoring terrorism, the
USA and UK bombed Tripoli and Benghazi in April 1986 in a reprisal air
operation. In 1992 United Nations sanctions were imposed on Libya to force
the extradition of two Libyan nationals implicated in an aircraft bombing
atrocity over Lockerbie in Scotland in Dec. 1988. Gaddafi eventually relented
and in 1999 surrendered the two principal suspects for trial in the Netherlands.
One of the accused was convicted and sentenced in 2001. In 2003 Libya
signed an agreement to compensate families of the Lockerbie bombing
victims. Once the Libyan leader formally took responsibility for the atrocity,
the UN Security Council voted to lift sanctions. In March 2004 the UK prime
minister, Tony Blair, met with Gaddafi following the latter’s promise to
abandon programmes to develop weapons of mass destruction and to allow
weapons inspectors into Libya. Diplomatic links with the USA were restored
in May 2006.

In 2006 his unpredictable regime again came under international scrutiny
as Libyan courts upheld death sentences on six foreign medical workers
charged controversially with infecting hundreds of Libyan children with
AIDS. However, the sentences were later commuted to imprisonment before
the detainees were freed in July 2007 following diplomatic intervention by the
European Union.

Libya’s international rehabilitation progressed further in 2008 as the
country took over the 1 month rotating presidency of the UN Security Council
in Jan. and the US Secretary of State made the highest-level US visit to Libya
since 1953 in Sept. In Feb. 2009 Gaddafi was elected to chair of the African
Union for the year and in June made his first state visit to Italy.

In Aug. 2009 Abdelbaset Ali al-Megrahi, a Libyan national convicted in
2001 for the Lockerbie bombing, was released from prison in Scotland on
compassionate grounds (he was suffering from a seemingly terminal illness).
However, the decision was denounced by the US government and his trium-
phal return to Libya provoked outrage among the families of the victims of the
atrocity.

In Feb.-March 2011 an eruption of popular opposition to autocratic
governments across the Arab world led to an uprising against Gaddafi’s
long-standing regime, particularly in the east of the country. Gaddafi mobi-
lized his supporters to resist the insurrection, not only incurring international
condemnation over the level of violence but also prompting an exodus of
foreign workers from the country as the threat of civil war grew. In March the
UN, with Arab League backing, authorized a no-fly zone over Libya and
permitted air strikes if deemed necessary to protect civilians. In May the
International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Gaddafi in respect of
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‘widespread and systematic attacks’ on civilians. In Aug. rebel forces took
Tripoli. The rebel-led National Transitional Council became the de facto
government, although Gaddafi remained at large and refused to cede power.
In Sept. a fresh assault on Gaddafi’s hometown of Sirte was launched. Gaddafi
was found hiding in a drainage pipe by National Transitional Council troops
on 20 Oct. and killed. Acting Prime Minister Mahmoud lJibril, who
announced the death, said he had been killed in a crossfire between Gaddafi
loyalists and fighters from the transitional authorities, although the exact
circumstances were unclear. He died aged 69, having ruled Libya for 42 years.

Introduction

A Sunni Muslim and billionaire businessman, Rafiq al-Hariri took office as
prime minister for a second time in Oct. 2000, having previously served as
premier and minister of finance from 1992-98. He has been credited with the
rebuilding of Beirut during the 1990s. He resigned in 2004.

Early Life

Al-Hariri was born in Sidon on 1 Nov. 1944. Having graduated from the Arab
University of Beirut, he emigrated to Saudi Arabia in 1965, to work as a
teacher. He then became a successful entrepreneur, particularly in engineering
and construction, with an international reputation. Using his wealth, he set up
the Hariri Foundation, a philanthropic organization supporting social and
educational development projects. His political career started in 1983-84
when he took part in conferences in Lausanne and Geneva in Switzerland
aiming to end the conflict in Lebanon. In 1989 he was involved in the
successful negotiations leading to the Taif Accord for national conciliation,
which was voted into the constitution of the Lebanese second republic the
following year.

Career Peak

In Oct. 1992 al-Hariri became prime minister following the first elections to
the National Assembly (adapted to reflect the sectarian balance) since 1972.
He made the rehabilitation of the country’s infrastructure, particularly in
Beirut, a government priority, implementing a multi-billion dollar reconstruc-
tion programme but incurring a high level of public debt at the same time. He
continued in office following parliamentary elections in 1996, but stood down
in Dec.1998 amid differences with President Lahoud and allegations of
government corruption. Voter dissatisfaction with the government of his
successor was reflected in the National Assembly elections of Aug.—Sept.
2000, and Hariri was reappointed prime minister on 23 Oct. 2000. However,
he resigned on 20 Oct. 2004 following differences over the extension to
President Lahoud’s period in office. Al-Hariri was killed in a car bomb attack
in Beirut on 14 Feb. 2005.

Introduction

On 25 Aug. 2014 the Islamist-dominated former General National Congress
(GNC) appointed Omar al-Hasi as prime minister. This direct challenge to the
elected House of Representatives left Libya with two rival governments, with
al-Hasi’s administration unrecognized by the wider international community
but in control of large swathes of the country.

Early Life

Omar al-Hasi was a lecturer of political science at the University of Benghazi
before he entered politics. A candidate for the premiership at the intended
election of 29 April 2014, which was postponed when gunman stormed
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parliament, he was defeated by Ahmed Maiteeq in the rescheduled vote on
5 May.

In the ensuing political deadlock and amid fighting for control of the
capital, Tripoli, the outgoing GNC reconvened with the attendance of 94 pol-
iticians, the minimum required for a recall of parliament. It appointed al-Hasi
as premier and mandated him to form a ‘salvation government’.

Career Peak

Against a backdrop of questions over its legitimacy, al-Hasi’s administration
has lacked widespread recognition by the international community, which has
favoured the democratically-elected government based in Tobruk. In Nov.
2014 al-Hasi argued for new elections, insisting that an administration led by
himself and the GNC could restore stability. He warned the Tobruk-based
government that any attempt on its part to assert control over the oil industry
would escalate the political conflict and could force the break-up of the

country.

Introduction

Ramiz Alia was President of Albania between 1982-92 but it was not until
1985, when his mentor Enver Hoxha died and he became leader of the Party
of Labour, that he assumed full power. Though Hoxha’s chosen successor, he
was a more pragmatic leader and pursued closer links with the outside world
in an effort to halt Albania’s ever-worsening economic decline. He
re-established links with the USA, USSR and China and relaxed some of
the most unpopular social and political restrictions. It was too little, however,
to satisfy the growing demands for reform from within Albania and in 1992
his party was defeated at the first democratic elections in decades.

Early Life

Alia was born on 18 Oct. 1925 in Shkodér, Albania to a Muslim family who
were originally from Kosovo. He was educated at a French school in Tirana.
He joined the Albanian Communist Party (which became the Party of Labour
in 1948) during World War II, and was active in its associated Army of
National Liberation. Following the war he worked with the Party’s youth
movement and in 1949 was elected to the Party’s Central Committee. He
spent a year in the Soviet Union to receive training during the mid-1950s and
returned to Albania to hold the post of Minister of Education between
1955-58. During this period he also became an alternate member of the
Politburo and was called onto the Party’s Secretariat where he was put in
charge of the Propaganda and Agitation Department.

Under Hoxha, Alia was heavily involved in criticizing Yugoslavia, the
Soviet Union and China before the respective breaks with these countries and
also played a leading role in enforcing Hoxha’s will upon the Albanian
people. Following Hoxha’s political manoeuvring in 1981 and 1982, during
which Prime Minister Mehmet Shehu and a number of his supporters died, he
was made head of Parliament. Hoxha remained as the Party of Labour’s First
Secretary, but he gradually moved away from the political scene and died in
1985. Aliareplaced him as head of the Party and was the country’s undisputed
leader.

Career Peak

No longer shackled by Hoxha’s disastrous insistence on isolation, Alia began
to re-establish ties with foreign partners. By the late 1980s there was contact
between Albania and China, diplomatic relations with West Germany were
re-instated in 1987, with the Soviet Union in 1990 (though the country had
officially opposed Gorbachev’s move towards reform) and with the USA the
following year. Relations with Italy and Greece were also improved. Interna-
tional economic aid was slow in coming because Hoxha’s 1976 constitution
prohibited the acceptance of outside help. However, the country did benefit
economically following its move away from isolationism.

Albania’s industrial base was short on technology but began to improve
under Alia via foreign expertise and resources. Nonetheless goods and ser-
vices often had to be obtained by barter. Some free-market mechanisms were
introduced along with social reforms including greater freedom of movement,

Alia, Ramiz (Albania)

relaxation in restrictions of religious practice and a brake on the activities of
the feared secret police.

Calls for reform continued to grow louder. In late 1990 the government
was forced to permit other political parties. In a free election in March 1991
Alia’s party won convincingly and, though Alia lost his own seat, he was
re-appointed President. The government collapsed in June and renamed itself
the Socialist Party. Popular protests continued, a general strike was threatened
and new elections were called for March 1992 in which the Socialists were
defeated by a Democrat-led opposition. Alia subsequently resigned as
president.

Later Life

In Sept. 1992 Alia and a number of former allies were arrested on charges of
corruption and in 1994 he was sentenced to 9 years imprisonment. He was
released during an amnesty but was re-arrested on different charges before
fleeing to Sweden in early 1997. Charges against him were dropped in Oct.
1997 and he returned to Albania the following Dec. Alia died of lung
problems on 6 Oct. 2011 aged 85.

Introduction

Heydar Aliyev was head of the Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan from 1969-82
and deputy prime minister of the USSR from 1982-87. After a high-profile
Soviet career he emerged as an Azeri nationalist and in 1993 became presi-
dent of independent Azerbaijan. Confronted by the restructuring problems of
a former Soviet state, his tenure was overshadowed by conflict with the
separatist Nagorno-Karabakh region. Aliyev encouraged a cult of personality,
and was reluctant to give free reign to opposition parties. His son, Ilham,
succeeded him in dynastic fashion in 2003 shortly before his death.

Early Life

Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev was born in the autonomous state of Nakhichevan
on 10 May 1923. Leaving school at 16, he studied architecture at the
Azerbaijan State University. After a period in the local government of Nakhi-
chevan and study at the Soviet Ministry of State Security Academy in
Leningrad, he joined the KGB, becoming a general in 1960 and serving as
chairman from 1967-69. Closely connected to Soviet General Secretary
Leonid Brezhnev, he became first secretary of the Azerbaijan Communist
Party and leader of the Republic from 1969-82. He then returned to Moscow
where he won full membership of the Politburo and served as first deputy
prime minister of the USSR until 1987. An opponent of Mikhail Gorbachev
and his foreign minister, Eduard Shevardnadze, he left office citing ill health
and the death of his wife, Zarife. After initial restrictions on his movement, he
returned to Azerbaijan and was elected to the Nakhichevan legislature in
1990, becoming its chairman and effective leader of the autonomous state.

Amid deteriorating Soviet-Azerbaijani relations, Aliyev vociferously
denounced the Soviet suppression of a pro-independence rally in Baku in
1990. Independent Azerbaijan was initially led by Ayaz Mutalibov, whose
brief tenure was dominated by defeat and atrocities in Nagorno-Karabakh.
Abulfaz Elchibey, the leader of the dissident Popular Front, became
Azerbaijan’s democratically elected president in June 1992. The country
was in economic chaos and the government fared badly in the war with
Nagorno-Karabakh, the breakaway region with a large ethnic Armenian
population. Amid increasing social tension Elchibey went into exile and
Aliyev was invited to Baku to mediate. Utilizing his popular image as a
nationalist, he assumed the presidency in June 1993.

Career Peak

Aliyev was confirmed as president in the elections of Oct. 1993. He appointed
as prime minister Col. Suret Huseynov, the Karabakh commander who had
instigated the uprising against Elchibey. Huseynov was ejected in Oct. 1994
on grounds of plotting to usurp Aliyev. Fleeing to Russia, he was extradited
and sentenced to life imprisonment in 1999 for a range of crimes including
treason and gun-running.
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Aliyev secured re-election in Oct. 1998 in elections criticized by foreign
and domestic observers. Faced with restructuring the country’s weak econ-
omy, he set about attracting Western investment and oversaw several large
deals with oil companies eager to exploit Azerbaijan’s reserves. The econ-
omy, however, remained vulnerable.

Russia brokered a peace deal between Aliyev’s government and Nagorno-
Karabakh in 1994 after the territory was effectively lost to Azeri control but
further fighting subsequently broke out. Aliyev’s relations with Russia were
turbulent. In 1998 he accused the Russian government of destabilizing the
Caucasus and of fuelling the Karabakh conflict by providing Armenia with
weapons including missile systems.

Close relations with the US were built on assistance in energy projects
such as the oil pipeline to Ceyhan on the Turkish coast. Aliyev courted
Turkey, emphasizing cultural affinities and economic ties, despite revelations
that he had supported the Kurdish PKK while leading Azerbaijan in the
1970s. The pipeline was agreed with Turkish Prime Minister Biilent Ecevit
in Dec. 1999.

In 1999 Aliyev underwent major heart surgery, focusing attention on the
selection of a successor. In April 2003 questions over his health and
re-election aspirations revived after Aliyev collapsed at a military ceremony
broadcast live on television. His son, Ilham, the head of the national oil
company and deputy leader of the New Azerbaijan Party, was approved as
prime minister by parliament on 4 Aug. 2003, despite a boycott by the New
Equality Party, one of the principal opposition parties. A constitutional
amendment passed in 2002 allowed the prime minister to assume the powers
of the president in case of incapacity—a scenario made increasingly likely in
view of the president’s absence for medical treatment abroad. In Oct. Heydar
Aliyev withdrew his candidacy, allowing Ilham to win the presidential elec-
tions. Ilham Aliyev took office on 31 Oct. 2003.

Heydar Aliyev died of heart disease on 12 Dec. 2003 in Cleveland, USA.

Introduction

When he was sworn in as interim prime minister on 3 May 2005, Ibrahim
al-Jaafari became Iraq’s first democratically elected leader. A Shia Muslim
and a long-time member of the conservative al-Dawa party, al-Jaafari was an
exile in Iran and the UK for 23 years, and he became a powerful and vocal
critic of Saddam Hussein’s regime. He has argued for a new international
‘Marshall Plan’ for Iraq and the broader Middle East: ‘Marshall repaired the
decaying infrastructure of Germany after 6 years of war and 12 years of Nazi
rule. In Iraq we have had nearly 40 years of fascist rule and have been at war
for half that time’. In April 2006 al-Jaafari was succeeded by Nouri al-Maliki.

Early Life

Ibrahim al-Ashaiqir al-Jaafari was born in Karbala, south of Baghdad, in
1947. He studied medicine at the University of Mosul, where he joined
al-Dawa, a conservative Shia Muslim group. After graduating in 1974,
al-Jaafari practised medicine while becoming actively involved in al-Dawa
and its opposition to the secular politics of the ruling Ba’ath party. In 1980, the
year after Saddam Hussein took control of the Ba’ath party and began a
violent crackdown on the al-Dawa group, al-Jaafari fled to Iran. He remained
there until 1989, but has denied allegations that he was closely linked to Iran’s
ruling clerics. He studied Shia theology at the holy city of Qom, and subse-
quently organized resistance against Saddam.

In the early 1980s, al-Dawa carried out several suicide bombings in
Baghdad and there was speculation that al-Jaafari was behind an attempted
assassination of the then Iraqi-allied Kuwaiti amir. However, he has denied
involvement. Having moved to London in 1990, al-Jaafari became the
al-Dawa spokesperson in the UK and a key activist in the broader anti-
Saddam movement. Al-Dawa claimed responsibility for an assassination
attempt on Saddam’s eldest son, Uday, in 1996.

Following the US-led invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and the fall of
Saddam, al-Jaafari returned to his homeland. In July 2003 he was selected as a
member of the US-backed Iraqi Governing Council and was the first to take
the rotating chairmanship (and interim presidency) a month later.
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In June 2004, after the USA handed over sovereignty of Iraq to an interim
administration led by Dr Ayad al-Alawi, al-Jaafari was selected to be one of
the government’s two vice-presidents. He later brought al-Dawa into a coa-
lition of Shia parties known as the United Iraqi Alliance (UIA). The coalition
was endorsed by Iranian-born Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq’s most
influential Shia cleric, and it won a majority (140 of the parliament’s
275 seats) in the Iraqi elections of 30 Jan. 2005. When Ahmed Chalabi
dropped out of the race to become the prime minister, al-Jaafari became the
UIA’s undisputed candidate. On 7 April 2005 a presidential council of Iraq’s
new president, Jalal Talabani and his deputies, Ghazi al-Yawer and Adil
Abdel-Mahdi, appointed al-Jaafari prime minister of Iraq.

Career Peak

As prime minister al-Jaafari was at the heart of negotiations to form Iraq’s
government. Finally, on 28 April 2005, after lengthy arguments against a
backdrop of sustained violence, he secured parliamentary approval for his list
of ministers. The majority of the 36 cabinet jobs went to Shias (who form
about 60% of the population), although several key positions were also
offered to Kurds and Sunni Arabs—the country’s two largest minority
groups. Initially, al-Jaafari also served as the defence minister, although the
position was ceded to Saadoun al-Duleimi (a Sunni) in May 2005.

The new administration faced many daunting challenges, the most press-
ing being the continuing insurgency and the prevention of full-scale civil war.
‘I think 2 years will be more than enough to establish security in our country,’
al-Jaafari told a news conference, adding that building up Iraq’s own security
forces, controlling its borders and pushing ahead with the political process
would all play a part. The administration drafted a new constitution, although
there were deep divisions over fundamental matters such as the role of Islam
in Iraqi law and the extent of federalism before its approval in a national
referendum in Oct. 2005. Al-Jaafari told the press that Islam should be the
official religion of Iraq ‘and one of the main sources for legislation’ but
glossed over his party’s official position, which calls for the Islamization of
Iraqi society, including the implementation of Sharia law.

Following elections in 2005 that re-instated Jalal Talabani as president,
al-Jaafari was replaced by Nouri al-Maliki in April 2006.

Introduction

The British-trained neurologist and former Ba’ath party member Iyad Allawi
returned to Iraq after the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime in April 2003. He
was chosen by the Iraqi Governing Council to be the prime minister of the
US-backed Iraq interim government from 1 July 2004—from the United
States’ handover of sovereignty—until national elections, scheduled for
early 2005.

Early Life

Iyad Allawi was born in Baghdad in 1945 to a prominent Shia merchant
family; his grandfather helped to negotiate Iraq’s independence from Britain,
and his father was an MP. He studied medicine at the University of Baghdad
in the mid to late 1960s, and it was there that he first met Saddam Hussein. At
this time, Allawi joined the leftist, secular Ba’ath party whose members had
dominated Iraq’s governing council since 1963, following a military coup that
was led by Colonel Abd al-Salam Aref. Allawi moved to Beirut in 1971, and
then travelled to Britain, where he continued to study medicine, specializing
in neurology at the University of London. He became president of the Iraqi
Student Union in Europe, and it has been alleged that he continued to serve
the Ba’ath party until he resigned in 1975. The regime in Iraq dealt harshly
with dissenters, and Allawi came under pressure from Saddam, by then
deputy to president Ahmad Al-Bakr, to rejoin the Ba’ath party. Saddam is
believed to have been behind a brutal attack on Allawi at his home near
London in Jan. 1978. Allawi survived, but he was badly injured and spent
many months in hospital. His recovery in 1979 and subsequent graduation
with a PhD in medicine coincided with Saddam’s ascension to the presidency
in Iraq. Throughout the 1980s, as war raged between Iraq and neighbouring
Iran, Allawi built up an opposition network, with the aim of overthrowing
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Saddam. He travelled extensively in the Middle East, holding clandestine
meetings with other exiled Iraqis, and cultivating links with disaffected
soldiers who remained in Iraq.

In Dec. 1990, in the aftermath of the first Gulf War and Saddam’s retreat
from Kuwait, Allawi and Salih Omar Ali Al-Tikriti launched the Iraqi National
Accord (INA) with the backing of the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
and the British intelligence agency (MI6), as well as the administrations of
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. Both Allawi and Ahmed Chalabi (married to
Allawi’s sister) were recruited by the CIA and provided them with intelligence.
The INA developed a plot to topple Saddam in a military coup in 1996, but it
ended in failure, when the supposedly CIA-backed generals failed to lead their
tanks against Saddam. Saddam took revenge by executing many of the coup
plotters, and by seizing land owned for centuries by Allawi’s family. The INA
remained active, however, and Allawi gradually secured access to
policymakers in Washington and London. In 2002 he channelled the report
claiming that Iraq could deploy its supposed weapons of mass destruction
‘within 45 min’ to MI6, a claim that formed part of the British government’s
‘September Dossier’ that argued for an invasion of Iraq. After the fall of Saddam
in April 2003, Allawi returned to Baghdad and joined the US-appointed Iraqi
Governing Council (IGC), holding the organization’s rotating presidency during
Oct. 2003. In April 2004 Allawi resigned as head of the IGC security committee
over concerns about the US bombing of the city of Fallujah.

Career Peak

Chosen by the IGC to be Iraq’s interim prime minister following the United
States” handover of sovereignty on 28 June 2004, Allawi spelled out his
determination to improve the country’s security situation and prepare for
national elections early in 2005. He swiftly reintroduced capital punishment,
although gave assurances that he would not interfere with the forthcoming trial
of Saddam. Allawi’s links with the CIA, his long exile and his former mem-
bership of the Ba’ath party stoked resentment among Iraqis, and many regard
him as an ‘American candidate’. His decision to suspend Al-Jazeera, the Arabic
TV news service, for a month in Aug. 2004 and his attempts to eliminate the
radical cleric Moqtada al-Sadr did little to increase his popularity.

Despite daily news of violence, insecurity and vastly reduced oil production
in Iraq, Allawi painted a positive picture of his country in an address to the US
House of Representatives in Sept. 2004. Allawi said his government now
commanded 100,000 trained soldiers, militiamen and police, and claimed that
15 of Iraq’s 18 provinces were sufficiently peaceful for immediate elections. In
the remaining three, he said, there were only small numbers of insurgents.

Allawi stood for the premiership at the elections of Jan. 2005. However, his
Iraqi List won only 40 seats while the Shia-dominated United Iraqi Alliance
won 140 seats. In Feb. 2005 Allawi announced he was forming a new coalition
to challenge the Shia alliance and in April his party joined the interim govemn-
ment of his successor, Ibrahim al-Jaafari. Later in the month Allawi survived an
attempt on his life. He was formally succeeded by al-Jaafari on 3 May 2005.

Later Life

Despite the Iraqi List’s representation in the newly formed government of
2006, Allawi did not take up a cabinet position and withdrew from main-
stream Iraqi politics (in spite of his continued leadership of the coalition). In
2009, however, he founded the al-Iraqiya List—an alliance of nationalist,
anti-sectarian parties—and subsequently won parliamentary elections in
2010, defeating his main rival Nouri al-Maliki’s ‘state of Law’ coalition.
Nonetheless, after months of negotiations between the main parties, it was
decided that al-Maliki would remain prime minister.

In Sept. 2014 Allawi returned to public office as vice president of Iraq
under newly elected president Fuad Masum. However, his term as vice-
president ended in Aug. 2015 when the post was abolished at the suggestion
of the al-Abadi led government.

Introduction

Salvador Allende Gossens was president of Chile from 1970-73, representing
the Partido Socialista de Chile (PS). During his 3 year term, Allende tried to

Allende Gossens, Salvador (Chile)

democratically transform Chile from capitalism to democratic socialism. His
efforts led Chile into economic chaos, resulting in a military coup led by
General Augusto Pinochet Ugarte in which Allende lost his life.

Early Life

Allende was born in Valparaiso on 26 July 1908. The son of a lawyer and a
solicitor he studied medicine between 1926-32 at the Universidad de Chile in
Santiago where he was an active Marxist. In 1930 he was vice-president of the
Chilean students’ union. A year after receiving his degree, Allende was
instrumental in the founding of the PS, an amalgam of six left-wing parties
dedicated to Marxist-Leninist principles. In 1936 Allende was elected to the
chamber of deputies representing Valparaiso and Quillota. In Pedro Aguirre
Cerda’s administration, he served as health minister from 1939-42. Allende
was nominated Secretary General of the PS in 1942. In 1945 he was elected
Senator for the southern provinces of Valdivia, Llanquihue, Chiloé, Aysén
and Magallanes. From 1948-57 the PS split into two factions, the Partido
Socialista de Chile and the Partido Socialista Popular, the latter led by
Allende.

Allende first stood in presidential elections in 1952, receiving 5% of
votes. Six years later with the PS reunified, he stood again as the Frante de
Accion Popular candidate, a combination of the PS and the Partido
Comunista. This time he came a close second to the right-wing Jorge
Alessandri Rodriguez. In his third attempt at presidency in 1964, Allende
received 35% of votes, being beaten by Partido Demdcratica Cristiana repre-
sentative (Christian Democrats; PDC) Eduardo Frei Montalva.

Career Peak

Backed by the Unidad Popular—an alliance of Socialists, Radicals and
Communists set up in 1969— Allende stood for his fourth presidential
elections in 1970. His two main rivals were the right-wing representative
Alessandri, who gained 34.9%, and the PDC candidate, Radomiro Tomic,
who gained 28%. Allende led with 36% of votes. His victory was sealed with
the backing of the PDC, despite strong right-wing opposition and little PDC
enthusiasm. On his election, Allende set about changing Chile from a capi-
talist into a socialist state, albeit with a basis of democracy. Nationalization
was the priority. Foreign control was removed from finance and mining.
US-owned companies were expelled without compensation. Chile’s primary
export, copper, was the first industry nationalized. Banks and other businesses
followed. Allende then enacted a series of land reforms based on collectivi-
zation, expropriating many farms. Aiming to promote equality of wealth,
Allende agreed to large wage increases.

The reforms gained popularity, and the Unidad Popular increased its
standing in the 1971 municipal elections, winning 50% of votes, and in the
1973 constitutional elections, 45% of votes with an increased parliamentary
representation. Allende’s reforms were less popular with the middle classes.
Economic problems started when heavy industries were affected by interna-
tional boycotts. Land reforms slowed production, inflation increased and
exports decreased as did foreign investment. Food shortages coupled with
an inflation rate of 1000% led to violent clashes between government sup-
porters and opponents. Right-wing and centrist opposition parties united with
anti-government factions of the military relied on financial backing from the
US government.

On 11 Sept. 1973 a military coup led by Pinochet deposed Allende.
Armed forces attacked the La Moneda presidential palace and with Allende
still inside, military aircraft bombed the presidential palace. Over 3,000
people were killed during the coup. Allende died, although there is contro-
versy over whether he was killed or committed suicide. In July 2011 a
scientific autopsy confirmed that he did commit suicide. Replaced by a
military junta, Chile, thus far the longest surviving Latin American democ-
racy, entered 17 years of dictatorship.

Introduction

Nouri al-Maliki was appointed Iraq’s prime minister designate in April
2006. He succeeded his fellow member of the conservative Shia Muslim
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Al-Salim Al-Sabah, Abdullah (Kuwait)

al-Dawa group, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, who had been unable to curb the violent
insurgency or create alliances with Sunni and Kurdish factions since elec-
tions in Dec. 2005. Al-Maliki, who once commanded Shia forces against
Saddam Hussein’s regime from exile in Syria, promised an inclusive gov-
ernment. Although his first administration struggled to achieve a lasting
political consensus, levels of violence did subside and in Nov. 2008 parlia-
ment approved an agreement with the USA that all US troops leave the
country by the end of 2011. Al-Maliki’s State of Law coalition came second
at elections in March 2010 but he remained in office and sought to construct
a workable coalition that was eventually approved by parliament at the end
of that year. Sectarian and ethnic divisions and frequent associated violence
have nevertheless continued to undermine political and social stability
in Iraq.

Early Life

Nouri Kamel al-Maliki was born in Hindiyah, southern Iraq in 1950. While
studying Arabic at Baghdad University in the early 1970s he joined al-Dawa,
which was opposed to the secularism of the ruling Ba’ath party. In 1980 he
was forced into exile, initially in Iran and from 1990 in Syria.

Following the US-led invasion of Iraq in March 2003, al-Maliki returned
home. In July 2003 he was selected as a member of the US-backed Interim
Governing Council, serving on a committee formed to purge Saddam’s
Ba’athist allies. However, many Sunni Muslims resented what they saw as
a Shia plot to deny them a role in post-Saddam Iraq. As a senior member of
al-Dawa, al-Maliki worked to forge a coalition of Shia parties, called the
United Iraqi Alliance (UIA), which won a majority in the elections to a
Transitional National Assembly in Jan. 2005. Al-Maliki was the senior Shia
Assembly member charged with drafting the new constitution and he resisted
efforts by Sunnis to reduce the autonomy given to Kurds in the north and
Shias in the south.

Attempts by Prime Minister al-Jaafari to form a broad-based coalition
government to reflect the results of the permanent Assembly elections on
15 Dec. 2005 became deadlocked and he stepped down on 21 April 2006.
Al-Maliki emerged as the UIA’s premiership candidate and was sworn in
20 May 2006.

Career Peak

Calling for an end to sectarian divisions, al-Maliki announced a national
reconciliation plan in June 2006, including a conditional amnesty for
insurgents and intra-communal dialogue between political leaders, clerics,
armed militias and civil society representatives. However, sectarian vio-
lence continued and Sunni opinion was further inflamed by the widely
criticized conduct of Saddam Hussein’s execution for crimes against
humanity at the end of Dec. 2006. In Jan. 2007 President Bush announced
that he would send 21,000 extra US troops to Iraq to reassert the authority
of al-Maliki’s government. Meanwhile, al-Maliki struggled to find a
political consensus on divisive issues, an impasse aggravated by the with-
drawal from the national unity government of radical Shia members,
secular-leaning Iraqis and the main Sunni coalition group (who rejoined
in July 2008).

In Dec. 2007 the UK military contingent in Iraq handed control of Basra
province to Iraqi forces, which in March 2008 launched a crackdown on the
radical Shia Mahdi Army militia. Also in March, Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad made an unprecedented two day visit to Iraq for talks with
al-Maliki, who returned the visit in June. In Nov. 2008 Iraq’s parliament
approved a security pact under which all US troops would leave the country
by the end of 2011.

On 1 Jan. 2009 the Iraqi government took control of Baghdad’s fortified
Green Zone from US forces and assumed authority over foreign troops in the
country. British troops formally ended their combat mission in Iraq in April
2009 and in June the Iraqi government declared a holiday to mark National
Sovereign Day as US combat troops completed their withdrawal from towns
and cities. In Oct. 2011 the US government confirmed that all remaining US
troops would be out of Iraq by the end of the year.

In Oct. 2009 al-Maliki announced the formation of a multiconfessional
nationalist State of Law grouping to contest the forthcoming general elec-
tion after a split in the broad Shia coalition that won the 2005 polls.
Unexpectedly, his alliance was narrowly defeated at elections in March
2010 by the Iraqi National Movement of former prime minister Iyad Allawi,
although al-Maliki challenged the result. He remained in office during the
drawn-out process of negotiating a coalition, which was eventually con-
cluded in Dec. that year when, having been reappointed in Nov. as premier,
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he named a new cabinet which was approved by parliament. Sectarian
tensions in the government and parliament nevertheless continued through
2011 and 2012, prompting the arrest on terrorism charges and subsequent
flight abroad of the Sunni vice president, Tariq al-Hashemi (who was
convicted and sentenced to death in absentia), and fuelling further violence
across the country.

At the same time Iraq was not isolated from the wave of popular disaf-
fection that swept across much of the Arab world from early 2011, and there
were also increasing tensions between the central government and the
administration of autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan over oil contracts with foreign
companies and the distribution of revenues. Continuing anti-government
discontent in 2013 among the Sunni minority heralded the worst sectarian
violence since 2007, with nearly 8,000 Iraqis killed during the year.

In Oct. 2013 it was announced that further parliamentary elections would
be held at the end of April 2014, in which al-Maliki would run for a third term
of office. However, despite his State of Law coalition’s victory at the elec-
tions, al-Maliki stepped down as prime minister in Sept., after facing
increased pressure from opposition groups to resign amid accusations that
he had effectively monopolized power. He was also criticized for aggressively
pursuing a pro-Shia agenda—allegations that had been steadily compounded
by Iraq’s descent into Sunni—Shia sectarian violence at the hands of the
jihadist Islamic State.

Later Life

Al-Maliki became one of Iraq’s three new vice-presidents in Sept. 2014 after
stepping down as prime minister, joining Usama al-Nujayfi and longtime rival
Iyad Allawi who were concurrently appointed to the executive. However, his
term as vice-president ended in Aug. 2015 when the post was abolished at the
suggestion of the al-Abadi led government.

Introduction

Abdullah al-Salim al-Sabah ruled from 1950-65, succeeding his cousin
Ahmed al-Jaber al-Sabah. During Abdullah’s reign, Kuwait achieved full
independence from Britain and was transformed into a wealthy, oil-producing
shaikhdom. He also oversaw the introduction of a new constitution and the
inauguration of the first Parliament.

Early Life

Born in 1895, he was from the Salim (rather than the Jaber) line of the
al-Sabah dynasty which has ruled Kuwait since the 1750s.

Career Peak

In domestic affairs, Abdullah made two significant policy decisions following
his accession. The first was to distribute the revenues from the expanding oil
industry sector more widely among the population as a whole. He inaugurated
a programme of public works and built up comprehensive and subsidized
social services, particularly education and health care. The second was to
broaden political participation, albeit on a limited basis, in the form of a
National Assembly. Under a new constitution drafted in 1962, this Assembly
of 50 members was elected and inaugurated in early 1963.

In foreign relations, Abdullah oversaw Kuwait’s transformation into a
formally independent state in June 1961. He signed new letters of friendship
with representatives of the UK Government, terminating earlier agreements
dating from 1899 under which Kuwait had become a British protectorate.
Shaikh Abdullah then took the title of Amir. Shortly afterwards, he called for
British military assistance as the new state was threatened by an Iraqi claim to
sovereignty over its territory. Iraq agreed to recognize Kuwait’s independence
in 1963, although the issue continued to simmer (culminating in the events of
1990-91).

Abdullah died on 24 Nov. 1965 and was succeeded by his brother, Sabah
al-Salim al-Sabah, whose reign, until 1977 proved to be largely a continuation
and consolidation of Abdullah’s policies.
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Introduction

Saleh Ali al-Sammad was sworn in as president of Yemen’s Supreme Political
Council in Aug. 2016. He was the leader of the Iranian-backed Houthi
movement that in Sept. 2014 wrested control of the capital Sana’a from
President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s government. The international com-
munity does not recognize the authority of the Supreme Political Council. On
19 April 2018 he was killed in a drone strike.

Early Life

Saleh al-Sammad was born in 1979 in Yemen’s northern Saada governorate.
The Shia Houthi movement to which he belongs is an offshoot of Ansar
Allah, a theological group founded in the 1990s. In Sept. 2014 the Houthis
seized control of Sana’a and agreed to a UN-brokered deal to take part in a
unity government. However, in Jan. 2015 they rejected proposals to divide the
country into six regions and forced the resignation of President Hadi (which
he later retracted). A month later they replaced his government with a
presidential council and announced that the council would form a transitional
administration. In Aug. 2016, after tens of thousands of Yemenis took to the
streets of Sana’a to declare their support for the Houthis, al-Sammad
announced the establishment of a ten-member presidential council to govern
the capital and other parts of the country under its control. The decree led to
the breakdown of UN-sponsored peace talks.

Career Peak

With different Yemeni factions serving as proxies for other regional powers,
Saleh al-Sammad faced a military campaign to regain Sana’a by the Saudi-led
coalition backing Aden-based President Hadi. By the end of 2017 the conflict
had inflicted devastation on what was already the poorest country in the
Middle East, but with little prospect of peace in an apparent stalemate.
Saleh al-Sammad was killed in a Saudi-led drone air strike on 19 April
2018 according to Houthi officials.

Introduction

Norov Altankhuyag became prime minister in Aug. 2012 after securing 72%
support from parliament. His appointment ended weeks of political uncer-
tainty after the Democratic Party failed to win the required seats at the June
2012 elections to form their own government. He left office in Nov. 2014.

Early Life

Norov Altankhuyag was born on 20 Jan. 1958 in Ulaangom, Uvs Province.
After graduating in physics from the National University of Mongolia, he
took a teaching position in 1981 at the mathematics and physics department of
his alma mater.

In 1990 he was involved in anti-Communist protests and helped to
establish the Social Democratic Party, holding key posts including general
secretary. He was elected to the Great Hural (the national parliament) in 1996,
firstly for the Social Democratic Party and then the Democratic Party. He
served as minister of agriculture and industry from 1998-99 and as minister of
finance from 2004—06.

Altankhuyag was elected Democratic Party leader on 30 Aug. 2008 after
Tsakhiagiin Elbegdorj stood down in the aftermath of disputed elections.
Altankhuyag also became first deputy prime minister in a coalition govern-
ment headed by the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP). He
served as acting prime minister for 1 day on 28 Oct. 2009 after the incumbent,
Sanj Bayar, resigned as a result of ill health. Sukhbaataryn Batbold was sworn
in as premier the following day.

Al-Sammad, Saleh Ali (Yemen)

At a parliamentary election in June 2012 the Democratic Party won
31 seats. After weeks of negotiations, it formed a coalition with the Justice
Coalition, which had come third in the election. On 10 Aug. 2012
Altankhuyag was confirmed as premier at a parliamentary session.

Career Peak

Altankhuyag’s principal challenge was to manage the country’s vast natural
resources and secure the confidence of foreign investors while maintaining
his fragile coalition between its pro-market Democratic members and the
nationalist MPRP wing. He was also confronted with widespread corruption
and a disparity in wealth between urban and rural communities.

Faced by decreased foreign investment and a mounting economic crisis
exacerbated by collapsing commodity prices, Altankhuyag was ousted from
the premiership on 5 Nov. 2014 following a successful parliamentary vote of
no-confidence. He was replaced by his deputy Dendevyn Terbishdagva, who
took over on an interim basis.

Introduction

Appointed interim president of the Iraqi transitional government on 2 June
2004, Sheikh Ghazi al-Yawer has been portrayed as a liberal leader who can
unite the country as it edges towards national elections and full independence.
A Sunni Arab and a member of one of the country’s largest and most
respected tribes, which comprises both Sunni and Shia Muslims, he enjoys
good relations with Iraq’s Kurds. Al-Yawer’s business acumen and strong
links with neighbouring countries are thought to make up for his lack of
political experience.

Early Life

Sheikh Ghazi al-Yawer was born in Mosul, northern Iraq in 1958. A Sunni
Muslim, his grandfather was chief of the powerful and influential al-Shamma
tribe. Al-Yawer attended primary school in Mosul and secondary school in
Baghdad, before returning to his tribal homelands near the Syrian border. In
the late 1970s, as Iraq lurched towards war with Iran under Saddam Hussein,
al-Yawer moved with his family to Saudi Arabia and studied engineering at
the Petroleum and Mineral University in Dhahran. He went on to take a
master’s degree at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. in 1984.
Returning to Saudi Arabia, al-Yawer worked as a civil engineer and later
established a telecommunications company with his maternal uncle, Sheikh
Muhsin. Although vehemently opposed to Saddam’s Ba’athist regime,
al-Yawer shied away from involvement with political opposition groups—
heeding family advice that as a high representative of a tribe, his priority was
to retain his tribe’s integrity.

Joining a band of returning exiles after the fall of Saddam, al-Yawer
arrived in Baghdad in May 2003, although his wife and four children
remained in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Events unfolded swiftly and he took
over as head of the US-appointed interim governing council (ICG) after the
assassination of the previous chief Abdel-Zahraa Othman, better known as
Izzedin Salim. He soon demonstrated an independent spirit, denouncing the
coalition forces for what he described as their inability to tackle the worsening
security situation in Iraq. He also criticized the violent attacks by militants on
US forces. In the weeks running up to the handover of sovereignty by US
forces on 30 June 2004, the experienced Iraqi politician Adnan al-Pachachi, a
Sunni Muslim, was invited to take on the post of president of Iraq. He turned
down the offer and al-Yawer, who was endorsed by a large number of the
ICG’s members, became the first Iraqi president since the demise of the
monarchy in 1958 to reach the position competitively, without bloodshed
and without holding a military rank.

Career Peak

In his first interview as interim president, al-Yawer said that he will focus on
‘a complete national reconciliation’ and that he is ‘determined to build our
democratic experiment and liberate our country from the shackles of
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occupation.” He also said he would seek the support of Iraq’s neighbours to
establish a stable government that would be beneficial to all sides. Confirming
his independent views and commitment to democracy, al-Yawer came out
against an American order that would ban the radical cleric, Moqtada al-Sadr,
from taking part in Iraq’s first democratic elections in Jan. 2005. He argued
that it is better to get radicals to join the political process than leave them
outside the tent.

Introduction

Idi Amin Dada Oumee was an army officer who served as President of
Uganda between 1971 and 1979. He came to power following a coup in
which he had overthrown his one-time ally, Milton Obote. Physically large
and personally charismatic, Amin was welcomed by the Ugandan people and
the world at large but his mismanagement of the country, the ferocious cruelty
of his dictatorial regime and his involvement in numerous international out-
rages ensured his popularity did not last. He fled Uganda following a Tanza-
nian invasion in 1979.

Early Life

Amin’s year of birth is believed to be 1925. He was born in Koboko into the
Kakwa tribe in northwest Uganda and was a Muslim. His education in
missionary schools was patchy and during his leadership he was unable to
write and was only slightly better at reading. In 1943 he joined the King’s
African Rifles, an African regiment of the British army, serving in Somalia,
Uganda and Kenya. He was stationed in Kenya during the Mau Mau uprising,
where Amin endeared himself to the British authorities by his skill and
enthusiasm. He was Uganda’s light heavyweight boxing champion between
1951 and 1960.

Uganda was led to independence in 1962 by Milton Obote, a close ally of
Amin who by that time was one of only two African soldiers of officer rank in
the KAR. In 1966 Obote appointed Amin commander of both the army and
the air force but relations soured between the two men over the ensuing years.
Fearful after an unsuccessful attempt on his life, Obote put Amin under house
arrest in 1970. In Jan. 1971 Obote was on a visit to Singapore when Amin,
galvanizing his support within the armed forces, staged a successful coup.

Career Peak

The Ugandan population, disillusioned by the corruption of the Obote regime,
was generally welcoming, as was the West which had become nervous of
Obote’s far left political sympathies. It was hoped that Amin would keep his
promise to restore civilian government.

However, Amin was quick to demonstrate his ruthlessness and set about
purging the army of members of the Acholi and Lango ethnic groups, thus
ridding Obote of his largest body of support as well as well as doing little to
alleviate the country’s already chronic tribal tensions. Following Obote’s
failed counter coup, launched from Tanzania in 1972, Amin forged ahead
with his systematic ethnic persecution, victimizing civilians as well as mili-
tary personnel.

In addition, in 1972 he ordered the expulsion of those resident Asians who
had not taken Ugandan citizenship. Crucially, this section of society con-
trolled much of the country’s commercial sector and was instrumental in the
efficient running of the civil service. While Amin tapped into a strong seam of
resentment against the Asian population within the African population, his
policy was economically disastrous. International isolation resulted and Amin
left the running of many businesses, a lot of which he nationalized, to the
military and to political allies who took what they could before allowing the
businesses to fold.

Urban life became dominated by the black market, corruption and crime.
Amin continued to terrorize his opponents through his State Research Bureau
and the Public Safety Unit and it is estimated that his regime accounted for
100,000-300,000 victims. On the international stage, he alienated the USA
and the UK by publicly condemning both countries. He also turned his back
on a once strong relationship with Israel, instead forging ties with the Soviet
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Union, Libya and the Palestinian Liberation Organization. He was also
suspected of direct involvement in a number of international terrorist exploits,
including the hi-jacking of an Air France plane filled with Israelis which
culminated in an Israeli rescue mission that saw deaths on both sides.

In Oct. 1978, in an attempt to generate some popular support, he set about
an ill-advised invasion of Tanzania to claim the region of Kagera Salient. The
Ugandan forces were not suitably prepared or motivated and proved no match
for the Tanzanian forces who entered Uganda and made their way to the
capital, Kampala. Amin fled, first to Libya and then to Jeddah in Saudi Arabia,
and was replaced by a coalition of former exiles in April 1979.

Later Life

In March 1998 it was reported that Amin had been banished from Jeddah and
isolated in Makkah (Mecca) following allegations of his involvement in an
arms shipment to northern Uganda. He died on 16 Aug. 2003 of multiple
organ failure. President Yoweri Museveni vetoed his return to Uganda for
burial.

Introduction

Giulio Andreotti presided over seven governments in four terms as prime
minister between 1972 and 1992. His political career lasted almost five
decades and he occupied several of the most important posts in the country.
His reputation as a skilful statesman who was indispensable to the country
suffered when in the early 1990s he was accused of dealing with the Mafia.

Early Life

The youngest of three children, Andreotti was born in Rome on 14 Jan. 1919.
He read law at the University of Rome where he was president of the Catholic
student’s federation. His political career began in 1942 when he met Alcide
De Gaspari and heard of his plans to set up a Christian Democrat party after
the fall of the fascist regime. Andreotti became a willing protégé. When De
Gaspari was made prime minister a few years later Andreotti was appointed
under-secretary to his cabinet. The following year he was elected to the
Chamber of Deputies as a Christian Democrat and retained a seat there after
every election from 1948-87. He joined the cabinet as minister of the interior
and went on to hold dozens of ministerial appointments. His success was
attributed to his skill as a political operator.

Career Peak

Andreotti was prime minister for the first time in 1972, when his government
lasted 4 months. He soon regained power and formed a second cabinet that
remained in office until June 1973. In 1976 he again became prime minister,
on this occasion as head of a Christian Democrat government that had won its
majority with the tacit endorsement of the Communist Party. Having insti-
gated this uneasy alliance, he succeeded in stemming an economic crisis that
threatened to engulf the country.

From 1983—-89 he was minister of foreign affairs under a Socialist admin-
istration led by Bettino Craxi. He was then restored to the premiership for the
last time. His tenure ended in April 1992 after disappointing election results
attributed to a number of high profile corruption scandals, several of which
involved Andreotti.

Later Life

In 1993 the Senate voted to remove Andreotti’s immunity from prosecution in
order for him to stand trial on charges of complicity with the Mafia, including
in the murder of a journalist in 1979. He denied the charges but was indicted
in 1995. He was acquitted in 1999, but 3 years later the verdict was overturned
and Andreotti was sentenced to 24 years imprisonment. Andreotti appealed
against the decision. In July 2003 The Palermo Appeals Court acquitted him
of separate charges concerning relations with the Mafia. He died on 6 May
2013 at the age of 94.
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Introduction

Yuri Andropov was general secretary of the Soviet Communist Party, and thus
de facto head of state and government, from 1982 until 1984. Former head of
the KGB, he achieved little of long-term effect during his tenure. Despite a
reputation as a conservative, he oversaw the development of several
reformers, most notably Mikhail Gorbachev.

Early Life

Yuri Vladimirovic Andropov was born on 15 June 1914 (30 May by the
Orthodox calendar) in Nagutskoye, Russia. His father was officially
described as a railway worker although he is widely held to have been a
white collar station master. Andropov left school at 16 and held a series of
jobs including film operator, telegraph operator and ferryman. He later under-
took studies at a technical college and at Petrozavodsk University.

He joined the Young Communist League (Komsomol), becoming an
organizer for the Yaroslav branch. In 1939 he became a member of the
Communist Party and the following year he took over the leadership of
Komsomol in the Karelo-Finnish Autonomous Republic (which had been
recently ceded from Finland). During World War II he was active in the
Russian underground movement.

He remained in the Karelo party apparatus until being called to Moscow
in 1951 to work on the communist secretariat staff. Strongly associated with
the Stalinist movement, he lost popularity after Stalin’s death in 1953 and was
transferred to Budapest to work in the Soviet embassy. He was ambassador
from 1954 until 1957, during which time he was instrumental in the 1956
Soviet invasion to suppress the Hungarian uprising.

In 1957 he returned to Moscow and headed the department of liaison
between Moscow and the other Eastern Bloc regimes. Advocating a split with
Chinese communism, in 1967 Andropov was named head of the KGB where
he won a reputation for the ruthless suppression of political opposition,
including the sectioning on mental health grounds and the enforced exile of
critics. In 1973 he won full membership of the Politburo.

In 1982 Andropov resigned from the KGB and, with Leonid Brezhnev’s
health declining, emerged as a leading contender (along with Brezhnev’s
favourite Konstantin Chernenko) to become general secretary. Brezhnev
died in Nov. 1982 and Andropov was selected to succeed him.

Career Peak

As well as party general secretary, Andropov became chairman of the Pre-
sidium of the Supreme Soviet in June 1983 but his tenure was dogged by ill
health. He had promised to increase the economic efficiency of the USSR but
achieved little of lasting impact. In foreign policy he continued the war in
Afghanistan which had begun in 1979. Relations with the US continued on a
downward spiral as he attempted to block the deployment of US missiles in
West Germany. In Sept. 1983 a major international diplomatic incident
occurred when the USSR shot down a South Korean civilian jet which had
strayed into Soviet military airspace, killing 269 people. Andropov made his
last public appearance in Aug. 1983 and died on 9 Feb. 1984 from kidney
failure.

Introduction

When Andrus Ansip was sworn in as prime minister of Estonia on 13 April
2005, he took charge of the country’s 12th government since its independence
in 1991. A right-leaning former investment banker who was mayor of the
second largest city, Tartu, for 6 years, Ansip pledged to implement policies
that would attract investment and strengthen Estonia’s position as a dynamic,
post-industrial economy. His coalition government retained power in

Andropov, Yuri (Russia)

parliamentary elections in March 2007 and March 2011. He stood down in
March 2014. In Nov. 2014 he took up a position in the European Commission
under its new president Jean-Claude Juncker.

Early Life

Ansip was born in Tartu in the Soviet Republic of Estonia (ESSR) on 1 Oct.
1956. He attended local schools and graduated from the University of Tartu
with a diploma in chemistry in 1979. He remained at the historic university to
undertake further academic study, and later joined the municipal Committee
of the Estonian Communist Party (ECP), which had been led, since 1978, by
Karl Vaino, a Russian-born Estonian. The ESSR experienced increased
Russification and ‘sovietization’ in the early 1980s, in accordance with the
policy of the Soviet leader, Leonid Brezhnev. By 1988 however, there was
growing opposition to the communist leadership and, against a backdrop of
gradual economic liberalization, Ansip joined Estkompexim, a ‘joint-
venture’ specializing in the import and export of foodstuffs. He was head of
Estkompexim’s Tartu office during 1991, when, following the collapse of the
USSR, Estonia was internationally recognized as an independent nation. The
following year Ansip attended a business management course at the Univer-
sity of York in Toronto, Canada.

On his return to Estonia in 1993, Ansip entered the rapidly evolving
banking and investment sector, serving as a member of the board of directors
of Rahvapank (the People’s Bank) until 1995 and then chairman of the board
of Livonia Privatization. In 1997 he was chief executive officer of the
investment fund, Fondiinvesteeringu Maakler AS, as well as chairman of
the board of Radio Tartu. The following year he was elected Mayor of Tartu as
a candidate of the centre-right Estonian Reform Party (Reform), established in
1994 by Siim Kallas, a former governor of Estonia’s central bank. A popular
mayor, Ansip was credited with attracting investment to the country’s second
city and overseeing developments such as the Baltic Defence College and a
new biomedical research institute which capitalized on Tartu’s long-standing
reputation as an academic centre.

On 13 Sept. 2004, shortly after Estonia joined the EU and NATO, Ansip
was nominated to replace Meelis Atonen as the minister of economic affairs
and communications. Two months later, he became chairman of Reform,
which had formed part of the Res Publica-led coalition government under
Juhan Parts since March 2003. His appointment followed the departure of
Reform’s leader (and former prime minister), Siim Kallas, to Brussels to
become an EU commissioner. When, in March 2005, the Riigikogu
(parliament) passed a vote of no confidence in the country’s justice minister
over proposed anti-corruption measures, Parts resigned as prime minister. On
31 March 2005 the president, Arnold Riiiitel, asked Ansip to form a new
government. He succeeded in forging a coalition with the Estonian Centre
Party (Kesk) and the Estonian Peoples’ Union (Rahvaliit). Ansip was backed
by 53 out of 101 members of the Riigikogu, and was inaugurated as prime
minister on 13 April 2005.

Career Peak

Ansip confirmed Estonia’s aspiration to adopt the single European currency.
However, he acknowledged that it would be tough to fulfil the criterion of
holding inflation to no more than 1.5% points above that of the three lowest-
inflation EU countries, given that Estonia’s economy was growing at that time
at around 7% a year and its exports had risen by 20% in its first 12 months in
the EU. He pledged to maintain the previous government’s tax-cutting
agenda, as well as increasing social welfare measures to bridge the gap
between the relatively wealthy, young urban population and poorer rural
citizens. He retained the premiership following legislative elections in
March 2007, forming a coalition with Union of Pro Patria and Res Publica
(IRL) and the Social Democratic Party. However, in May 2009 the govern-
ment lost its parliamentary majority as Ansip dismissed the three Social
Democratic ministers in a dispute over economic policy, replacing them in
June with IRL members and continuing on a minority basis.

Despite a sharp economic contraction in the wake of the global financial
crisis, Estonia fared better than its Baltic neighbours in the ensuing downturn.
The government acted quickly to implement spending cuts and adjustments to
stem the rise in the budget deficit, while earlier prudent management of the
public finances provided a buffer of fiscal reserves, with no requirement for
support from the International Monetary Fund. Estonia became the 17th
country to adopt the euro in Jan. 2011.

In foreign affairs, Ansip signed a border treaty agreement with Russia in
May 2005. However, Russia subsequently withdrew from the agreement in
response to a preamble to the text referring to the Soviet occupation that
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Moscow deemed unacceptable. Relations with Russia soured further in early
2007 when the Estonian parliament passed legislation banning monuments
glorifying Soviet rule and the government approved the removal of a Soviet
war memorial in Tallinn.

Ansip secured another term in office when Reform won the March 2011
parliamentary election and resumed its coalition with the IRL.

In March 2014, Ansip resigned as premier in order to enable a successor
to lead his Reform Party into elections scheduled for 2015. He was succeeded
by Taavi Rdivas, who at the age of 34 became the youngest government
leader in the European Union. At the time of his resignation, Ansip was the
longest-serving premier in the EU.

Later Life

Ansip joined the new European Commission on 1 Nov. 2014 as the vice-
president responsible for the digital single market.

Introduction

Jozsef Antall served as Prime Minister of Hungary between 1990-93, fol-
lowing the fall of the communist regime. He did not become active on the
political scene until the late 1980s, when anti-communist reform movements
grew throughout Central and Eastern Europe. Having become President of the
fledgling Hungarian Democratic Forum in 1989, a year later he became the
country’s first democratically elected leader for over 40 years.

Early Life

Antall was born on 8 April 1932 in Budapest. His father, also called Jozsef,
gained recognition for his work as a government commissioner for refugees
during World War II, and was credited with ensuring the survival of large
numbers of Jews. The son obtained a degree in Humanities and Political
Science in Budapest, and then worked as a librarian, historian and teacher. At
the time of the 1956 uprising he was the chairman of a revolutionary com-
mittee and the following year he was arrested for his political activities and
banned from teaching or publishing any material for the following 6 years.
Antall played little part on the Hungarian political scene in the ensuing
decades. However, by the 1980s the regime of Janos Kadar was in decline and
a drive towards reform was underway. A new party, the Hungarian Demo-
cratic Forum (MDF), was established in 1988 and advocated a course of
nationalist conservatism. Antall became Chairman of the MDF in 1989 and in
March of the following year led them to a comprehensive election victory,
taking 43% of the vote. They were, however, unable to form a majority
government and so Antall led a coalition that also included the Christian
Democratic Peoples’ Party and the Independent Smallholders’ Party.

Career Peak

The government was thus right of centre. Under Antall’s guidance it set about
developing the market economy and instigated a major privatization pro-
gramme. The MDF’s vocal far right nationalist wing soon alienated many
voters and the party suffered heavy losses at local elections after a few
months, The party’s economic policies were also difficult, with inflation,
unemployment (up from 1.5% to 12.0% in the period 1990-93) and crime
all rising sharply in the early 1990s. The broader achievements of Antall’s
tenure concern the establishment of institutions and structures necessary for a
functioning democracy. He also controversially re-established the teaching of
Roman Catholicism into the national curriculum, oversaw the phased removal
of Soviet troops from Hungarian territory and pursued closer relations with
the West.

He was soon criticized for his domineering style of leadership and he had
a difficult relationship with the President, Arpad Goncz, of the rival Alliance
of Free Democrats. However, he retained his role as MDF chairman in early
1993. Antall had been diagnosed as suffering from cancer in 1990 and on
12 Dec. 1993, while he was in Budapest, it took his life. He was succeeded by
Peter Boross.

Introduction

Dr Kenny Anthony returned to office as prime minister on 30 Nov. 2011,
having previously served two consecutive terms from 1997 to 2006. After
electoral defeat in Dec. 2006, he remained leader of the Saint Lucia Labour
Party (SLP) in opposition before returning to power.

Early Life

Kenny Davis Anthony was born on 8 Jan. 1951. He studied law at the
University of the West Indies before studying for a PhD at Birmingham
University in the United Kingdom.

He joined the SLP on his return to St Lucia, serving as minister of
education from 1980-81. A former consultant to the United Nations on its
development programmes, Anthony was also a member of the Caribbean
Community secretariat from 1995-97 and served as chairman of the Organi-
sation of Eastern Caribbean States. He became SLP leader in 1996 and was
sworn in as prime minister for the first time in May 1997.

In his first term Anthony was at the centre of a dispute with the USA and
World Trade Organization over alleged preferential treatment for former
colonial banana suppliers to the European Union. In Sept. 2002 tropical
storm Lili hit the island, devastating the banana crop and exacerbating
economic problems. The government sought to diversify the economy, with
a focus on increasing investment in tourism. Anthony also oversaw extensive
domestic infrastructure development, while education spending rose
significantly.

However, he was criticized for St Lucia’s high levels of borrowing, with
the debt-to-GDP ratio standing at around 63% in 2005. Meanwhile, the crime
rate remained stubbornly high, despite the passage of a new criminal code. In
July 2003 parliament amended the constitution to replace the oath of alle-
giance to the British monarch with a pledge of loyalty to the St Lucian people
(although Queen Elizabeth II remained head of state).

At the general election of 11 Dec. 2006, the SLP won only six seats
against 11 for the United Workers Party, headed by Sir John Compton.
Anthony nonetheless retained his own constituency and continued as leader
of the SLP. Compton died in Sept. 2007 and was succeeded as prime minister
by Stephenson King. During his time in opposition, Anthony visited Cuba,
where he thanked the Cuban administration for its aid to St Lucia and other
Caribbean nations. In the general election held in Nov. 2011 the SLP were
returned to power, taking 11 of the available 17 seats.

Career Peak

With the economy in need of urgent attention, Anthony warned the island’s
population that ‘difficult times liec ahead’. He also faced a strained relationship
with Taiwan following St Lucia’s establishment of diplomatic ties with China
during his previous tenure.

Legislation criminalizing gang membership came into force in June 2014
with the aim of countering a growing threat from gang-associated violence on
the island.

Anthony’s third term came to an end in June 2016 following the SLP’s
defeat at parliamentary elections that month.

Introduction

Benigno Simeon Cojuangco Aquino III was sworn in as president in June
2010 after a landslide victory at the election in May. He campaigned on a
platform of tackling corruption and eradicating poverty. He is due to leave
office on 30 June 2016 following the elections of 9 May 2016 in which he was
ineligible to stand.
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Early Life

Aquino, popularly known as Noynoy, was born on 8 Feb. 1960 in Manila into
the influential Aquino political family. His father, Benigno Simeon ‘Ninoy’
Aquino, Jr, was a prominent opposition leader who was assassinated by
Ferdinand Marcos’ regime. His mother, Corazon Aquino, led a non-violent
people’s revolution following her husband’s death that brought about an end
to the Marcos dictatorship and secured her the presidency. Benigno Aquino
III graduated in economics from Ateneo de Manila University in 1981 before
joining his family in exile in the USA. On his father’s death in 1983, he
returned to the Philippines.

From 1983-98 Aquino worked in business for companies including Nike,
Intra-Strata Assurance Corp., Best Security Agency Corporation and Central
Azucarera Tarlac, an organization owned by the Cojuangco clan. In 1989 in
an attempted coup led by Gregorio Honasan against his mother’s administra-
tion Aquino narrowly escaped assassination.

Joining the Liberal Party in 1998, he was elected to the House of
Representatives to represent the 2nd District of Tarlac, a seat he held
until 2007. He served as deputy speaker of the House from Nov.
2004-Feb. 2006, resigning when he joined other Liberal leaders in calling
for the resignation of President Macapagal-Arroyo at the height of the
‘Hello Garci’ vote-rigging scandal. On 17 March 2006 Aquino was
appointed vice chairman of the Liberal Party. Constitutionally unable to
seek a fourth term in the House of Representatives, he won a Senate seat in
the May 2007 elections.

After the death of his mother in Aug. 2009, there was a swell of public
support for Aquino to stand for the presidency. Announcing his candidacy on
9 Sept. 2009 his subsequent campaign used the colour yellow to evoke his
mother’s ‘people power’ movement. The front runner leading up to the
election, Aquino went on to win with 42% of the vote.

Career Peak

On assuming office, Aquino announced the creation of an independent
commission to investigate the alleged corruption of the Arroyo administra-
tion (which led to the former president’s arrest in Oct. 2012) and appointed a
new justice secretary, Leila de Lima, the former head of the commission
on human rights. In education, he pushed for the extension of the basic
education system from a 10 year programme to 12 years. He also came out in
support of a controversial family planning bill which, despite strong oppo-
sition from the Catholic Church, was eventually approved by parliament
in Dec. 2012 and by the Supreme Court in April 2014. Critics have never-
theless questioned Aquino’s ability to introduce reforms that act against
the interests of the Philippines’ powerful clans, from which he himself
comes.

In Oct. 2012 Aquino signed a framework agreement on peace and auton-
omy between the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the
Muslim separatist movement operating in the Mindanao region, with the aim
of ending years of armed conflict. A power-sharing accord was signed in
Dec. 2013 and a peace deal was concluded in March 2014. However, in Sept.
2013 there were violent clashes between a faction of another militant group,
the Moro National Liberation Front, and government forces in the southern
city of Zamboanga. Further conflict between Muslim rebels and security
forces in Mindanao was also reported in Jan. 2015.

At the international level, there have been territorial tensions with China
since mid-2012 over a disputed area of the South China Sea, while in May
2013 a diplomatic clash similarly arose with Taiwan following the killing of a
Taiwanese fisherman by Filipino coastguards in an area of sea claimed by
both countries.

In May 2013 pro-Aquino candidates won the majority of congressional
seats in mid-term elections. However, in Nov. that year the Supreme
Court ruled that a widely misused government fund for development
projects, known as the DAP, was unconstitutional, which has tainted
Aquino’s anti-corruption image and undermined his ability to pursue eco-
nomic reforms.

In Nov. 2013 the central provinces of the Philippines were devastated by
Typhoon Haiyan, which killed thousands of people and displaced around
4 m. more.

As the constitution prohibits presidents from serving consecutive terms,
Aquino was barred from running at the May 2016 elections. He was replaced
by the winner, Rodrigo Duterte, the following month.

Aquino, Corazon (Philippines)

Introduction

Maria Corazon (Cory) Conjuangco Aquino is attributed with restoring
democracy in the Philippines. She was the country’s first female president
(1986-92). The wife of murdered dissident Benigno Aquino, she defeated
Ferdinand Marcos after disputed elections.

Early Life

Corazon Aquino was born on 25 Jan. 1933 in Tarlac province, Luzon. After
studying in Manila, Aquino left the Philippines with her family for the United
States where she finished her education at Mt Saint Vincent College in New
York, graduating with a degree in French and mathematics.

After returning to the Philippines to resume her academic career she met
and married the politician, Benigno Aquino Jr. in 1954. Benigno Aquino, a
Liberal party opponent to Ferdinand Marcos and ardent critic of Marcos’
‘Oplan Sagitarius’—a plan to declare martial law in the capital. He was
arrested in 1972 and exiled in 1980. Upon Benigno Aquino’s return to the
Philippines in 1983 he was assassinated at Manila International Airport.

When, in 1986, President Marcos announced a surprise election the
opposition to the Marcos regime unified behind Cory Aquino. Former Sen-
ator Salvador Laurel of the UNIDO Party stood down as presidential candi-
date to run as Aquino’s vice-presidential candidate.

Career Peak

After a bitterly contested election Marcos and Aquino each claimed victory.
Both were inaugurated by their respective supporters. Marcos, after his being
inaugurated at Malacafiang Palace fled the country, leaving Aquino to take
power.

On 25 March 1986 Aquino proclaimed a provisional constitution (the
Freedom Constitution) and then appointed a commission to write a new
constitution. This was ratified by referendum in Feb. 1987 and included the
provision that the head of state is directly elected for a non-renewable 6-year
term. Despite attempts to address government corruption, including long-
established commercial monopolies, Aquino failed to implement fundamen-
tal economic change. Corruption remained endemic, support from the mili-
tary wavered and communist groups were a constant threat. She was replaced
in 1992 by her defence minister, Fidel Ramos. She died of cardio-respiratory
arrest on 1 Aug. 2009, aged 76.

Introduction

Yasser Arafat has been synonymous with the Palestinian campaign for inde-
pendent statehood since the 1960s. Variously labelled a terrorist, resistance
fighter and statesman, he remained the dominant personality in the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) and the figurehead with whom successive
Israeli leaders had to deal. In the aftermath of the 1993 Oslo agreements, he
was elected President of the Palestinian Authority in Jan. 1996. However,
after the renewed Palestinian intifada from Sept. 2000 and the uncompromis-
ing military response of the Israeli government, he was sidelined internation-
ally and his leadership called into question. In March 2003 he agreed to create
the post of prime minister, a move demanded by Israel and the US before the
peace process could resume. The following month an internationally-
brokered ‘roadmap to peace’, allowing for the eventual establishment of a
Palestinian state, was published.
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Early Life

Arafat was born in Aug. 1929, although the exact date and place of his birth
are disputed. He is believed to have spent his childhood in Cairo, except for a
4 year period living with relatives in Jerusalem. Active in Palestinian student
politics while studying at Faud University, Cairo, he trained and worked as an
engineer in Egypt and Kuwait until 1965. In the late 1950s he was a
co-founder of Al-Fatah, an underground nationalist movement that became
the core of the PLO in the 1960s. In 1964 Arafat left Kuwait for Jordan from
where he led Fatah’s revolutionary activity.

Career Peak

In 1969 Arafat became the acknowledged, though not universally popular,
chairman of a fractious PLO. In the early 1970s his hostility towards any
compromise with Israel and refusal to acknowledge its right to exist was
reflected in international terrorism by the PLO, as well as violent conflict with
King Hussein’s Jordan, from where the PLO was expelled. He then adopted a
strategy of militancy coupled with diplomacy. While maintaining his demand
for Palestinian statehood, he gained recognition for the PLO at the United
Nations in 1974. In 1982 the PLO was forced out of Lebanon by the Israeli
invasion and Arafat’s authority was weakened by disaffection. Despite the
outbreak of the first Palestinian intifada in 1987, he implicitly accepted
Israel’s right to exist in 1988, based on an earlier UN Security Council
land-for-peace principle.

Arafat’s support for Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in the 1990-91 Gulf
war damaged his standing with conservative Arab states and Western gov-
ernments. Nevertheless, subsequent diplomatic efforts resulted in the Sept.
1993 Oslo agreements with Israel, providing for phased Palestinian autonomy
on the West Bank and in Gaza. The following year he was jointly awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize with Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin. In Jan. 1996 Arafat
was elected president of the Palestinian Authority. Frequent disruptions over
political and security concerns, and the renewal of the Palestinian intifada in
Sept. 2000, subsequently stalled the peace process.

In April 2002 tensions between Israelis and Palestinians increased as
suicide bomb attacks on Israeli cities were countered with Israeli tanks
occupying several Palestinian towns. As tanks surrounded the building hous-
ing Arafat, the Palestinian leader refused Sharon’s offer of a safe exit in return
for self-imposed exile. Later in the month Arafat was released after a 5 month
barricade of his headquarters. Sharon refused to cooperate with a UN fact
finding mission investigating Israel’s military offensive in Jenin. Sharon’s
reluctance to negotiate with Arafat was reinforced by President Bush’s outline
for a settlement in June 2002. The proposals, which advocated the election of
a new Palestinian leadership, caused international unease. Sharon later
outlined a plan to grant Palestine around 40% of the West Bank, albeit
demilitarized with Israeli control over all points of entry and exit and over
airspace. Negotiations would not begin until Palestinian violence ended and
Yasser Arafat was removed from power. The Palestinian authorities rejected
the proposals.

In Sept. 2002, following a suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv, Arafat was
again put under siege in his Ramallah muqata’a. Ten days later, after the
compound’s destruction, widespread international condemnation and Pales-
tinian protests, the Israeli army withdrew. In Jan. 2003 Sharon placed a travel
ban on Palestinian officials, effectively barring them from attending peace
talks in the UK. The UN, EU, Jordan, Egypt, Russia and Saudi Arabia were all
due to attend the talks. The move came after a suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv
killed over 20 people.

In March 2003 the PLO’s general secretary Mahmoud Abbas accepted
Arafat’s invitation to become the administration’s first prime minister. Arafat
had agreed to create the post to facilitate the resumption of an internationally
mediated peace process. Under the terms of the premiership Abbas was
responsible for the day-to-day running of the Palestinian Authority while
Arafat retained control of defence and peace negotiations. Following disputes
over several key appointments, Arafat and Abbas agreed on the composition
of a cabinet in late-April 2003.

In April 2003 a ‘roadmap to peace’, a plan jointly produced by the UN,
EU, US and Russia to secure a lasting peace, was published and delivered to
Abbas. The document called for an immediate ceasefire, an end to the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian towns, a clampdown on Palestinian militants and
the dismantling of Israeli settlements built since 2001. It set out proposals for
the establishment of an independent, democratic Palestinian state as early as
2005. The Palestinian Administration welcomed the development. In June
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2003 Israel withdrew its troops from the main north-south highway in the
Gaza Strip and from positions throughout northern Gaza. The move came
after the three main Palestinian militant groups (Hamas, Islamic Jihad and
Fatah) agreed to a ceasefire.

In July 2003 the Israeli government promised to release several hundred
Palestinians, including members of militant organizations. In addition, Israeli
checkpoints in Ramallah and Hebron were dismantled and 8000 workers
from the Gaza Strip, Bethlehem and Tulkarem were allowed into Israel.
However, the following month Sharon reiterated his commitment to building
a 600 km-long ‘security fence’ around the West Bank, which he claimed was
essential to prevent Palestinian suicide attacks.

Arafat alienated Abbas by retaining control of the Palestinian security
forces, a jurisdiction promised to his prime minister. Abbas resigned in Sept.
and Arafat appointed the speaker of the National Council, Ahmed Qureia, as
his replacement. Following threats by the Israeli government against Arafat’s
life, the Palestinian president declared a state of emergency on 5 Oct. and
announced an emergency government, headed by Qureia. This angered the
members of the council, whose approval was required for the installation of
the cabinet. After rumours of Arafat suffering a mild heart attack, Qureia
reluctantly agreed to remain in his designated position until the approval of a
prime minister by the council.

On 7 Oct. 2003 Arafat swore in the emergency cabinet, which included
Qureia in the position of Prime Minister. Qureia had previously announced
his commitment to the UN backed ‘roadmap to peace’ but stated he would not
risk a civil war by using force against Palestinian militants. Days later Qureia
threatened to resign owing to indignancy over Arafat’s attempts to ‘interfere’
with security issues.

In Nov. 2003 Qureia agreed to retain his position and was asked by Arafat
to form a new government. However, the formation was postponed after
disputes between the leader and Qureia as to whom was to be appointed
Interior Minister—a position which controls the Palestinian security forces.
Eventually Arafat effectively retained control of the security apparatus by
appointing the loyalist, Hakam Balawi.

In April 2004 Arafat stated that the Palestinian struggle would never end
until there was an independent Palestinian state, with Jerusalem as its capital,
but also added that any future peace agreement should preserve the Jewish
character of the Israeli state and pledged to control Gaza if Israel withdrew.
Nevertheless, following a series of kidnappings in Gaza, Arafat declared a
state of emergency in July 2004 and suggested that the security forces be
overhauled as Qureia again offered his resignation. Arafat rejected the offer
and appointed Moussa Arafat—his nephew—as overall security chief. This
appointment caused thousands of Palestinians to stage marches in Gaza in
protest. These protests resulted in clashes between security forces and the
al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade—a military faction of Fatah—forcing Arafat to
demote his nephew and re-appoint Abdel Razek al-Majeida as head of general
security. Reluctantly Qureia agreed to remain Prime Minister as Fatah dissi-
dents claimed their protests were not a challenge to Arafat’s overall leader-
ship, but to his methods of government. Arafat flew to Paris for medical care
in Oct. 2004 but died in Nov. 2004.

After years of Palestinian claims that Israel poisoned Arafat his body was
exhumed in Nov. 2012. Samples were retrieved from his remains and sent for
tests that aim to finally determine his cause of death.

Introduction

Dr Oscar Arias became president of Costa Rica for the second time in May
2006, claiming victory over his rival, Otton Solis, after weeks of recounts.
The centrist politician, best known for his economic reforms and his contri-
bution to peace in Central America, previously held the presidency from
1986-90. His second term ended in May 2010.

Early Life

Oscar Rafael Arias Sanchez was born on 13 Sept. 1940 in Heredia, central
Costa Rica. He was educated at St Francis College and the University of Costa
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Rica, where he read law and economics. He received a doctorate from the
University of Essex, Britain, before working for José Figueres, a National
Liberation Party leader who had served as president from 1970-74.
Appointed minister of planning and political economy in 1972, in 1979
Arias was named general secretary of the PLN, helping Luis Alberto
Monge to victory in the elections of 1982. Arias himself was elected president
on 8 May 1986, easily beating Rafael Calderon of the United Coalition.

Arias drafted a plan to promote peace and democracy in war-ravaged
Central America, which led to the signing of the Esquipulas II Accords on
7 Aug. 1987 and for which he subsequently received the Nobel peace prize.
He liberalized the Costa Rican economy, promoting tourism while reducing
dependence on exports of bananas and coffee. Steady growth was maintained
and unemployment fell to a regional low. After the end of his presidential term
in May 1990, he served on the boards of various organizations including the
International Crisis Group, Transparency International and the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute. Arias was widely recognized as a
champion of democracy and demilitarization and became a prominent
spokesman for the developing world.

Arias contested the 5 Feb. 2006 presidential election, promising a ‘fresh
start’ for the country after a series of corruption scandals. However, his early
lead in the opinion polls was eroded by a surge in support for Ottén Solis of
the left-leaning Citizens’ Action Party. The two candidates clashed regularly
over the ratification of the controversial Central American Free-Trade Agree-
ment (CAFTA), with Arias favouring approval. The election was followed by
a manual recount and weeks of tension. On 7 March 2006 Arias was declared
the victor with 40.9% of the vote and was sworn in on 8 May 2006.

Career Peak

Arias pledged to stamp out corruption and to implement economic reforms,
although his narrow victory and weak parliamentary position suggested a
struggle to win support for policies such as confirmation of CAFTA. How-
ever, in Oct. 2007 a national referendum narrowly decided in favour of
ratifying the trade agreement and in Nov. 2008 the legislature voted to
implement it. In June 2007 Arias announced that Costa Rica was withdrawing
its diplomatic recognition of Taiwan in favour of new relations with China in
order to attract Chinese investment. He was succeeded by Vice-President
Laura Chinchilla on 8 May 2010.

Introduction

Jean-Bertrand Aristide was elected president in 1990 but served only 7 months
before being ousted in a military coup. Under threat of US invasion, the
military junta stepped down in 1994 and Aristide saw out the rest of his term.
Constitutionally barred from contesting the presidential election of 1996, he
successfully stood for office again in 2000. A staunch opponent of the
dictatorial regimes of Papa and Baby Doc, he was unable to resolve Haiti’s
economic and political crises. He was forced to flee the country in Feb. 2004
after a military insurrection.

Early Life

Aristide was born on 15 July 1953 in Port-Salut on Haiti but spent much of his
youth in Port-au-Prince, the capital. He was educated in Roman Catholic
schools and at the College Notre Dame in Cap-Haitien before attending a
seminary run by the Salesian Fathers in the Dominican Republic. He returned
to the Grand Seminaire Notre Dame to undertake post-graduate philosophy
studies and then to the State University of Haiti where he graduated in
psychology in 1979. Aristide then studied theology in Rome and Israel.

In 1983 he returned to Haiti to be ordained and was named curate of St
Joseph’s church in Port-au-Prince. In 1985 Aristide completed his foreign
studies and gained a master’s degree from Canada’s Montreal University. He
returned to Port-au-Prince and the church of St Jean Bosco. Here he gained a
reputation for his vociferous criticism of Jean-Claude Duvalier (Baby Doc)
via his sermons and his broadcasts on a Catholic radio station and was warned
by the Salesian order for his political activism.

Aristide, Jean-Bertrand (Haiti)

In Feb. 1986 Baby Doc was forced from power and replaced by a military
junta. Aristide won wide respect for heading a march to commemorate
Duvalier’s victims that was attacked by the army. In the same year he
established the Lafanmi Selavi orphanage. In Sept. 1988 Aristide survived
one of several attempts made on his life when St Jean Bosco’s was attacked by
a crowd of pro-government supporters as he preached. Several dozen wor-
shippers died in the incident and the resultant public out-cry was regarded as
key to the collapse of the military regime the following week. Aristide,
however, was dismissed from the Salesian order for his political stance.

Aristide remained prominent in Haiti’s fragile journey towards democ-
racy through to the elections of 1990. Backed by the swelling support of the
Lavalas (The Flood), a popular democratic movement, Aristide announced he
would stand for the presidency and emerged victorious with 67% of the vote,
although the election was beset by violence.

Career Peak

Aristide was sworn in on 7 Feb. 1991 and began a programme of democra-
tization that won widespread support and brought much-needed international
aid. However, in Sept. 1991 the military, led by Brigadier-General Raoul
Cedras, staged a coup and Aristide went into exile in Venezuela and then
Washington, D.C. as Haiti succumbed to a 3 year reign of terror that cost over
5,000 lives.

The US, UN and the OAS instigated sanctions against Haiti and, follow-
ing the threat of a US invasion, Aristide was able to return to Haiti in Oct.
1994 to see out the remainder of his term. Faced with a devastated economy
and a fractured political landscape, Aristide set about restructuring the armed
forces and established a civilian police force. Elections were held in Feb. 1996
and Aristide, constitutionally prohibited from standing for a second consec-
utive term, was succeeded by Réné Préval in independent Haiti’s first peace-
ful transition of power.

Whilst out of office Aristide established an eponymous foundation for
democracy. In Nov. 1996 he founded the Fanmi Lavalas (Lavalas Family)
Party. Haiti struggled to repair itself and Préval began rule by decree in 1999.
Aristide announced his intention to stand for the presidency in elections in
Nov. 2000. He won with 91.8% of the vote but several opposition groups
alleged fraud and international aid was frozen. The political scene remained
entrenched and in July 2001 Aristide accused several former army officers of
attempting a coup. Thirty armed men attacked the National Palace in
Dec. 2001 in a further challenge to the presidency. In July 2002 Aristide
oversaw Haiti’s entry into CARICOM despite fears of continuing human
rights abuses within the country.

In July 2003 the Inter-American Development Bank granted loans worth
US$220m. to fund improvements in transport, education and public health.
However, Aristide’s presidency was weakened by mass demonstrations in
early 2004. Rebel forces seized the north of the country and Aristide fled
abroad before the advancing militias.

Later Life

The chief justice, Boniface Alexandre, was sworn in as provisional president

on 29 Feb. 2004. Aristide went first to the Central African Republic and then

to Jamaica, from where he filed lawsuits against unspecified officials from the

US and France, alleging he had been kidnapped and forced into exile.
Aristide returned to Haiti in March 2011.

Introduction

Owen Arthur was Barbados’ fifth prime minister and the leader of the
Barbados Labour Party (BLP). He took office in 1994 and was re-elected in
1999 and 2003. Arthur ran for another term in office but suffered defeat at the
15 Jan. 2008 elections.

Early Life

Owen Seymour Arthur was born on 17 Oct. 1949 in Barbados. He studied in
Jamaica at the University of the West Indies, graduating with a master’s in
economics. He worked in Jamaica for much of the 1970s, firstly as a
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researcher at the university’s department of management, then at the national
planning agency and later as director of economic research at the Jamaican
bauxite institute.

In 1981 he joined the Barbados ministry of finance and planning as chief
project analyst. He then became a research fellow at the University of the
West Indies’ institute of social and economic research. He also held positions
on the boards of the Jamaican council for scientific research, the Barbados
industrial development corporation and the central bank of Barbados.
Between 1982—-84 he was chairman of the Barbados agricultural development
corporation.

Arthur began his political career in 1983 when he was appointed to the
Barbados senate and the following year he was elected to the house of
assembly. From 1993-94 he served as leader of the opposition. He led the
BLP into the 1994 general election promising to develop a ‘modern,
technologically-dynamic economy’. The BLP won 19 of 28 available seats
and Arthur was returned as prime minister.

Career Peak

Arthur has made economic development a main priority with emphasis on
promotion of international trade and investment, incorporating an expansion
of the tourism sector.

In the build-up to the 1999 election he vowed to make Barbados a
republic, proposing that a ceremonial president replace the queen as head of
state. There are plans for a referendum on the subject. Arthur’s BLP won a
landslide victory at the 1999 polls, claiming 26 of the 28 seats. In 2000 the
OECD placed Barbados on a list of nations designated as uncooperative tax
havens but was removed from the list 2 years later. Arthur’s majority was
slightly reduced at the election of 2003 when the BLP won 23 seats on a
platform of reduced taxation and increased prosperity.

Arthur has been active in regional politics, taking a leading role in
developing the Caribbean single market and economy. Additionally he was
the chair of the Commonwealth ministerial group on small states, chair of the
global conference on small states and a consultant to the OAS and
CARICOM.

In 2004 relations with Trinidad and Tobago declined following a sea
border disagreement when several Barbadian fishermen were arrested. The
dispute was referred to the UN for adjudication. Ties between Barbados and
Trinidad took a further knock in 2005 when Arthur suggested Tobago would
be better off in a union with Barbados.

Arthur was minister of finance in addition to being prime minister.

Arthur sought a fourth consecutive term in office and in the run-up to the
Jan. 2008 vote accused his rivals of taking donations from Taiwan, in return
for promising to switch allegiance from China. The opposition, the Demo-
cratic Labour Party (DLP), had in turn suggested that Arthur had access to
undeclared bank accounts. Arthur was defeated in the elections held on
15 Jan., but was re-elected to his own seat from St Peter constituency. On
19 Jan. 2008 Arthur stepped down as leader of the BLP, saying that he felt
immediate leadership transition would be in the best interest of the party and
Barbadian democracy.

Introduction

When Iceland’s prime minister of 13 years, David Oddsson, became ill in
Aug. 2004, Halldor Asgrimsson was chosen to replace him. The accountant-
turned-politician, who had been minister for foreign affairs since 1995, took
office on 15 Sept. 2004. He resigned in June 2006.

Early Life

Halldér Asgrimsson was born in Vopnafjordur in eastern Iceland on 8th Sept.
1947. He attended the Co-operative College of Iceland in Reykjavik and
graduated in 1965. He then specialized in finance and commerce and received
a licence as a certified public accountant in 1970. The following year he
undertook further studies abroad at the universities of Bergen and Copenha-
gen. Returning to Reykjavik in 1973, Asgrimsson began working at the
University of Iceland, lecturing at the faculty of economics and business
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administration. A year later, in the general election that was brought about
by a split in the ruling coalition over economic policies, Asgrimsson was
elected as a member of the Alpingi (Parliament) for the moderate Progressive
Party (PP). In 1976 Asgrimsson became a member of the board of the Central
Bank of Iceland. He served as a member of the Icelandic delegation to the
Copenhagen-based Nordic Council in 1977-78.

In 1980 he became vice-chairman of the PP, which had joined the People’s
Alliance (PA) in a coalition led by the former Independence Party (IP) leader
Gunnar Thoroddsen. The presidential election of 1980 was won by Vigdis
Finnbogaddttir, who became the world’s first popularly elected female head
of state. Asgrimsson became the minister for fisheries in May 1983 following
the general election which resulted in the PP leader Steingrimur Hermannsson
becoming prime minister. Asgrimsson later served as minister for Nordic
co-operation (1985-87) and minister for justice and ecclesiastical affairs
(1988-89). He took over as leader of the PP when Hermannsson stepped
down in 1994. From 1995-2004 Asgrimsson was minister for foreign affairs
and external trade in a coalition government of the PP and the IP led by prime
minister David Oddsson. The period was broadly characterized by strong
economic growth underpinned by fisheries and the production of aluminium.
Oddsson emerged victorious in the May 2004 general election, but decided to
make way for Asgrimsson following a period of ill-health in Aug. Oddsson
took the job of minister of foreign affairs until Sept. 2005.

Career Peak

According to an agreement between the two coalition parties (IP and PP),
Asgrimsson became prime minister of Iceland on 15 Sept. 2004. In his
opening policy address he outlined his commitment to diversifying the
Icelandic economy away from its dependence on fisheries by expanding the
country’s power-intensive industries and taking full advantage of abundant
supplies of free geothermal energy. He also pledged to cut income tax over
3 years, raise child allowance and promised a review of the constitution. His
government aimed to promote more active international co-operation follow-
ing the announcement of Iceland’s candidacy for a seat on the UN Security
Council for the period 200910, with elections taking place in 2008.
Following a poor showing at the municipal elections of June 2006,
Asgrimsson announced that he was resigning as prime minister and would
step down as leader of the Progressive Party before the end of 2006. He was
succeeded by the chairman of the Independence Party, Geir Hilmar Haarde.
Asgrimsson died on 18 May 2015 following a heart attack.

Introduction

Taro Aso became prime minister in Sept. 2008 after the resignation of Yasuo
Fukuda. With a reputation as a conservative and nationalist, he came to office
promising to address Japan’s economic problems. However, he faced a
divided parliament, with the upper house controlled by the opposition, and
severe challenges resulting from the global economic crisis.

Early Life

Taro Aso was born on 20 Sept. 1940 in lizuka, Fukuoka. As owners of the
Aso Cement Company, his family had a tradition of holding political office.
After graduating in politics and economics at Gakushuin University, he
studied at Stanford University in the USA and at the London School of
Economics. In 1966 he joined the Aso Cement Company, for a period
working in its Brazil offices, and was appointed company president in
1973. Aso also represented Japan at shooting at the 1976 Olympic Games.
In Oct. 1979 he was elected to the House of Representatives as a member
of'the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). He was appointed vice minister
for education in 1988 and in 2003 joined Prime Minister Koizumi’s cabinet as
minister of internal affairs, posts and communications. In Oct. 2005 he was
appointed minister for foreign affairs, a position he held for 3 years, during
which time he supported sanctions against North Korea and criticized China’s
military spending, describing it as a threat to Japan and the region. In 2006
China was angered when he praised Taiwan (which China claims as an


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf

24

integral part of its territory) as a ‘law-abiding country’. Aso’s outspoken
remarks nonetheless secured him popular support within Japan.

When Koizumi resigned in 2006, the LDP chose not to call a general
election but to hold an internal contest for the leadership. Aso stood but was
defeated by Shinzo Abe. He continued as foreign minister in Abe’s govern-
ment and when Abe resigned in Sept. 2007, announced his candidature to
replace him. Opponents claimed the process was a return to old-style Japa-
nese politics, in which leaders of the party factions pledged their support in
advance of an open vote. Aso lost to the more moderate Yasuo Fukuda by
330 votes to 197.

Fukuda faced a split in parliament, with the upper house controlled by the
opposition Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ). Aso declined offers of a minis-
terial portfolio and embarked on a political tour of the country. He changed his
focus from foreign affairs and cultural issues to the economy and advocated a
‘Japan Renewal Programme’ based on regional decentralization, pension
reforms and employment liberalization.

In Aug. 2008 Aso was appointed secretary-general of the LDP. On 1 Sept.
2008 Fukuda, unable to implement his policies, announced his resignation.
Aso campaigned to replace him, identifying economic stability as his priority.
On 22 Sept. 2008 he was elected president of the LDP with 351 of a possible
525 votes. However, the upper house voted for the DPJ candidate Ozawa
ensuring Aso too faced a divided parliament.

Career Peak

Aso faced severe challenges as the global economic crisis worsened through-
out 2008-09. He announced three economic stimulus plans (in Oct. and
Dec. 2008 and Feb. 2009) but was criticized for delays in submitting detailed
plans to parliament. There was concern at problems in the pension system
among older voters, many of whom were angered when Aso criticized them
for not taking better care of their health. By early 2009 there was widespread
pressure for an early general election. In foreign relations, Aso moved to build
bridges with China and met the Chinese premier for talks in Oct. 2008. In Feb.
2009 he visited President Obama, a meeting seen as a mutual confirmation of
good relations between the two nations.

The Aug. 2009 elections to the House of Deputies saw the LDP lose to the
Democratic Party of Japan, taking only 119 seats compared to their rivals’
308. On 16 Sept. Aso was succeeded as prime minister by Yukio Hatoyama.

Later Life

Aso joined Shinzo Abe’s government in Dec. 2012 as deputy prime minister
and minister of finance.

Introduction

Almazbek Atambayev was sworn in as president on 1 Dec. 2011. His election
represented the first peaceful handover of power since the country gained
independence during the dissolution of the Soviet Union. He succeeded Roza
Otunbayeva, who assumed the post on a temporary basis after the previous
incumbent, Kurmanbek Bakiyev, was ousted in a violent uprising in April
2010. A successful entrepreneur, Atambayev has favoured closer ties with
Russia.

Early Life

Atambayev was born on 17 Sept. 1956 in Chui, a northern region of what is
now Kyrgyzstan. He studied at the Moscow Institute of Management, from
where he graduated with a degree in economics. From 1983 until 1987, when
the Kyrgyz Republic was still a constituent part of the Soviet Union, he served
on the Supreme Council of the Republic.

In 1993, 2 years after the country had declared independence, Atambayev
was one of the founders of the Social Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan.
Having established himself as a prosperous businessman in the post-Soviet
era, he became chairman of the party in 1999. In 2000 he won 6% of the vote
in a presidential election. In Dec. 2005 he was appointed minister of industry,

Atambayev, Almazbek (Kyrgyzstan)

trade and tourism, but resigned 5 months later. In Nov. 2006 he was among
the leaders of anti-government protests in the capital, Bishkek. He served as
prime minister from March to Nov. 2007, and ran again for president in April
2009 but withdrew on the day of the ballot, citing electoral fraud.

Kurmanbek Bakiyev was overthrown in April 2010, prompting a wave of
ethnic violence between Kyrgyz and Uzbek communities in the south of the
country. A national referendum approved a new constitution that weakened
the authority of the president and shifted power towards the legislature.
Parliamentary elections followed and a coalition government was established
for the first time in the country’s history. Atambayev was appointed prime
minister once more, a position he held until the presidential election in
Oct. 2011.

Atambayev gained a comfortable victory at that election which, though
criticized by some observers, was regarded as a significant democratic
achievement.

Career Peak

Atambayev came to power in a country riven by ethnic division. He pledged
to foster national unity and described Russia as the country’s ‘main strategic
partner’. Soon after assuming office he said that he would look to close a US
military base in the country when its lease expired. This policy was endorsed
by parliament in June 2013, after which the base closed in June 2014.

In Sept. 2012 Atambayev appointed technocrat Zhantoro Satybaldiyev, a
technocrat, as prime minister following the collapse of the coalition govern-
ment in the wake of corruption allegations, a poor economic record and the
resignation of former premier Omurbek Babanov. Further reports of corrup-
tion also prompted the fall of Satybaldiyev’s administration in March 2014
and the subsequent appointment of Dzhoomart Otorbayev as the new premier,
although with no changes to other key ministerial portfolios. He in turn
resigned in April 2015 and was succeeded by Temir Sariyev. In parliamentary
elections the following Oct. Atambayev’s Social Democratic Party of Kyr-
gyzstan (SDPK) was returned as the largest party with 38 seats and another
coalition government under Sariyev’s premiership was formed.

In April 2016 Sooronbay Jeenbekov was sworn in as prime minister after
Sariyev and his cabinet resigned having been accused of corruption by a
parliamentary commission. Jeenbekov’s government also resigned in Oct.,
but he was reappointed and nominated a largely unchanged new administra-
tion that was approved by parliament and by Atambayev the following
month. In a national referendum in Dec. about 80% of voters endorsed
proposed constitutional amendments that included increasing the powers of
the prime minister and the SDPK-dominated government. However, critics
believed that the amendments would strengthen the executive at the expense
of parliament and the judiciary.

In accordance with the constitution, Atambayev was only eligible to serve
one 6 year term. On 24 Nov. 2017 he was replaced by Sooronbay Jeenbekov,
also from the SDPK, as president.

Introduction

Clement Attlee was British Labour prime minister between 1945 and 1951.
A social reformer, under his administration an advanced welfare state was
created. On the world scene, he oversaw the initial stages of dismantling the
British Empire and the difficult transition to a new international role for
Britain.

Early Life

Born on 3 Jan. 1883 in Putney, southwest London, Clement Richard Attlee
graduated from Oxford University with a law degree and subsequently
qualified as a barrister. For 15 years until 1922 he lived in the East End of
London and it was his exposure during this period to poor living standards
that confirmed in him his belief in social reform. He served in the army during
‘World War I, rising to the rank of Major.
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Attlee’s political life began in earnest when he joined the socialist Fabian
Society in 1907 and the Independent Labour Party the following year. By
1919 he was mayor of Stepney in east London and by 1922 he had entered the
House of Commons as the member for Limehouse. Limehouse was to remain
his constituency until 1950 when he became MP for West Walthamstow. He
held junior ministerial posts in Britain’s first Labour governments, the 1924
and 1929-31 administrations of Ramsay MacDonald. However, unhappy at
MacDonald’s decision in 1931 to head the national coalition government
which included Liberals and Conservatives, Attlee resigned. Later in the year
he was appointed deputy to the new Labour leader, George Lansbury, and
replaced him in 1935 with strong trade union backing.

In the lead up to World War II, Attlee voiced his opposition to the
aggression of Europe’s fascist powers but he was reluctant to support exten-
sive rearmament or conscription. He refused to serve in Chamberlain’s
wartime cabinet but was a supporter of Churchill, serving as Lord Privy
Seal, Secretary for the Dominions, Lord President of the Council and deputy
prime minister during Churchill’s premiership.

Career Peak

In the post-war election of July 1945, despite massive public affection for
Churchill, Attlee’s Labour Party won a landslide victory on the promise of
social change. Attlee became the first Labour prime minister with a majority
in the Commons. His term of office proved to be one of the most significant of
the twentieth century, both domestically and internationally.

On the home front, Attlee’s administration paved the way for the welfare
state, as set out in W. H. Beveridge’s Social Insurance and Allied Services
Report of 1942, and also the National Health Service, principally installed by
Minister of Health Aneurin Bevan. In addition, Attlee undertook a massive
programme of nationalization. By the end of his tenure the Bank of England,
telegraphs, railways, coal mining, gas, electricity, iron and steel had all been
taken out of private hands. This equated to around one fifth of the British
economy. Attlee also approved increased spending on education, and the
school leaving age was raised to 16. However, these reforms were expensive,
especially so in the aftermath of World War 11, and Chancellor Stafford Cripps
imposed severe economic constraints from 1947 onwards eventually leading to
devaluation. Discontent spread throughout the party (Bevan himself eventually
resigned in protest at cutbacks) with a consequent loss of popular support.

Foreign policy, under the control of Ernest Bevin for most of Attlee’s
administration, saw the repositioning of Britain’s role on the world stage. His
term of office found the British Empire in its death throes. Attlee had become
convinced of the need for self-rule on the Indian sub-continent following a
trip he had made there in 1927. Independence was granted in 1947 to India
and the new state of Pakistan (under the guidance of Louis Mountbatten, the
last Indian Viceroy), followed by Burma (now Myanmar), Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka), and British withdrawal from Palestine (paving the way for the
creation of Israel). This transitional phase was far from easy, and numerous
unresolved questions led to problems evident still today, as epitomized by the
disputes between India and Pakistan and between Israel and the Palestinians.

Meanwhile, closer ties with European neighbours were established with
the signing of the Brussels Treaty in March 1948, forming an alliance
between the UK, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Belgium. The
UK joined the Organization for European Economic Co-operation less than a
month later and joined the Council of Europe in 1949 but there was strong
resistance to joining the European Common Market. Closer relations also
developed with the US in the face of the Soviet threat, much to the chagrin of
many left-wingers within the Labour party. The US Marshall Plan of 1947 for
European re-development was fully backed as was the creation in 1949 of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Attlee’s government was also
integral to the creation in 1950 of the Colombo Plan for Asian economic
development.

Attlee won the general election of 1950, but as a result of the worsening
economic climate his majority was slashed. In an attempt to improve this
situation, he returned to the polls in Oct. 1951 but the gamble failed and the
Conservatives, under Winston Churchill, came to power.

Later Life

Attlee remained leader of the opposition until Dec. 1955 when he retired and
became 1st Earl Attlee, Viscount Prestwood. Hugh Gaitskill succeeded him as
Labour leader and Attlee went on to pen his memoirs before he died, in
Westminster, on 8 Oct. 1967. Though often perceived as a rather staid public
figure, he was intelligent and witty and his time in office was one of the most
difficult of any British prime minister.
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Introduction

Aung San, the father of modern Myanmar, led the anti-colonial movement in
the 1940s, securing independence for his country through post-war negotia-
tions with the UK. A revolutionary student and Japanese-sponsored rebel,
Aung San managed to unite the Burmans and the disparate ethic nationalities
in a common struggle. Using both peaceful and military means, he forced the
British administration to negotiate an organized transfer of power. His assas-
sination the year before independence created a hero’s cult. Aung San Sui
Kyi, his third child with Daw Khin Kyi, has been associated with his
achievements.

Early Life

Aung San was born on 13th Feb. 1915 at Natmauk in the central Burmese
district of Magwe. His father, U Pha, a lawyer, and his mother, Daw Su, came
from prosperous gentry families with a pedigree of resistance to colonial rule.
He received his education in a monastic establishment and at the Vernacular
High School in Natmauk and after at the National High School,
Yenangyaung. In 1932 Aung San began studying English Literature, Modern
History and Political Science at Rangoon University. He became involved in
politics through the students’ union and edited the union magazine.
A university strike in 1938 forced the authorities to revoke his expulsion,
ordered for a provocative article. He was elected president of the Students’
Union while continuing his studies in law.

In Oct. 1938 Aung San joined the Dohbama Asi-ayone (“We-Burmese”
Association), a nationalist and militant political organization, known ironi-
cally as the Thakins (Thakin, or ‘master’. being the term of address used for
the British). In 1939 Aung San became general secretary of the newly formed
Freedom Bloc—a confederation of parties seeking independence from
colonial rule.

The outbreak of the World War I precipitated negotiations with the
British. Aung San attended the Indian National Congress assembly at
Ramgarh in 1940 with the intention of seeking international support for
Burmese independence. His anti-British activism in Rangoon provoked a
warrant for his arrest, forcing him underground and subsequently to China
(though the warrant was revoked). In Amoy, now Xiamen, Japanese agents
offered Aung San assistance. On his return to Burma, he gathered a group of
young nationalists, later known as the ‘Thirty Comrades’. for military training
in Japan. The Burma Independence Army (BIA) was formed in Bangkok in
Dec. 1941 to assist the Japanese invasion of British-held Burma in 1942.

Career Peak

Rangoon was occupied on 8 March 1942 by Japanese forces and the BIA,
commanded by Maj.-Gen. Aung San. The BIA grew in numbers during the
takeover of the country and assumed the duties of local government under a
Japanese administration. Aung San served as defence minister under the
puppet regime of Ba Maw, relinquishing control of the BIA (transformed
into the Burmese National Army) to Ne Win, the later dictator. Burma was
declared sovereign on 1 Aug. 1943 but dissatisfaction with Japanese policies
and treatment of the Burmese persuaded Aung San to approach the British in
Nov. 1943. In 1944 he founded the Anti-Fascist Organization (AFO) in
preparation for a general uprising against the Japanese on 27 March 1945.
After the surrender of the Japanese in Aug. the AFO was reformed as the Anti-
Fascist People’s Freedom League (AFPFL), gaining widespread popular
support. This convinced the British military commander, Lord Mountbatten,
to defy the wishes of the returning colonial administration, which deemed
Aung San a traitor, and re-appointed Sir Hubert Rance as governor. Rance’s
non-confrontational approach allowed for rapid negotiations with Aung San
and the AFPFL.

In Sept. 1946 Aung San was appointed deputy chairman of the Executive
Council of Burma. In this capacity, and as president of the AFPFL, he
negotiated a schedule for Burmese independence with the British government
in London. The Aung San-Attlee Agreement was signed on 27 Jan. 1947,
securing total independence in a year’s time. The issue of ethnic divisions was
settled in Feb. when Aung San signed the Panglong Agreement with leaders
of the nationalities, which supported the creation of a unified independent
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Burma. Elections to the constitutional assembly were held in April 1947,
giving the AFPFL 196 of the 202 seats.

On 19 July 1947 Aung San and six members of the Executive Council,
including his brother, U Ba Win, were assassinated under the orders of U Saw,
a former prime minister who opposed Aung San’s compromises with the
British. U Saw was subsequently tried and executed for the murders. Burma
achieved independence from the UK on 4 Jan. 1948.

Introduction

The first of the two presidents of the Fourth Republic, Auriol’s 7 year term
was blighted by post-war crises and the Indochina War. Friction with the
communist party and the Gaullists, coupled with an alarming succession of
prime ministers, rendered Auriol’s period of rule unstable.

Early Life

The son of a baker, Vincent Auriol was born on 27 Aug. 1884 in Revel, near
Toulouse. After studying law in Toulouse he joined the bar. At the time of his
studies Auriol was already embracing socialism. He was involved with the
Section Frangaise de I’Internationale Ouvriére (International Workers Party;
SFIO) later the Parti Socialiste, since its beginnings in 1905. In May 1914 he
became Socialist deputy for Muret, Haute-Garonne, and was elected to the
Chamber of Deputies. Between 1919-35 Auriol led the parliamentary body of
the SFIO. From 1936-37, as finance minister in Léon Blum’s Front Populaire
government, he devalued the franc. From the following year Auriol was
minister of justice under Camille Chautemps, who was prime minister from
1937-38, before rejoining Blum for his second term in 1938.

At the Fall of France, a vote was held on 10 July 1940 to determine
whether Pétain should gain full control of the Vichy government. 80 members
voted against, including Auriol. He was subsequently arrested and
imprisoned. In 1943 he went first to London and then to Algiers. After the
War, de Gaulle appointed him to the provisional government. Between
194546 he presided over two Constituent Assemblies and the National
Assembly until Jan. 1947.

Career Peak

On 16 Jan. 1947 Auriol became the first president of the Fourth Republic.
Despite having gained a reputation as a political mediator, he was unable to
prevent friction in his coalition government. Both the communists and Gaull-
ists proved incompatible and the tripartite coalition came to an end in May
1947 when the communist ministers were dismissed.

Instability was caused by a succession of prime ministers, who resigned or
were replaced after short periods in office. During Auriol’s presidency, there
were eleven different prime ministers with sixteen changes of government.
Their periods in office ranged from a maximum of a year to a minimum of
6 days. Between 16 Jan. 1947—16 Jan. 1954 the prime ministers were Paul
Ramadier, Robert Schuman (twice), André Marie, Henri Queuille (three
times), Jules Moch, René Mayer (twice), Georges Bidault, René Pleven
(twice), Edgar Faure, Antoine Pinay and Joseph Laniel.

In the troubled post-war years, economic hardship provoked a culture of
strikes and industrial action. Attempts at resolving problems were met with
PCF obstruction and violent demonstrations. In Dec. 1947, after weeks of
strikes, 16 people were killed when a sabotaged train was derailed. Commu-
nists had believed the train contained security forces on their way to break up
the strikes. On the same day there were 15 other sabotages and six more
derailments. An added difficulty was France’s war with Indochina (1946-54),
which drained the country’s meagre resources. At the end of his term, Auriol
declined to stand again. In the 1954 elections, René Coty was elected
president.

Later Life

Auriol was a strong opponent of de Gaulle’s Fifth Republic and in 1960 he
retired from politics. He died on 1 Jan. 1966.

Auriol, Vincent (France)

Introduction

Jean-Marc Ayrault was appointed prime minister on 16 May 2012 by Presi-
dent Frangois Hollande. Ayrault served as president of the cross-party Social-
ist group in the National Assembly from 1997 to 2012 and was mayor of
Nantes between 1989 and 2012.

Early Life

Jean-Marc Ayrault was born on 25 Jan. 1950 in Maulévrier, Maine-et-Loire.
In 1971 he graduated in German from Nantes University before gaining a
teaching diploma and becoming a German teacher. He taught at Angeviniére
College in Saint-Herblain, a suburb of Nantes, from 1973 until 1986.

In 1971 Ayrault joined the Socialist Party (PS) and affiliated himself with
Jean Poperen, who unsuccessfully challenged Frangois Mitterrand for the
party leadership that year. From 1976-82 he served as a regional councillor
for Loire-Atlantique and in 1977 was elected mayor of Saint-Herblain, a post
he held for 11 years. In 1979 he joined the PS national committee and in 1981
its executive committee. In 1986 he was elected to the National Assembly to
represent Loire-Atlantique, a seat he held for the next six legislative elections.

In 1989 Ayrault became mayor of Nantes, winning re-election in 1995,
2001 and 2008. In 1997 he was elected president of the parliamentary
Socialist group, the same year as he received a 6 month suspended prison
sentence after the Nantes government awarded a newspaper contract without
a public tender. He was a special adviser to Frangois Hollande on his
successful presidential campaign in 2012 and was subsequently appointed
premier.

Career Peak

Ayrault’s principal challenge was to rejuvenate the economy and improve the
public finances. Together with Hollande, he pushed the European Commis-
sion to support the Greek economy. Domestically, he lowered the retirement
age from 62 to 60 for some workers, cut ministerial salaries by up to 30% and
announced plans to spend €2.5bn. by 2017 to help the poor. His government
also introduced new capital gains and inheritance taxes, an exit tax for
entrepreneurs, a temporary 75% tax on annual incomes over a €lm., an
income tax hike from 41% to 45% on salaries over €150,000 and increased
taxes on stock options, dividends and financial transactions.

Ayrault resigned as prime minister on 31 March 2014 after the Socialist
Party suffered considerable losses in local elections. He was replaced a day
later by the serving interior minister, Manuel Valls.

Later Life

Ayrault returned to government in Feb. 2016 when he was appointed minister
of foreign affairs and international development, serving in the cabinet of
Manuel Valls.

Introduction

Muhammad Ayub Khan, Pakistan’s president from 1958-68, was the first
leader of Pakistan to impose direct military rule. His ‘Great Decade’. which
saw steady industrialization and an opening up of the economy to the West,
but he lost support over the unsuccessful Indo-Pakistan war of 1965 and his
monopolization of state power.

Early Life

Muhammad Ayub Khan was born on 14 May 1907 in Hazara in the northwest
of Pakistan. He was born to Mir Dad Khan, a non-commissioned officer in the
British Indian army. Educated at schools in Saria Saleh and Haripur, he went
on to study at Alighar University in Uttar Pradesh, India. Before taking his
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Azikiwe, Nnamdi (Nigeria)

exams he was selected for training at the Royal Military College at Sandhurst,
England, where he spent 2 years (1926-28). In 1928 he was commissioned in
the British Indian army. In the second world war Khan fought as second-in-
command of a regiment in Burma and then as a battalion commander in India.
When India gained independence in 1947 he joined the newly-formed Paki-
stani army, rising to become Maj.-Gen. in 1948 and the first Commander in
Chief of Pakistan’s armed forces in 1951.

In 1954 Ayub Khan was appointed defence minister in the government of
Muhammad Ali Bogra, a post which he held until 1958. During this time he
played a key role in Pakistan’s involvement with a series of US-sponsored
military alliances (CENTO and SEATO).

On 7 Oct. 1958 Iskander Mirza, aided by Khan, took power in a coup,
declaring martial law. Mirza gained the presidency while Khan became Chief
Martial Law Administrator. Relations between Mirza and Khan broke down
following the coup and on 28 Oct. 1958 Khan dismissed Mirza and took
power as Pakistan’s president, retaining his role as Chief Martial Law Admin-
istrator while giving himself the title of Field Marshall.

Career Peak

Ayub Khan’s presidential rule, which was confirmed by referendum in Feb.
1960, began promisingly. The public were generally welcoming towards him
and regarded his take-over as a signal that political instability was at an end.
Khan moved the capital from Karachi to Islamabad, where he constructed a
modern, spacious city, and began a wide-ranging series of reforms in the
agricultural, social and educational sectors. In the economic sphere he pur-
sued a successful pro-market policy which encouraged foreign investment.
His agricultural policies, however, came under fire for their bias towards the
land-owning classes and powerful industrialists.

Realizing the need to lift the state of emergency and to normalize politics,
he appointed a constitutional commission. Martial law was lifted on 8 June
1962. The new constitution introduced a system of ‘Basic Democracy’ which
extended limited political power through a system of indirect election while
maintaining military control over the judiciary and the civil service.

The US’ even-handed support for India and Pakistan and the arming of
India’s military after the Indo-China border confrontation (1962) prompted
Khan to develop closer ties with China, from whom Pakistan subsequently
received military aid. At the same time, Pakistan’s relations with India deteri-
orated as the situation in the contested region of Jammu and Kashmir worsened.
In 1965 these tensions culminated in a brief war. After the UN called for a cease-
fire, Ayub Khan agreed to the Tashkent declaration which established revised
boundaries for Indian and Pakistani territory. This was viewed by Pakistanis as a
capitulation on the gains made during the military conflict.

Ayub Khan retained power in the 1965 presidential elections. His main
contender, Fatimah Jinnah (sister of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founding father
of Pakistan) gained fewer votes than expected, prompting allegations of vote-
rigging. The economic consequences of the war led to increasing dissatisfaction
with Khan’s rule. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, his right-hand man, turned against him
and established the Pakistani People’s Party (PPP) while in East Pakistan, the
growing strength of the Awami League under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman increas-
ingly undermined Khan. In spite of the unrest, in 1968 Khan chose to celebrate
10 years of power, or what he called the ‘Great Decade’. This ill-judged
celebration led to calls for strike action. In Jan. 1969 a Democratic Action
Committee, an alliance of opposition parties, was formed with the single
objective of ousting Khan. Khan initially declared that he would not seek
re-election in 1970 yet the protest continued, forcing him to stand down. On
25 March 1969 martial law was re-introduced and Ayub Khan resigned,
handing power to Yahya Khan, the Commander in Chief of the army.

Later Life
Having suffered poor health from 1968, Ayub Khan died in 1974.

Introduction

Mykola Azarov was appointed prime minister on 11 March 2010. A close ally
of President Viktor Yanukovych, his predecessor as leader of the Party of
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Regions, Azarov was regarded as a technocrat. Ethnically Russian, he was a
veteran of the country’s turbulent political system, having previously served
as deputy prime minister, foreign minister and, on two occasions, acting
prime minister.

Early Life

Mykola Azarov was born on 17 Dec. 1947 in the town of Kaluga, in what is
now Russia. He studied geology at Moscow State University before working
at a coal mine in the Russian city of Tula. In 1984 he moved to Donetsk to
serve first as deputy director and later as director of the Ukrainian State
Geological Institute. He became a member of Ukraine’s parliament in 1994
and 2 years later was appointed head of the state tax authority.

During his 6 years there, Azarov had a reputation for authoritarianism and
controversy. It was alleged that he promoted electoral fraud and the intimi-
dation of journalists to secure the re-election of President Leonid Kuchma in
1999. Azarov staunchly denied the accusations, citing a plot against him by
rivals.

In 2002 the European Choice parliamentary group, of which he was
chairman, nominated Azarov for prime minister. He declined and stood
aside for Yanukovych, who assumed both the leadership of the Party of
Regions and the premiership. Yanukovych appointed Azarov as deputy
prime minister and finance minister in his first cabinet, with Azarov serving
until 2005 and then again in 2006—07. His most notable reform was to bring
the variable tax rate on personal income down to a uniform flat rate.

During the political upheaval that accompanied the Orange Revolution
over the winter of 200405, Azarov twice served briefly as acting prime
minister. After masterminding Yanukovych’s victorious presidential election
campaign in 2010, he assumed the leadership of the Party of Regions and was
confirmed as prime minister by parliament on 11 March 2010.

Career Peak

Azarov declared that his primary task was to restore the struggling economy.
Admitting that ‘the coffers are empty’. he pledged to push through a pro-
gramme of budgetary restraints to encourage the IMF to resume funding
suspended in 2009. However, in Nov. 2011 the IMF postponed loan instal-
ment negotiations because of a lack of progress by the Azarov government on
pension reform and the removal of domestic gas subsidies.

Criticized by opponents for his poor grasp of the Ukrainian language,
Azarov promised that government affairs would be conducted in Ukrainian.

Following the Party of Regions’ victory in parliamentary elections in Oct.
2012, President Yanukovych nominated Azarov in Dec. for a new term as
prime minister of a reconstituted government. However, he resigned in Jan.
2014 amid widespread social unrest caused by the ongoing ‘Euromaidan’
protests with demonstrators demanding closer EU integration. Azarov had
previously rejected conditions to joining the European Union (including the
decriminalization of same sex marriage), whilst seeking to improve strained
economic relations with Moscow.

Introduction

Nnamdi Azikiwe, popularly known as ‘Zik’. was the first governor-general of
Nigeria between 1960-63. He served as president from 1963 to 1966, though
the post held few significant powers.

Early Life

Benjamin Nnamdi Azikiwe was born on 16 Nov. 1904 in Zunguru, Northern
Nigeria. His opposition to the colonial power was confirmed when his father
lost his job as a civilian clerk in a British army regiment. He attended the
Roman Catholic and Church Missionary Society’s Anglican missions at
Onitsha, after which he studied in Lagos and Calabar. He was fluent in the
Ibo, Yoruba, and English languages besides his mother tongue, Hausa.
After working in the treasury department in Lagos from 1921-25 he
headed for the United States where he obtained his MA in political science
from Lincoln University in 1930. His first book, on international relations,
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was published in 1931. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in
1934 with an MSc in Anthropology.

For 3 years, he was editor of the Afiican Morning Post in Sierra Leone.
Back in Nigeria in 1937, he set up a number of newspapers and in his role as
editor of the West African Pilot, he fought colonialism. He was the founder
member and, after 1946, leader of the National Council for Nigeria and the
Cameroons.

Career Peak

Azikiwe was premier of Eastern Nigeria until the 1959 pre-independence
federal elections, after which his party formed a coalition with the Northern
Peoples’ Congress. On Nigerian independence in 1960 he became governor-
general. He was made president in 1963 and was one of the founders of the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He was deposed by a military coup in Jan.
1966, led by General Aguiyi-Ironsi.

After a second military counter-coup in June 1966 Azikiwe came out of
retirement to support the Biafran cause in the civil war that followed the 1967
declaration of independence by the country’s Eastern Region. However, in
1969 he changed his mind to argue for reunification and set about opposing
the Biafran ruling party until its collapse in 1970.

Later Life

Having published his memoirs in 1970, Azikiwe became chancellor of the
University of Lagos in 1972. In 1978 he founded the Nigerian People’s Party
to fight in the presidential elections of 1979 and 1983. Unsuccessful on both
occasions he retired from politics and died on 11 May 1996 at his home in
Nsukka.

Introduction

José Maria Aznar Lopez was elected prime minister in 1996, representing the
right-wing Partido Popular (PP; formally the Francoist Alianza Popular). He
ended a 14-year rule by the Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol (PSOE) led by
Felipe Gonzéalez Marquez. Aznar’s market-led economic policies and labour
reforms brought increased prosperity, lower unemployment and successful
entry into the single European currency, but he failed to resolve the ongoing
dispute with the Basque nationalists, ETA. He has also faced public unease
over his support of the USA’s aggressive policy towards Iraq. Following
terrorist attacks on Madrid shortly before the elections of March 2004,
Aznar’s PP were unexpectedly voted out of government.

Early Life

Aznar was born on 25 Feb. 1953 in Madrid. His father and grandfather both
held government posts under General Franco. Aznar studied law at the
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, after which he worked as a tax inspec-
tor in Valladolid. He became active in the Francoist Alianza Popular in the
1970s, becoming secretary-general of his local branch in 1979 and deputy of
the Avila region in 1982. After a year as vice-president of the newly created
PP, Aznar was elected party president in 1989. In 1995 Aznar survived a car
bomb attack thought to be perpetrated by ETA.

Continued re-election of the PSOE at the expense of the Alianza Popular
between 1982-96 was largely a consequence of the popular distrust of any
party with Francoist connections. Aznar decided to reinvent the party. With a
new name, he attracted a younger membership and pulled the PP to the centre
of the political scale. His 1996 electoral campaign benefited from emerging
PSOE corruption scandals even though the PSOE’s campaign warned
Aznar’s leadership would threaten health, welfare and trade unions. The PP
claimed 38.2% of votes, narrowly beating the PSOE. Without a majority,
Aznar was forced to seek the backing of the Catalan nationalist Convergencia
i Unio party (Convergence and Union) and the Partido Nacionalista Vasco,
promising regional concessions.

Aznar, José Maria (Spain)

Career Peak

On election Aznar pledged to reduce an unemployment rate of 23% and lower
Spain’s debt using market-based economic reforms. He implemented auster-
ity measures to meet the economic criteria of the Maastricht Treaty. He
continued the PSOE’s privatization policy, selling the steel industry. He
reformed employment laws, which had kept a third of Spaniards on short-
term contracts, and reduced the top level income tax. Aznar’s first term was
economically successful. Unemployment was down to 15% by 2000, the
economy grew by a fifth, Spain qualified for the single currency and its
standing in the EU strengthened. Aznar appointed several independents to
his government, including some from the left, thus easing Spaniards’ fears of
a return to right-wing dictatorship.

In 2000 elections Aznar won a second term and an absolute PP majority
with 183 out of 350 parliamentary seats. His policy focused on encouraging
small- and medium-sized businesses and continuing labour reforms. Compa-
nies were given financial incentives to employ 16-30-year-olds, women
(especially those returning to work after childbirth) and the over-55s.

Despite economic success, the overwhelming issue was combating con-
tinued ETA violence, which had intensified over the 2000 election period. His
initial hardline tactics appeared to be working when ETA announced a
ceasefire in Sept. 1998 but this was revoked 14 months later. 2000 saw
33 people killed by ETA terrorism. A lower vote for Euskal Herritarrok,
ETA’s political coalition, in the May 2001 regional elections did not benefit
the PP since nationalist sentiments remained high. Aznar rejected calls for
multi-party peace talks on the recent Northern Ireland model and calls for a
referendum on Basque separation. He went further in Aug. 2002, when a
reconvened parliament voted 295 to 10 to ban ETA’s political wing, Herri
Batasuna, a move bolstered by a court ruling suspending party activities for
3 years.

On an international level, increasingly sour relations with Morocco came
to a head in July 2002 when Moroccan troops landed on the uninhabited
island of Perejil, 200 metres off the Moroccan coast. Spanish troops quickly
retook the island, but the discord highlighted tensions over Spain’s ownership
of two enclaves on the Moroccan mainland, Ceuta and Melilla. Morocco had
withdrawn its ambassador from Spain in Oct. 2001.

Aznar was criticized for his handling of the Prestige oil spillage off the
coast of Galicia in Nov. 2002. During the preparations for war in Iraq in early
2003, he received further domestic criticism for his support of President
Bush’s policy towards Saddam Hussein. Aznar survived a secret parliamen-
tary ballot by 184 votes to 164 but popular opinion remained largely anti-war.
In May 2003 Spain co-sponsored a draft UN resolution with the US and UK
on Iraq’s post-war future. Having announced his intention to step down before
the March 2004 general elections, his nominated successor and first deputy
prime minister, Mariano Rajoy, was chosen as leader of the PP in Sept. 2003.

On 11 March 2004, Madrid’s rail network was hit by a series of terrorist
attacks that killed 191. Aznar’s government blamed ETA in the aftermath but
evidence soon pointed to a link with North Africa. At the general elections
3 days later, the PP suffered a backlash and were unexpectedly defeated by the
PSOE. Aznar left office on 17 April 2004.

Introduction

Michelle Bachelet began her second term as president on 11 March 2014
following her electoral victory over centre-right opponent Evelyn Matthei in
Dec. 2013. Leading the centre-left Nueva Mayoria (New Majority) coalition,
Bachelet campaigned on a platform of addressing inequality through an
ambitious programme of tax, educational and constitutional reforms.

Early Life

Verénica Michelle Bachelet Jeria was born on 29 Sept. 1951 in Santiago, the
daughter of an air force general and an anthropologist. In 1962 the family
moved to Washington, D.C., in the USA where her father was assigned to the
Chilean embassy. Returning to Chile in 1964, Bachelet attended the Javiera
Carrera Lyceum girls’ school in Santiago. She then studied medicine at the
University of Chile, where she joined the Socialist Youth Movement.
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Bajnai, Gordon (Hungary)

Following the 1973 coup against Salvador Allende’s socialist govern-
ment, her father was arrested for treason and later died in prison. Bachelet and
her mother were arrested in Jan. 1975 and held at the notorious Villa Grimaldi
in Santiago. Released later that month, they fled to Australia and then to East
Germany, where Bachelet continued her medical studies at the Humboldt
University in East Berlin.

Returning to Chile in 1979, Bachelet completed her medical degree at the
University of Chile in 1983, specializing in paediatrics and public health. Asa
result of her family background, she found it hard to find employment but
eventually gained work with various non-governmental organizations help-
ing the children of the tortured and disappeared.

From the mid-1980s she became actively involved with the Socialist Party
(PS). With the re-establishment of democracy in 1990 Bachelet began work-
ing for the health ministry and served as undersecretary of public health
between March 1994 and July 1997. She attended the National Academy of
Strategic and Political Studies in 1996 and the Inter-American Defense
College in Washington, D.C., the following year. A member of the PS central
committee from 1995, Bachelet joined the party’s political committee in 1998
and worked on Ricardo Lagos’ campaign for the presidency in 1999. He
appointed her health minister in March 2000 and in Jan. 2002 she was given
the defence portfolio.

On 15 Jan. 2006 Bachelet won a run-off against Sebastian Pifiera with
53.5% of the vote to become the nation’s first female president. Although her
centre-left Concertacion coalition was popular, it made only modest inroads
into reducing inequality and faced accusations of incompetence, mis-
management of public funds and the slow handling of the aftermath of the
Feb. 2010 earthquake that struck just 11 days before the end of Bachelet’s
term. Nonetheless, she left office with an 84% approval rating.

In April 2010 she established the Fundacion Dialoga think tank and in
Sept. 2010 was appointed to head the newly created UN Women, a body
working for female empowerment. In March 2013 she announced her
resignation, returning to Chile to seek a second presidential term. In the first
round of polling on 17 Nov. 2013 she secured 47% of the vote, forcing a
run-off against Evelyn Matthei. On 15 Dec. 2013 Bachelet received 62% of
the vote and became the first leader since the end of military rule to attain two
terms in office.

Career Peak

On returning to power Bachelet pledged to overhaul the country’s educa-
tional, political and economic structures, many of which date back to Augusto
Pinochet’s administration. She promised free tuition for the poorest 70% of
higher education students and was expected to reform the electoral system
and introduce a new constitution to replace the one drawn up in 1980. During
the first few months of her term, she pursued a range of proposals, particularly
ambitious tax changes (including raising corporate tax rates) and a complex
education reform, with the aim of promoting economic growth and fairness.
However, her approval rating among voters has since dropped sharply in
response to revelations of corruption scandals involving members of her
family. Since the constitution prohibits presidents from serving consecutive
terms, Bachelet was ineligible to stand in the 2018 presidential elections. On
11 March 2018 she was succeeded by Sebastian Pifera of Chile Vamos, who
had previously been president in 2010—14.

Introduction

Tun Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi succeeded Mahathir Mohamad as
prime minister in Oct. 2003. A less abrasive figure than Mahathir, he
espoused moderate Islamic policies and social inclusion. He largely contin-
ued Mahathir’s economic policies, making Malaysia’s economy one of the
most stable in the region, and sought to improve relations with Singapore after
decades of fractiousness between the two countries. Badawi secured another
term in March 2008 but with a much reduced majority. This weak showing led
to his resignation in April 2009.
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Early Life

Badawi was born on 26 Nov. 1939 on the island of Penang. In 1964 he
graduated in Islamic studies from the University of Malaya. Badawi then
entered the civil service, working in the department for public services until
1969 when he moved to the National Operation Council, which held execu-
tive powers after race riots that year. From 1971-73 he served as director
general of the ministry of culture, Youth and Sports and in 1974 was made
deputy secretary general of the department.

Badawi left the civil service in 1978 to pursue his political ambitions,
having joined the United Malays National Organization (UMNO) in 1965.
His father had been a co-founder of the party. He entered parliament as the
member for Kepala Batas and was named parliamentary secretary to the Federal
Territory ministry in the government of Mahathir Mohamad. In 1980 he was
promoted to deputy minister for the department. From 1981-84 he was minister
in the prime minister’s department, then minister of education until 1986,
minister of defence from 1986-87 and minister of foreign affairs from
1991-99. In 1999 he was made deputy prime minister with responsibility for
home affairs, following the sacking and subsequent imprisonment of
Mahathir’s previous deputy, Anwar Ibrahim. Within UMNO, Badawi had
become a member of the party’s supreme council in 1981, and was then
appointed party vice president 3 years later and party deputy president in 1999.

‘When Mahathir resigned after 22 years in power, at the end of Oct. 2003,
Badawi assumed the premiership.

Career Peak

On taking office, Badawi was regarded as a less controversial figure than his
predecessor. With a buoyant Malaysian economy, he announced few major
policy changes. In addition to the premiership and home affairs portfolio (part
of which he gave up in March 2004), Badawi also took control of the finance
ministry.

Having no electoral mandate, Badawi called elections for March 2004.
Though expected to win, many observers believed that the nation’s growing
Islamic fundamentalist parties (the Islamic Party of Malaysia, or PAS, being
the largest) would gain support. The ruling National Front Coalition, of which
UMNO is the main element, went on to win by a landslide, with the PAS
losing power in one of two states it had previously controlled and only
narrowly retaining power in the other. Opposition parties claimed electoral
irregularities but failed to provide evidence. Armed with electoral success and
a large parliamentary majority, Badawi continued to espouse moderate
Islamic politics.

Badawi promised to crack down on the official corruption that blighted
much of Mahathir’s tenure. However, opponents were disappointed when
many of Mahathir’s key officials were retained in Badawi’s first cabinet.
Nevertheless, he deviated from some of the policies of the Mahathir era, for
which he was criticized publicly by his predecessor. In March 2006 he
introduced a new, multi-billion dollar plan with the goal of helping Malaysia
to achieve developed-nation status by 2020. The new plan did not dismantle
the longstanding positive-discrimination scheme for ethnic Malays, but did
switch emphasis from grand infrastructure projects to tackling rural poverty
and promoting education. In the international arena, he pursued closer ties
with neighbouring Singapore, although in April 2006 he abandoned plans for
a new bridge to the island state (a scheme that Mahathir had championed
when in office).

In Nov. 2007, in the largest anti-government protests in almost a decade,
thousands of demonstrators marched in Kuala Lumpur demanding reform of
the electoral system. The elections of March 2008 were marred by allegations
from Badawi’s leading rivals of vote rigging. The National Front Coalition
suffered its worst results since the 1960s. Its share of the parliamentary vote
fell from two-thirds to a little over a half while at the state level it lost control
of five assemblies. Badawi stood down as prime minister on 3 April 2009.

Introduction

Gordon Bajnai took office as prime minister in April 2009, following the
resignation of Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany. A career banker, Bajnai had
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previously served in the ministry of economics and pledged to introduce a raft
of economic reforms. He left office following Fidesz’s landslide victory in the
general election in April 2010.

Early Life

Born on 5 March 1968 in the southern Hungarian town of Szeged, Gyorgy
Gordon Bajnai was raised in Baja. He studied at the Budapest University of
Economic Sciences (now Corvinus University), graduating from the interna-
tional relations department in 1991. He entered the banking sector, working
from 1991-93 at Creditum Financial Consulting Ltd. Following a 1993
internship at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in
London, he joined Eurocorp International Finance Ltd (then under the direc-
torship of Ferenc Gyurcsany).

From 1995-2000 Bajnai was managing director and then deputy chief
executive officer of brokerage firm CA-IB Securities, where he oversaw the
listing of several major companies on the stock exchange. From 2000-05 he
was chief executive officer of Wallis ZRT, a trade and investment group with
extensive holdings. During this period he served as a member of the board of
directors of Graboplast, a flooring firm in which Wallis ZRT acquired a
majority shareholding, and oversaw the liquidation of poultry-producing
company Hajdu-Bet.

Bajnai became president of Budapest Airport Inc. in 2005, when he was
also appointed to the supervisory committee of Zwack Inc. and became a
member of the economic council of Corvinus University. On 1 July 2006
Prime Minister Gyurcsany appointed him head of the National Development
Agency as part of a drive to prepare Hungary for eurozone membership.
Bajnai became local government minister in 2007. In Oct. 2008, after the
Alliance of Free Democrats (SzDSz) left the coalition government in protest
at the slowing of economic reforms, Bajnai’s department was renamed the
ministry for national development and economy.

In March 2009, against a background of political deadlock, Gyurcsany
announced that he would stand down and pass the premiership to the candi-
date with the greatest parliamentary support. On 30 March 2009 Bajnai won
the backing of both the ruling Socialist Party (MSzP) and the SzDSz for his
manifesto of economic reforms that combined cuts in welfare benefits with a
stimulus package for business. Presenting himself as politically independent,
Bajnai promised not to stand for re-election in polling scheduled for April
2010. On 14 April 2009 Gyurcsany initiated a constructive vote of no
confidence and resigned in favour of Bajnai.

Career Peak

Bajnai was sworn in as prime minister on 14 April 2009 with 204 votes in
favour and none against. He emphasized the severity of Hungary’s economic
crisis, predicting that the economy could shrink by up to 6% over the
following year and advocating stringent austerity measures to reverse the
decline. He identified his primary task as crisis management and announced
that his new cabinet was selected on the basis of expertise rather than party
allegiance. His early moves to cut state benefits, restructure taxes and invest in
industry were well received by international markets. However, he faced
severe challenges in winning public acceptance of his welfare reforms,
especially changes to pension and benefit entitlement. He did not contest
the general election of April 2010, having previously announced that he
would not hold office for more than a year. He was succeeded by Viktor
Orban of Fidesz on 29 May 2010.

Introduction

Dr. Bakili Muluzi was president of Malawi from May 1994-May 2004. He
succeeded Dr. Hastings Kamazu Banda, who had ruled Malawi in an increas-
ingly autocratic fashion since independence. A former protegé of Banda,
Muluzi emerged as leader of the southern-dominated United Democratic
Front in the country’s first multi-party elections. Internationally respected
for avoiding the dictatorial mistakes of his predecessor and many of his
neighbours, Muluzi struggled to improve the living standards of one of
Africa’s poorest nations. Persuaded not to seek a constitutional amendment,

Bakili Muluzi, Elson (Malawi)

Muluzi stepped down after two terms on the election of his named successor,
Bingu wa Mutharika.
A Muslim, Muluzi has two wives (one separated) and seven children.

Early Life

Elson Bakili Muluzi was born on 17 March 1943 in Machinga, Southern
Province, the son of Chiutula Muluzi and Salile Abiti Sumani. Educated at
Malosa Secondary School, Machinga District, Muluzi continued his educa-
tion in Europe at the Bolton College of Education, England and the Thisted
College of Further Education in Denmark. In 1973 he was appointed principal
of Nasawa Technical College in Chiradzulu District, near Blantyre.

Entering politics in 1975, Muluzi was elected to the National Assembly as
member for Machinga. The following year he joined the cabinet as junior
minister for youth and culture, soon rising to education minister and minister
without portfolio. Muluzi’s influence was recognized when he became
secretary-general of the sole legal party, the Malawi Congress Party (MCP).
In 1981 he was abruptly demoted to minister of transport and communica-
tions by President Hastings Banda. Muluzi resigned from the government and
left politics in 1982, turning his attention to business. His success brought him
positions at the Road Transport Association and the Malawi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. Involvement with the underground political oppo-
sition led him to found the United Democratic Party in 1992. Calls, led by
rights campaigner Chakufwa Chihana, for an end to the one-party state
brought legalization of political parties in 1993 after a national referendum.
In multi-party elections in May 1994 Muluzi’s renamed United Democratic
Front (UDF) took 85 out of 177 seats in the National Assembly. Banda’s MCP
won 56 seats and the Alliance for Democracy (AFORD) took 36 seats.
Muluzi defeated Banda and two other opponents in presidential elections,
gaining 47% of the vote.

Career Peak

Tortuous negotiations between the three elected parties resulted in a coalition
between Muluzi’s UDF and AFORD. Chihana accepted Muluzi’s offer of a
new position—second vice-president—despite objections in the National
Assembly and the press to this disregard of the constitution. Muluzi gave
Justin Malewezi, a Banda loyalist, the vice-presidency.

Ethnic, linguistic and social divisions dominated the 1994 and 1999
elections. Each of the major parties had clear geographic constituencies: the
UDEF’s heartland was the populous Southern Region, where Muluzi held
strong support from Muslims and the Yao, his ethnic group; AFORD
represented the well-educated, less populated north while the MCP controlled
the Chewa-dominated Central Region, Banda’s birthplace.

Muluzi placed Banda under house arrest in 1995 on suspicion of orga-
nizing the murder of four ministers in 1993. A corruption case against the
ex-president was cut short by his ill-health and death in 1997. Muluzi altered
his attitude towards Banda, declaring a week of national mourning and giving
him a state funeral.

Malawi’s relations with her international creditors had been strained
under Banda. In 1998 the International Monetary Fund (IMF) praised
Muluzi’s government for its economic reform programme and approved a
US$27 m. loan. Concerns over corruption and fraud prompted criticism from
the British government in Oct. 2000. Muluzi responded by sacking three
senior ministers including Cassim Chilumpha, the education minister, after a
damning report from the Public Accounts Committee. The report particularly
condemned corrupt and wasteful contracts agreed by the education ministry.

The UDF narrowly missed an outright majority in the 1999 parliamentary
elections, though Muluzi defeated Gwanda Chakuamba, the MCP/AFORD
candidate. Violent opposition to the result focused on accusations of failure to
register tens of thousands of voters in the MCP and AFORD heartlands in the
centre and north, though international observers supported the result. Refus-
ing to accept the result, Chakuamba had expected to win by running with the
popular Chihana, whose reformist party lost seats through its alliance with the
party of the old order. In 2000 Chakuamba was suspended for a year from the
National Assembly for disrespect towards the president and for boycotting
sittings.

In 2002 Malawi suffered its worse famine for 50 years; three-quarters of
the population faced starvation. The government’s reluctance to admit the
scale of the problem delayed foreign aid. In July 2002 Italy and Germany
announced debt relief measures totalling US$500,000 despite the IMF sus-
pension of loans over allegations of corruption and bad management. In
Dec. Muluzi negotiated a US$50 m. loan from the World Bank, pledging to
cut costs and continue efforts to expunge corruption in government.
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Fears that Muluzi would attempt to amend the constitution to allow him to
seek a third term provoked violent clashes between opposition and UDF
supporters in June 2002. Religious leaders, both Christian and Muslim,
were particularly prominent in advising the president not to follow the path
of his predecessor, who declared himself ‘president for life’ in 1972. In April
2003 he announced that he would step down as president and endorsed Bingu
wa Mutharika, his economic planning minister. Support for Mutharika, who
performed badly in the 1999 presidential election, was bolstered by a major
cabinet reshuffle that excluded several opposition members, including
Chihana.

The turn in Malawi’s economic fortunes was marked by Muluzi’s
approval of the resumption of maize exports in July 2003. Economic
improvements ended problems with the IMF, which agreed a US$9.2 m.
loan and short-term assistance. The IMF decision encouraged European
donors to resume aid programmes halted in 2001.

In Aug. 2003 several prominent UDF members split from the party,
forming the National Democratic Alliance. However, the speaker of the
National Assembly expelled the rebels, including former education minister
Brown Mpinganjira, for quitting the party for which they had been elected.
Vice-President Justin Malewezi defected to the People’s Progressive Move-
ment in Jan. 2004 but Muluzi was barred from sacking him without
impeachment.

The run-up to elections in May 2004 was dominated by the opposition’s
failure to select a joint candidate. AIDS, previously a taboo subject, was an
important campaign issue after Muluzi announced that his brother had died of
an AIDS-related condition. Muluzi clashed with the EU election observers,
threatening to deport them for bias and interference. The observers claimed
serious flaws in the election that gave the UDF’s Mutharika 35% of the vote,
defeating John Tembo, with 27%, and Gwanda Chakuamba, with 26%. Both
Tembo and Chakuamba rejected the result, demanding a recount. Neverthe-
less, Mutharika was installed as president on 24 May 2004.

Introduction

A lawyer and writer, Joaquin Balaguer served as president from 1960-62,
196678 and 1986-96. Over seven terms, he outlasted all of his Latin
American contemporaries with the exception of Fidel Castro.

Early Life

Joaquin Antonio Balaguer Ricardo was born on 1 Sept. 1906 in the northern
town of Navarette. He studied law at the University of Santo Domingo, later
gaining a PhD from the University of Paris. Following a short stint as a
journalist, he moved into politics in 1930 when he was appointed Attorney
General in the Court of Properties.

Balaguer held numerous posts during the dictatorship of Gen. Rafael
Leonides Trujilio, including undersecretary of foreign relations (1937), sec-
retary of education (1949-55) and secretary of state of foreign relations
(1953-56). In 1957 he became vice-president and when Gen. Trujilio’s
brother, Héctor, resigned his nominal role as president in 1960, Balaguer
was sworn in as his successor.

Career Peak

Initially, Balguer was the puppet of the dictator, lacking little power in his
own right. However, following Rafael Trujilio’s assassination in 1961,
Belaguer adopted a more independent stance. His attempted reforms, though,
met with opposition from both hard-line Trujillistas and liberal reformers,
who deemed his proposals too weak. Balaguer held power until a military
coup in 1962 forced him into exile in New York and then Puerto Rico.

US intervention in 1965 ended the Dominican Republic’s brief civil war
and the following year Balaguer returned to run in the presidential election
against Juan Bosch. The US president, Lyndon B. Johnson, supported
Balaguer as a champion against communism. Balaguer duly won at the
polls, securing re-election in 1970 and 1974. In these elections, the
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Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), the only viable opposition party,
boycotted proceedings. Balaguer’s 12 years in power from 1966 were marked
by repression, though his tenure was considered less brutal than that of
Trujilio.

Public work schemes, foreign investment, foreign borrowing and tourism
all contributed to economic expansion. However, prosperity proved short
lived. By the late 1970s growth had slowed and the country faced rising
inflation and unemployment.

At the 1978 presidential election, Balaguer was defeated by Antonio
Guzman Fernandez of the PRD and 4 years later he lost out to Salvador
Jorge Blanco. However, Balaguer won a new term of office in 1986, aged 80.
Blind, practically deaf and with his health in decline, his third presidency was
marked by greater tolerance of opposition and an improved human rights
record. He narrowly won re-election in 1990. Two years later, work was
completed on his most visible legacy, the vast concrete Colombus Lighthouse
to commemorate the landing of Columbus in Hispaniola in 1492. The con-
troversial 10-storey edifice cost US$250m. at a time when the country faced
25% unemployment.

In 1994 Balaguer again won re-election amid charges of electoral fraud.
Under international pressure, he agreed to stand down and schedule a new
election in 1996.

Later Life

As a frail 92-year-old, he contested an eighth presidential term in 2000 but
could secure only third place. On 14 July 2002 Balaguer died of heart failure
in Santo Domingo.

Introduction

Jan Peter Balkenende, head of the Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA),
succeeded Wim Kok as Dutch prime minister following the elections of
May 2002. He briefly led a right-of-centre coalition which included the
People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) and List Pim Fortuyn
(LPF) until Oct. 2002, when LPF in-fighting forced the collapse of the
government. Balkenende then led the CDA to victory at the elections of
Jan. 2003 and formed a new coalition with the VVD and Democrats ‘66
(D66). Following the Nov. 2006 elections, in which the CDA was again
returned as the largest party but lost ground, Balkenende remained prime
minister as he formed a new coalition government. He was succeeded by
Mark Rutte in Oct. 2010.

Early Life

Balkenende was born on 7 May 1956 in Kapelle. He graduated in history and
law from the Amsterdam Free University. Between 1982 and 1984 he was a
legal affairs policy officer for the Netherlands Universities Council before
joining the policy institute of the CDA, where he stayed until 1998. Between
1993 and 2002 he held a professorship of Christian social thought on society
and economics at the Amsterdam Free University. An alderman for
Amstelveen, he won a parliamentary seat at the elections of 1998.

When Jaap de Hoop Scheffer resigned the party leadership in late 2001
there was a divisive contest to replace him. Balkenende came under fire for his
lack of experience and perceived weak leadership skills, but eventually
emerged victorious. In the build-up to the 2002 elections he refused to rule
out a coalition with any party, including List Pim Fortuyn, although he
distanced himself from some of its extremist policies.

Career Peak

Following the May 2002 elections Balkenende headed a coalition of the
CDA, LPF and VVD. His cabinet was sworn in 9 weeks later. He pledged
to tighten up immigration policy, reduce taxes and reduce the number of
people receiving disability benefits. In addition, he sought a review of the
Netherlands’ liberal drugs and euthanasia legislation. However, his govern-
ment was plagued by the instability of the LPF, whose leader, Mat Herben,
resigned in Aug. 2002. LPF in-fighting was caused by a personality clash
between two of its ministers, Eduard Bomhoff and Herman Heinsbroek, both
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of whom resigned in Oct. 2002. The CDA and VVD were unable to continue
alone and the government resigned on 21 Oct. 2002. Balkenende agreed to
remain in place in a caretaker capacity until new elections.

At elections to the Second Chamber in Jan. 2003, the CDA took 44 seats,
two ahead of the Labour Party (PvdA). In May 2003, after months of
negotiations, Balkenende was sworn in as head of a coalition government
comprising the CDA, VVD and D66. His government’s policies proved
unpopular. In Oct. 2004 more than 200,000 people turned out in Amsterdam
to protest against public spending cuts and welfare reform, and in June 2005
the electorate voted decisively against the proposed new European Union
constitution in a national referendum.

In July 2006 Balkenende formed a temporary minority administration
pending fresh elections. This resulted from the collapse of the previous
coalition on the withdrawal of D66 in a row over immigration (a highly-
charged issue in Dutch politics). The CDA lost support in the elections in
Nov. 2006 but remained the largest parliamentary party with 41 seats.
Balkenende eventually formed a new three-party centrist coalition in Feb.
2007. His government eased immigration legislation in 2007 and increased
public spending on health care and education.

In Sept. 2008, as crisis in the credit system spread through continental
Europe, the governments of the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg
partly nationalized Fortis, a large regional retail bank, amid uncertainty
about its financial stability.

The CDA remained the largest Dutch party in the June 2009 polling for
the European Parliament, taking five of 25 seats allocated to the Netherlands,
but conceded electoral ground to the far-right Party for Freedom (PVV),
which won four seats. However, Balkenende’s preparations for the general
election of June 2010 suffered a setback in Feb. 2010 when the PvdA left his
coalition, causing the collapse of the cabinet. He remained in office as
caretaker prime minister. After a disappointing result for the CDA in June’s
parliamentary elections Balkenende stood down as leader and renounced his
seat. He remained in office until 14 Oct. when VVD leader Mark Rutte
succeeded him.

Introduction

Dr Hastings Kamazu Banda was Malawi’s (formerly Nyasaland’s) leader
from 1963 until 1994. Instrumental in Nyasaland’s nationalist struggle, he
became Prime Minister in 1963 following the collapse of the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. As President after 1965, he was known for his
autocratic and often despotic rule, though his economic policies were con-
servative, and his willingness to work with white partners internationally
made him unpopular with many fellow African leaders.

Early Life

Hastings Kamazu Banda claimed to have been born on 14 May 1906 in
Kasungu in Malawi (then the British Central Africa Protectorate). However,
it is now generally accepted that he was born in 1899. His early education was
in a Church of Scotland missionary school. In his early teens he travelled to
South Africa, working as an interpreter for a Rand goldmining company and
in 1923 he moved to the US. He took a degree in history and political science
at the University of Chicago before studying medicine at an all-black univer-
sity and moving to Edinburgh, Scotland in 1941 to continue his education. He
remained in Britain throughout the 1940s and worked as a general practitioner
until 1953, but he retained political links with Nyasaland.

The Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland which came into being in
1953 was regarded by Banda and his allies as an unacceptable extension of
white dominance. In the same year he moved to Ghana but, after prompting
from associates, he returned to Nyasaland to be met by around 12,000
supporters at the airport. He became President of the Nyasaland African
Congress (which evolved into the Malawi Congress Party in 1960). In
March the following year, with tensions rising and a state of emergency
called, he was arrested by the British authorities and imprisoned in
Southern Rhodesia after unsubstantiated charges were made linking him to
a murder plot.

Banda, Hastings (Malawi)

He was released in 1960 and negotiated with the colonial powers for
constitutional amendments which increased African representation in the
Nyasaland Legislative Assembly. Between 1961 and 1963 he served as
Minister of Natural Resources and Local Government.

Career Peak

He then became prime minister and in 1964 Nyasaland was granted indepen-
dence and changed its name to Malawi. An immediate conflict with the
younger and more radical section of his party erupted and led to a number
of sackings and ministerial resignations. A rebellion led by two former
ministers was quashed the following year and in 1966 Malawi became a
republic with Banda as its President. Six years later the office was made his
for life.

The Malawi Banda inherited had certain severe disadvantages, including
a scarcity of mineral resources, a failing agriculture system, large debts, weak
infrastructure and an unevolved education system. His policies tended to be
conservative and pragmatic in nature, and did bear fruit in the early years of
his rule, with GDP growing consistently until the late 1970s. However, his
autocratic style of rule was unpopular with many of his colleagues and he
displayed some of the worst excesses of any of the African dictators. Malawi
was a one-party state and though elections were ostensibly democratic, all
candidates had to be approved by Banda. Political opponents were routinely
dismissed from their positions or jailed, and torture and murder became an
accepted part of the political agenda.

In terms of foreign policy, he was out of favour with many other African
rulers, including Presidents Kaunda of Zambia and Nyerere of Tanzania.
They felt that the economic progress he made was at the expense of the
Africanization of social institutions within the country and there was consid-
erable outrage at his willingness to improve ties with, and accept economic
assistance from, the apartheid regime in South Africa and the Portuguese
authorities in Mozambique. From 1977 onwards the economy also started to
decline, principally due to the world-wide oil crisis and a succession of
droughts.

In Oct. 1992 pro-democracy demonstrations led to the deaths of over
40 people and the West ceased to provide Banda with aid. Against this
background he agreed to a referendum to decide if a multi-party system
should be introduced. An overwhelming majority of the nation believed
that it should and in 1994, in the first free elections since 1991, Banda and
his party were ousted from power. A new president, Bakili Muluzi, was
installed.

Later Life

The following year Banda was placed under house arrest in connection with
the deaths of four ministers in 1983 who were discovered to have been
clubbed to death by police. Banda was acquitted in 1996 before apologizing
nationally for any atrocities that had occurred under his rule. He retired from
politics in July 1997 and, after a corruption case against him was dismissed
due to his failing health, he died on 25 Nov. 1997 in Johannesburg, South
Africa. He was accompanied by his long time ‘official hostess’, Cecilia
Kadzamira.

Introduction

Joyce Banda was sworn in as president in April 2012 following the death of
President Bingu wa Mutharika. A lifelong campaigner for women’s rights,
Banda was the first female president of Malawi and only the second female
president of any African state. She is the leader of the People’s Party, which
she formed in 2011 after a dispute with Mutharika that saw her expelled from
the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

Early Life

Joyce Banda was born in Malawi’s Zomba District on 12 April 1950. In 1975
she left her abusive husband, who worked at Malawi’s embassy in Nairobi,
Kenya. Her decision, she said later, was inspired by a Kenyan women’s
movement.
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Banda secured her financial independence by establishing a clothing
manufacturing business, the first of several enterprises she set up. In 1990
she founded the National Association of Business Women, a non-
governmental group aimed at improving the prospects of small, female-led
businesses. In 1997 she set up the Joyce Banda Foundation, focusing on
education.

She entered politics in 1999 as the member of parliament for the Zomba-
Malosa constituency, serving under President Bakili Muluzi as minister of
gender and community services. She was re-elected to parliament in 2004 but
left the defeated United Democratic Front to join the DPP, the party of new
president Bingu wa Mutharika. Banda was named foreign minister on 1 June
2006. During her time in the role she severed ties with Taiwan in favour of
closer relations with the government in Beijing, paving the way for commu-
nist Chinese investment in Malawi’s infrastructure.

In 2009 Mutharika selected Banda as his running mate in his bid for
re-election, seeking to take advantage of her popularity in rural areas. How-
ever, once elected, Mutharika moved to isolate Banda, who had refused to
support the planned succession to the presidency of Mutharika’s brother.
Having been ousted from the DPP, Banda established her own People’s
Party in 2011. She refused to relinquish the vice-presidency, and Mutharika
lacked the constitutional powers to remove her.

Mutharika’s sudden death from a heart attack on 5 April 2012 threatened a
prolonged power struggle but after 2 days of political jockeying, constitu-
tional procedure prevailed and Banda was sworn into office on 7 April.

Career Peak

Within days of becoming president Banda dismissed the chief of police, Peter
Mukhito, who had been accused of mishandling anti-government riots in
2011 in which at least 19 people were killed. She replaced him with Lot
Dzonzi, a human rights supporter. She also acted quickly to remove the
minister of information, Patricia Kaliati, who had attempted to block Banda’s
accession after the death of Mutharika. In May 2012 she oversaw a currency
devaluation to comply with International Monetary Fund conditions for a
restoration of external funding. However, the move triggered steep increases
in the prices of basic goods and in Jan. 2013 there were demonstrations
against her government over rising inflation and economic austerity. In
March 2013 several senior political figures were accused of having tried to
prevent Banda’s presidential succession following Mutharika’s death and
were charged with treason. Then, in Oct. Banda dissolved her cabinet amid
allegations of high-level corruption in government and appointed a new
administration.

A long-standing border dispute with Tanzania was exacerbated when
Malawi awarded a licence for oil exploration in Lake Malawi. The dispute
remained unresolved by early 2014.

Banda’s term in office ended on 31 May 2014 after she lost presidential
elections to DPP candidate Peter Mutharika. Despite initially alleging elec-
toral fraud, Banda backtracked on her demands for a re-election and handed
power to Mutharika.

Introduction

Rupiah Banda became president on 2 Nov. 2008 after winning the general
election following the death of the incumbent Levy Mwanawasa. A career
diplomat, the centrist Banda was a leading figure in Kenneth Kaunda’s
Marxist regime before joining the ruling Movement for Multi-Party Democ-
racy in 2002.

Early Life

Rupiah Banda was born on 19 Feb. 1937 in Gwanda, then in British-ruled
Southern Rhodesia, to parents originally from Northern Rhodesia. He was
educated at Munali Secondary School in Lusaka from 1954-58, where he
joined the youth wing of the United National Independence Party (UNIP),
headed by Kenneth Kaunda. Banda studied economics at the University of
Ethiopia in Addis Ababa and then at Sweden’s Lund University from 1960.
While there, he served as UNIP’s representative in northern Europe,
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organising scholarships for several other Africans who would later play a
role in their countries’ independence movements. Returning to Lusaka in
newly independent Zambia in 1964, Banda enrolled at the National Institute
for Public Affairs, which presaged a diplomatic career. Postings to Egypt
(1965—67) and the USA (1967-69) followed.

Banda was a manager at the Rural Development Corporation and
National Agricultural Marketing Board in the early 1970s. He also developed
business interests, taking stakes in engineering firms linked to the copper
mines that formed the backbone of the steadily growing economy. Returning
to the international stage, Banda became Zambia’s permanent representative
to the United Nations in New York in 1974. He was chairman on the UN
Council for Namibia, set up to steer South West Africa towards liberation
from South Africa. The following year he was appointed the minister of
foreign affairs in Kaunda’s UNIP government (UNIP being the only legal
party after Kaunda signed a constitutional amendment in Dec. 1972). Much of
his work involved attempts to bring peace to Angola and to improve relations
between the ‘frontline states’ (Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Swaziland, Tanzania and Zambia) and South Africa.

Elected as an MP for the Munali constituency south of Lusaka in
Dec. 1978, Banda’s early parliamentary careers coincided with a collapse in
copper prices that brought serious economic decline and growing opposition
to Kaunda’s regime. Banda lost his seat in the 1983 election and subsequently
worked as a civil servant in Lusaka’s civic authority, before being appointed
minister of state for mines. Banda recaptured his parliamentary seat in 1988
but his party was beset by deteriorating economic conditions, corruption
scandals and mismanagement. When multi-party democracy returned to
Zambia following a referendum in Aug. 1991, the Movement for Multi-
Party Democracy (MMD) brought an end to the Kaunda era. Having lost
his seat to an MMD candidate, Ronald Penza, in the Oct. 1991 general
election, Banda resumed his business interests.

He left the UNIP in 2000 and 2 years later joined the MMD, whose leader,
Dr Mwanawasa, displayed an openness towards former opposition MPs.
Banda helped galvanize support for the MMD in the east of the country and
was rewarded with the position of vice president after the MMD victory at the
Sept. 2006 general election. Following President Mwanawasa’s death in Aug.
2008, Banda became acting president and stood as the MMD’s candidate in
the presidential election of 30 Oct. Initial results showed Banda’s main
challenger, Michael Sata of the Patriotic Front (PF), in the lead but as votes
from rural areas were counted, Banda closed the gap. Final results on 2 Nov.
2008 showed Banda with 40% of the vote against 38% for Sata. The PF
alleged vote rigging and refused to recognize Banda’s victory, with Sata’s
supporters rioting in Lusaka and Kitwe.

Career Peak

Banda pledged to continue his predecessor’s pro-business policies and anti-
corruption efforts, as well as address the country’s widespread poverty. He
urged the opposition to set aside divisions after the closely fought election. He
faced growing unrest in 2009 as the global economic downturn brought down
the price of Zambia’s main export commodities and led to job cuts. In
presidential elections held in Sept. 2011 Banda lost to the opposition leader
Michael Sata and he accordingly succeeded Banda as president.

Introduction

Sirimavo Bandaranaike served as prime minister of Sri Lanka between
1960-65, 1970-77 and 1994-2000. She was the world’s first female prime
minister. Her entry into politics followed the assassination of her husband,
Prime Minister S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike in 1956, when she took control of
the Sri Lankan Freedom Party. Bandaranaike’s tenures were marked by
controversy; despite a declared leaning towards a socialist agenda, her
aggressive promotion of Sinhalese nationalism was criticized for exacerbat-
ing ethnic tensions between the majority Sinhalese and the minority Tamils.
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Early Life

Sirimavo Ratwatte was born to a wealthy landowning family in British
colonial Ceylon on 17 April 1916. Educated at St Bridget’s, a Roman
Catholic convent in Colombo, she married Solomon Bandaranaike in 1940.
Her husband founded the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and both
converted from Christianity to Buddhism, the dominant Sinhalese religion.
As a Sinhalese Buddhist, Bandaranaike promised to put an end to the privi-
leges the Tamils were seen to enjoy under British rule. Ceylon became an
independent state in 1948.

In Sept. 1959, 3 years after he was elected prime minister, S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was assassinated by a Buddhist monk. Threatened with the
disintegration of the SLFP, Sirimavo Bandaranaike was called upon to suc-
ceed her husband as leader. In the 1960 elections ‘the weeping widow’ led the
party to victory, while on 20 July Bandaranaike became the first woman to
serve as prime minister.

Career Peak

Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s policies aggravated the fundamental cultural and
religious divisions between the Sinhalese and the Tamil population; the latter
had already been alienated by her husband’s decision to adopt Sinhalese as the
official language. She continued the programme of commercial nationaliza-
tion, instigated by her husband, and gave priority to the Sinhalese for places in
universities, the government and the civil service. Tamils were replaced as
heads of nationalized industries and Sinhalese were placed in control of the
tea estates. Following the Tamil-based campaign of civil disobedience, in
defiance of her husband’s ‘sinhala Only’ strategy, Bandaranaike was forced to
declare a state of emergency. She was supported by Felix Dias Bandaranaike,
her nephew and minister of finance and justice, who famously called for ‘a
little bit of totalitarianism’. The Tamils responded with separatist demands.

By 1965 the coalition government formed to relieve the country’s political
and economic pressures had proved ineffective. Bandaranaike’s first term
ended with the victory of the opposition, the United National Party, in the
March 1965 elections.

When Bandaranaike re-assumed power with a left-wing coalition (the
United Front) in 1970, her measures to ensure stability were no less uncom-
promising. These measures and external factors led to mounting inflation,
higher oil prices and unemployment, culminating in a student and activist-led
rebellion that was brutally suppressed in 1971. Emergency law was rein-
stated, and remained until 1976.

1972 marked the creation of a new constitution. Ceylon became Sri Lanka
and was declared a republic. The predominantly Hindu Tamil minority was
further provoked when Buddhism was declared the state religion, and Sinhala
the exclusive state language. Worsening economic conditions led to a general
strike in 1976, again put down by the government; in the same year the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a militant separatist movement, was
formed. Defeated in the general elections of 1977, Bandaranaike was expelled
from parliament 3 years later. Accused of abusing her rights as prime minister,
she was denied her civil rights and banned from office for 6 years.

Later Life

Bandaranaike attempted to re-enter politics in the 1980s but her campaign for
the presidency in 1988 was unsuccessful. In 1994 her daughter, Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, was elected president and appointed her mother
prime minister. The role of prime minister, however, had been rendered
largely ceremonial by an amendment to the structure of government. Citing
ill health, Bandaranaike stepped down in 2000. On the 10 Oct. 2000, hours
after casting her vote in the country’s general elections, Bandaranaike suf-
fered a fatal heart attack. She was survived by three children, including
President Kumaratunga and UNP opposition leader Anura Bandaranaike.

Introduction

President between 1997-2001, Hugo Banzer Suarez represented the Accion
Democratica Nacional (ADN), of which he was co-founder. From 1971-78
he led Bolivia as a military dictatorship before being ousted in a coup. During

Banzer Suérez, Hugo (Bolivia)

his last term, Banzer faced the challenge of remedying Bolivia’s precarious
economic situation and widespread poverty. He also attempted to eradicate
the illegal, if traditional, production of coca, the basis of cocaine. In Aug.
2001 ill health forced him to hand over power to his vice president and fellow
ADN member, Jorge Fernando Quiroga Ramirez.

Early Life

Banzer was born on 10 May 1926 in the eastern town of Concepcion. He
trained at the Colegio Militar de Ejérjito, before finishing his studies in
Argentina as a Bolivian army representative. He pursued a successful army
career rising to the post of general. Banzer’s political career began in the
education ministry in which he served from 1964-66 under the regime of
Co-president Generals René Barrientos Ortufio and General Alfredo Ovando
Candia.

Career Peak

The cycle of coup and counter coup in Bolivian politics was continued by
Banzer when in 1971 he deposed the socialist army general, Juan Jose Torres,
and established himself as leader of a right-wing military regime. He
implemented successful economic policies, including public sector invest-
ment, which produced a strong economy with low inflation. The success was
short lived and the consequent fall out in the early 1980s brought hyperinfla-
tion and large public debt. At the beginning of his rule, Banzer pledged to
restore democracy with constitutional elections. However, following an
attempted coup in 1974, he cancelled elections and banned all political
activity. A strict regime was enforced in which many were imprisoned or
pushed into exile. He neutralized the influence of the trade unions, which
were powerful under the Marxist regime of Torres. In 1978 Banzer was, in
turn, deposed by General Juan Pereda Asbun.

The following year Banzer reinvented himself in order to run for the
presidency. He disassociated himself from his image as a military dictator,
creating the ADN as a vehicle for election. The party pledged to lead Bolivia
into democracy. In the 1979 elections Banzer came third with 14% of votes. In
1980 this increased to 16.9%. In 1981 Banzer was arrested for his part in
plotting a coup. He returned to fight his third democratic election in 1985
receiving 28.6% of votes. Despite gaining the highest amount of votes,
without a majority Banzer was pitted against the second place centre-left
former president Victor Paz Estenssoro. Parliament chose the latter.

For his fourth attempt in 1989, the ADN joined forces with the Partido
Democrata Cristiano, choosing Banzer as the coalition’s candidate. He came
second behind his rival, the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario (MNR)
candidate Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada. Fearing the latter would be chosen in
a head-to-head, Banzer withdrew from the race. The coalition placed its
support behind Jaime Paz Zamora, the third place candidate of the
Movimiento Izquierda Revolucionaria (Movement of Revolutionary Left).
Under Paz’s presidency, Banzer was in charge of government policy as head
of the Consejo del Gobierno de Unidad y Convergencia (Political Council of
Convergence and National Unity). He also controlled senior appointments in
the armed forces and the public sector.

Following an unsuccessful fifth attempt at the presidency in 1993, Banzer
resigned as ADN leader, only to re-emerge in 1995. In 1997 he was finally
preferred by parliament over the second place MNR candidate, Juan Carlos
Duran Saucedo. On election Banzer promised better jobs and services and an
end to the privatization schemes of his predecessor that had caused public
discontent. The successful privatization of oil and gas companies had failed to
provide increased employment or benefit the majority indigenous population
living in poverty. Banzer had courted indigenous support by promising large
investments. His major policy, though, was the US-supported eradication of
coca production. A centuries-old crop traditionally cultivated for religious
ceremonies and later to sustain workers in difficult conditions in the Andes,
coca production increased dramatically in the 1970s to feed the booming
illegal drug industry. At its height, around a third of Bolivians were financially
dependent on its production and the trade generated millions of dollars for the
black economy. Eradication programmes destroyed 40,000 ha in the Chapare
region leaving many farmers destitute. Replacement schemes promoting
banana and pineapple farming failed to provide enough jobs or revenue to
compensate. Plans to cut into the 12,000 ha of legal coca crops in the Yungas
highland caused protests. UN investment in alternative schemes has also
failed owing to the near impossible farming terrain.

By 1999 Banzer’s promises were still unfulfilled and the rate of economic
growth had fallen. Anger with increased water charges (for a new reservoir),
coupled with general economic misery, provoked widespread protests, strikes
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and roadblocks in April 2000. Violence ensued and Banzer announced a state
of emergency. A police strike forced Banzer to grant wage increases to
contain the protests. Social unrest continued over the following year. Farmers,
coca growers, public sector workers and the unemployed united against rising
unemployment and falling incomes brought on by falling economic growth.
Meanwhile, Banzer’s anti-poverty policy was languishing in congress
awaiting authorization.

In July 2001 Banzer was diagnosed with cancer and in Aug. he resigned,
appointing his vice president and fellow ADN member Quiroga to see out the
rest of his term. Born on 5 May 1960 in Cochabamba, Quiroga studied
industrial engineering and then business management in Texas. As well as
working for various companies in the private sector, Quiroga built up a
respectable political CV. He worked under Paz as finance minister among
other positions. In 1993 he was the ADN’s campaign manager before becom-
ing its vice president. He was appointed Bolivia’s vice president on Banzer’s
election.

Quiroga was left with a difficult economic and political situation. Yet,
many saw his appointment as an opportunity for change. On his inauguration,
Quiroga pledged to concentrate his efforts on fighting poverty and resolving
the faltering economy by seeking foreign investment. But four earlier
schemes to reactivate the economy while Quiroga was vice president failed.
He also promised to eradicate corruption and nepotism in politics. But his
year in power offered little time to make much impact.

Later Life

Banzer’s illness persisted and in March 2002 he formally resigned as ADN
leader. He died on 5 May 2002.

Introduction

Ehud Barak served as prime minister between 1999 and 2001, having held
high rank in the army. His unsuccessful efforts to negotiate a truce with
Palestine led to his resignation as premier but he remained head of the Labour
Party until leaving to form his own party in 2011. Since 2007 he has served as
minister of defence.

Early Life

Ehud Barak was born Ehud Brog in 1942 in Kibbutz Mishmar Hasharon in
the former British mandate of Palestine. The eldest child of East European
immigrant parents, he was drafted into the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) at the
age of 17 and changed his name to Barak (‘lightning’ in Hebrew). A member
of the elite, top-secret special forces unit, Sayeret Matkal, he took part in
intelligence gathering and counter-terrorism operations and, by 1971, was
unit commander. During his tenure he led several high-profile, hostage-
freeing missions, including Operation Isotope in 1972 and Operation Entebbe
in 1976, which were credited with leading to the break-up of the Palestinian
militant group, Black September. However, Sayeret Matkal faced criticism
for the assassinations of Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) targets in a
raid in Lebanon in 1973 led by Barak.

Alongside his military career, he graduated from the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem in 1968 in physics and mathematics, before completing a
master’s in engineering and economics at Stanford, California in 1978. In
1982 he was appointed head of the planning branch of the IDF and a year
later, head of the intelligence branch. By 1986 he was commander of IDF
central command and in May 1987 was promoted to deputy chief-of staff. He
assumed overall command of the IDF in April 1991 as chief of general staff,
remaining in the position until 1995.

In July 1995 Barak entered politics as interior minister in the Labour
government of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. He subsequently served as
foreign minister under Rabin’s successor, Shimon Peres, until June 1996,
when the latter was replaced by Likud’s Binyamin Netanyahu. Despite
Labour’s defeat at the polls, Barak won his parliamentary seat and replaced
Peres as party chairman in 1997. At the May 1999 elections, he defeated
Netanyahu to become prime minister, heading his One Israel centre-left
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coalition with the Meimad and Gesher parties. He was sworn in as prime
minister and minister of defence on 6 July.

Career Peak

With One Israel having only won 26 of 120 seats in parliament, Barak was
forced to extend the coalition into an unwieldy multi-party alliance that
combined secular and religious parties. In May 2000 he withdrew Israeli
troops from southern Lebanon and began peace talks with the PLO which
culminated in the Middle East Peace Summit at Camp David in July 2000
with Yasser Arafat and Bill Clinton. However, attempts to negotiate a ‘final
status settlement’ proved fruitless with both sides unwilling to compromise
on key issues. The outbreak of the Second Intifada in Sept. 2000 and
Israeli-Arab riots in Oct. further damaged Barak’s credibility as leader.
With his coalition destabilized by the withdrawal of several parties, he
resigned in Feb. 2001 and lost prime ministerial elections to Likud leader
Ariel Sharon.

Later Life

Having made a foray into business in 1995, Barak became a consultant in the
USA for various security-related firms and established himself as a public
speaker. In 2004, he re-entered politics to campaign for the Labour party
leadership although when it emerged he lacked the support to win, he
renounced his bid in favour of Shimon Peres. During his second attempt to
regain the leadership in May 2007 he admitted that inexperience had caused
him to make mistakes as prime minister. He won a second round run-off to
defeat Ami Ayalon and shortly afterwards replaced previous Labour leader
Amir Peretz as defence minister in Ehud Olmert’s cabinet.

After Labour’s poor performance at the 2009 elections in which they won
only 13 seats, Barak faced opposition from his own party for entering into
coalition with Likud but kept his position as defence minister in Binyamin
Netanyahu’s new administration.

In May 2010 Israel was widely criticized for an IDF attack on an inter-
national aid convoy to Gaza which resulted in nine civilian casualties. Facing
an inquiry into the legality of the raid in Aug., Barak said he took full
responsibility for the events and expressed regret for the deaths whilst
defending the army’s actions.

Following several months of infighting among Labour’s MPs over the
party’s role in the Netanyahu government, Barak and four of his Labour
colleagues left the party in Jan. 2011 to form a new party called Independence.
Described by Barak as ‘centrist, Zionist and democratic’. it remained part of
the ruling coalition.

In Nov. 2012, in the wake of an 8 day conflict in Gaza, Barak announced
his resignation from politics although he did remain defence minister until
March 2013 when a new government was sworn in following parliamentary
elections in Jan. of that year.

Introduction

Raymond Barre was a centrist economist who served as prime minister from
1976-81. With the economy struggling in the aftermath of the 1973 oil crisis,
his government imposed unpopular austerity measures.

Early Life

Born on the French Indian Ocean island of Réunion on 12 April 1924 into a
wealthy Roman Catholic family, Barre moved to Paris in 1946 to study law,
economics and politics at the Institut d’études politiques de Paris. After
graduating, he joined the economics faculty as a professor and in 1959 he
accepted a senior position in the ministry of industry. From 1967-73 he
served as a commissioner for economic and financial affairs within the
institutional structure of the European Economic Community (forerunner of
the EU), helping to draw up an influential proposal for European monetary
co-operation.
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Career Peak

Barre joined Prime Minister Jacques Chirac’s cabinet as foreign trade minister
in 1976. Although he had little public profile at the time, President Giscard
d’Estaing appointed him premier and minister of economy and finance when
Chirac resigned in Aug. 1976.

The international oil crisis of the early 1970s had brought to an end
France’s three decades of post-war prosperity. To tackle the new economic
reality, Barre enforced tough anti-inflation policies, including reducing gov-
ernment spending and cutting thousands of jobs in loss-making industries
such as steel and coal. Rising unemployment and declining living standards
took a heavy toll on his popularity. He also angered the trade unions after
calling on them ‘to stop whingeing and start working’. He was succeeded as
prime minister by Pierre Mauroy in May 1981 following the electoral victory
of President Frangois Mitterrand’s Socialist Party.

Later Life

Barre contested the presidential elections of 1988, coming third with 16.5% of
the first round vote, behind Mitterrand and Chirac. His last major political
office was the mayorship of Lyon from 1995 until 2001. He retired from front-
line politics the following year and died in Paris on 25 Aug. 2007.

Introduction

Traian Basescu, a former ship’s captain and mayor of Bucharest, successfully
fought the country’s 2004 presidential elections on an anti-corruption plat-
form. He took over from Ion Iliescu, who had served as president for much of
the post-communist period. Basescu was suspended from office in April 2007
but resumed his role a month later after a national referendum supported his
reinstatement. He was narrowly re-elected in Dec. 2009.

Early Life

Bésescu was born in Basarabi near the port of Constanta on 4 Nov. 1951 and
graduated from the Marine Institute in Constanta in 1976. He then joined the
merchant navy, controlled in the communist era by NAVROM, winning
promotion to captain in 1981 and to admiral of the merchant fleet in the
mid-1980s. In 1987 he became head of NAVROM and in 1989 entered the
political scene as general director of the State Inspectorate of Civic Naviga-
tion in the ministry of transport. After the dramatic collapse of the Ceausescu
regime in Dec. 1989, Basescu was promoted to deputy minister of transport.
He became minister of transport in 1991 in the government dominated by the
National Salvation Front (FSN), which had received mass support in the first
post-communist elections on 20 May 1990.

Following a split in the FSN in 1992, Basescu joined Petre Roman in the
new centre-left Democratic Party and, in 1996, he co-ordinated Roman’s
unsuccessful presidential campaign. Basescu was re-elected as a Democratic
Party MP in 1996 and served as minister of transport until 2000, when he
stood as the Democratic Party candidate in the Bucharest mayoral election.
He won and began co-ordinating the regeneration of large areas of the city,
gaining praise for his direct approach to addressing problems—from cracking
down on the notorious packs of stray dogs to improving traffic flow and
municipal central heating systems.

Following disagreements with Petre Roman, Basescu replaced him as
leader of the (opposition) Democratic Party in 2001. Two years later, in Sept.
2003, Basescu became a co-chairman of the centre-right Justice and Truth
Alliance (DA), forged between his Democratic Party and the National Liberal
Party (PNL). Basescu’s rule as mayor of Bucharest proved popular and he was
re-elected in June 2004. He then decided to contest the 2004 presidential
election as the DA candidate. Campaigning on an anti-corruption and pro-
Western platform, he defeated the PSD candidate in the second round run-off
in Dec.

Career Peak

Basescu’s first task as president was the formation of a new DA government,
which became possible when the small Humanist Party (since renamed the
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Conservative Party) pledged its support, in addition to the backing of the
ethnic Hungarian Democratic Federation of Romania. Basescu appointed the
PNL leader and former minister of the economy Célin Popescu-Tariceanu to
the post of prime minister. In his inaugural address Basescu said that fighting
corruption would remain his priority and that he intended to steer Romania
towards membership of the European Union. This was achieved on 1 Jan.
2007 as Romania and Bulgaria became the EU’s 26th and 27th member states.
He also stressed the need to strengthen strategic partnerships with the USA
and the UK, as well as to improve relations with Russia and the former Soviet
states.

Although allied within the ruling DA, Bésescu’s relations with Popescu-
Tériceanu deteriorated to the point where, in April 2007, Popescu-Tariceanu
won a vote in parliament to suspend Basescu for ‘grave infringements of the
constitution’ and the Democratic Party was excluded from the government.
Former prime minister Nicolae Vacaroiu was appointed interim president.
However, Basescu returned to office on 23 May 2007 after he was backed by
74.5% of voters in a referendum on his leadership. He then promised to
campaign for electoral reform to increase MPs’ accountability to the elector-
ate and for a law that could be used to remove former senior officials of the
Ceausescu regime from their offices. In Dec. 2007 he called on Popescu-
Tariceanu to dismiss his justice minister because of corruption allegations.
Also in Dec. 2007 the Democratic Party merged with the Liberal Democratic
Party to form the Democratic Liberal Party (PD-L). Concerns over high-level
corruption also prompted the EU in Feb. 2008 to threaten sanctions against
Romania. In April 2008 Basescu hosted a summit meeting of NATO leaders
in Bucharest.

Following inconclusive parliamentary elections in Nov. 2008, Basescu
nominated Theodor Stolojan, an economist and former prime minister, to
head a new government. Stolojan soon withdrew his acceptance and Basescu
then asked Emil Boc, the leader of the Democratic Liberal Party, to form the
new administration, which was approved by parliament in Dec. 2008. How-
ever, in Oct. 2009 this government lost a confidence vote, although Boc
carried on in a caretaker capacity until the pending presidential elections as
Basescu’s subsequent nominees for prime minister-designate were not
acceptable to parliament.

At the end of 2009 Basescu stood for presidential re-election. His narrow
win over Mircea Geoana of the PSD-PC alliance with 50.3% of the run-off
vote was challenged by his opponent who claimed electoral fraud. Basescu
then turned again to Boc to form a new government, which was approved by
parliament but which laboured with economic recession and austerity. With
his government increasingly unpopular, Boc resigned in Feb. 2012. Mihai-
Rézvan Ungureanu succeeded him as prime minister but his government also
fell after only 2 months following a vote of no confidence in parliament.
Victor Ponta of the Social Liberal Union then established an administration to
govern until elections later in the year.

In July 2012 Basescu faced a further challenge to his authority, this time
from his new prime minister, and was suspended from office following a
parliamentary vote pending efforts to impeach him. However, he survived an
impeachment referendum as the majority vote to remove him failed to meet
the required minimum turnout of the electorate and he resumed office in Aug.
In the Dec. 2012 parliamentary elections Ponta’s government won a clear
majority against parties backed by Basescu, after which the president and
prime minister signed an agreement guaranteeing their institutional
co-operation and respect for the constitution. However, in late 2013 Basescu
was reported to be reviewing the agreement after the deputy prime minister,
Liviu Dragnea, was charged with attempting to influence the outcome of the
impeachment referendum.

Having served the constitutional limit of two consecutive terms as head of
state, Basescu was ineligible to take part in the presidential elections of Nov.
2014. He was succeeded as president by Klaus Iohannis, who took office on
21 Dec. 2014.

Introduction

Sukhbaataryn Batbold became prime minister in Oct. 2009 after his prede-
cessor, Sanj Bayar, resigned because of ill health. Batbold’s appointment was
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approved with 62 of 66 votes cast in a plenary session of the Great Hural. His
tenure lasted until parliamentary elections that were held in June 2012.

Early Life

Batbold was born in 1963 in Ulan Bator. He was educated at the University of
Moscow, graduating from its School of International Relations in 1986. He
joined the ministry of economic foreign relations and was appointed head of
the Mongol Impex Cooperative in 1988. After returning to higher education,
he graduated from the London School of Business in the UK in 1991. In 1992
he joined Altai Trading LLC as its director general, a post he held until 2000.

He was appointed deputy minister of foreign affairs after the return to
power of the MPRP in 2000. From 200406 he served as minister of trade and
industry and in 2008 was named minister of foreign affairs. During his tenure
he hosted UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s visit to Ulan Bator to discuss
climate change in Mongolia and stood in for Bayar at a Council of Heads of
State meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

On 26 Oct. 2009 parliament accepted Bayar’s resignation and Batbold
was nominated by the MPRP as his successor. His appointment was approved
3 days later.

Career Peak

Batbold’s government undertook a review of strategies to take advantage of
Mongolia’s largely untapped natural resources without falling prey to ‘Dutch
Disease’. Where a sudden surge of wealth hampers long-term growth. He was
also keen to loosen economic reliance on Russia and China by developing
relationships with the USA and Canada, while at the same time ensuring
Mongolia does not alienate its powerful neighbours. His first year in office
was, however, overshadowed by the devastation of the country’s livestock,
and its effects on herder communities, by extreme bad weather. Batbold’s
MPP (former MPRP) lost its parliamentary majority to the Democratic Party
(DP) at elections in June 2012. The chairman of the DP, Norov Altankhuyag,
was nominated for the position of prime minister and was subsequently sworn
in as the new prime minister of Mongolia in Aug. 2012, having received the
approval of the president and the parliament.

Introduction

Fulgencio Batista twice ruled Cuba, from 1933—44 and 1952-59. He was
supported by the USA, despite the increasing brutality of his regime and the
civil unrest it eventually caused. In 1959 he was forced from office by a
revolutionary group led by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara.

Early Life

Batista was born in Banes, Cuba, on 16 Jan. 1901 to poor farming parents of
mixed race. A man of shrewdness and charm, he joined the army in 1921 as a
private. He rose to the rank of sergeant, developing a large personal following
among his peers. In 1933 he took a leading part in the ‘Revolt of the
Sergeants’. Which toppled the provisional presidency of Carlos Manuel de
Céspedes, and installed the middle-class Ramon Grau San Martin as presi-
dent. Batista appointed himself chief of staff and, with the blessing of the US,
ruled Cuba through a succession of puppet leaders until he took over the
presidency himself in 1940.

Career Peak

With the support of the armed forces and the civil service, Batista managed to
govern strongly and effectively. Despite amassing a personal fortune, he also
made vast improvements to education, public works and the economy.

In 1944 Batista lost power to his old rival Grau, and put himself into
luxurious exile in Florida. During this time government corruption in Cuba
worsened, and public services broke down.

Batista, by now a Cuban senator, returned to run for president again in
1952. On 10 March, 3 months before the elections, while trailing in the
opinion polls, Batista seized power. On 27 March President Eisenhower
formally recognised Batista’s government.
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Under his increasingly authoritarian rule, strikes were banned, constitu-
tional guarantees suspended, and opposition crushed. Batista’s secret police
became notorious for political beatings, torture and murder while organized
crime flourished.

On 26 July 1953 a young Fidel Castro led an attack on the Moncada army
barracks in Santiago. He was sent to prison, but managed to stir the nation
with his eloquent defence in court. To deflect the public unrest, Batista
released Castro, who was exiled to Mexico. But student riots and anti-Batista
demonstrations became more frequent. He tightened his control over the
media, and refused calls for an immediate election.

In Dec. 1956 Castro launched an expedition from Mexico, retreating
into the Sierra Maestra mountains to organize a guerrilla uprising. By 1958
it became clear that the regime was doomed. On New Year’s Eve 1958,
Batista resigned and fled to the Dominican Republic. He died in Spain on
Aug. 6, 1973.

Introduction

Jorge Luis Batlle Ibanez was president of Uruguay from 1999 to 2005 and
represented the Colorado party. Elected on his fifth attempt in 1999, he
succeeded fellow Colorado president Julio Maria Sanguinetti. Batlle’s preoc-
cupation in office was to prevent the economy slipping into recession.

Early Life

Batlle was born on 25 Oct. 1927 into a Colorado family that had dominated a
century of Uruguayan politics. He is the descendant of three former pre-
sidents—his grandfather Lorenzo (1868-72), his father Luis (1947-51,
1955-56) and his great uncle José (1899, 1903-07, 1911-15). After studying
in London in 1947, he gained a doctorate in law and social sciences from the
Universidad de la Republica. While studying he worked in radio and later for
the Diario Accion newspaper until 1973 when the military dictatorship forced
its closure. Strongly influenced by the family political legacy, he joined the
PC in 1947. Batlle ascended the ranks from regional branch secretary to
president of the party’s executive committee. Between 1958-67 he was a
PC deputy, standing for his first presidential elections in 1966. Between
197384 his political activities were hindered by imprisonment and a pro-
scription handed out by the military leaders. In 1985 Batlle presided over the
assembly as senator in the first post-dictatorship democratic government. The
following year he represented Uruguay in the UN. In 1989 he fought his third
election representing the PC faction, Batllismo Unido. He came second with
30% of votes. After again serving as senator between 1994-99, he stood for
his fifth presidential election.

His main rival in the 1999 elections was Tabaré¢ Vazquez, the left-wing
Encuentro Progresista (Progressive Encounter) candidate and former
mayor who led the first round of votes. The opposition Blanco candidate
withdrew after coming third place. Batlle and Vazquez fought a run off.
In his campaign, Vazquez offered economic stability and a change from
over a century of political domination by the Colorados and the Blancos.
To combat the strength of the left, the Colorado party persuaded the
Blancos to back Batlle in exchange for jobs. Batlle claimed that Vazquez’s
proposed fiscal reforms would raise income tax. Batlle won by 54.1% to
45.9%. He formed a coalition government between the Colorados and the
Blancos.

Career Peak

On election, Batlle pledged to cut public spending, limit bureaucracy and
continue prudent fiscal policies. Five government jobs went to Blanco poli-
ticians. Despite inheriting a strong economy, Uruguay was already feeling the
effects of the recession in neighbouring MERCOSUR countries. As
Uruguay’s chief trading partner, Brazil’s economic problems spilled over.
At the beginning of June 2000 the trade unions, PIT-CNT, organized a strike
protesting against Batlle’s austerity measures and rising unemployment, and
demanding investment in health and education. Since the beginning of the
twentieth century Uruguay’s public-run services, especially a strong welfare
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state, had been strongly supported and Batlle debated over introducing
unpopular privatization schemes. But he did manage to ease the state monop-
oly on natural gas.

In 2002 Uruguay suffered the effects of neighbour Argentina’s economic
instability. In Aug. the government closed the banks in an emergency measure
to slow increased bank withdrawals. The move resulted in a general strike.
A temporary US loan of US$1.5bn. allowed Uruguayan banks to reopen a
week later and the country received a US$3.8bn. IMF loan. In Nov. the five
Blanco ministers resigned complaining of being sidelined. Batlle retained an
uneasy hold on government.

Human rights abuses committed under the military dictatorship
(1973-85) remained an important issue. Batlle’s plans for a cross-party
commission to investigate the disappearance of people during the regime
won widespread support. He became the first president to agree to meet the
families involved and promised to question the military about its crimes. The
inquiry found the government responsible for 26 of 39 deaths investigated.

Batlle was not eligible to stand for re-election in the presidential elections
of Oct. 2004, but remained in office until his successor, Tabaré Vazquez, took
office on 1 March 2005.

Later Life

Batlle remained active in Uruguayan politics during his later years and was a
noted critic of president José Mujica. He died aged 88 on 24 Oct. 2016 after
suffering a cerebral haemorrhage following a fall at a party.

Introduction

In power between 1950—60, Celal Bayar was the third president of the Turkish
Republic, and was twice re-elected. His decade in power saw the emergence
of private enterprise in the country and the curbing of state authority.

Early Life

The son of a jurist, Bayar was born in Bursa in northwest Turkey on 15 May,
1883. He completed his education locally at a French school where he
specialized in economics and finance. He then worked for the Bursa branch
of a German bank and as an official in Gemlik judicial court.

Bayar’s political career began in 1908 when he joined the Committee of
Progress and Union which opposed the rule of Sultan Abdiilhamid. He went on
to become secretary for the Izmir (then Smyrna) branch of the committee. After
the end of World War I, when the remnants of the Ottoman empire crumbled,
Bayar enlisted in the nationalist movement led by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk. He
helped to organize troops to fight the Allied occupation of Anatolia.

In 1920 Bayar was elected as the parliamentary deputy for Izmir, but the
British suppressed the parliament and arrested many of the nationalist sup-
porters. Bayar escaped, fleeing to Ankara where Atatiirk had installed his
provisional government, the Grand National Assembly. In 1921 Bayar was
appointed economic minister, a post he held for a year before taking on the
challenge of overseeing the reconstruction and settlement of the newly
emancipated Turkish republic.

In 1924 Bayar was commissioned to establish Is Bank, and his financial
acumen earned him the post of economics minister. At this stage in his career
he favoured a state-run economy. In 1937 Atatiirk appointed him prime
minister of the 14th cabinet, but he resigned following the death of Atatiirk
in Jan. 1939. He was replaced by Refik Saydam.

Career Peak

In 1945 Bayar broke away from the Republican People’s Party to form the
opposing Democrat Party with support from Mehmed Fuad Kopriilii, Adnan
Menderes and Refik Koraltan. The new party advocated a policy of private
enterprise and won 62 seats in the general election of 1946. Four years later,
the party secured a convincing majority in parliament, and Bayar was elected
President. He appointed Menderes as his prime minister and began to reduce
the state’s role in the economy to one of regulation and co-ordination. He was
re-elected in 1954 and again in 1957.

Bayar, Celal (Turkey)

Later Life

His political career was ended by a military coup in May 1960. Bayar was
arrested and tried for treason. His trial lasted for 16 months, after which he and
15 other leading figures within the Democrat Party were sentenced to death.
His sentence was commuted to life imprisonment and he was released in Nov.
1964 on grounds of'ill health. He received an official pardon 2 years later, and
wrote his memoirs entitled 7, Too, Have Written. Bayar died on 22 Aug. 1986.

Introduction

Sanj Bayar was elected prime minister by parliament on 22 Nov. 2007
following the resignation of Miyegombo Enkhbold. Bayar had replaced
Enkhbold as MPRP chairman the previous month amid concerns within the
party over Enkhbold’s weak, minority government ahead of parliamentary
elections scheduled for June 2008.

Early Life

Bayar was born in 1956 in Ulan Bator. He graduated in law from the Moscow
State University in 1978 and went to work for the Ulan Bator city assembly.
A year later he joined the general staff of the Mongolian armed forces.
Leaving in 1983, he worked as a journalist, becoming chief editor of the
Russian-language newspaper Novosti Mongolii and head of the state-run
Montsame news agency.

In 1988 Bayar was appointed deputy chief officer of the state committee
for Mongolian radio and television. He joined the MPRP in the same year.
Between 1990-92 he was an elected member of the now defunct Baga Hural
(Small Hural, the short-lived upper chamber) that drafted Mongolia’s consti-
tution. He also served as chairman of the standing committee on the state
structure. In 1992 he was appointed director of the Strategic Research Center
of Mongolia.

From 1997-2001 Bayar served as President Natsagiin Bagabandi’s chief
officer and in 2001 he became ambassador to Russia. He returned to Mon-
golia in 2005 and was elected secretary general of the MPRP. On 26 Oct. 2007
Bayar received over 60% of his party’s votes to take over from Enkhbold as
the MPRP’s chairman.

Career Peak

Bayar promised to counter corruption, bring down the inflated prices of
essential goods and cut bureaucracy in public services. In June 2008 the
MPRP retained power in disputed parliamentary elections. On 26 Oct. 2009
Bayar announced his resignation owing to health reasons, with first deputy
prime minister Norovyn Altankhuyag becoming acting prime minister. For-
eign minister Sukhbaataryn Batbold was subsequently nominated and
approved by parliament and took office as the new prime minister on 29 Oct.

Introduction

Ernesto Beckmann Geisel was president of Brazil from 1974 to 1979, the
fourth of the five generals who ruled the country from 1964 to 1985. He
played a central role in preparing the country for a return to democracy.

Early Life

Born in Bento Gongalves on 3 Aug. 1908, Geisel was an army officer who
participated in Getulio Vargas’ 1930 military coup. He served the government
in various jobs until 1945 when he was instrumental in removing Vargas from
power. He was subsequently deputy chief of the military staff of the presi-
dency and sat on the national petroleum council.
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In 1964 he participated in another military coup and took a senior military
position in the government of Humberto Castelo Branco. Five years later he
was appointed head of the national oil corporation. In March 1974 he
assumed the national presidency.

Career Peak

Though dependent on the ruling military junta, Geisel promoted measures to
reduce censorship and increase political freedom. He permitted free elections
in 1974. His economic plan encouraged domestic industries, such as farming
and mining, and expanded Brazil’s transport infrastructure.

Geisel reverted to political oppression when electoral victory seemed
doubtful. In April 1977 he dismissed congress when it failed to pass judicial
reforms and used emergency powers to institute those reforms and other
electoral and constitutional changes. He resigned from government in 1979,
giving his backing to General Jodo Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo as his
SUCCESSOT.

Later Life
Geisel died on 12 Sept. 1996.

Introduction

Having dominated the opposition in the Knesset to successive
Labour administrations in the first three decades of Israel’s existence,
Menachem Begin became prime minister at the head of a right-wing
Likud (Unity) government in June 1977. The outstanding achievement of
his premiership, which lasted until Oct. 1983, was the Egyptian-Israeli
peace treaty signed in 1979, for which he and President Sadat of Egypt
were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. However, world opinion turned
against his government in the wake of atrocities during the 1982 Israeli
invasion of Lebanon.

Early Life

Begin was born in Aug. 1913 in Brest-Litovsk, then in Poland and now in
Belarus. A committed Zionist from an early age, he became the leader of the
Betar Jewish youth movement in Poland after graduating with a law degree.
When Nazi Germany invaded Poland in 1939, he fled to Soviet territory and
was deported to Siberia until 1941. Released, he joined the Free Polish Army
and went to Palestine in 1942 where he revitalized the Jewish Irgun Tzeva’l
Le’umi (Etzel) underground organization. The increasing militancy of Etzel’s
operations against the British mandate brought Begin into conflict with the
mainstream Zionist strategy of David Ben-Gurion. After the establishment of
the Israeli state in 1948, Begin formed the Herut (Freedom) Party and served
as opposition leader in the Knesset until 1967 when he joined the national
unity government as minister without portfolio for almost 3 years. In 1973 he
became chairman of the Likud coalition, which won the legislative elections
in May 1977.

Career Peak

In Nov. 1977 Prime Minister Begin hosted Egyptian President Sadat’s visit to
Jerusalem. This inaugurated 2 years of negotiations leading to the
US-brokered peace treaty in 1979 between the two countries (providing for
Israel’s phased withdrawal from the occupied Egyptian territory of Sinai) and
to an agreement for ill-defined future Palestinian autonomy in Gaza and the
West Bank. In 1981 Begin controversially ordered the Israeli air force to
destroy Iraq’s nuclear installation at Osirak near Baghdad. He incurred further
international condemnation when Israel invaded Lebanon in June 1982, the
second such incursion aimed at dislodging the PLO during his premiership.
Israel’s advance into Muslim west Beirut preceded a massacre of Palestinian
refugees by Lebanese Christian militia groups. Begin left office in Oct. 1983
and died in March 1992.
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Introduction

Fernando Belatinde Terry was president of Peru between 1963-68 and
1980-85, representing the Accion Popular (AC) party. Despite liberal and
progressive socio-economic reforms, Belatinde was a largely ineffectual
president, blocked by opposition politicians, terrorist activity and an inability
to resolve economic problems.

Early Life

Belaunde was born in Lima on 7 Oct. 1912. From a wealthy family, his
father, Rafael Belatinde Diez Canseco, served as prime minister from
1945-46. Belatnde studied architecture at the University of Texas and
then in France. He practised in Mexico before continuing his career in
Peru. He was elected to congress, serving as a deputy between 1945-48.
In 1956 he stood for presidential election representing the AP, a right-wing
party formed by Belatinde to promote an alternative to military dictatorship
or Marxist rule. Belaunde promised economic modernization. The president
and military dictator Manuel Odria, attempted to block Belatinde’s candi-
dature. Following much protest and public support, Belainde was finally
permitted to stand. In the 1956 elections he came second but the AP gained
strong support.

Career Peak

In the 1963 elections, Belaunde stood against Victor Raul Haya de la Torre,
the candidate for the centre left Partido Aprista Peruano—the Peruvian branch
of the Alianja Popular Revolucionaria Americana (American Popular Revo-
lutionary Alliance; APRA), founded by Haya de la Torre. With support from
the Partido Democrata Cristiano (Christian Democratic Party), Belatinde won
with 40% of the votes. Nevertheless, the opposition had a majority in Con-
gress. Belaunde’s aim was to increase democracy, strengthen the economy
and ameliorate conditions for Peru’s rural poor. He outlined land and educa-
tion reforms as well as industrial development. Large-scale construction of
road networks was carried out to some of Peru’s most rural and inaccessible
areas, including the Andes. Belatinde was pro-American in his outlook
and supported the Alliance for Progress programme—the well-meaning but
ineffectual international economic development programme begun in 1962
between the USA and 22 Latin American countries. Belaiinde was
frustrated in his efforts by the opposition. Peru’s inflation increased and
there were protests against an American company, the International Petro-
leum Company, which had a monopoly of the development of oil fields in
Northern Peru.

In 1968, amid increasing disillusionment with the government, Belatinde
was deposed in a military coup by General Juan Velasco. He fled to the USA
where he pursued his career in architecture. He attempted to return to Peru in
1970, but was immediately deported.

In 1980, after 12 years of military dictatorship, Belaunde was elected to
a second term as president. He rescued projects from his first term, including
the development of the Carretera Marginal de la Selva, a road running
parallel to the Andes. He supported the idea of free-market economy. Yet,
Belaunde’s second term was as ineffectual as his first. Inflation, foreign debt
and unemployment increased and he proved powerless against the increas-
ing threat of the Sendero Luminosa (Shining Path). The Maoist guerrilla
group, formed by a small group of intellectuals in 1970, began extensive
terrorist activity in 1980. Over 25,000 deaths are attributed to Sendero
Luminosa. Corruption within the government became endemic. In 1985
Belatinde was beaten convincingly by the APRA candidate, Alan Garcia
Pérez.

Later Life

Despite this heavy defeat, Belainde continued to play an active role in
politics, remaining the leader of the AC party. In the 1990 elections, he
actively supported Mario Vargas Llosa’s presidential campaign. Belaunde
voiced strong opposition to President Alberto Fujimori’s auto-coup in 1992.
Belatinde died on 4 June 2002.
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Introduction

Marek Belka became Poland’s prime minister on 2 May 2004, the day after
the nation’s entry to the European Union. A professor of economics with a
reputation for instigating harsh public-spending cuts while minister of finance
in 2001-02, Belka continued to court unpopularity as he attempted to push
through further financial and civil-service reforms.

Early Life

Marek Belka was born on 28 Jan. 1952 in £.0dz. After attending a school in
the city, he entered the Faculty of Economics and Sociology at £.6dZ Univer-
sity, and graduated with a master’s degree in economics in 1972. He remained
at the university, working as a research assistant and undertaking a PhD,
graduating in 1978, the year in which Poland’s communist-run economy is
considered to have peaked. Post-1978 industrial and economic decline is now
seen as a crucial factor in provoking the social discontent and political
stalemate that afflicted Poland through much of the 1980s. In 1978 Belka
went to the United States as a Fulbright Foundation fellow at Colombia
University, where he met the neo-liberal economics professor, Milton
Friedman.

He travelled again to the USA in 1985 under a scholarship from the
American Council of Learned Societies at the University of Chicago.
A year later, Belka joined the Institute of Economics at the Polish Academy
of Sciences in Warsaw as Assistant Professor. After attending the London
School of Economics in 1990 Belka returned to a country undergoing dra-
matic political and economic change. He became a consultant to the central
planning office and at the Ministry of Finance. The policies of the finance
minister Leszek Balcerowicz succeeded in stabilizing the currency in 1990,
but the enormous budget deficit, rising inflation and spiralling unemployment
led to political instability under the Bielecki (1991), Olszewski (1992) and
Suchocka (1992-93) governments. Nevertheless, ministers and advisers
including Belka managed to carry out complex reforms of the civil service
and the state treasury, and by 1993 a capitalist infrastructure with a stock
market and a modern banking system was established. Belka became profes-
sor at the Polish Institute of Sciences in 1994 and economic adviser to the
president of Poland in 1997.

Belka was brought into the government for the first time in 1997 under
prime minister Wiodzimierz Cimoszewicz. He replaced Grzegorz Kolodko as
finance minister and pressed ahead with unpopular reforms to pensions and
welfare state provisions. In the same year the government was voted out of
office. When, in 2001, the Democratic Left Alliance (SLD) party was once
again voted into power (crushing the Solidarity government), the prime
minister, Leszek Miller, reappointed Belka as finance minister. In an attempt
to reduce the budget deficit and prepare for joining the European Union,
Belka made harsh cuts to social welfare benefits. Faced with widespread
hostility, the Miller government proposed a compromise on the welfare cuts
and the cabinet drafted legislation restricting the powers of the central bank.
Both measures were unacceptable to Belka and he resigned in July 2002.

From June 2003 Belka worked in the civil administration in occupied Iraq
as economic adviser to Paul Bremer, head of the Coalition Provisional
Authority. In Poland, the SLD government was faced by rocketing unem-
ployment (almost 20% in late 2003), popular protests on the streets of Warsaw
and allegations of ministerial corruption. In March 2004 a group of senators
and deputies left the SLD to form a new party, forcing the resignation of
Leszek Miller on 2 May, the day after Poland’s entry to the European Union.
The president, Aleksander Kwasniewski, appointed Belka to replace Miller as
prime minister.

Career Peak

Despite being rejected by the lower house of parliament (Sejm) in mid-May,
Belka gained a vote of confidence to continue as prime minister of Poland on
24 June 2004. Belka also won another confidence vote on 15 Oct. He made it
clear that he would continue the unpopular economic policies he espoused as
finance minister. His austerity package included a borrowing cut of US$13bn.
in 4 years, which he argued was an essential precursor to joining the Euro-
zone. Belka advocated the continuing presence of Polish troops in Iraq.

Belka, Marek (Poland)

In 2005 Belka unsuccessfully stood to be secretary general of the
OECD. In May 2005 he proffered his resignation to Kwasniewski when
parliament rejected his attempt to bring forward elections so he could fulfil
his promise that the caretaker government would stay in office for a max-
imum of a year. His resignation was rejected but he came under opposition
pressure to step down in June 2005 amid allegations that he had co-operated
with the secret police during Poland’s communist era. His Alliance of
the Democratic Left won only around 11% of the vote at the general
elections of Sept. 2005 and Belka was replaced as prime minister by
Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz.

Belka became director of the IMF’s European Department in Nov. 2008
and was then named president of the National Bank of Poland in May 2010,
serving a 6 year term from June 2010-June 2016.

Introduction

Abdelaziz Belkhadem was prime minister of Algeria from May 2006 until
June 2008. His appointment followed the resignation of Ahmed Ouyahia,
who would return to succeed him as prime minister 2 years later. The leader of
the ruling National Liberation Front (FLN) since 2005, Belkhadem was a
close ally of Algeria’s president, Abdelaziz Bouteflika.

Early Life

Abdelaziz Belkhadem was born on 8 Nov. 1945 in Aflou, Laghouat Province,
French Algeria. Graduating with a diploma in administration and finance, he
began work as a tax inspector in 1964, becoming a professor in 1968. He
joined Algeria’s administration in 1972, serving as deputy director of inter-
national relations in the Revolutionary Council led by Col. Houari
Boumedienne (who became president in 1976).

In Feb. 1977 Belkhadem was elected to represent the FLN, the only legal
party, in the national assembly. He was also deputy of the town of Sougueur,
Tiaret from 1977 to 1992. In 1987 he was appointed director of the commis-
sion for education, training and scientific research and the following year he
was elected vice president of the national assembly, becoming its president in
1990 after the departure of Rabah Bitat.

Between 1991 and 1997, when civil war was sparked by the military-
backed government’s decision to cancel multiparty elections that the Islamic
Salvation Front had been poised to win, Belkhadem served in the political
office of the FLN. Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s victory in a controversial presi-
dential election in April 1999 paved the way for a ceasefire and a period of
relative stability. Belkhadem was appointed minister of foreign affairs in
2000, initially under Ali Benflis, the reformist prime minister and leader of
the FLN. After almost a decade of civil war Algeria had become isolated
internationally and Belkhadem was at the forefront of restoring relations
with countries such as Morocco and France, notably via pan-African
diplomacy.

The parliamentary elections in May 2002 saw large gains for the FLN,
which claimed 199 out of 389 national assembly seats to become the domi-
nant party in the ruling coalition. Tensions between the president and Ali
Benflis were resolved in Feb. 2005 when Belkhadem, a Bouteflika loyalist,
was elected secretary general at the party’s congress. Following the resigna-
tion of the prime minister, Ahmed Ouyahia, on 24 May 2006, the president
nominated Belkhadem to succeed him. Ouyahia’s downfall followed his
opposition to a general wage increase proposed by the unions and supported
by the FLN.

Career Peak

Belkhadem prioritized a ‘revision’ of the constitution and increases in pay for
public-sector workers. He also pledged to cut the unemployment and poverty
afflicting millions of Algerians despite the country’s hydrocarbon-fuelled
economic upturn since 2004. In Nov. 2006 Belkhadem restated Algeria’s
aim to improve ties with France if the French government admits to having
committed crimes during its 130 years as colonial ruler. In May 2007
Belkhadem retained the premiership as the FLN-led ruling coalition won
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parliamentary elections marked by a low voter turnout. His government
briefly resigned in early June before his reappointment as premier. On
23 June 2008, in a move that surprised many observers, President Bouteflika
named Ahmed Ouyahia prime minister. Belkhadem was appointed the pres-
ident’s ‘personal representative’.

Introduction

Appointed prime minister by Habib Bourguiba, Tunisia’s leader from
1957, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali then became president after Bourguiba
was deposed in 1987. Despite advocating moderate liberalization, his
human rights record remained a source of international unease. He was
scheduled to retire in 2004, but secured support in a referendum for changes
to the constitution allowing him a further two terms in office. He was
re-elected in Oct. 2009 but left office and fled to Saudi Arabia in the face
of popular protests in Jan. 2011.

Early Life

Ben Ali was born in Hammam Sousse on 3 Sept. 1936. As a teenager he
became involved in the nationalist movement, which culminated in Tunisia’s
independence from France in 1956. He resumed his studies abroad, training at
the military academy at Saint-Cyr and at the artillery school of Chalons-sur-
Marne in France, and later studying in the USA where he obtained a degree in
electronic engineering.

Returning to Tunisia, he was appointed head of military security from
196474 and became a military attaché to the Tunisian embassy in Morocco.
Upon his return, he was made head of national security and later served as
ambassador to Poland. In 1986 he was appointed minister of the interior.

Ben Ali was active in fighting militant fundamentalist groups. In Oct.
1987 he was appointed prime minister by President Habib Bourguiba. Bour-
guiba was dogged by rumours of intermittent senility and in Nov. was
declared unfit to rule by a committee of doctors and deposed in a bloodless
coup. Ben Ali replaced him as president.

Career Peak

As leader of the Constitutional Democratic Rally (RCD), Ben Ali had been
overwhelmingly re-elected in March 1994, Oct. 1999, Oct. 2004 and Oct.
2009. The cancellation of the 1992 election at a point when the opposition
seemed likely to win prompted international criticism. Scheduled to retire in
2004, he initiated changes to the constitution in 2002 to allow him to govern
for another two terms. In the Oct. 2004 elections the main opposition group,
the Progressive Democratic Party, withdrew its candidates 2 days before
polling, arguing that the vote would be worthless.

Ben Ali inherited an economically stable country and oversaw a reduction
in the poverty rate and improving literacy levels. He expressed his commit-
ment to furthering women'’s rights and authorized the release of some political
prisoners, but human rights groups were critical of his regime. He maintained
tight control of the media and the treatment of journalists and political
opponents critical of his rule caused international concern.

Ben Ali was re-elected chairman of the RCD in July 2008 and president,
with 90% of the vote, in Oct. 2009. Following weeks of violent protests
driven by economic grievances and resentment over political repression, Ben
Ali relinquished power in Jan. 2011 and fled to Saudi Arabia. Prime Minister
Mohamed Ghannouchi agreed to act as interim president but was subse-
quently succeeded by Foued Mebazaa, the President of the Chamber of
Deputies.

Later Life

In June 2011 Ben Ali and his wife were convicted in absentia of charges
relating to arms, narcotics and the misappropriation of funds. Both were
sentenced to 35 years in prison and fined US$65.5m. In June 2012 Ben Ali
was given a life sentence by a military court, which found him guilty of
‘inciting disorder, murder and looting’.
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Introduction

Ahmed Ben Bella became the first president of newly independent Algeria in
Sept. 1963, serving until June 1965. A long-time opponent of French colonial
rule, he endured several years of imprisonment and exile prior to
independence.

Early Life

Ahmed Ben Bella was born in Maghnia on 25 Dec. 1918. He studied in
Tlemcen but left school with no qualifications. He joined the French Army in
1936 and was posted to Marseille. During the Second World War he won a
commendation for bravery at the 1944 battle of Monte Cassino.

Angry at France’s brutal suppression of the anti-colonial movement in
Algeria, Ben Bella refused an officer’s commission and returned to his
homeland entering politics. He became a municipal councillor in Maghnia
and was a founding member of the anti-French, paramilitary Organisation
Spéciale. After being arrested in 1951 for robbing a post office to raise funds
for the group, he escaped and made his way to Cairo in Egypt, which was his
base when the Algerian War of Independence broke out in 1954.

Ben Bella was one of nine members of a committee that led the Front de
Libération Nationale/National Liberation Front (FLN) during the war and
survived several assassination attempts. In 1956 he was arrested when the
plane on which he was travelling was diverted by the French authorities to
Algiers. While imprisoned in France he was elected vice-premier of the
provisional government of Algeria, but was released in 1962 following the
signing of a peace deal. Returning to Algeria, he was elected premier with the
support of Col. Houari Boumedienne, chief of the Army of National Liber-
ation, and in 1963 was voted president unopposed.

Career Peak

Ben Bella initiated a reform programme inspired by his anti-colonial and pro-
Arab philosophy. He nationalized what was left of the colonial farming lands
but his land reforms were largely unsuccessful and resulted in economic
hardship. In education, meanwhile, he brought in large numbers of teachers
from Egypt and Syria. He also fostered close economic ties with France, as
well as negotiating aid from the USA and the USSR. However, with govern-
ment reforms faltering and Ben Bella increasingly autocratic, Boumedienne
headed a bloodless coup on 19 June 1965.

Later Life

Ben Bella was imprisoned or kept under house arrest for the next 14 years.
Restrictions upon him were eased in 1979 and he was allowed to go into exile
in Oct. 1980. In 1984 he launched the Movement for Democracy in Algeria
and returned to the country in the 1990s, becoming a vocal critic of the
country’s destructive civil war. He died on 11 April 2012.

Introduction

Joseph Ratzinger was elected head of the Roman Catholic Church on 19 April
2005, becoming Pope Benedict XVI. His appointment followed the death of
the popular and charismatic Pope John Paul II. A highly intellectual theolo-
gian from southern Germany, Benedict X VI has served in the Vatican as head
of the department that defends Catholic orthodoxy since 1981. He has
reinforced the broadly conservative policies of John Paul II, his friend and
close ally, and opposed secularism and relativism, which he has described as
‘letting oneself be tossed and swept by every wind of teaching’.
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Early Life

Joseph Ratzinger was born in Marktl am Inn, southeastern Bavaria, Germany,
on 16 April 1927, the third and youngest child of a police officer and his wife.
In 1929 his father was posted to the town of Tittmoning on the Austrian
border, where the family remained for 3 years, before moving to Aschau am
Inn and then to Hufschlag, near Traunstein, when his father retired in 1937.
Ratzinger attended the high school in Traunstein, and later opted to train for
the priesthood, entering the town’s seminary in 1939. At 14 years of age he
joined the Hitler Youth—a legal requirement as part of the Nazis’ efforts to
convert the German population to the ‘National Socialist spirit’. Two years
later Ratzinger was drafted into the anti-aircraft artillery corps. His unit
guarded facilities including an aircraft-engine plant near Munich. In late
1944 Ratzinger was drafted into the German army and served in and around
Munich. Reportedly a reluctant soldier, he deserted weeks before Germany’s
surrender in 1945, and rejoined the seminary in Traunstein. After 2 years he
took up a place at the Herzogliches Georgianum, a theological institute linked
to the University of Munich. On 29 June 1951 he was ordained to the
priesthood in the cathedral at Freising, near Munich.

Ratzinger continued with his study of theology at the University of
Munich—his doctoral thesis focused on St Augustine and his view of Chris-
tianity in the fifth century. Having gained his doctorate in July 1953, he began
post-doctoral research about St Bonaventure, a Franciscan theologian of the
nineteenth century. In 1959 Ratzinger moved to Bonn to take up a professorship
in fundamental theology at the city’s university. He taught at the University of
Miinster for 3 years from 1963, before joining the University of Tiibingen, near
Stuttgart. When the wave of student uprisings swept across Europe in 1968, it
brought Marxism to the Tiibingen campus. Ratzinger was horrified by what he
saw as a ‘tyrannical, brutal and cruel’ ideology that was undermining the
Church. He accepted an offer of a teaching position at the new University of
Regensburg a year later, and remained in the Bavarian city for the next 7 years.
He began to take a more conservative approach to theology, and rose to become
the dean and then vice-president of the university.

On 24 March 1977 Ratzinger was elected archbishop of Munich and
Freising by Pope Paul VI. He was ordained to the episcopal order in May
1977 and a month later was elevated to cardinal priest. However, his work as
an archbishop was to prove relatively short-lived. In Nov. 1981 he was called
to Rome by Pope John Paul II (who had been elected in 1978) to take over the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the department in the Vatican
responsible for defending and reinforcing Catholic orthodoxy (once known as
the Inquisition). At the same time, he became president of the International
Theological Commission and the Pontifical Biblical Commission. The Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith courted controversy after publishing
‘Dominus Jesus’. which described other Christian faiths and world religions
as ‘deficient or not quite real churches’.

Ratzinger was elevated to the position of cardinal bishop of the diocese of
Velletri-Signi on 5 April 1993, and was elected vice-dean of the College of
Cardinals in 1998. When he was appointed dean of the College in late 2002
(and cardinal bishop of the diocese of Ostia), Ratzinger had become one of the
Vatican’s most powerful and influential figures. He presided over the funeral
of Pope John Paul I in St Peter’s Basilica on 8 April 2005, and subsequently
inaugurated the conclave for the election of the successor to St Peter in the
Sistine chapel. On 19 April, after the fourth ballot of the conclave, the proto-
deacon of the College of Cardinals, Jorge Estévez, announced to a crowd of
tens of thousands in St Peter’s Square: ‘Dear brothers and sisters, we have a
Pope. The most eminent and most reverend Lord, Lord Joseph, Cardinal of
Holy Roman Church, Ratzinger, who has taken the name Benedict XVI’.

Career Peak

Pope Benedict XVI swiftly reappointed all former officers who had served
under John Paul II. A hint of future Vatican policy came with the appointment
of the US non-Cardinal William Joseph Levada to the post of prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on 13 May 2005. The elevation of
this deeply conservative prelate archbishop of the Archdiocese of San
Francisco to one of the church’s most powerful positions raised fears
among reform-minded Catholics.

Controversy from another direction erupted in Sept. 2006 after the Pope
delivered a lecture in Germany including a reference to a medieval text
perceived as hostile to Islam. This provoked almost worldwide Muslim protest,
forcing the Vatican to apologize for any unintentional offence. The incident
threatened to derail a planned papal visit in Nov. to Turkey, a predominantly
Muslim country, but the trip went ahead successfully, with Benedict advocating
‘authentic dialogue’ based on mutual respect between Christians and Muslims.

Benediktsson, Bjarni (Iceland)

In 2007 the Pope met Russian president Vladimir Putin for the first time,
and also King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. It was the first such meeting between
the head of the Roman Catholic Church and a Saudi monarch. In March 2009
he toured Africa and in May visited the Middle East where he appealed for
peace and religious coexistence.

In Dec. 2008 Benedict again courted social controversy with a perceived
attack on homosexuality that angered gay rights groups and activists. Then, in
Jan. 2009, his controversial decision to readmit to the Church an ultra-
conservative bishop who had denied the Holocaust angered Jews and many
Catholics. Moreover, his assertion in Feb. 2010 that the effect of some
equality legislation in Britain had been to impose unjust limitations on the
freedom of religious communities to act in accordance with their beliefs was
condemned by human rights campaigners.

In Oct. 2009 Benedict made an unprecedented offer to disaffected Angli-
cans to join the Catholic Church while still maintaining many of their own
spiritual traditions. In early 2010 he was the subject of allegations that he
failed to take timely action against paedophile priests while prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (1981-2005), where he had
responsibility for dealing with clerical abuse. The Vatican denied any wrong-
doing but in Sept. 2010, while making the first papal visit to the United
Kingdom since 1982, Benedict acknowledged that the paedophile scandal
had undermined the moral credibility of the Church.

In Nov. 2010, in an apparent shift in traditional Vatican policy towards
contraception, it was reported that the Pope was prepared to countenance the
use of condoms to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Following a bomb attack on a Christian church in Alexandria, Egypt,
Benedict called on Middle Eastern governments in Jan. 2011 to do more to
protect religious minorities in their countries. This prompted the Egyptian
government to recall its ambassador to the Vatican in protest at perceived
interference in its internal affairs. He made a similar appeal for religious
tolerance in Jan. 2012 following the bombing of a Christian church in Nigeria.

In July 2011 the Irish prime minister accused the Vatican of having tried to
downplay the extent of sexual abuse of children by Catholic clergy in Ireland.
In response, the Vatican recalled its envoy from Dublin.

In his traditional Christmas message from the Vatican in Dec. 2012,
Benedict called for an end to hostilities in Syria and a resumption of Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations. He also controversially denounced gay marriage as a
‘manipulation of nature’.

In an unexpected move, Benedict announced his resignation from the
papacy on 11 Feb. 2013, citing declining health and advanced age. The Pope
stepped down on 28 Feb., being the first pope to resign since 1415.

Introduction

Bjarni Benediktsson was sworn in as prime minister on 11 Jan. 2017, having
previously been minister of finance and economic affairs in the outgoing
coalition that was defeated in parliamentary elections in Oct. 2016. He is the
chairman of the centre-right Independence Party (SSF), which traditionally
dominated Icelandic politics from its formation in 1929 until it lost its
uninterrupted status as the largest party in the wake of the 2008—09 financial
crisis that bankrupted Iceland. Bjarni Benediktsson shares his name with an
unrelated former prime minister of Iceland who served from 1963-70. He
only held office for ten months, with Katrin Jakobsdottir succeeding him as
prime minister.

Early Life

Benediktsson was born in Reykjavik on 26 Jan. 1970. He studied law at the
University of Iceland before furthering his education in Germany and the
United States. After returning to his home country, he entered parliament as
an SSF representative at the 2003 election. He subsequently served on
committees overseeing the economy and taxation, health and social security,
and industry, and was chairman of the foreign affairs committee from 2007
to 2009.

The SSF resigned from government in 2009 amid popular protests over
the extent of Iceland’s financial collapse. Benediktsson was appointed party
chairman. In the ensuing parliamentary election it gained only 16 seats, an
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historic low for a party that had gained the largest share of the vote in every
election since its establishment 80 years earlier. In the wake of the disastrous
campaign, the SSF entered as a junior partner into government with the Social
Democratic Alliance.

Benediktsson campaigned in the 2013 poll on a programme of restoring
growth after a period of severe austerity. He pledged to lower taxes and take
steps to reduce the heavy burden of debt on households. He offered to resign
the chairmanship of the party only two weeks before the election following an
attempted coup from within his own ranks, a move credited with boosting his
appeal to the electorate. In the election, held on 27 April 2013, the SSF gained
19 (out of a total of 63) seats, against the same number for the Progressive
Party (FSF) and nine for the Social Democratic Alliance. The SSF then joined
a new coalition headed by Sigmundur David Gunnlaugsson of the Progres-
sive Party and Benediktsson took over the finance and economic affairs
portfolio.

In April 2016 Gunnlaugsson stepped down after reports in the so-called
Panama Papers of his secret offshore investments triggered mass public
protests and demands for another election. The FSF deputy leader, Sigurdur
Ingi Johannsson, meanwhile became interim premier.

At the poll in Oct. 2016 the SSF emerged as the largest party with
21 parliamentary seats, but weeks of inter-party negotiations followed before
Benediktsson could form a new SSF-led coalition with the centre-right
Reform Party (Vidreisn) and centrist Bright Future in Jan. 2017.

Career Peak

Having taken office, Benediktsson was unable to draw a line under the
political fall-out from the Panama Papers, as he declined a request by a
parliamentary standing committee to answer questions about tax evasion by
Icelanders amid international media reports that he had been similarly impli-
cated. In Sept. 2017, following revelations of an alleged scandal involving
Benediktsson’s father, Bright Future announced that they would end their
co-operation with the government only nine months after the swearing-in of
the cabinet. After the subsequent Nov. 2017 snap parliamentary election,
President Johannesson asked Katrin Jakobsdottir of the Left-Green Move-
ment (VG) to form a new government. She replaced Benediktsson as prime
minister on 30 Nov. 2017.

Later Life

As had been agreed as part of the coalition agreement between the VG, the
SSF and the FSF, Jakobsdottir appointed Benediktsson as finance and eco-
nomic affairs minister.

Introduction

Zionist leader and Labour statesman, David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the state
of Israel on 14 May 1948. He was Israel’s first and longest serving prime
minister over two terms from 1948-53 and 1955-63. He died in Tel Aviv on
1 Dec. 1973.

Early Life

Ben-Gurion was born in Plonsk, in what is now Poland, in Oct. 1886. The son
of an ardent Zionist, he migrated to Palestine in 1906. At the outbreak of the
First World War he was expelled by the then ruling Ottoman authorities and
went to the United States before returning to Palestine as a soldier in the
Jewish Legion of the British Army. In the 1920s Ben-Gurion and others
founded the Histadrut (General Federation of Jewish Labour). He served as
its first secretary general until 1935, meanwhile assuming the leadership of
the Mapai Party, formed from several labour factions. In 1935 he became head
of the Jewish Agency, a government-in-waiting among the Jews of Palestine
under the British mandate. At the end of the Second World War he orches-
trated the Jewish campaign for statehood, becoming prime minister and
minister of defence in 1948 of a territory under siege from hostile Arab
neighbours.
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Career Peak

Having secured the new state’s military survival, Ben-Gurion sought to
encourage and integrate waves of Jewish immigrants and to create a national,
regular army—the Israel Defence Forces (IDF). In foreign affairs, he adopted
a pro-Western policy, which set the stage for a closer strategic alliance with
Britain and France. Having resigned from office in Dec. 1953, he resumed the
premiership in Nov. 1955. In the 1956 Suez crisis, Israel colluded with Britain
and France in an attack on Egypt in retaliation for Col. Nasser’s nationaliza-
tion of the Suez Canal. Israel, Britain and France were forced to withdraw
under pressure from the United States and the United Nations.

Ben-Gurion resigned as prime minister in June 1963, probably as a result
of division within the Mapai Party. He formed a new party (Rafi) in 1965 and
retired from public life in 1970. He died in 1973.

Introduction

Abdelilah Benkirane became prime minister in Nov. 2011 after his moderate,
left-leaning Islamist party won a majority in legislative elections. Although
reappointed in Oct. 2016 following further elections, he failed to form a new
government and was dismissed in March 2017 by the King pending the
installation of a successor. He nonetheless retained the premiership in a
caretaker capacity.

Early Life

Benkirane was born in Rabat on 4 April 1954 and graduated in science and
engineering in 1979. In 1983 he jointly founded a moderate, left-leaning
Islamist group, Al Jamaa Al Islamiya, despite official resistance. In 1997
Benkirane and other moderate Islamists joined forces with the Popular Dem-
ocratic and Constitutional Movement (MPDC) and in polling in Nov. he was
elected to parliament. The following year the MPDC changed its name to the
Party of Justice and Development (PJD).

In Sept. 2002 Benkirane was re-elected as the PJD took 42 parliamentary
seats and in July 2008 he was elected party leader. Reformist protests in Feb.
2011, echoing unrest across the Arab world, led the King to amend the
constitution in July to give new powers to a prime minister selected from
the largest party in parliament. Following elections in Nov. 2011 the PJD
formed a coalition with three parties that had been part of previous govern-
ments and Benkirane was appointed premier.

Career Peak

Benkirane aimed to achieve ambitious economic growth targets and to bring
down unemployment by 2017. However, in May 2012 thousands rallied in
Casablanca demanding jobs, accusing the government of failing to deliver on
promised reforms.

Following the resignation of the Istiglal Party from the government in
mid-2013, Benkirane forged a power-sharing administration with the
National Rally of Independents in Oct. that year. In Oct. 2016 the PJD
again emerged as the largest party in elections and Benkirane was reappointed
prime minister. However, his subsequent struggle to form a new coalition
reflected a polarized political atmosphere and public anger over perceived
abuses of state power and continuing unemployment. In March 2017 the king
removed him from office, although Benkirane remained prime minister in a
caretaker capacity ahead of the formal appointment of his successor.

Introduction

President of Guatemala from Jan. 2004 to Jan. 2008, Oscar Berger Perdomo
of the Grand National Alliance (GANA) was previously twice mayor of the
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capital, Guatemala City. On 14 Jan. 2008 Berger was succeeded by Alvaro
Colom after Colom won the presidential elections in Nov. 2007.

Early Life

Bormn into a wealthy family on 11 Aug. 1946 in Guatemala City, Berger
received a private education culminating in his graduation from the Jesuit
Rafael Landivar University as a lawyer and notary. Having supported Alvaro
Arzu, a classmate from university and later president of Guatemala, in his
successful campaign in the mid-1980s to become mayor of Guatemala City,
Berger then held this position himself from 1991-99. At the end of the 1980s,
Berger and Arzii formed the National Advancement Party (PAN) to take
advantage of what they saw as a gap in the political spectrum, hitherto
dominated by conservative and far-right parties. Standing for the PAN in
the Nov.—Dec. 1999 presidential elections, Berger lost to the FRG candidate,
Alfonso Cabrera, in the second round of voting.

Career Peak

In late 2003 Berger stood again as a presidential election candidate, this time
for the GANA, and won the second round run-off with 54.1% of the vote. He
was sworn in on 14 Jan. 2004. Despite his personal victory, his GANA
coalition failed to secure a congressional majority and he has faced political
opposition to his government’s programme. He has introduced improvements
in education and health programmes and also initiated reductions in the armed
forces. In Sept. 2006 some 3,000 troops and police stormed a prison con-
trolled by inmates. In Oct. 2005 a state of emergency was declared following a
devastating hurricane.

On 4 Nov. 2007 Alvaro Colom, leader of the social-democratic National
Union of Hope (UNE), narrowly won the presidential election on a platform
of economic development and fighting crime. Colom, who faced Berger in a
run-off vote in Dec. 2003, was inaugurated on 14 Jan. 2008, succeeding
Berger for a 4 year term.

Introduction

Former president Dr Sali Berisha returned as prime minister in Sept. 2005
after 8 years in opposition. He was a leading opponent of the communist
regime in the late 1980s and served as Albania’s first elected post-communist
president from 1992-97. Breathing life into Albania’s ailing economy,
reforming its institutions and tackling corruption and organized crime have
remained his policy priorities. Following parliamentary elections in June
2009, Berisha retained the premiership at the head of a new coalition formed
in Sept. between his Democratic Party of Albania and its allies and the
Socialist Movement for Integration.

Early Life

Sali Ram Berisha was born in Vugidol in northern Albania on 15 Oct. 1944,
the year in which the communist leader, Enver Hoxha, seized power and
established a hard-line Stalinist regime. Berisha graduated in medicine from
the University of Tirana in 1967, subsequently specializing in cardiology and
publishing numerous textbooks and scientific papers. He joined the commu-
nist Party of Labour in 1971.

In the late 1980s Berisha was one of a group of intellectuals who called for
democratic reforms. Following student protests at the University of Tirana in
Dec. 1990, he founded the PD and was elected a member of parliament in the
country’s first multi-party elections on 31 March 1991. During the PD’s first
Congress in Sept. 1991 Berisha was voted chairman and led the party to
victory in the general election of 22 March 1992. Elected president of Albania
on 9 April 1992, he set out to open up the economy, promote foreign
investment and reform the country’s institutions. However, the administration
was marred by corruption and Albania remained mired in poverty. Tens of
thousands emigrated and Berisha faced growing opposition to his increas-
ingly authoritarian rule, particularly in the south of the country.

Support for Berisha was further eroded by the collapse of various pyramid
investment schemes in 1997. An uprising in the south threatened to spill over
into civil war and tensions remained high when Berisha refused to step down

Berisha, Sali (Albania)

after the electoral victory of a socialist-led coalition in June 1997. He even-
tually resigned under international pressure on 23 July 1997, to be replaced by
the head of the Socialist Party, Rexhep Meidani. Fatos Nano, a fellow socialist
and arch-rival of Berisha, became prime minister.

Tensions between the two main parties remained. Berisha accused Fatos
Nano’s administration of corruption and incompetence and withdrew from
parliament between 1998 and early 2002. The arrival of hundreds of thou-
sands of ethnic Albanian refugees from Kosovo in 1999 placed further strain
on the faltering economy and infrastructure. Berisha fought the general
election on 3 July 2005 on an anti-corruption platform and the PD claimed
victory, although foreign monitors criticized the vote as falling short of
international standards. Having formed a coalition with other centre-right
groups to take control of 81 of the 140 seats in the legislature, Berisha was
sworn in as prime minister on 11 Sept. 2005.

Career Peak

Berisha promised to build a ‘social state’ by streamlining the government and
purging it of corrupt elements, reducing taxes and enabling private enterprise
to flourish. He also declared his aim of eventual Albanian membership of
NATO and the EU. In June 2006 his government signed a Stabilization and
Association Agreement with the EU after 3 years of negotiations, and in April
2009 Albania joined NATO and applied for EU membership.

Berisha presided over an improvement in the economy, a revival of
agriculture and the attraction of greater foreign investment. However,
Albania’s reputation for lawlessness has endured and criticisms of the
country’s ineffective judicial system remain. In March 2008 Berisha removed
the defence minister, Fatmir Mediu, from office following a series of explo-
sions at an ammunition depot near Tirana airport which killed 26 people and
injured 250 more.

A new coalition government comprising the PD, the Republican Party of
Albania, the Party for Justice and Integration and the Socialist Movement for
Integration, with Berisha retaining the premiership, was sworn in on 17 Sept.
2009 following earlier parliamentary elections. However, the opposition
Socialist Party maintained that the election result was fraudulent. The party’s
consequent campaign of demonstrations, civil disobedience and boycotting
parliament resulted in political paralysis and prompted the EU’s refusal in
Nov. 2010 to grant Albania candidate membership status. The political
climate deteriorated further in Jan. 2011 when an anti-government rally in
the capital resulted in the killing of four protesters by security forces and led
Berisha to accuse the opposition leader of trying to instigate a coup.

The parliamentary elections held in June 2013 were won by the opposi-
tion. Berisha publicly accepted the result and announced responsibility for the
defeat. The following month he stepped down from the leadership of the
PD. In Sept. 2013 Edi Rama succeeded Berisha as prime minister.

Introduction

Silvio Berlusconi was Italy’s longest-serving post-war prime minister, having
served a total of three terms. His first government in 1994 lasted less than
8 months. He was returned to power as the head of Italy’s government on
14 May 2001. His appointment was controversial, with many protesting that
his position as the owner of the country’s three main private television
networks meant that he was able to unfairly influence the outcome of the
election. Nevertheless, his centre-right coalition achieved a convincing
majority in both the Senate and the lower house. In April 2005 the coalition
collapsed, triggering a brief political crisis before another centre-right coali-
tion under his premiership won a vote of confidence. His term ended in 2006
when his government lost parliamentary elections to Romano Prodi’s Union
coalition. However, after Prodi’s own coalition collapsed in Feb. 2008,
Berlusconi emerged victorious from the general election held in April.
Berlusconi’s third term was marred by scandals whilst he struggled to solve
fiscal problems related to the European debt crisis. After losing his parlia-
mentary majority he resigned in Nov. 2011.
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Early Life

The son of a bank clerk, Silvio Berlusconi was born in Milan on 29 Sept.
1936. After graduating from the University of Milan he embarked on a career
in property development, acquiring a large personal fortune by the early
1970s. In 1974 he founded a cable television company, Telemilano, which
was later at the forefront of his campaign to end the state’s monopoly on
national television. By the end of the decade Berlusconi had established the
country’s first commercial television network, Canale 5. By this time he had
also amassed stock in retail outlets, cinemas, AC Milan football club and
publishing. These holdings were consolidated under a new umbrella organi-
zation that Berlusconi dubbed Fininvest. The conglomerate expanded
throughout the 1980s and at its peak controlled over 150 separate businesses.

In Jan. 1994 a series of high profile corruption and bribery scandals
engulfed the government and prompted demands for reforms. It was in this
atmosphere that Berlusconi entered the political arena. He founded a new
party, Forza Italia, which attracted floating voters disenchanted with politics
after the demise of the Christian Democrats and Socialists. Forza Italia
proclaimed its agenda as one of justice, economic liberalization and the
reduction of bureaucracy and government intervention in commerce and
industry. To secure power, the party allied itself with the right-wing Northern
League and the neo-Fascist National Alliance. Called House of Freedoms
(Casa delle Liberta), this coalition won a majority of seats in the Chamber of
Deputies on 28 March 1994. Berlusconi, as the leader of the largest party in
the alliance, was sworn in as prime minister in May.

Career Peak

Berlusconi’s first term of office was short-lived. He immediately became
entangled in a legal battle against political opponents who accused him of
corruption and conflicts of interest. In Dec. 1994 an official investigation
began into his past business dealings, prompting a no confidence vote. He
resigned on 22 Dec. 1994. In the 1996 elections Berlusconi lost to Romano
Prodi’s centre-left Olive Tree coalition. Prodi left office in 1998 when he
himself lost a no confidence vote.

Despite the popularity of the Olive Tree government, its leader in the 2001
elections, Francesco Rutelli, was unable to muster enough support to return
the coalition to power. By this time Berlusconi’s reputation had recovered.
The centre-right won 368 seats in the Chamber of Deputies (a gain of 65 seats)
compared to the Olive Tree’s 242. In the Senate the centre-right coalition
secured 177 of 315 seats, while the centre-left won just 125. This performance
was enough to ensure Berlusconi the premiership.

Berlusconi pledged to cut taxes, raise pensions and create 1.5 m. new jobs.
He also promised to form a stable government that would remain in power for
the full five-year term. However, his term was marred by efforts to prosecute
him for corruption and financial wrongdoing. Although his convictions for
illegal party financing, false accounting and bribery were quashed, he stood
trial in early 2003 for bribing the judiciary and business malpractice. How-
ever, in June 2003 parliament passed a law granting immunity from prosecu-
tion for leading government figures while they held office and Berlusconi’s
trial was dropped. Two of his smaller coalition partners threatened to leave
government until the justice minister announced in Aug. 2003 that a judicial
enquiry into Berlusconi’s commercial affairs would still go ahead. Neverthe-
less, in Dec. 2004 he was cleared by the courts of a charge relating to his
business aftairs in the 1980s and another charge was dropped by virtue of the
statute of limitations.

Meanwhile, in the aftermath of the attacks on the USA on 11 Sept. 2001,
Berlusconi gave firm support to the US war on terror, backing military action
in Afghanistan and Iraq, where Italian troops were deployed in the multina-
tional forces.

On 20 April 2005 the centre-right coalition collapsed following a poor
showing in regional elections. Berlusconi was forced to resign, but was
reappointed a few days later by President Ciampi and formed a new coalition
of all the parties in the previous administration. In April 2006 parliamentary
elections were held, with House of Freedoms losing to Romano Prodi’s
centre-left coalition, Union. The results of the elections were close and
disputed by Berlusconi, who claimed electoral fraud. He then called for a
grand coalition government and for a House of Freedoms speaker in the
Senate, where Union gained 158 seats to House of Freedoms’ 156. He finally
tendered his resignation on 2 May 2006, 3 weeks after his defeat. He remained
in office as caretaker until Prodi was sworn in and formed the new govern-
ment on 17 May 2006.

In Feb. 2008 Prodi’s coalition collapsed and elections were called for
April. Berlusconi announced he would stand for a third term, with the
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intention of completing the reform programme started during his previous
tenure. Attacking the left for ‘bringing Italy to its knees’. he steered an
alliance of centre-right parties to victory in the April elections and, in
March 2009, oversaw the inaugural congress of the alliance (but excluding
the independent Northern League) as a single People of Freedom (PdL) party.

Berlusconi’s government was confronted by Italy’s slide into economic
recession under the shadow of its huge public debt and in the wake of the
global financial crisis. In Oct. 2009 Italy’s Constitutional Court overturned
the law granting Berlusconi immunity from prosecution while in office. The
ruling meant that he could face trial in two possible court actions. Also in
2009, the prime minister came under increasing media and opposition scru-
tiny over allegations about his conduct in his private life. On 13 Dec. 2009 he
sustained facial injuries in an assault by a single assailant after addressing a
rally in Milan.

Despite anti-government demonstrations backed by the opposition and
the trade unions, Berlusconi’s PAL made gains at the expense of the centre-left
in regional elections in March 2010. However, in Aug. the government lost its
parliamentary majority after more than 30 deputies broke away from the PdL,
forming the Future and Freedom for Italy party (led by Gianfranco Fini, a
former Berlusconi ally). The government subsequently survived several
no-confidence votes up to Dec. but Berlusconi’s political authority was
further undermined as four ministers resigned in Nov. and claims about his
personal life continued to surface. In Feb. 2011 he was indicted to stand trial
by a judge on charges of paying a minor for sex and abuse of power.

On 8 Nov. 2011, amid growing fiscal problems related to the European
debt crisis, Berlusconi lost his parliamentary majority. Berlusconi resigned on
13 Now. after politicians approved an austerity package to protect the country
and eurozone from financial collapse. His resignation was met with celebra-
tion outside the presidential palace.

Later Life

In Oct. 2012 a court in Milan convicted Berlusconi of tax fraud and sentenced
him to 4 years in jail, although this was reduced to 1 year almost immediately.
In May 2013 the appeals court upheld the 4-year sentence and reinstated a
S-year ban from public office that Berlusconi was given in Oct. Berlusconi
was expelled from the Senate following his conviction and could face arrest
over other criminal cases, having been stripped of immunity from
prosecution.

In June 2013 he was found guilty of procuring an under-age dancer for
sexual purposes and other related charges of abuse of power. He received a
7-year prison term and a lifelong ban from public office but in July 2014 an
appeal court overturned his conviction.

Introduction

Andris Bérzins became president in June 2011 after an election dominated by
rows over parliamentary links to business. A former banker, Bérzins leads the
Union of Greens and Farmers and advocates economic reforms and the
consolidation of ties with the European Union (EU).

Early Life

Andris Bérzin§ was born on 10 Dec. 1944 in Nitaure. After schooling in
Nitaure and Sigulda, he studied radio engineering at the Riga Polytechnic
Institute from 1966-71. He worked for R/A Elektrons from 1971-88, even-
tually as managing director. From 1987-88 he studied industrial planning at
the University of Latvia, and from 1988-89 served as deputy minister of
municipal services of the Latvian SSR. He was elected to the district council
of the city of Valmiera in 1989, serving as its chairman until 1993. From
1990-93 he represented Valmiera on the Supreme Council of the Republic of
Latvia, where he joined the Popular Front grouping. On 4 May 1990 he voted
for Latvian independence from the USSR.

Between 1990 and 1992 Berzins served on the supervisory council of the
Bank of Latvia, as the country began its conversion to a market economy. In
1993 he was appointed president of the newly founded commercial bank,
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Latvijas Unibanka, overseeing its rapid growth until leaving the post in 2004.
During this period he extended his own business interests into property.

In 2005 Bérzins unsuccessfully stood for mayor of Riga, representing the
Union of Greens and Farmers. He was president of the Latvian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry from 2006 until 2010, and from 2007-09 was
chairman of the supervisory council of the state-owned Latvenergo electricity
company. In 2010 he entered parliament as a member of the Union of Greens
and Farmers, which formed a coalition government with the Unity party.

From 2010 he served a year as chairman of the economic, agricultural,
environmental and regional policy committee. In June 2011 he was elected
president by parliament, beating the incumbent Valdis Zatlers in a second
round of voting after Zatlers had accused MPs of being lax on corruption.

Career Peak

Bérzins took office on 8 July 2011, promising to work independently of
Latvia’s oligarchs. He prioritized economic growth and the restoration of
trust in the nation’s democratic institutions. He also sought to consolidate
Latvia’s position in the EU, overseeing the country’s adoption of the euro on
1 Jan. 2014. In the same month he appointed Laimdota Straujuma as Latvia’s
first female prime minister.

In April 2015, ahead of presidential elections scheduled for June, Bérzins
announced that he would not be seeking a second term. Raimonds V&jonis
took over from Bérzins on 8 July.

Introduction

Baburam Bhattarai became prime minister in Aug. 2011. His principal chal-
lenge was to draft a new constitution by the scheduled date of 28 May 2012
(exactly 4 years after Nepal became a republic). However, against an increas-
ingly polarized political background, he failed to achieve this aim and was
also unable to deliver fresh elections promised for Nov. after opposition
parties refused to cooperate over electoral arrangements.

Early Life

Baburam Bhattarai was born on 18 June 1954 in Khoplang, Gorkha District.
As a schoolboy he achieved among the nation’s highest test results and
graduated in architecture at the Chandigarh College of Architecture in
1977. He completed a master’s degree in town and country planning from
the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi in 1979 and received a
doctorate in regional development planning from Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, New Delhi in 1986. While in India he founded the All India Nepalese
Students’ Association and in 1981 joined the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN). On his return to Nepal he became a Politburo Member of CPN (Unity
Centre) and later of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), which has in the
meantime become the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist).

On 4 Feb. 1996 Bhattarai submitted a 40-point memorandum to the
government on behalf of the United People’s Front. Shortly afterwards he
went into hiding when the Maoists launched their armed insurgency, emerg-
ing in 2003 as the Maoist party spokesman. He was a leading negotiator on
the Nov. 2006 Comprehensive Peace Accord. In 2008 he was elected to
parliament representing Gorkha constituency no. 2 and served as finance
minister in Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s short-lived government.

Parliament elected Bhattarai prime minister on 28 Aug. 2011 after the
political parties failed to form a consensus government following Jhalanath
Khanal’s resignation. Bhattarai received 340 of the 575 votes cast. He was
sworn in the following day.

Career Peak

Bhattarai’s main challenge was to forge a cross-party consensus and draft a
new constitution before 28 May 2012, at which point the Constituent Assem-
bly was scheduled to be dissolved after a Nov. 2011 deadline was missed.
However, the May 2012 deadline was also missed and Bhattarai then failed to
hold promised new elections scheduled for Nov., which aggravated the
political stalemate and heightened tensions between his government and
President Yadav.

Bhattarai, Baburam (Nepal)

Meanwhile, in Nov. 2011 Bhattarai had secured the support of opposition
parties and his own party hard-liners for a programme that would integrate
into the army a third of the nation’s 19,000 former Maoist fighters, while
offering re-training and financial assistance to the rest. Securing the future of
the fighters was seen as a major component of the peace process.

Later Life

In June 2016 Bhattarai founded Naya Shakti, a new party and alternative
political force leaning towards economic development and the control of
corruption.

Introduction

Benazir Bhutto served as Pakistan’s prime minister between 1988-90 and
1993-96, becoming the first woman to head an Islamic state. She entered
politics when her father, former prime minister Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, was
overthrown in a military coup. After his execution in 1979 she went on to
lead the Pakistani People’s Party (PPP) to electoral victory. Though absent
from active politics and banned from contesting the premiership, Bhutto was
the most vociferous critic of President Musharraf’s leadership and maintained
her role at head of the PPP. She returned to Pakistan from voluntary exile in
late 2007 ahead of elections in 2008. On 27 Dec. 2007 she was assassinated as
she left a political rally.

Early Life

Benazir Bhutto was born in Karachi on 21 June 1953 to the wealthy, land-
holding family of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and Nusrat Bhutto. Her father was
Pakistan’s leader from 1971 until 1977 while her mother acted as deputy
prime minister in his cabinet. Having received an early education in Pakistan,
she studied at Harvard and then Oxford University, graduating in philosophy,
politics and economics, before taking a further course in international law and
diplomacy. In Jan. 1977 she was elected president of the Oxford student
union.

She returned to Pakistan in June 1977 with the aim of joining the Pakistani
foreign service, but the following month her father was removed from power
in a coup led by Zia ul-Haq and she was placed under house arrest. As the
campaign against her father intensified, Bhutto became strongly linked with
the PPP. In 1979 Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was hanged for conspiracy to murder.
Benazir began a period of activism against Zia ul-Haq’s government which
lasted until 1985, during which she spent several years imprisoned (including
ten months in solitary confinement) and 2 years living in exile in the
UK. Despite political persecution, in 1981 she co-founded the Movement
for the Restoration of Democracy.

In Nov. 1985 Zia lifted martial law and the following April Benazir
Bhutto returned to Pakistan to a rapturous welcome. In May 1986 she was
elected co-chairwoman of the PPP alongside her mother, backed by a growing
tide of support for Zia’s removal from power. Zia’s death in 1988 led to
national elections in which the PPP won the largest single bloc of seats (92 out
0f207). An alliance with the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM) gave them a
majority and a government was formed with Bhutto at its head. She was
sworn in as prime minister on 2 Dec., aged 35, becoming the youngest leader
in Pakistan’s history and the first woman to lead an Islamic government.

Career Peak

Bhutto’s victory was warmly welcomed by Western governments, eager to
see an end to Zia’s military dictatorship and the inauguration of a more
amenable democratic government. In power she showed herself keen to
continue the socialist policies of her father, introducing a People’s Program,
designed to channel resources to the poor, introducing a monthly minimum
wage, and lifting the ban on student and trade unions. Despite this, she proved
herself unable to cope with a rising crime rate and the poor state of the
economy. She also lacked the ability to ally Islamism and socialism in the
same way that had marked her father’s period in power. A narrowly won
no-confidence motion in Nov. 1989 and the break-away of the MQM from its
coalition with the PPP weakened Bhutto’s government. Disputes with
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President Ghulam Ishaq Khan over the appointment of military and judiciary
officials led to a growing rift and on 6 Aug. 1990 Bhutto’s government was
dismissed on charges of ‘economic mismanagement, corruption and decline
in law and order’. Elections were held in Oct. 1990 but were lost to the
Muslim League, headed by Nawaz Sharif, forcing the PPP into opposition.

The PPP was returned to power in 1993 at the head of another coalition
with Bhutto as prime minister and Farooq Leghari replacing Ghulam Ishaq
Khan as president. Although Bhutto demonstrated a more seasoned approach
during her second tenure, establishing firm ties with the military, accusations
of corruption continued to plague her. Her husband, appointed minister of
investments in her cabinet, had been convicted on various charges of corrup-
tion in 1990 and was now accused of receiving kickbacks in government
deals. Bhutto’s government was dismissed in 1996 on the same grounds as
in 1990.

Later Life

Bhutto was defeated in the national elections of 1997 and seemed a spent
political force. In 1999 further charges of corruption and of involvement in
the murder of Bhutto’s brother, a political rival, forced her into exile in the UK
and the UAE from where she appealed against the charges. In 2001 the
Supreme Court of Pakistan ordered a retrial and set aside the charges of
corruption. Under President Musharraf’s government, however, the anti-
corruption platform which served to support his military coup meant the
continued ostracization of Bhutto.

In national elections held in Oct. 2002 the PPP came second to the pro-
Musharraf Pakistan Muslim League (Quaid-e-Azam), despite winning a
higher percentage of votes. Bhutto declined the opportunity to lead the
party at the head of a national government. After 5 years apart, Bhutto and
her husband were reunited in late 2004 but in 2006 the two were subject of an
Interpol arrest warrant, instigated by Pakistan, on charges of corruption.
Bhutto challenged its legal validity.

In 2007 she made a number of high-profile appearances in the West,
meeting major political figures and appearing in the media. From mid-2007
the possibility emerged of Musharraf surrendering his military role but
retaining the presidency, with Bhutto or a Bhutto-appointee coming in as
prime minister. There was also speculation that the PPP might enter into a
power-sharing agreement with the party of her historic political rival, Nawaz
Sharif.

Ahead of the 2008 election and with the outstanding charges of corruption
against her waived, she returned to Pakistan on 18 Oct. 2007. As she made her
way to a rally in Karachi, a suicide bomber killed over 130 people and injured
450, though Bhutto was unscathed. At the beginning of Nov. Musharraf
declared a state of emergency and Bhutto (along with other leading opposition
figures) was temporarily placed under house arrest. When Musharraf was
sworn in as a now civilian president at the end of the month, he pledged to lift
the state of emergency by mid-Dec. Bhutto responded by launching her
election manifesto, based around improving ‘employment, education, energy,
environment, equality’.

On 27 Dec. 2007 Bhutto was leaving a PPP rally in Rawalpindi when a
suicide bomber attacked her car. She and 20 others died. The exact cause of
death has been disputed but witnesses suggested shots were fired at her by a
gunman. Her death was met with riots throughout the country. Al-Qaeda
claimed responsibility for the killing.

Introduction

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was Pakistan’s leader between 1971-77. His period in
power was marked by an Islamization of Pakistan on socialist principles. He
remains a controversial figure, at once acclaimed for his non-aligned foreign
policy and supportive measures towards Pakistan’s poor rural population yet
equally criticised for his aggressively anti-Indian outlook and his drive
towards turning Pakistan into a nuclear state.
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Early Life

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was born on 5 Jan. 1928 in Larkana district to a wealthy,
land-owning family. His father, Shahnawaz Khan Bhutto, had been a prom-
inent figure in pre-independent Indian politics and had received a knighthood.
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto studied at Bombay Cathedral high school before joining
the Berkley campus at the University of Southern California in 1949, going
on to become the first Asian elected to Berkley student council. Graduating
with honours in political science, he left to study law at Christ Church college,
Oxford, in 1950. In 1951 he married Nusrat Ispahani with whom he had four
children. In 1953 Bhutto was called to the bar at Lincoln’s Inn, London, but
left England to set up a legal practise in Karachi.

A charismatic orator, Bhutto’s rise to political importance began through his
successful leadership of several Pakistani delegations to the UN between
1957-65. In 1958, at the age of 30, he was appointed minister of commerce,
becoming the youngest cabinet member in Ayub Khan’s government. He took
responsibility for several other portfolios, including information and national
reconstruction (1959), fuel, power and natural resources (1960), and foreign
Affairs (1963-66). In the last of these posts Bhutto was influential in directing
Ayub Khan’s foreign policy towards closer ties with China and an increasingly
hostile stance towards India. Leading a delegation to the UN, Bhutto courted
western disapproval by going against the US and voting for China’s membership.

The 1965 war between Pakistan and India and the failure to gain control of
Kashmir led to a growing divide between Bhutto and Khan. Bhutto, who felt
that Khan had failed to represent Pakistan’s interests in the Tashkent declara-
tion which followed the war, remained vigourously opposed to the develop-
ment of bilateral relations, famously declaring at a UN security council
meeting that Pakistan would fight for Kashmir ‘for a thousand years’. In
June 1966 he resigned from the cabinet in protest to the Tashkent declaration.

In Nov. 1967 Bhutto founded the Islamic socialist Pakistani People’s Party
(PPP) with the slogan, ‘Islam is our Faith, Democracy is our Policy, Socialism
is our Economy, All Power to the People’. His party began agitation against
Ayub Khan’s government and Bhutto himself led a Mass Movement for the
Restoration of Democracy in 1968 for which he was subsequently arrested.

In elections held on 7 Dec. 1970 the PPP gained a massive majority in West
Pakistan while in East Pakistan the Awami League, under Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was the biggest party. Yayha Khan, who had replaced Ayub Khan as
president, was unable to stem the seccessionist movement in East Pakistan and
after the 1971 war between East and West Pakistan (which led to the creation of
Bangladesh) he resigned, leaving Bhutto in power. Bhutto subsequently
became President and Chief Martial Law Administrator of Pakistan.

Career Peak

In 1972 martial law, which had been imposed under Yayha Khan’s rule, was
lifted. In April 1973 a new constitution, which designated Islam as the state
religion, was unanimously accepted and in Aug. Bhutto was elected as prime
minister.

Bhutto set about a range of reforms, including the nationalization of key
industries, the setting of land ownership ceilings and tax reliefs for the rural
poor. His government’s withdrawal of Pakistan from a number of interna-
tional groups such as SEATO and the British Commonwealth formed part of a
wider foreign policy in which he sought to draw together the support of third
world, Islamic countries and to move away from the ties to the western
hemisphere which his predecessors had fostered. His desire to place Pakistan
at the helm of these new international alliances came with nuclear aspirations.
Despite warnings from US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, in Nov. 1972
Pakistan’s first nuclear power plant was established at Karachi.

Bhutto won popularity in 1972 with the signing of the Simla Agreement
which saw 93,000 prisoners from the 1971 war returned to Pakistan. Over the
following years he oversaw the establishment of the Pakistan Steel Mills, the
Port Qasim Authority and the Quaid-e-Azam University. Yet his successes
were marked by his repression of political dissent. In the run-up to national
elections in 1977 nine opposition parties came together to form the Pakistan
National Alliance (PNA). Though the elections were won by the PPP, there
were accusations of vote rigging. The PNA subsequently withdrew from local
elections and shortly afterwards fighting broke out. In an ill-advised attempt to
quell the situation Bhutto had opposition politicians arrested and on 5 July 1977
Muhammad Zia ul-Haq staged a coup. Bhutto was imprisoned for a month.

Later Life

On his release Bhutto toured the country which was greeted with enthusiasm.
Despite this, the new administration’s determination to show the past leader as
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corrupt culminated with his arrest for alleged involvement in the murder of a
political opponent in 1974. Bhutto protested innocence but was found guilty.
The death sentence was approved by the Supreme Court and on 4 April 1979
Bhutto was hanged. His daughter, Benazir, followed Zia ul-Haq as president
in 1988.

Introduction

Steve Biko was a founding member of South Africa’s Black Consciousness
Movement. His death as a result of injuries inflicted whilst in police custody
was powerfully symbolic of the political struggle of South African black
nationalists against a repressive state and transformed Biko into an interna-
tionally renowned martyr to his cause.

Early Life

Biko was born in King Williams Town, Cape Province on 18 Dec. 1946.
Having been expelled from school for political activism he enrolled at the
more liberal St Francis College and went on to study medicine at Natal
University Medical School where he became involved in the National
Union of South African Students. The NUSAS was a multiracial organization
working for racial equality in South Africa.

Career Peak

This view was in conflict with how Biko perceived the reality of NUSAS and
in 1968 he and some colleagues established the exclusively black ‘southern
African Students’ Organization’. Biko believed that political freedom could
only be achieved if blacks stopped feeling inferior to whites, saying ‘The most
potent weapon of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.” SASO’s aim
was to raise black self-esteem and confidence. The movement spread widely
throughout University campuses during the early “70s. In Feb. 1973 Biko and
his colleagues were served with ‘banning’ orders. They were not allowed to
communicate with each other and were restricted from attending social
gatherings. Steve Biko responded by operating covertly and established the
Zimele Trust Fund, a fund designed to help the families of political prisoners.

On 18 Aug. 1977 Steve Biko and a fellow activist were arrested and jailed
in Port Elizabeth. The Truth & Reconciliation Commission Report states that:

‘Stephen Bantu Biko died in police custody in Pretoria on 12 Sept.
1977. He was detained by the Security Branch in Port Elizabeth twenty-
four days earlier, and was subjected to interrogation, during which he
sustained serious brain injuries. He was examined by both a district
surgeon and a medic. He was then transported naked in the back of a
police van from Port Elizabeth to Pretoria. He died from brain damage
in a prison cell shortly after his arrival in Pretoria. . .Minister Kruger. . .
implied that Biko had died as a result of engaging in a hunger strike. At
the inquest, the security police claimed that Biko had “become violent”
during interrogation and had to be “subdued” by the interrogation team,
in the course of which he hit his head against the wall.” An inquest at the
time cleared the police of all allegations.

On 12 Sept. 1997 President Nelson Mandela called Steve Biko ‘one of the
greatest sons of our nation” and paid homage to him by unveiling a statue in
East London.

Introduction

Khalifa bin Hamad Al Thani deposed his cousin, Sheikh Ahmed bin Ali Al
Thani, on 22 Feb. 1972 to become ruler of Qatar. After 23 years in power he
was himself deposed by his son, Hamad bin Khalifa, in June 1995. This

Biko, Stephen Bantu (South Africa)

palace coup took place with the approval of the rest of the royal family and the
armed forces.

Early Life

Sheikh Khalifa was born into the ruling Al Thani dynasty in 1932, the son of
Sheikh Hamad bin Abdullah Al Thani, who was the Amir from 1940-48.
Hamad was succeeded by Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah (1949-60) and Ahmed bin
Ali (1960-72), neither of whom had any particular interest in supervising
day-to-day government and administration. By default, these duties were
assumed by Khalifa who was declared the heir apparent and deputy ruler in
Oct. 1960. By 1970 he was prime minister, having already headed the
ministries or departments of foreign affairs, finance and petroleum, education,
and police and internal security.

Career Peak

It was Khalifa who declared Qatar’s independence from Britain on 3 Sep.
1971, just a few months before becoming ruler. His assumption of power was
portrayed as a simple succession in Qatar, but Western opinion viewed the
event as an overthrow. Khalifa and other influential members of the Al Thani
family were believed to be concerned by Sheikh Ahmed’s financial profli-
gacy. In the wake of the country’s oil boom, Khalifa is credited with putting
into effect a programme of economic development and modernization, which
brought free health, education, and housing benefits to the broader popula-
tion. Politically, there were no significant moves towards democracy.

From the early 1990s Khalifa left daily government to his sons, particu-
larly Sheikh Hamad, the Crown Prince and defence minister. On 27 June 1995
Hamad took control of the country when his father was on a private visit to
Switzerland. Khalifa was linked to an attempted counter-coup in Feb. 1996,
before agreeing to release substantial state funds under his control in return
for a peaceful retirement.

Later Life
Khalifa died on 23 Oct. 2016 at the age of 84.

Introduction

Sheikh Hamad was the eighth member of the Al Thani family to rule Qatar,
having seized power from his father, Sheikh Khalifa, on 27 June 1995. After
18 years in power he abdicated in favour of his son, Crown Prince Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, on 25 June 2013.

Early Life

Born in Doha in 1952, Hamad graduated from the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst in 1971. He then joined the Qatari military with the rank of major.
In 1975 he was promoted to major-general and commander-in-chief of the
armed forces. On his appointment as Crown Prince and heir apparent in May
1977, he also became minister of defence.

Career Peak

Having ousted his father in 1995, Hamad appointed himself prime minister.
However, in Oct. 1996 he relinquished the premiership to his younger brother,
Sheikh Abdallah. The Amir is credited with initiating plans for an elected
consultative council (through the new constitution which he approved in
2004 and which took effect in June 2005), giving women the right to vote in
municipal elections (from 1999) and ending official media censorship. He has
also encouraged foreign investment in Qatar’s oil and natural gas industries.

In Aug. 2003 he named his fourth son as his heir apparent, and in April
2007 appointed his foreign minister and cousin, Sheikh Hamad bin Jasim bin
Jabir Al Thani, prime minister. To pre-empt pressure for political liberaliza-
tion in the wake of the discontent that spread across much of the Arab world
from early 2011, Hamad announced in Nov. that year that elections to Qatar’s
Advisory Council would be held in 2013 although by April 2013 no fixed date
had been set.
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In foreign relations he has overseen the resolution of long-standing
border disputes with Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. In 2011 Qatar was involved
in international military operations against the Gaddafi regime in Libya, a
fellow Arab state. The country’s profile on the world stage was raised in
Dec. 2010 when it successfully bid to host the football World Cup finals in
2022. In Sept. 2012 Hamad called on Arab nations to form a coalition to
intervene in the Syrian conflict, and in Oct. he made the first visit to Gaza by
a head of state since the Hamas government took control of the Palestinian
territory.

Hamad abdicated in June 2013 in favour of his 33-year-old fourth son,
Crown Prince Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. Hamad explained his
decision by stating it was appropriate time for the new generation to take
charge of the Gulf nation. Sheikh Hamad, aged 61, has been known to suffer
from health problems in recent years, but official sources claim that his health
did not influence the decision to abdicate.

Introduction

The ruler of Dubai emirate, Sheikh Maktoum became vice president and
prime minister of the UAE federal government following the death of his
father, Sheikh Rashid in 1990.

Early Life

Maktoum was born in 1941. The eldest of Rashid’s four sons, he assumed the
title of Crown Prince of Dubai. He served as the UAE’s first federal prime
minister of three cabinets before resigning in April 1979 in an effort to end
discord among the seven member emirates. This had arisen because of rivalry
among the rulers over the extent of federal government powers. Maktoum
became one of two deputy prime ministers in a new government led by his
father, Sheikh Rashid.

Career Peak

Following Rashid’s death on 7 Oct. 1990, Maktoum became the ruler of
Dubai and was sworn in the following month as federal prime minister (for a
second time) and vice president. He served in both positions until 4 Jan. 2006,
when he died after suffering a heart attack. He was succeeded by his brother,
Sheikh Muhammad bin Rashid al-Maktoum.

Introduction

The ruler of Dubai emirate from 1958-90, Sheikh Rashid was also vice
president of the UAE from its formation in 1971, and prime minister of the
federal government from 1979. His son, Sheikh Maktoum, succeeded on
Rashid’s death on 7 Oct. 1990. Sheikh Rashid is credited with Dubai’s
transformation into one of the most prosperous trading and commercial
centres in the Middle East.

Early Life

Sheikh Rashid was born in 1912, the eldest son of Sheikh Maktoum bin
Rashid al-Maktoum who ruled Dubai until his death in 1958. The
al-Maktoum family are a branch of the Bani Yas tribe that includes the
al-Nahyan, rulers of neighbouring Abu Dhabi. Rashid effectively ran the
state as Prince Regent from about 1940, and so his direction of Dubai’s
economic evolution straddled both the pre- and post-oil eras. Before oil was
discovered in the emirate, his administration had sought to modernize the
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territory, borrowing from neighbouring states to develop the Dubai Creek and
consolidating Dubai’s position as the main trading hub for the then Trucial
Coast.

Career Peak

In the late 1960s, oil was discovered in Dubai. Sheikh Rashid deployed export
revenues for construction and infrastructure projects. However, aware of the
risks of oil-dependency, he also promoted alternative industrial ventures—in
particular, the creation of Jebel Ali port (the world’s largest man-made
harbour) and free trade zone, west of Dubai city. Upon the withdrawal of
the British from the Gulf in 1971, Sheikh Rashid led Dubai into the new,
independent UAE as the second largest constituent emirate after Abu Dhabi.
He assumed the vice presidency and, in 1979, the federal premiership. He
retained both posts until his death, but played a background role during in the
1980s when he was in failing health. His four sons continued his policies.

Introduction

Shaikh Isa succeeded to the throne on 2 Nov. 1961, and took the title of Amir
on 16 Aug. 1971 following Bahrain’s independence from Britain. His long
reign ended on his death on 6 March 1999.

Early Life

Born in the village of Jasra on 3 July 1933, Shaikh Isa was educated in
Bahrain by private tutors. From the age of 20 he assumed public administra-
tive duties. Having been appointed a member, and subsequently deputy
chairman, of the Administrative Council (later the Council of Ministers), he
was named Crown Prince and heir-apparent by his father, Shaikh Salman bin
Hamad, in July 1957.

Career Peak

Supported by oil revenues, Shaikh Isa presided over Bahrain’s rapid eco-
nomic and infrastructural development in the 1970s and 1980s. During his
reign there was also diversification, particularly in the finance sector, making
Bahrain the hub of the Gulf and the regional centre for offshore banking.
Although a popularly-elected National Assembly was set up under a new
constitution ratified in June 1973, the Amir dissolved it in Aug. 1975 and
ruled by decree from then on. He did, however, agree the establishment of a
Consultative Council in Dec. 1992. The last years of Shaikh Isa’s reign, from
the mid-1990s, were marked by unrest among the Shia Muslim majority
community and violent agitation for political reform.

Introduction

Ruler of Abu Dhabi, the largest of the seven emirates, Sheikh Zayed had been
president of the UAE since it was established on 2 Dec. 1971 until he died
in 2004.

Early Life

Zayed was born in 1918. He was governor of Abu Dhabi’s eastern province
based in Al-Ain from 1946 until 1966 when he deposed his brother Sheikh
Shakhbut and became ruler of the sheikhdom. The Al-Nahyan family con-
sidered Shakhbut an obstacle to the investment of Abu Dhabi’s new oil wealth
(from 1962) in the development of the sheikhdom. As the United Kingdom
ended its protectorate of the Trucial Coast, Zayed persuaded the other emir-
ates (but not Bahrain or Qatar) to join in a federation. The UAE was formed in
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Dec. 1971 (although Ras al-Khaimah did not accede until Feb.1972) and the
rulers of the emirates elected Zayed to his first 5 year term as federal president.

Career Peak

Zayed had been re-elected president at 5 year intervals, overseeing rapid
economic development, federal centralization and defence integration. This
had taken place against a backdrop of stability in a traditionally volatile
region. Abu Dhabi’s, and Zayed’s, image was dented in 1991 by the failure
of the Bank of Credit and Commerce International. The institution had been
founded in 1972 with Zayed’s help and the Abu Dhabi government had
bought the majority of shares in 1990. Zayed continued to rule until his
death on 2 Nov. 2004.

Introduction

Sheikh Shakhbut was the ruler of Abu Dhabi within the then British-
controlled Trucial Coast from 1928-66. At the end of his long reign he lost
the support of other members of the al-Nahyan family and was replaced by his
more progressive younger brother, Sheikh Zayed.

Early Life

Born in 1905, the eldest son of Sheikh Sultan, Shakhbut was selected by a
family conclave as ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1928. At that time Abu Dhabi’s
fragile economy had been undermined by the collapse of the pearl market and
the world economic depression. Shortly after the Second World War, the
search for oil began in earnest as Sheikh Shakhbut granted exploration
concessions. By 1958 the first oilfields were being exploited. The first oil
was exported in 1962.

Career Peak

Throughout his reign Sheikh Shakhbut maintained friendly relations with the
British. He resisted territorial incursions in a prolonged border dispute with
Saudi Arabia over the oil-rich Buraimi oasis. The dispute was settled in 1974.
Despite the emirate’s new oil-based wealth, the Sheikh was reluctant to invest
the earnings in development and infrastructure projects for the benefit of the
state. On 6 Aug. 1966 he was replaced by his brother and went temporarily
into exile. He died in Abu Dhabi in Feb. 1989.

Introduction

Said bin Taimur Al-Said was Sultan of Oman (hereditary absolute monarch)
from 1932-70. A reclusive and repressive ruler, his autocratic policies pro-
mpted popular unrest and armed revolt. In 1970 he was overthrown by his son
Qaboos bin Said, the present Sultan, in a bloodless coup.

Early Life

Said bin Taimur succeeded his father, Taimur bin Faisal, in 1932. Said
inherited a country virtually bankrupt and internally divided. The historical
split between Oman’s coastal areas, ruled by the Sultan, and the rest of the
territory, had been recognised in the 1920 Treaty of As Sib (brokered by the
British) under which Said’s father conceded limited sovereignty to the tribes
of the interior. The treaty was a de facto partition agreement, although the
ruling Al-Said dynasty did not relinquish their claim to all of Oman.

Bin Sultan Bin Al-Nahyan, Shakhbut (United Arab Emirates)

Career Peak

In the early 1950s Said sought to extend his writ into the oil rich interior,
which offered the means to alleviate the debt problems of his regime and
reinforce his rule. However, the acquiescence of the interior tribal sheikhs was
necessary for oil exploration. This was not forthcoming, and a rebellion broke
out in 1954 under a new Imam (nominal head of the interior) who led a
movement for independence. Britain intervened on the Sultan’s behalf and by
1959 Said had fully re-established his authority.

Despite the potential of Oman’s oil revenues, Said failed to modernize his
country. While maintaining his military connection with the British, he
opposed any social change, including popular educational. In 1958 he with-
drew from Muscat to the coastal city of Salalah, the administrative capital of
the Dhofar region in the southwest, where he remained except for periodic
private visits to the United Kingdom.

Resistance to Said’s conservative regime continued to simmer after the
unrest of the 1950s. In 1964 another serious rebellion broke out, this time in
Dhofar. The revolt, fuelled by the neighbouring Marxist state of Yemen, was
to continue until 1975. On 23 July 1970 Said’s Western-educated and more
progressive son, Qaboos bin Said, took power in a palace coup with the tacit
endorsement of the British. Said was forced to abdicate and withdrew to
London, England, where he died in 1972.

Introduction

Lester Bird, the son of Vere Cornwall Bird (Antigua and Barbuda’s first prime
minister), served as the country’s second prime minister from 1994 to 2004.
His rule was marred by corruption scandals.

Early Life

Lester Bryant Bird was born in New York City on 21 Feb. 1938. A keen
sportsman, he played cricket for the Leeward Islands and was an All-
American long jumper at the University of Michigan, from where he gradu-
ated in 1962. He then completed his law studies in the UK and was called to
the Bar in 1969. He returned to Antigua and Barbuda to work in private
practice from 1969-76.

In 1971 Bird was appointed chairman of the Antigua Labour Party (ALP)
and leader of the opposition in the Senate. After the 1976 election returned the
ALP to power, Vere Bird named his son as deputy premier and put him in
charge of the foreign affairs, tourism and energy portfolios.

In 1981 Lester Bird became minister for external affairs, and was named
the first chairman of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States in 1982
(a post he held again in 1989). In the late 1980s he became embroiled in a
power battle with his brother, Vere Bird Jr, who was widely considered
favourite to succeed their father. However, numerous scandals, including
arms smuggling to the Colombian Medellin drug cartel, led to Vere Jr being
dismissed as minister of public works by Vere Snr.

In 1992 V. C. Bird was caught misappropriating public funds and
announced that he would step down ahead of the 1994 general election.
Lester eventually defeated John St. Luce to win the ALP leadership in
1993. In 1994, at elections deemed neither fair nor free, the ALP won 11 of
17 seats and Lester Bird was sworn in as prime minister. Despite an inquiry
recommending that Vere Jr never be allowed to hold ministerial office again,
he was appointed to the cabinet by Lester as a special adviser.

Career Peak

As prime minister, Lester Bird also assumed the portfolios for external affairs,
planning, social services and information. In a cabinet reshuffle in 1996, he
added the communications, civil aviation, international transport and gaming
portfolios. Further reshuffles saw him additionally in charge of the ministries
of finance, legal affairs, justice and national security by 2002.

He implemented tax and tariff increases alongside sharp cuts in spending
on health, education, and basic infrastructure, leading to a deterioration in
services. The government nonetheless continued to borrow heavily in com-
mercial markets, with foreign debt reaching US$466m. in 1997.
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Bird secured victory at the 1999 election despite allegations from oppo-
sition parties of ALP bribery and intimidation. Although he promised the
introduction of anti-corruption legislation, he continued to be dogged by
scandal, including the arrest of his brother, Ivor, for trying to board a plane
while in possession of 26 pounds of cocaine. His administration was also
charged with diverting international relief aid and misusing funds and in 2004
Bird was accused of having a sexual affair with a minor.

The Bird family’s domination of domestic politics that had lasted since the
1950s came to an end at the March 2004 election, when the United Progres-
sive Party (UPP) defeated the ALP. Bird remained as the ALP’s political
leader but in 2012 was again involved in scandal when he was questioned by
police over a multi-million dollar fraud case.

Introduction

A dominant figure in Antiguan politics for more than 50 years, Sir Vere
Cornwall Bird led his country to independence from Great Britain and was
its first prime minister, holding office from 1981-94. He was credited with
turning Antigua into one of the more prosperous of the Eastern Caribbean
States, though his rule was marred by allegations of nepotism and corruption.

Early Life

Vere Cornwall Bird was born on 7 Dec. 1909 in the slums of the capital,
St. John’s. He had no formal post-primary education but enlisted in the
Salvation Army when aged 18, serving for 2 years and attaining the rank of
captain.

In 1939 Bird helped found the Antigua Trades and Labour Union
(ATLU), the island’s first union. In 1943 it won legal status and he became
its president, a position he held until 1973. Bird worked to secure the rights of
workers against oppressive and exploitative conditions, particularly in the
sugar industry. He pressured plantation owners to turn over plots and homes
to the sugar harvesters who had been their tenants, and fought to improve
basic infrastructure. He oversaw improved conditions of work and pay, as
well as the abolition of child labour.

Like other Caribbean contemporaries, Bird used union activism as a
springboard to political office. After the formation of the Antigua Labor
Party, Bird was elected to the colonial legislature in 1945. In 1946 he became
a member of the executive council, securing universal adult suffrage in 1951.
That same year, union representatives led by Bird won all eight elected seats
on the local legislature, a feat repeated at each election until 1967.

Bird was a key figure at the 1947 Montego Bay Conference in Jamaica
that led to the creation of the West Indian Federation (WIF). After the collapse
of the WIF in 1962, Bird was instrumental (along with Errol Barrow of
Barbados and Forbes Burnham of Guyana) in establishing the Caribbean
Free Trade Association in 1965 (known as the Caribbean Community and
Common Market from 1973).

Career Peak

On 11 Jan. 1960 Bird became first chief minister of Antigua and spearheaded
attempts to diversify the economy away from its reliance on sugar. A deep
water port and international airport (later renamed Vere Bird International)
was built to boost tourism, while a construction boom was fuelled by hotel
and resort development.

In 1966 Bird led a delegation to the United Kingdom to seek indepen-
dence. Britain agreed to Associated Status, giving Antigua and Barbuda’s
government control of all internal affairs while defence and foreign affairs
continued to be directed from London. In Feb. 1967 Bird was appointed the
country’s first premier.

Following elections in 1971, his government was succeeded by George
Walter’s Progressive Labour Movement administration. Despite allegations
that he had orchestrated bombing campaigns to undermine the Walter gov-
ernment, Bird was re-elected to the premiership in 1976 and had Walter
imprisoned for corruption. Bird secured another election victory in 1980,
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with the nation winning full independence from London a year later and Bird
taking the office of prime minister.

He hung on to power for another 10 years. Although he had overseen
improvements in the education and telecommunications system and the
introduction of free medical services, he was subject to allegations of corrup-
tion, nepotism, bribery and money laundering. The Bird family were linked to
drug- and gun-running scandals from the late 1970s until the 1990s. In March
1994 Bird retired from politics and was succeeded by his son, Lester
Bryant Bird.

Later Life

Upon retirement Bird was formally accorded the status of the country’s first
National Hero and in July 1998 was awarded the Order of the Caribbean
Community in recognition of his role in the development of the region. He
died on 28 June 1999.

Introduction

Paul Biyoghé Mba is a career civil servant who served as a minister under
Gabon’s autocratic president, Omar Bongo. In Oct. 2009 he was appointed
prime minister by the late president’s controversial successor, Ali Bongo.

Early Life

Biyogh¢é Mba was born on 18 April 1953 in Donguila, Estuaire province, in
western Gabon. In the early 1970s he studied business administration at the
University of Rennes, France, before returning to Gabon to work at the
Banque Gabonaise de Développement. Biyoghé Mba served as the bank’s
deputy director from 1977-80, before joining the civil service, initially as an
adviser to Omar Bongo on commercial, industrial and investment affairs
(1980-83). This was when high international oil prices brought prosperity
to Gabon and to the president personally.

Biyoghé Mba was deputy director to the presidential cabinet from
1984-89, when he helped secure US investment in a period of economic
downturn. Disillusionment with Bongo’s repressive policies brought
demands for multi-party democracy. In 1990 Gabon held its first multi-
party legislative elections for 22 years. Biyoghé Mba was elected for the
Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG), which gained a majority in the National
Assembly. He served as a deputy for 2 years until he was appointed minister
of state control, parastatal reform and privatization.

Biyoghé Mba supported Bongo’s re-election as president in 1993 but
resigned from the government and the PDG the following year in protest at
Bongo’s authoritarian response to riots in Libreville and Port-Gentil.
Returning to the National Assembly, he created a new party, the Communal
Movement for Development (MCD), which eventually merged with the PDG
in 2002. Elected to the newly established Senate in 1997, he was the minister
responsible for small and medium-sized enterprises from 1999-2003. As
Gabon’s minister of trade and industrial development (2003-08) he was
responsible for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(a programme of the African Union adopted in 2001). In Oct. 2008 he became
minister for agriculture in Jean Eyeghe Ndong’s government.

Career Peak

In the political upheaval that followed Bongo’s death on 8 June 2009 (ending
his 41-year rule), his son, Ali Bongo (then minister of defence) became the
PDG’s presidential candidate. Ndong resigned as prime minister to fight the
election as an independent.

On 17 July 2009 the interim president, Rose Francine Rogomb¢, named
Biyogh¢ Mba as interim prime minister. Ali-Ben Bongo Ondimba was sworn
in as the new president on 16 Oct. 2009, nearly 2 months after his disputed
election victory had triggered widespread civil unrest. On the same day,
Bongo appointed Biyoghé Mba as prime minister, praising his managerial
skills and experience. Biyoghé Mba named a government of 30 ministers
(slimmed down from 44), which included 12 members from his previous
cabinet. Following the victory of his party in the Dec. elections, Biyoghé Mba
resigned on 13 Feb. 2012 as required by the constitution.
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Introduction

Tony Blair, who led a rejuvenated Labour Party to a landslide victory in the
1997 general election, ending 18 years of Conservative rule, was returned to
power in 2001 and 2005. Espousing ‘Third Way’ centrist policies, Blair
instigated constitutional and public service reforms, pursued peace in North-
ern Ireland and sought closer integration with Europe. He was criticized on
the left for his perceived attachment to Thatcherite economic policies, his
centralized control over his party’s and government’s image, and his close
alignment of UK foreign policy with that of the USA. After the 11 Sept. 2001
attacks on the USA, Blair was President George W. Bush’s closest interna-
tional ally in the ‘war on terror’ and fully supported US policy in Iraq, despite
widespread opposition both domestically and from EU and UN partners. In
Aug. 2003 Blair became the longest continuously-serving Labour prime
minister and in May 2005 led the party to an unprecedented third consecutive
term. In Sept. 2006 Blair delivered his final conference speech as Labour
leader but declined to set a precise date for his departure from office. He
eventually left office in June 2007.

Early Life

Anthony Charles Lynton Blair was born in Edinburgh on 6 May 1953. His
mother was a teacher and his father a lawyer. Brought up in Durham and
educated at Fettes College, Edinburgh, he graduated in law from St John’s
College, Oxford, in 1975 and was called to the bar a year later, joining the
chambers of Derry Irvine (later to become Blair’s Lord Chancellor).

Blair joined the Labour Party in 1976 and in 1982 unsuccessfully
contested a by-election in Beaconsfield before winning the seat of Sedgefield
at the 1983 general election. Under Neil Kinnock’s party leadership, he
became assistant spokesman on treasury affairs from 1984 and then deputy
spokesman on trade and industry. He joined the shadow cabinet in Oct. 1988
as shadow secretary for energy, moving to employment in 1989. Following
Labour’s defeat at the 1992 elections, Kinnock was replaced by John Smith
who made Blair shadow home secretary. When Smith suffered a fatal heart
attack in 1994, Blair was elected to succeed him as leader. He continued his
two predecessors’ efforts to modernize the party, and in 1995 won a signif-
icant victory in abolishing Labour’s longstanding commitment to public
ownership of leading industries.

Promoting free-market economics, tough action on crime and a more
positive European policy, Labour made major gains in the 1995 local elec-
tions. As John Major’s Conservative government imploded, Blair’s personal
charisma and his skilled ‘spin doctors’ convinced voters previously fearful of
Labour’s left-wing heritage that the party was ready to govern. At the general
election of May 1997 Labour inflicted a crushing national defeat on the
Conservatives.

Career Peak

Once in office, Blair instigated major constitutional reforms. Following
national referendums on devolution, Scotland gained its own parliament
with tax-raising powers while Wales got an assembly with more limited
authority. In the House of Lords the majority of hereditary peers were
removed, while London was granted the right to elect its own mayor.

The economy generally prospered under Blair and Chancellor Gordon
Brown, with steady growth and declining unemployment. In 1997 the Bank
of England won independence, with a new Monetary Policy Committee
having the power to set interest rates and maintain inflation within Treasury
targets.

In foreign policy, Blair sought to preserve the close relationship with the
USA while extending ties with the EU. Labour’s victory in 1997, and Blair’s
commitment to sign up to the EU Social Chapter (rejected by the UK since the
early 1990s), was welcomed by many EU governments. However, the UK
remained outside the euro area.

After the 11 Sept. 2001 attacks on the USA, Blair was Bush’s staunchest
ally in the military campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq. However, this
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commitment dented the prime minister’s domestic and international stand-
ing. When in Sept. 2002 Bush challenged the UN to act on Iraq, Blair was
the only other leader with the power of veto on the UN Security Council to
unequivocally support the USA. As Bush pursued independent action, the
Westminster parliament in March 2003 granted Blair permission to send UK
forces to Iraq, although 139 Labour MPs voted against war—the strongest
revolt by his own party since taking office in 1997. Several ministers
resigned, including leader of the House of Commons and former foreign
secretary Robin Cook.

US-led forces launched an invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and by early
April Saddam Hussein’s regime had collapsed. In May 2003 a UN resolution,
co-sponsored by the USA, UK and Spain, endorsed co-operation between UN
special representatives and the occupying forces in forming a new Iraqi
government. Meanwhile, British media criticism over the failure to discover
persuasive evidence of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction (WMD) raised
doubts over the justification for war. This led in July 2003 to a public enquiry
headed by Lord Hutton, who, in Jan. 2004, controversially exonerated the
Blair government of exaggerating intelligence about Iraq’s WMD. A further
investigation, chaired by Lord Butler and delivered in July 2004, criticized the
flawed quality of WMD intelligence but found no deliberate attempt to
mislead. Despite efforts to introduce and sustain democratic government in
Iraq, insurgent and sectarian violence escalated. As the situation deteriorated,
British public opinion became increasingly hostile to Blair’s stance and
continuing UK military involvement.

In Northern Ireland, Blair continued the political initiatives started by the
Major administration, and in 1998 secured the Good Friday Agreement.
Establishing a power-sharing scheme centred on a Northern Ireland Assem-
bly, it offered the first realistic chance of peace in the territory in 30 years.
However, breakdowns in the peace process prompted the suspension of the
devolved administration in Oct. 2002. Despite the suspension, fresh Assem-
bly elections took place in Nov. 2003, with the hardline Democratic Unionist
Party (DUP) and nationalist Sinn Féin making significant gains. There was no
further progress until Oct. 2006 when Blair and his Irish counterpart outlined
anew timetable back to power-sharing in the province. With conditional party
support for the timetable, new Assembly elections were held in March 2007 in
which the DUP and Sinn Féin were again predominant. Both parties came
under pressure to compromise and on 26 March reached an historic agreement
to share power from 8 May with a devolved Northern Ireland government
replacing direct rule from London.

Within the EU, Blair championed a new constitution to reflect the enlarge-
ment of the Union from May 2004 but the project stalled following its
rejection in French and Dutch referenda in 2005. He also supported accession
negotiations with Turkey, which began tentatively in Oct. 2005. In Dec. 2005,
as leaders of the 25 member states finally agreed a deal on the budget for the
enlarged Union for 2007—13, Blair was forced to concede a reduction in the
UK’s annual budget rebate but failed to secure cuts in common agricultural
spending.

In the public services, Blair put emphasis on improving the health and
education systems, although progress in these areas is disputed. In April 2003
he established self-governing hospitals that would be financially rewarded for
strong performance but suffered a significant Labour revolt amid fears that
this could lead to a growing divide in service provision. Radical proposals for
school reform (announced in late 2005) also drew opposition from some
Labour MPs, while in Nov. 2005 Blair suffered his first parliamentary defeat
since coming to power in a Labour rebellion over anti-terrorism legislation. In
March 2007 he was forced to rely on Conservative Party support for parlia-
mentary endorsement of his government’s decision to build a new generation
of the submarine-based Trident nuclear weapons system. 95 Labour MPs
opposed the policy.

Blair’s government was also criticized over the expensive failure of the
Millennium Dome project, the mishandling of the foot-and-mouth agricul-
tural crisis in 2001 and, more recently, the ballooning budget for the 2012
Olympic Games to be staged in London.

Meanwhile, Blair’s aim to avoid allegations of sleaze that so damaged the
previous Conservative government was undermined by the cabinet resigna-
tions of his close allies Peter Mandelson and David Blunkett, and by police
investigations into the alleged sale of peerages and state honours.

After prolonged speculation, Blair announced on 10 May 2007 that he
would leave office on 27 June. On 17 May Gordon Brown won the contest to
succeed him. Blair resigned as an MP immediately after leaving his role as
prime minister, and took a position representing the USA, EU, UN and Russia
as envoy to the Middle East.
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Later Life

Blair founded several organizations after leaving office including the Tony
Blair Faith Foundation, the Tony Blair Sports Foundation and the Africa
Governance Initiative, a charity to promote growth and development in
countries such as Sierra Leone, Rwanda and Liberia. In addition he founded
a consultancy firm called Tony Blair Associates and took consultancy posts at
US bank JPMorgan Chase and the Swiss investment company Zurich Finan-
cial Services. In Jan. 2010 Blair testified at the UK’s Iraq Inquiry where he
defended the decision to go to war in 2003.

Introduction

Emil Boc succeeded Calin Popescu-Tériceanu as prime minister in Dec. 2008.
The former mayor of Cluj-Napoca, Boc came from a centre-right background
and was close to President Traian Basescu. Following a closely fought general
election in Nov. 2008 he headed a coalition charged with tackling a severe
economic downturn. Following the collapse of this administration in Oct. 2009,
Boc served in a caretaker capacity until Dec. that year when he formed a new
centrist government endorsed by parliament. He resigned in Feb. 2012 amid
protests over austerity measures and stagnant growth.

Early Life

Boc was born in the village of Rachitele, northwestern Romania on 6 Sept.
1966. After graduating in law from Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca
in 1991, he taught history in a secondary school and later at the university,
where he undertook further study in political science. During the mid- to late-
1990s Boc combined teaching and legal practice in Cluj-Napoca and as a
visiting scholar to the Universities of Virginia and Michigan in the USA and
the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium.

Boc was elected to parliament for the centre-right Democratic Party
(PD) in the Nov. 2000 general election. Within 3 years he was party leader
and successfully stood as the PD candidate for the mayoralty of Cluj-Napoca.
He oversaw rapid economic growth in the city, winning praise from local and
foreign investors before securing re-election in 2008 with 76% of the vote.

A breakdown in relations between President Basescu and Prime Minister
Popescu-Tariceanu precipitated the collapse of the ruling Justice and Truth
Alliance (forged between the PD and the National Liberal Party/PNL) in Jan.
2007. The prime minister formed a minority government consisting of the
PNL and the Hungarian Democratic Federation of Romania. Boc remained at
the helm of the PD and in Dec. 2007 orchestrated a merger with the Liberal
Democratic Party, headed by former prime minister, Teodor Stolojan, to form
the Democratic Liberal Party (PD-L). Boc led the new centre-right party to a
narrow victory in the general election of 30 Nov. 2008.

Basescu initially nominated Stolojan for the premiership but when
Stolojan rejected the post, Boc was offered it. He was sworn in on
22 Dec. 2008, heading a grand coalition of the PD-L and the Social Demo-
cratic Party (PSD).

Career Peak

Boc had to confront a steep decline in Romania’s economic fortunes amid the
global slowdown. Priorities included tackling spiralling government and
household debt, rising unemployment and a fast-devaluing currency. Ten-
sions within the coalition soon emerged, with the PSD interior minister, Liviu
Dragnea, resigning after 12 days. Sweeping cuts to public spending, including
a policy reversal on recently-promised public-sector wage increases, proved
unpopular but Boc was forced to announce further austerity measures as
Romania had to accept IMF support in March 2009.

Bad feeling between the coalition partners came to a head in Sept. 2009
when Boc sacked interior minister Dan Nica of the PSD after Nica accused the
PD-L of plotting to rig the voting in the forthcoming presidential election.
Nica’s dismissal prompted the remaining PSD cabinet ministers to resign in
protest and a subsequent parliamentary vote of no-confidence passed by
254 votes to 176 on 13 Oct. resulted in the collapse of Boc’s government.
Subsequent nominees for the premiership failed to gain parliamentary
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approval until Dec. when, following his re-election, President Basescu
reappointed Boc to head a new centrist coalition. This government was
endorsed by parliament and quickly announced an austerity budget for
2010, promising tough and unpopular measures to meet IMF conditions.
Thousands of public sector workers protested in the streets in May 2010
against planned cuts in pay and pension entitlements and in June, and again in
Oct. 2010 and March 2011, the government narrowly survived no-confidence
votes in parliament. Following further mass protests over austerity measures
in early 2012, Boc resigned on 6 Feb. 2012.

Introduction

Jean-Bedel Bokassa was head of state of the Central African Republic (CAR)
from 1966 until 1979. He enjoyed close relations with the French govern-
ment, particularly President Giscard d’Estaing, although his increasingly
eccentric and brutal behaviour became a major embarrassment. Having
crowned himself Emperor of the Central African Empire in 1977, his autho-
rization of a massacre of protesting schoolchildren in 1979 prompted a
French-backed coup d’état. After a period in exile, Bokassa was later
convicted of murder.

Early Life

Jean-Bedel Bokassa was born on 22 Feb. 1921 in Bobangui in what was then
the French colonial province of Oubangui-Chari. At the age of six his father
was murdered by a colonial administrator and his mother committed suicide.
He was educated at missionary schools and joined the French colonial army in
1939, serving in World War II and later in Indochina and Algeria.

David Dacko became president of the newly independent CAR in 1960,
and Bokassa, an army captain, was appointed his Chief of Staff. Buoyed by
public discontent at Dacko’s rule, Bokassa deposed him in 1966 and declared
himself president.

Career Peak

Bokassa soon established a dictatorial regime in which political opponents
were routinely murdered. Corruption was rife and among the many charges
levelled against him were cannibalism and the dropping of beggars from
planes into the Oubangui River.

Despite his record of atrocities, he retained a level of domestic popularity
as a result of public spending. The national road infrastructure was improved
and university buildings and sports complexes constructed. Internationally,
his reputation prompted disparate reactions. For many nations, his personal
excesses, spontaneous violence and large entourage of wives and children
marked him out as a cartoon-like African dictator though he managed to retain
close ties with France. His gift of diamonds to French president Giscard
d’Estaing and shared hunting holidays were indicative of the close personal
relationship between the two men.

In 1972 Bokassa declared himself president for life. Five years later he
re-named the country the Central African Empire and made himself emperor,
placing the crown on his own head in the style of his hero Napoléon. His
coronation ceremony in Dec. 1977, partly funded by France, cost between
US$20m. and US$30m., conservatively estimated as equivalent to a third of
the nation’s entire GDP for the year.

However, his erratic behaviour (including a physical attack on the French
ambassador) became increasingly embarrassing to the French. In 1979
Bokassa declared that all schoolchildren should wear a uniform which bore
his likeness and was produced by a company in which he had a financial
interest. There were widespread protests and he ordered several hundred
demonstrating schoolchildren to be rounded up and imprisoned. In May
1979 Amnesty International reported 100 of the children had been clubbed
to death. Following international outrage at the incident, French forces
backed a coup led by former president Dacko while Bokassa was travelling
in Libya in Sept.1979.
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Later Life

Bokassa went into exile, living in a chateau in the Parisian suburbs. He
returned to CAR in 1986 and was put on trial for murder and embezzlement.
His trial included sensational evidence from a former chef who claimed he
had murdered and eaten one of his political opponents. Bokassa was sen-
tenced to death, later commuted to 20 years in prison. He was freed in 1993
and died in Bangui on 3 Nov. 1996 of a heart attack.

Introduction

Enrique Bolafios, leader of the Constitutional Liberal Party, won the presi-
dential elections of Nov. 2001. He assumed office in Jan. 2002, tasked with
rejuvenating Nicaragua’s ailing economy, but was hampered by congressio-
nal opposition. His term of office ended in Jan. 2007.

Early Life

Bolafios was born in 1928 near Managua. Having graduated from Saint Louis
University in Missouri, USA, he embarked on a career in business. During the
Sandinista revolution he was jailed for his criticism of the government, and
his business interests were nationalized. In 1996 he was appointed vice-
president in the corruption-tainted government of Arnoldo Aleman. With
strong backing from the US government, and especially the governor of
Florida, he stood successfully for the presidency at the elections of Nov.
2001, winning with 56.3% of the vote.

Career Peak

Among Bolafios’ chief election promises was the elimination of government
corruption, with offenders facing prison. Former president Aleman was
subsequently convicted and jailed for fraud and money laundering. However,
this move cost Bolaflos the support of his party’s Aleman loyalists who allied
with the opposition Sandinistas to secure control of the National Assembly,
leaving Bolafos politically isolated. In 2005 the Assembly sought to amend
the constitution and weaken the president’s powers, leading to court action
and political stalemate.

Economically, advocating a free market with low unemployment and a
redeveloped infrastructure, Bolafios negotiated with the World Bank, Inter-
national Monetary Fund and Inter-American Development Bank in April
2002 to secure increased long-term financing of development projects, debt
relief and structural support loans. In Jan. 2004 the World Bank agreed to
cancel 80% of Nicaragua’s debt, and later in that year Russia wrote off the
country’s debts incurred during the Soviet era. Bolafios also established a
national development plan that sought to diversify the economy away from its
traditional agricultural base.

Keen to develop relations with the USA, Bolafnos vowed on election to
combat drug smuggling and he supported the Bush regime in the aftermath of
the 11 Sept. 2001 attacks. He subsequently signed trade agreements with the
USA and other Central American countries, reducing tariffs on major exports.

With his tenure having been blighted by consistent opposition from
congress, Bolafios was defeated by Daniel Ortega of the Sandanistas at the
general election of 5 Nov. 2006. He was expected to play a prominent role in
opposition. Instead, he retired from politics and established a foundation that
aims to maintains a virtual library gathering documents on Nicaragua’s
history and politics.

Introduction

James Brendan Bolger, born on 31 May 1935 in Taranaki on North Island,
was prime minister for 7 years from 1990. Formerly a sheep and cattle farmer,
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he led the National party for almost 12 years, subsequently becoming the
country’s ambassador to the United States. Surprised by his extremely narrow
1993 election win, Bolger famously remarked, ‘Bugger the pollsters’.

Early Life

Bolger’s politics developed in the 1960s when he joined National and was
involved in farming organizations. In 1965, he set up a sheep and cattle farm
in Te Kuiti, King Country, and was elected MP for King Country in 1972, the
year of a landslide Labour victory. Bolger held this seat for nine terms.
Following minor roles in the ministries of Maori affairs, agriculture and
fisheries, and rural finance, he was appointed a parliamentary under-secretary
after National’s 1975 election win. Two years later, Bolger was named the
country’s first fisheries minister, and simultaneously became associate agri-
culture minister. He was involved in the establishment of a 200 mile exclusive
economic zone for fishing. After the 1978 election Bolger was appointed
minister of immigration until 1981 and of labour until 1984. In 1980 he led an
unsuccessful coup with two other ministers to replace Prime Minister Robert
Muldoon with his deputy Brain Talboys. Prior to National’s electoral defeat in
1984, Bolger introduced legislation allowing weekend shopping and volun-
tary unionism, and served as president of the International Labour Organisa-
tion in 1983. Jim McLay, the next National leader, made Bolger his deputy in
Nov. 1984. Bolger was elected leader of the opposition in March 1986. Four
years later, he returned National to power with the largest parliamentary
majority in New Zealand history.

Career Peak

Taking office as prime minister and minister for the security intelligence
service on 2 Nov. 1990, Bolger revised the implementation of centre right
fiscal policies that had led to recession and stock market crash under Labour
3 years earlier. He was appointed to the British Privy Council in the following
year. Welfare benefits were cut and relations between unions and employers
were deregulated. Bolger pursued an export-led economic strategy and
outward-looking foreign policy, easing the country’s defence relations with
the United States which had been strained by Nuclear Free legislation.
Between 19924, New Zealand was a member of the UN Security Council,
chairing the Iraq sanctions committee. Bolger also represented the country at
five APEC leaders’ summits from 1993 onwards, and hosted the Common-
wealth heads of government meeting in 1995. Following his dismissal of
cabinet minister Winston Peters after disagreement over economic policy in
1991, Peters’ centrist New Zealand First party reduced Bolger’s support at the
1993 election. National remained in power with a majority of two, reporting
6% economic growth over the following year, and bringing the budget into
surplus in 1994. By 1996 the country’s economy was the third strongest in the
OECD; when Bolger took office it had been one of the weakest. 1996 also
marked Bolger’s announcement of a uniquely New Zealand honours system
structured around a five tier Order of Merit. The mixed member proportional
representation election in 1996 led to Bolger’s formation of a coalition
government with New Zealand First, followed by a drop in National’s
popularity. While he attended a Commonwealth meeting in Edinburgh in
1997, a coup by Jenny Shipley provoked Bolger’s resignation and his
reappointment as minister of state and associate minister of foreign affairs
and trade in Dec. of that year. In the new year’s honours list he became a
member of the Order of New Zealand, the country’s highest honour.

Later Life

Bolger resigned from parliament on 6 April 1998. The former prime minister
became his country’s ambassador to the United States in June 1998, a position
he held until 2001. Bolger also farms part time with Joan, his wife since 1965,
and is a keen fisherman.

Introduction

A Lutheran minister and leader of the Kristelig Folkeparti (Christian Demo-
cratic Party; KrF) party from 1983-95, Kjell Magne Bondevik was appointed
prime minister for the second time in 2001. He retired from politics at the end
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of his term in 2005, having headed a centre right coalition of Heyre
(Conservative), Venstre (Liberal Party) and the KrF. His first term as prime
minister (1997-2000) was cut short when a disagreement over the construc-
tion of a power plant forced his resignation.

Early Life

Bondevik was born on 3 Sept. 1947 in Molde, eastern Norway. He graduated
from the Free Faculty of Theology Norway in 1975, and 4 years later he was
ordained a minister in the Church of Norway. Politically active from an early
age, his political career took precedent over his religious duties. His uncle,
Kjell Bondevik, had served as social security and education minister in the
1960s. By 1968 Kjell Magne Bondevik was vice president of the party’s
youth movement, being made its president 2 years later. In 1972 he joined the
office of the prime minister and the following year became a member of the
Storting (parliament) as a representative for his home county of Mere og
Romsdal. In 1975 Bondevik was made KrF vice president under Kére
Kristiansen. In 1983 he succeeded as party leader. He served as education
and religious affairs minister (1983-86) and foreign minister (1989-90). In
1995 he was succeeded as party leader by Valgerd Svarstad Gaugland.

Career Peak

In the 1997 elections, the Labour party won with 35% ahead of the KrF’s
15.3%. But Labour leader Thorbjern Jagland had promised to resign if his
party polled less than 36.9% of votes. Despite his party coming second,
Bondevik was made prime minister of a centrist coalition with Venstre and
the Centre party.

In 1998 Bondevik, suffering from depression, took a month’s leave. His
openness on the matter with the public won him support. Nonetheless, the
new prime minister became unpopular with the opposition when he suggested
delaying the construction on environmental grounds of two new natural gas
power stations. Despite arguing that the project should be delayed until the
plant’s potential for high carbon dioxide emissions could be reduced, the
opposition called for immediate construction. A confidence vote was called
which the government lost in March 2000 by 81 to 71. Bondevik was forced
to resign and the opposition Labour leader Jens Stoltenberg saw out his term.

Bondevik led the party into the 2001 elections. The KrF came third with
26 of 165 seats behind the outgoing Labour party (43) and Heyre (38).
Despite the KrF having six less seats, Bondevik managed to form a coalition
with Hoyre with himself as prime minister. They were joined by Venstre.
Hoyre’s leader Jan Petersen was made finance minister.

On election, Bondevik pledged to invest in schools, hospitals and inter-
national aid, but also to cut taxes by 25bn. kroner. A year on, his 2003 budget
outlined public sector spending but not the promise tax cuts. His government
was opposed to EU membership.

Bondevik announced his retirement from frontline politics in 2005 and
opted not to defend his parliamentary seat at the general elections. The
elections were won by a Labour—Socialist Left-Centre Party coalition and
Labour’s Stoltenberg was appointed prime minister.

Later Life

In Jan. 2006 he established the Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights, a
foundation whose work is related to human rights, democracy, and inter-
religious and intercultural dialogue.

Introduction

El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba was Africa’s longest serving head of state,
ruling as president of Gabon from 1967 to 2009. After Fidel Castro of Cuba
stood down in Feb. 2008 Bongo became the world’s longest-serving presi-
dent. His period in office was characterized by political stability, with Gabon
having the highest per capita wealth in West Africa. Despite introducing
multi-party democracy in the early 1990s, he was widely accused of corrup-
tion and a flawed electoral system gave concern to the international
community.
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Early Life

Bongo, given the name Albert-Bernard, was born in 1935 in what was then
French Equatorial Africa. He was educated in Brazzaville (in present-day
Republic of the Congo), went to Chad for military training and served in the
French air force. He joined the civil service in 1958 and developed a close
relationship with Leon M’ba, who became president following Gabon’s
independence in 1960. M’ba appointed Bongo director of the president’s
office in 1962.

The military attempted a coup in 1964 and held both M’ba and Bongo in
custody until M’ba was returned to power with the support of French forces.
Bongo was appointed minister of defence in 1965 and minister of information
and tourism the following year. Bongo then became vice president and
assumed the presidency following the death of M’ba in Nov. 1967.

Career Peak

Bongo declared Gabon a one-party state in 1968 and under this system was
re-elected to the presidency in 1973, 1979 and 1986. In 1973 he converted to
Islam and took the name Omar. In 1982 an opposition group, the Movement
for National Renewal (MORENA), was founded and pushed for the return of
a multi-party system. Gabon’s economy had benefited greatly from oil reve-
nues but was affected by declining world oil prices in the late 1980s. Popular
dissatisfaction spilled over into violent protests in 1990, during which French
forces entered the country to protect its nationals. With the democratic
movement newly invigorated, Bongo agreed to a national conference which
included opposition figures. Multi-party politics were formally reintroduced
in 1991.

Bongo was again victorious at the presidential elections of 1993 but his
leading rival, Father Paul M’ba Abessole, voiced widely-held suspicions of
electoral irregularities. Serious civil unrest was narrowly averted when Bongo
agreed a deal, known as the Paris agreement, which allowed for the estab-
lishment of an electoral commission and improved electoral processes. In
1997 a constitutional amendment extended the presidential tenure from 5 to
7 years, and Bongo’s victory at the 1998 presidential polls was again widely
questioned. An offer by Bongo to meet for talks with Pierre Mamboundou of
the Gabonese People’s Union (UPG) was rejected. The UPG called for a
boycott of the 2001 parliamentary elections, which were dominated by
Bongo’s Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG). In an apparent gesture of rec-
onciliation, the PDG invited opposition figures into the government.

A controversial constitutional amendment was then passed allowing the
president to serve two consecutive 7 year terms, potentially granting power to
Bongo until 2012. This was followed in June 2003 by further revisions
permitting the president to contest the presidency as many times as he wished.
In the following elections in Nov. 2005, Bongo was again re-elected with
79.2% of the popular vote, and in Dec. 2006 the PDG maintained its majority
in polling for the National Assembly. In Jan. 2008 the government temporar-
ily banned 20 non-governmental organizations for alleged interference in
domestic politics.

In foreign policy, Bongo was involved in attempts to resolve regional
conflicts, notably in Burundi, the Central African Republic, and in both the
Republic of the Congo and Democratic Republic of the Congo. In March
2003 Candido Muatetema Rivas, then prime minister of Equatorial Guinea,
claimed Gabon’s occupation of the oil-rich island of Mbagne was illegal.
Both countries agreed in Feb. 2006 to start talks over the disputed territory. In
April 2001 Bongo signed agreements with Russia on military and technical
co-operation as well as trade and culture. Despite Gabon’s relatively prosper-
ous economy, boosted by oil sales and high levels of foreign investment,
Bongo’s lavish expenditure attracted international criticism.

Following a period of ill health, Bongo died from cancer on 8 June 2009.

Introduction

P(ieter) W(illem) Botha served as South Africa’s prime minister from
1978-84. In Sept. 1984 he became the country’s first state president, a post
he held until illness forced him from office in 1989. He was the last South
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African leader to remain committed to white supremacy, although his tenure
did witness some reforms of the apartheid system.

Early Life

Botha was born in Paul Roux in the Orange Free State on 12 Jan. 1912. In
1932 he began a law course at the University of Orange Free State in
Bloemfontein, but left without taking his degree to pursue a full-time career
in politics. He worked in administration for the National Party from the age of
20, and in 1948 he was elected as a Nationalist member of parliament. By the
late 1950s he had risen to the rank of deputy minister for the interior, and went
on to hold successive ministerial positions in the departments of commercial
development, public works, defence and coloured affairs. Following the
resignation of Vorster in 1978, Botha was appointed prime minister.

Career Peak

In his time as prime minister, the independence of several African states from
white rule re-energized the opponents of segregation in South Africa. Student
demonstrations and civil disobedience greatly increased.

In 1983 Botha re-wrote the country’s constitution, making himself state
president with extensive additional powers. The new constitution created
three separate elected bodies for whites, Africans and Asians. The white
body was larger than the other two combined. Two thirds of the white
population approved of the constitution but the rest of the country was not
given the chance to express a view and became increasingly alienated. Botha
attempted to assuage black protesters and the international community by
permitting independence to black homelands, and granting limited powers to
the African and Asian population. These reforms were not enough to lift
sanctions, while they were too much for the far right of the National Party
which broke away to form the Conservative Party. Violent protest continued,
and in 1985 Botha declared a state of emergency which remained in place
until 1990. The media was censored and political dissidents were imprisoned
without trial. Aside from African opposition to his policies, Botha was also
threatened by the emergence of neo-Nazi paramilitary groups, the most
notorious of which was the AWB led by Eugene Terre’ Blanche.

The final years of Botha’s leadership were marked by a failure to reconcile
the many disparate factions involved in South African politics. In early 1989
Botha fell ill and resigned as party leader. He did not surrender the presidency
until pressured by cabinet colleagues.

Later Life

After the 1994 elections Botha’s conduct in power was investigated by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. In 1998 his refusal to appear before
the Commission brought him a fine and a suspended 5 year prison sentence. In
July 1999 he was implicated in the 1985 murder of eight anti-apartheid
activists. He died from a heart attack on 31 Oct. 2006.

Introduction

Houari Boumedienne was leader of Algeria from 1965-78 (initially as chair-
man of a Revolutionary Council and, from 1976, as president). He died in
office from a rare blood disorder.

Early Life

Boumedienne was born Mohammed Ben Brahim Boukharouba on 23 Aug.
1932 in Clauzel, eastern Algeria. He adopted his nom de guerre, Houari
Boumedienne, in 1957. He had avoided conscription to the French colonial
army in 1952 because he was studying at Al Azhar University in Cairo,
Egypt.

A prominent member of the Algerian independence movement from
1955, he became chief of staff of the National Liberation Army in 1960.
After Algeria gained independence in July 1962, Boumedienne served as
defence minister and deputy to President Ahmed Ben Bella. However, he
became increasingly dissatisfied with Ben Bella’s rule and led a bloodless
coup in June 1965.

Boumedienne, Houari (Algeria)

Career Peak

Boumedienne initially headed a revolutionary council of 26 members, most
of whom came from the military. He moved away from Ben Bella’s agrarian-
focused political programme in a bid to spur the nation’s industrial develop-
ment. While initially content to co-operate on equal terms with France-the
former colonial power-relations soured when in 1971 Boumedienne nation-
alized the oil industry that had previously been two-thirds owned by French
interests. He reinvested the resulting oil and gas wealth into his industriali-
zation efforts. Meanwhile, on the international stage he fostered closer ties
with the USA, and in 1974 the two nations exchanged ambassadors for the
first time in 7 years.

Following a failed coup against him in 1967 and an assassination attempt
the following year, Boumedienne took an increasingly hard line against his
opponents, demoting potential enemies and regularly purging his political
ranks. In 1976 a new constitution paved the way for a directly-elected
president. In Dec. that year Boumedienne was duly elected to the post.
However, his public appearances became infrequent. In Nov. 1978 he lapsed
into a coma having contracted Waldenstrom’s disease, an illness that attacks
the blood and bone marrow. With rule effectively in the hands of the ministry
of defence, he died on 22 Dec. 1978.

Introduction

Habib Ben Ali Bourguiba was the first president of post-independence Tuni-
sia. Nicknamed the ‘supreme Warrior’. he served from 1957-87 and is widely
recognized as having been the driving force behind the country’s liberation
from French colonial rule.

Early Life

Bourguiba was born in Monastir on 3 Aug. 1903. In 1927 he graduated in law
and political science from the University of Paris in France, and in 1932 set up
a nationalist newspaper, L Action Tunisienne. Two years later he founded the
pro-independence Neo-Destour Party, serving as its secretary-general. As a
result of his activism, Bourguiba was jailed and censured on numerous
occasions by the French authorities. Shortly after Tunisia gained indepen-
dence in 1956, he was elected prime minister and the following year he
abolished the monarchy and became the president of a one-party state.

Career Peak

Bourguiba’s main policy priorities as president were women’s rights and
education. He outlawed polygamy, legalized abortion, set up a free public
education system and prohibited child labour. In the early years of his
presidency per capita income and the literacy rate soared.

In foreign policy he maintained economic and trade connections with
the West and sought closer ties with the USA. In 1962 he successfully
negotiated the withdrawal of French troops from the country. He spent
much of his presidential tenure fighting Islamic fundamentalism and
supported recognition of Israel in defiance of broader Arab opinion. Despite
boycotting the Arab League, he did offer Yasser Arafat and his Palestine
Liberation Organization sanctuary in Tunisia when they were exiled from
Lebanon in 1982.

In 1975 Bourguiba was elected president for life, but by the end of the
decade and into the 1980s he was struggling both economically, against mass
unemployment, and politically, with radical Islamist groups who violently
opposed his style and direction of governance. In Nov. 1987 doctors declared
him mentally unfit for office and and he was impeached by the then prime
minister, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, who subsequently held the presidency
until 2011.

Later Life

Bourguiba was kept under house arrest in Monastir for the last 13 years of his
life and died on 6 April 2000. He was nevertheless buried with national
honours in a mausoleum engraved with the words ‘Liberator of women,
builder of modern Tunisia’.
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Introduction

Gen. Francois Bozizé declared himself president of the Central African
Republic following a military coup in March 2003, having been a prominent
figure on the CAR’s political scene during the regimes of Andre Kolingba and
Ange-Félix Patassé. He was suspected of involvement in coup attempts in
1983, 2001 and 2002 before seizing control.

Early Life

Bozizé was born in 1946. He came to political prominence as a leading critic
of Kolingba’s military rule which began in 1981. Having led an unsuccessful
coup in 1983, he was arrested and tortured by government forces before going
into exile in Togo. There he met Patassé with whom he established strong ties.
The two stood against each other at the free elections of 1993 and Boziz¢ lost.
Nonetheless, he remained a Patassé ally, defending him against several
uprisings during 1996 and 1997.

However, the relationship became increasingly strained. Bozizé accused
Patassé’s regime of mismanagement as popular discontent grew at govern-
ment corruption and failure to pay salaries. In May 2001 Patass¢ used Libyan
forces to put down a coup headed by former president Kolingba, who had
been assisted by Bozizé. Bozizé was sacked as head of the army. In Nov. 2001
government troops attempted to arrest Bozizé, but fighting broke out with
forces loyal to him. Bozizé held the north of Bangui for a period before taking
around 300 troops into exile in Chad. In Oct. 2002 pro-Bozizé factions
attempted to depose Patassé, but were defeated amid allegations that Bozizé
had instigated the coup with support from Chad.

Career Peak

While Patassé was away in Niger in March 2003 Boziz¢ led around 1,000
troops into Bangui. They faced little opposition and secured vital strategic
locations within a day. Patassé attempted to fly back into the city but was
diverted to Cameroon. The Congolese rebels, on whose support Patassé had
relied, meanwhile fled over the country.

Having seized power, Bozizé imposed a curfew, dissolved parliament,
suspended the constitution and was named president amid promises of free
elections. He announced plans to negotiate aid from the IMF and World Bank
and promised to address government inefficiency and corruption, disunity in
the armed forces and the growing AIDS threat.

Reaction to the coup was mixed. Opposition groups within the CAR
welcomed the removal of Patassé, as did many central African nations.
However, France, the former colonial power, described the coup as ‘unac-
ceptable’ and the African Union threatened the CAR’s expulsion. There was
widespread looting and rioting in Bangui in the days following Bozizé’s
assumption of power and he appealed to the Economic Community of Central
African States to restore order. He was also accused of using backing from
Chad in the coup, a charge which provoked widespread unease throughout the
country. There followed a period of transitional government until the 2005
presidential and parliamentary elections, in which Bozizé retained power with
43% of the vote.

The poverty-stricken country has, however, remained unstable owing to
continuing violence spilling over from the conflict in Darfur in neighbouring
Sudan and internal rebel violence in the northeast of the country. In Jan. 2008
civil servants and teachers began a series of strikes in protest at unpaid salaries
over several months. At the same time, the prime minister, Elie Doté, resigned
and was replaced by Faustin-Archange Touadéra, an academic with no
previous political experience.

Following the adoption of an amnesty law, the government reached a
peace accord with rebel forces in Dec. 2008 envisaging the formation of a
unity government and fresh elections in March 2010. In Jan. 2009 Bozizé
dissolved the government and reappointed Touadéra as prime minister of a
reshuffled cabinet including representatives of rebel groups. However, spo-
radic clashes between government and rebel forces have since continued. The
elections scheduled for March 2010 were postponed and Bozizé’s term of
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office was extended, but eventually polling took place in Jan. 2011 with
Bozizé securing a further term in office.

Fighting escalated in Dec. 2012 with the Séléka rebel coalition capturing
several major towns. Although a ceasefire agreement was signed the follow-
ing month that saw Bozizé appointing a prime minister chosen by his
opponents, the peace broke down and the rebels renewed their offensive.
Despite foreign troops safeguarding the capital the Séléka rebels seized
control of Bangui in March 2013. Boziz¢ and his family fled abroad and
sought political asylum in Benin.

Introduction

Willy Brandt was West German Chancellor from 1969-74 and leader of the
Social Democratic Party (SPD) from 1964-87. He was Mayor of West Berlin
(1957-66) and Vice Chancellor (1966-69). A pragmatist, he sought to
improve ties with the Soviet Union and the rest of the Eastern Bloc, a policy
which came to be known as Ostpolitik. He was criticized by some for what
was perceived to be bowing towards the communist East, but Brandt believed
that long term European peace and development would be most easily
secured by recognition of a divided Germany. He resigned as Chancellor
after a spying scandal in 1974, but remained a high-profiled and widely
respected statesman for the next 18 years.

Early Life

Brandt was born Herbert Ernst Karl Frahm in Liibeck, Schleswig-Holstein on
18 Dec. 1913, the illegitimate son of a shop assistant. As a teenager he joined
the German Social Democratic Party (SPD) before defecting to the more
radical Socialist Workers’ Party. He was in the early stages of his university
career when the Nazis came to power and, because of his socialist leanings,
was forced to flee the country. It was around this time that he adopted the
name Willy Brandt. He went to Norway where he enrolled at the University of
Oslo and began work as a journalist. He did administrative work for a
Norwegian charity but following the German occupation fled to Sweden.
He was active in the anti-German resistance movements throughout World
War II. The Nazis repealed his German citizenship in 1938.

He returned to his native country in the aftermath of the war and was again
involved with the SPD. In 1948 he married Rut, a Norwegian. He was elected
Berlin’s representative on the Social Democratic Party Executive Committee
and entered parliament as the member for Berlin in 1949. In 1957 he became
the Governor Mayor of West Berlin and in the troubled years that followed
made his name on the international stage. The Soviets demanded the removal
of Western troops from the city in 1958 and when this was refused relations
between East and West deteriorated, leading to the building of the Berlin Wall
in 1961. Brandt appeared to the world as a strong and reliable civic leader. He
fought unsuccessfully for the Chancellorship in 1961, in 1964 became Chair-
man of the SPD, and lost elections for the Chancellorship again in 1965.

In the Christian Democrat/Social Democrat coalition government of
199669, under Kurt Georg Kiesinger, Brandt was Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Kiesinger’s Deputy. At the elections of 1969 he was elected
Chancellor and headed a coalition of the SPD and Free Democrats.

Career Peak

Brandt worked hard to relax the tension between East and West Germany with
his ‘Ostpolitik’ (Eastern Policy). He signed a nuclear non-proliferation treaty
and also agreed non-aggression treaties with Poland and the Soviet Union in
1970. The latter gave recognition to the controversial Oder-Neisse line,
confirming Poland’s western border and signalling Germany’s acceptance
of the loss of its former territory. Many accused Brandt of surrendering to the
communist East but Brandt himself believed that European relations would
not improve unless the practicalities were accepted. He had previously made
clear his commitment to West Germany’s continuing alignment with the
West, stating that West Germans would not be ‘wanderers between two
worlds’. This attitude was balanced by his belief, on which he was
campaigning as early as 1965, that ‘there will never be any real peace until
we come to a settlement with our Eastern neighbours’.
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In 1970 Brandt met the East German Premier, Willi Stoph, which led to a
treaty of mutual recognition and co-operation between the two Germanies.
The following year a treaty with Czechoslovakia was promulgated, and in
1973 East and West Germany both joined the United Nations. He also did
much to promote the expansion of the European Economic Community.
Brandt received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971 for his efforts to bridge East
and West, and his popularity was confirmed by unprecedented success for the
SPD at the polls in 1972.

Disaster struck in May 1974 when Brandt was forced to resign as Chan-
cellor after it was revealed that his colleague and aide, Giinther Guillaume,
was an East German agent.

Later Life

Brandt retained influence as an internationally respected statesman. He
remained Chairman of the SPD until 1987, was president of Socialist Inter-
national from 1976-92 and was also a member of the European Parliament
from 1979-83. In the late 1970s he headed an international commission,
which in 1980 published North-South: A Programme for Survival, calling for
the prosperous nations to do more to help the development of poorer coun-
tries. He died on 8 Oct. 1992, some 3 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall and
2 years after German re-unification. Brandt summarized his political goals
asserting that ‘For centuries Germany was a bridge between East and West’.
and adding, ‘“We are striving to build anew the shattered bridge, better,
sturdier and more reliable’.

Introduction

Alenka Bratusek, leader of the Positive Slovenia party (PS), became prime
minister in March 2013 after the previous government fell to a no confidence
vote. Heading a four-party coalition covering a wide spectrum of political
opinion, Bratusek pledged to balance austerity policies with measures to
boost growth.

Early Life

Born on 31 March 1970 in Celje, Alenka Bratusek graduated from the faculty
of natural sciences and technology at Ljubljana University in the early 1990s
and earned a master’s degree in management from the same institution in
2006. Entering public administration in 1995, she took a job at the ministry of
the economy before moving to the ministry of finance in 1999. She became
head of the ministry’s budget directorate, responsible for administering the
national budget, overseeing local government finances and drawing on Euro-
pean Union funding.

Bratusek stood unsuccessfully for parliament for the Zares party in 2008.
Having joined the newly formed PS in 2011, she was elected to parliament in
the election of Dec. that year when the PS unexpectedly claimed the largest
share of the vote. However, the party was unable to form a government and
went into opposition to Janez Jansa’s centre-right administration. In this
period, BratuSek chaired the commission for public finance control and
served on the committee for finance and monetary policy, as well as on the
committee for justice, public administration and local self-government.

Following the publication of a report that alleged corruption against both
Prime Minister JanSa and PS leader Zoran Jankovi¢, Bratusek replaced
Jankovic¢ as acting party leader in Jan. 2013. When the government fell to a
no confidence vote in Feb. 2013, Bratusek led all-party negotiations and
emerged as leader of a broad coalition, uniting the centre-left PS and Social
Democrats (SD) with the right-leaning Civic List (DL) and the Democratic
Party of Pensioners of Slovenia (DeSUS).

Career Peak

Bratusek was voted in as prime minister on 20 March 2013 with the backing
of 52 of 90 MPs. She took office with the country facing acute economic
problems. She has sought to address the immediate financial crisis while
implementing policies to secure long-term stability. In May she put forward
a set of measures including an increase in value added tax, a major privatiza-
tion programme and a restructuring of the troubled banking sector to arrest its

Bratusek, Alenka (Slovenia)

capital shortfall and avoid the need for an EU/IMF financial rescue package.
In Nov. 2013 her government won a parliamentary vote of confidence.

Bratusek resigned as prime minister on 3 May 2014, after losing the
leadership of the Positive Slovenia party to its founder Zoran Jankovi¢ in a
vote held a week earlier. She remained in her post in a caretaker capacity until
18 Sept. 2014, when Miro Cerar, who had won early parliamentary elections
in July, was named premier.

Introduction

A former Communist Party first secretary and Lithuanian president
(1992-98), Algirdas Mykolas Brazauskas became prime minister of Lithua-
nia in July 2001, representing the A. Brazauskas Social Democratic Coalition.
After his election he concentrated on leading Lithuania to European Union
(EU) and NATO membership. He resigned from office in late May 2006 after
his ruling coalition collapsed.

Early Life

Brazauskas was born on 22 Sept. 1932 in Rokiskis, northeast Lithuania. He
studied engineering and economics at Kaunas Polytechnic, graduating in
1956. Over the next 10 years he worked in industry while becoming active
in the Lithuanian Communist Party. In 1965 he joined the government of the
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic, serving first as construction materials
minister and then as deputy chairman of the state planning committee 2 years
later. By 1988 he was the first secretary of the Communist Party’s central
committee. As Communism weakened throughout the Eastern Bloc,
Brazauskas was part of a group of pro-independence Communists who
formed the Democratic Labour Party of Lithuania (LDDP), modelling the
movement on social democratic lines. As deputy prime minister between
1990-91 he was involved in Lithuania’s transition to independence. The
Communist Party became illegal in 1991. A year later the LDDP successfully
contested parliamentary elections.

Career Peak

In 1993 Brazauskas stood in Lithuania’s first post-independence presidential
elections against the independent candidate Stasys Lozoraitis. Winning the
presidency with 60.1% of votes, Brazauskas stood down as leader of the
LDDP in keeping with the impartiality of the largely ceremonial position.
Over the next 5 years, despite slow progress, Lithuania moved towards a free
market economy and forged links with Western governments, including an
EU membership application in 1995 and involvement in NATO’s Partnership
for Peace programme from 1997. In 1994 a national currency, the litas, was
introduced. Regionally, Lithuania strengthened its ties with Estonia and
Latvia and signed a treaty to cement good relations first with Poland in
1994 and then Belarus the following year. In 1998 Brazauskas was succeeded
as president by Valdas Adamkus.

Brazauskas returned to party politics heading the LDDP in opposition.
The party joined forces with several other parties (including the Lithuanian
Social Democratic Party—LSDP) as the A. Brazauskas Social Democratic
Coalition, successfully contesting the 2000 parliamentary elections. The
Lithuanian Liberal Union party’s Rolandas Paksas became prime minister.
The LDDP and the LSDP merged in 2001, and Brazauskas retained the party
leadership.

When in June 2001 Paksas’ coalition government collapsed over privat-
ization disputes, President Adamkus nominated Brazauskas as Paksas’ suc-
cessor. The following month he was appointed with 84 votes to 45. As prime
minister he continued his predecessor’s reforms needed for EU membership.
Lithuania joined in May 2004. Two months earlier Lithuania also
joined NATO.

The Oct. 2004 elections left no party with a majority of seats in parlia-
ment, but Brazauskas agreed to form a broader power-sharing coalition
(including the Labour Party which had won the most seats). He was nomi-
nated by the president to continue as prime minister and his appointment was
approved by parliament in Dec. 2004.
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Brazauskas’ position came under pressure when one of his coalition
partners, the New Union, withdrew in April 2006, and became untenable
when another party, the Labour Party, left government after the president
stated he did not trust two of their ministers following a party funding scandal.
Brazauskas left office on 31 May 2006 and announced his retirement from
politics. He died on 26 June 2010.

Introduction

Leonid Brezhnev succeeded Nikita Khrushchev as Soviet leader in 1964
following a coup. He ruled until his death in 1982. Brezhnev devoted much
of his tenure to military and foreign affairs. Less charismatic than his prede-
cessor, under him the USSR strengthened its position as a superpower though
at the expense of living standards for the average citizen.

Early Life

Leonid Brezhnev was born on 19 Dec. 1906 in Kamenskoye (later renamed
Dneprodzerzhinsk) in Russified eastern Ukraine. His father was a steelworker
and Brezhnev followed him into the industry at the age of 15. He graduated
from a land management technical school in Kursk in 1927 and worked as a
land surveyor in the region. Having joined the Communist Party in 1931, he
rose steadily through the party ranks over the next decade. He was appointed
propaganda secretary of the Dnepropetrovsk regional committee in 1939.
During World War II, he served as a political commissar attached to the armed
forces, becoming a major general in 1944.

After the war Brezhnev worked under Nikita Khrushchev in the
Ukraine, later serving as communist party chief in Moldavia (1950-53)
and Kazakhstan (1954-56). He was accepted on to the Communist Central
Committee and as a candidate member of the Politburo in 1952. He lost
these posts following the death of Stalin in 1953 but regained them 3 years
later. In Feb. 1956 he was given control over the defence industry, space
programme, heavy industry and capital construction. After supporting
Kruschev during an unsuccessful attempt to remove him in 1957, Brezhnev
won full membership of the Politburo. In 1960 he was elevated to chairman
of the presidium.

Though the nominal head of state, Brezhnev resigned the chairmanship in
1964 to work as Khrushchev’s number two on the central committee. In Oct.
1964 he led a coup against Khrushchev and replaced him as first secretary.

Career Peak

Supreme power was theoretically held jointly between Brezhnev and Aleksei
Kosygin, chairmen of the council of ministers. However, it was soon apparent
that Brezhnev was the dominant partner and he often opposed Kosygin’s
economic reforms while protecting conservative, often corrupt bureaucrats.

Alexander Dubcek’s reformist regime in Czechoslovakia prompted
Brezhnev to formulate a doctrine that was to be named after him. It asserted
the right of the Warsaw Pact partners to intervene against ‘anti-socialist
degeneration” within the Soviet bloc. He ordered the invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia after the Prague Spring in 1968, provoking international outrage, and
his tenure also saw border clashes with China.

His foreign policy extended to assisting left-wing movements in Vietnam,
the Middle East and the Third World. Throughout the 1970s he attempted to
improve relations with West Germany and followed a policy of détente with
the US. US—Soviet relations peaked in 1972 when Brezhnev and his opposite
number Richard Nixon signed the SALT treaty that curbed the development
of certain nuclear projects.

However, both sides remained deeply suspicious of the other. In 1979 the
US congress failed to ratify SALT II and Brezhnev (by now titular head of
state as well as party) ordered the invasion of Afghanistan to support its ailing
leftist government. Relations between the two further soured when Brezhnev
encouraged the suppression of the Polish Solidarity trade union movement in
the early 1980s.

Brezhnev oversaw a rapid expansion of the Soviet military and industrial
bases during the 1970s and agreed massive spending to ensure the USSR led
the space race. The domestic price was great, with the agricultural and
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consumer-goods sectors failing badly and the standard of living declining.
In addition, political oppression and persecution of dissidents was rife under
his regime.

His last years in power were spent in senility. He suffered a mild stroke in
March 1982 and died of a heart attack on 10 Nov.

Introduction

Basil Brooke, who became 1st Viscount Brookeborough in 1952, was a
British Ulster Unionist who served as Northern Ireland’s prime minister
from 1943 until 1963. A hard-line anti-Catholic, the later years of his tenure
were dominated by a declining economy. He resigned the premiership on
health grounds.

Early Life

Basil Stanlake Brooke was born on 9 June 1888, in Colebrooke Park,
Brookeborough, County Fermanagh. His father was Sir Arthur Douglas
Brooke, the 4th Baronet, and the family was raised on a 30,000-acre estate.

Basil was schooled for 5 years in Pau, in southwest France before
attending Winchester College and then the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst. He succeeded his father to become the 5th Baronet in 1907. In
1908 he joined the Royal Fusiliers and, 3 years later, the 10th Hussars. He
served with distinction in the First World War before giving up military life
for farming in 1920.

In 1921 he entered the Northern Ireland senate but served only a year
before becoming commandant of the Ulster Special Constabulary, which was
focussed on defeating the IRA. In 1929 he won the Lisnakea constituency in
County Fermanagh and took his seat in Northern Ireland’s parliament on
behalf of the Ulster Unionist Party. He became minister of agriculture in 1933,
urging landowners not to employ Catholics, whom he accused of being ‘out to
destroy Ulster’. He took over the commerce portfolio in 1941.

Career Peak

When John Andrews came under pressure to resign as prime minister in 1943,
Brooke stepped in to replace him. He remained in parliament despite being
made a Viscount in 1952 (which qualified him for a seat in the House of
Lords). During his tenure, he sought to tighten links between the government
and the Orange Order while distancing Catholics and trades unionists.

Northern Ireland’s industrial base crumbled badly from the 1950s
on. Popular support for Brooke fell away and his inability to reverse the
economic decline prompted doubts over his leadership from within his own
party. In 1963 he gave up the premiership because of poor health but remained
in the Northern Irish parliament for another 5 years.

Later Life

From the back benches Brooke strongly opposed the conciliatory approach to
Dublin taken by his successor, Terrence O’Neill. Away from politics, Brooke
built up a large portfolio of business interests. He died at his family home on
18 Aug. 1973.

Introduction

Gordon Brown became prime minister in June 2007, fulfilling the long-held
expectation that he would succeed Tony Blair, his co-architect of New Labour
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in the 1990s. Before taking over the premiership, Brown was for 10 years
chancellor of the exchequer, the longest serving holder of that office since the
1832 Reform Act. His tenure at the treasury coincided with a long period of
economic growth but his premiership was progressively been overshadowed
by the global banking and financial crisis that escalated from the autumn of
2008. With poor opinion poll ratings in the lead-up to the general election on
6 May 2010, Labour lost 91 seats and Brown failed to secure a fourth term in
office. Subsequently he resigned as both prime minister and leader of the
Labour party.

Early Life

James Gordon Brown was born on 20 Feb. 1951 in Glasgow, Scotland. His
father was a Church of Scotland minister. Brown attended Kirkcaldy High
School until, at 16, he went to Edinburgh University where he graduated with
a first in history and undertook a PhD (The Labour Party and Political
Change in Scotland, 1918-29). He joined the Labour Party in 1969 and
between 1972—75 served as rector of Edinburgh University and chair of the
University Court. From 1976-80 he was a lecturer at Edinburgh and Caledo-
nian universities. In 1979 he ran an unsuccessful campaign to win the
Edinburgh South seat at the general election. The following year he took a
job with Scottish TV until 1983.

At the general elections of 1983 Brown was elected MP for Dunfermline
East in Fife. He was appointed opposition spokesman on trade and industry
before becoming shadow chief secretary to the treasury then shadow secretary
of state for trade and industry. When John Smith, then shadow chancellor,
suffered a heart attack in 1988, Brown took up Smith’s position on an interim
basis. His success in this role confirmed him as shadow chancellor in 1992.
By then Smith had succeeded Neil Kinnock as party leader.

When Smith died in May 1994, Brown and Tony Blair were the two front-
runners to take over. It is widely believed that they struck a deal allowing Blair
a clear run for the party leadership and potentially the premiership, with
Brown as heir apparent to Blair at a future date. This was to become a matter
of personal contention.

Blair and Brown were the architects of New Labour in the mid-1990s. It
was essentially a party rebranding that sought to banish memories of the high
inflation, high unemployment and union unrest that marred Labour’s last
period in government in the 1970s. Espousing a political ‘Third Way’. rooted
between capitalism and liberal socialism, Brown used his time as shadow
chancellor to convince the management and financial sector that he would be
a safe pair of hands when in charge of the treasury.

The New Labour project came to fruition with a landslide victory
over the Conservatives at the 1997 general election. Brown was duly
appointed chancellor. Among Brown’s first actions was to grant indepen-
dence to the Bank of England in setting interest rates. This allayed fears that
he would overly intervene in economic affairs. He also set out five eco-
nomic tests for joining the European single currency (which remain unmet),
including evidence of long-term convergence with other European econo-
mies. Under Brown the economy was to enjoy its longest ever period of
sustained economic growth. Despite claims by opponents that he was
reaping the rewards of careful management by his Conservative predeces-
sors, he won a reputation as an ‘Iron Chancellor’ exercising responsible
fiscal control.

It is generally accepted that relations between Brown and Blair deterio-
rated markedly from 2005. When Blair indicated that he would not fight a
fourth election, pressure mounted on him to specify the date when he would
leave office. The issue came to a head in Sept. 2006 when several Labour MPs
spoke out, seemingly with tacit support from Brown, against Blair’s silence.
Blair announced that he would step down by Sept. 2007.

Brown’s suitability to be prime minister was under scrutiny before he took
office. Blairites accused him of hindering the ‘Labour project’. with Alastair
Campbell, Blair’s chief spin doctor for many years, describing him as ‘psy-
chologically flawed’. While Brown’s supporters considered him to be intel-
lectually strong and highly principled, his critics objected to his over-reliance
on a closed circle of confidantes.

Career Peak

On taking office on 27 June 2007 after winning the leadership of the
Labour Party, Brown faced a resurgent Conservative party attempting to
reclaim the political middle ground under the leadership of David
Cameron. The threat from terrorism also remained, and the public
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finances were coming under greater strain than at any point during his
term as chancellor. Nevertheless, early optimism about the Brown gov-
ernment’s political prospects fuelled temporary speculation about a pos-
sible snap general election.

In Sept. 2007 a financial crisis (linked to a wider international credit
contraction) at Northern Rock, the UK’s fifth largest mortgage lender, led to
emergency short-term support by the Bank of England and the first run on a
British bank for 140 years. In Feb. 2008 the Brown government announced
the bank’s temporary nationalization. Further bad press from late 2007,
relating to losses of computerized personal data held by public sector agencies
on millions of citizens, also damaged the government’s reputation. Renewed
controversy over alleged covert and undeclared financial donations to the
Labour Party prompted the first ministerial resignation from the Brown
cabinet in Jan. 2008. By May, the fall in Labour’s popularity was evident in
its worst local election results in 40 years.

As the global financial crisis deepened and the threat of economic
recession gathered pace in the autumn of 2008, the government part-
nationalized three leading UK banks as part of a massive rescue package.
A further major funding injection to support the domestic banking sector
followed in Jan. 2009. Meanwhile, the Bank of England cut its base
interest rate progressively to reach just 0.5%—the lowest level in its
history—by March 2009. Nevertheless, unemployment continued to
surge. Although Brown was praised in international forums such as the
G20 for his leadership and decisive response to the global financial
crisis, the UK’s prolonged recession (with six consecutive quarters of
contraction before slight growth was recorded in Oct.—Dec. 2009) had a
negative effect on his poll ratings. Labour also fared poorly in elections to
the European Parliament and the English local elections in June 2009, and
there were rumblings of discontent within the party over Brown’s leader-
ship. A cabinet reshuffle in June 2009 followed damaging ministerial
resignations, Labour lost a safe seat in a parliamentary by-election in
Norwich in July, and in Jan. 2010 Brown survived a plot by backbench
Labour MPs to dislodge him. Meanwhile, Parliament was undermined in
the eyes of the public after a damaging scandal over members’ expenses
claims.

In foreign affairs, Brown maintained Britain’s military commitments in
Afghanistan and Iraq, although in Dec. 2008 he confirmed that British forces
would end all combat operations in Iraq by the end of May 2009 and leave the
country at the end of July. In Nov. 2009 he ordered a further 500 British
soldiers to Afghanistan, despite mounting fatalities and dwindling public
support for the war. Within the European Union, he endorsed the controver-
sial new treaty on institutional and administrative reform, which was signed in
Lisbon, Portugal in 2007 and eventually came into force in Dec. 2009.
Despite early speculation that he would put some distance between UK and
US foreign policy, Brown and President Barack Obama reaffirmed the special
relationship between the two countries in March 2009 when the prime
minister became the first European leader to meet his US counterpart in
Washington.

In the run-up to the general election in May 2010, allegations were made
about Brown’s aggressive and bullying attitude to staff and colleagues,
casting another shadow over Labour’s prospects for victory. The Conserva-
tives took 306 seats and 36.1% of the vote to Labour’s 258 and 29.0%. Owing
to the Conservatives’ lack of an absolute majority Brown initially remained
prime minister while coalition negotiations took place between the Conser-
vatives and the Liberal Democrats. A ‘rainbow’ alliance between the Labour
party, the Liberal Democrats and other minor parties was mooted but the
Liberals eventually decided in favour of a Conservative coalition. Brown
resigned on 11 May admitting that he held himself personally accountable for
the Labour defeat and was succeeded by David Cameron as prime minister.
Harriet Harman became acting Labour party leader.

Later Life

After leaving office Brown devoted time to helping more children have
access to schooling around the world and boosting internet development,
working for organizations such as the World Wide Web Foundation (as a
board director) and the Global Campaign for Education. His book dealing
with the global financial crisis, Beyond the Crash, was published in 2010. In
April 2011 Brown was appointed to an unpaid advisory role at the World
Economic Forum. He remained MP for Kirkcaldy and Cowdenbeath until
2015.
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Introduction

Doctor and politician, Gro Harlem Brundtland was three times prime minister
of Norway between 1981-96 representing the Labour party. The first female
Norwegian prime minister, she aimed to appoint an equal number of male and
female ministers and set a minimum of 40% for the proportion of Labour
party female candidates. Nationally, Brundtland implemented leftwing eco-
nomic and social policies. Internationally, she championed global health and
environment issues, her role leading to her appointment as Director-General
of the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1998. Her international work
raised Norway’s profile within the international community.

Early Life

Born on 20 April 1939 in Baerum, Oslo, Brundtland’s father was a doctor and
an active member of the Labour party who served as defence minister.
Brundtland herself was enrolled in the Labour party’s junior section at the
age of seven. Following her father’s career to the US and later to Egypt,
Brundtland developed an international outlook from an early age. She studied
medicine at Oslo before winning a scholarship to the Harvard School of
Public Health. In 1960 she married the leader of the opposition Conservative
party, Ame Olav Brundtland. Gaining experience in public health from 1965
she worked for the health ministry, concentrating on children’s health and in
1970 became director for the Oslo children’s health service. In the 1970s her
pro-abortion activism raised her public profile.

Brundtland’s early politic activity was spent in local government, but her
work for the health ministry led to her appointment as environment minister in
1974, a post she held for 5 years. Concurrently, she was raising her profile
within the Labour party and between 1975-81 she was deputy leader. In 1979
she left her ministerial post to concentrate on modernizing the Labour party.
In 1981 she ran for the party leadership and once secured, held the position for
the next 11 years.

Career Peak

When in 1981 Prime Minister Nordli retired through ill health, Brundtland
saw out his term, leading a minority Labour government. At 41 she was the
youngest Norwegian leader and its first female prime minister. After 9 months,
and with Labour’s defeat by Kéare Willoch’s Conservatives, she left national
politics and concentrated on international issues concerning public health and
the environment. In 1983 she was invited by the UN to found and lead the
World Commission on Environment and Development, termed the
Brundtland Commission, which promoted sustainable development. The
commission produced the 1987 report Our Common Future, and its work
was instrumental in bringing about the 1992 UN Rio Summit on environment.
In 1985 she joined the board of the ‘Better World Society’ and also worked on
the UN Commission for Disarmament and Security. Her international efforts
for health, development and environment brought her recognition and in 1988
she was granted the Third World Foundation prize.

In 1986 Brundtland returned to national politics leading the Labour party
to victory. In her second term her appointed cabinet comprised nine men and
eight women, creating the most balanced female-male government in West-
ern politics. She also created a 40% minimum rate of female candidature
within the Labour party. On a domestic level, Brundtland implemented
leftwing social and economic policies, but plummeting global oil prices led
to the introduction of austerity measures. In the 1989 elections, Brundtland
was defeated by a centre-right coalition led by Jan Peder. Its success was short
lived and by the following year Brundtland was again appointed prime
minister.

Three years later she was elected for a second consecutive term. She
resigned as Labour leader in 1992 and was succeeded by Thorbjern Jagland.
Her international outlook put her in favour of EU membership and she led a
strong campaign in the early 1990s. Despite these efforts, Norwegians voted
against in a 1994 referendum. In 1996 she retired from national politics.
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Later Life

Following her departure from Norwegian politics, Brundtland turned to
international politics. Her dedication to the advancement of sustainable
development led to her appointment in 1998 as Director-General of WHO,
succeeding Hiroshi Nakayima. Her main initiatives were measures against
malaria and tuberculosis. She retired in July 2003.

Introduction

John Bruton was Irish Prime Minister (7aoiseach) from Dec. 1994—June
1997, heading a coalition government which included his Fine Gael party.
He played a leading role in the Northern Irish Peace Process, arguing that a
united Ireland would occur only if it received majority support in the North.
His firm stance against the IRA and other paramilitary groups brought him
into conflict with nationalists.

Early Life

John Gereard Bruton was born in Dublin on 18 May 1947. He studied
economics at University College, Dublin before qualifying as a barrister
from Kings Inn, Dublin at the age of 23. In 1969 he entered the Dail as a
member of Fine Gael. He worked in farming throughout his political career.
During the 1970s he was the parliamentary secretary for the minister of
education and later of industry and commerce.

In 1981, in Garret FitzGerald’s coalition government, Bruton was
appointed minister of finance, a post he held from mid-1981 to early 1982.
He was minister at the time of the controversial budget clause imposing tax on
childrens’ shoes that precipitated the fall of the FitzGerald government.
Between 1983 and 1986 Bruton was the minister for industry and trade,
then finance minister and briefly minister for the public service.

In 1990 Bruton took over from Alan Dukes as leader of Fine Gael and led
the party to a poor showing at the 1992 elections. However, the administration
of Prime Minister Albert Reynolds was seriously undermined by internal
party conflict and scandal. It collapsed in late 1994 and Bruton, without
having to go to the polls, formed a coalition government. Known as the
Rainbow Coalition, it comprised Fine Gael, Labour and the Democratic Left.

Career Peak

Bruton was criticized as a weak leader but his tenure coincided with an
economic upsurge. He also won support for liberalizing divorce. As for North-
em Ireland, he continued Reynold’s work in establishing a framework with the
British government for a negotiated peace. He positioned himself firmly against
terrorist groups within the Republic and considered majority support in Ulster
to be a pre-requisite for a re-unification. Shortly after he assumed office he
launched a Framework Document with British Prime Minister John Major
which set out the necessary conditions for a negotiated peace.

A Joint Communique followed in Nov. 1995 which invited parties to
peace talks and established an international advisory group to investigate
arms decomissioning. The subsequent report, known as the Mitchell Report
after US senator George Mitchell and published in Jan. 1996, proposed
discussions on a political formula and decommissioning proceeding in tan-
dem. Talks, headed by Mitchell, began in June.

The IRA ended its ceasefire in 1996 but peace negotiations continued for
the duration of Bruton’s time in office. After losing the 1997 election he was
replaced as prime minister by Bertie Ahern. The peace talks culminated in the
Good Friday Agreement of 1998 which made provision for the devolution of
government powers to a Northern Irish assembly.

Later Life

Bruton remained Fine Gael leader after the 1997 defeat. In 2000 the Northern
Irish Assembly was suspended over the decommissioning of weapons.
Bruton responded by urging an end to paramilitary attacks and by calling
for paramilitary groups to sign up to the Mitchell Principles on which the


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf

62

Good Friday Agreement was based. Bruton survived several party leadership
challenges but in Jan. 2001 he lost a vote of confidence and resigned. He was
succeeded by Michael Noonan.

Introduction

Forbes Burnham was the first prime minister of independent Guyana. He was
in office for 21 years and was responsible for the formation of his country’s
political structure. Elected to government with the aid and approval of the
USA in 1964 after a campaign of harassment against the previous govern-
ment, Burnham proceeded to follow a pro—capitalist and moderate pro-
gramme of reforms. His increasingly autocratic style at the end of the 1960s
damaged the economy and quality of life deteriorated. His party was widely
believed to have rigged the elections in 1968, 1973, 1978 and 1980 to
maintain power. He was married twice, to Sheila Lataste in 1951 and to
Viola Harper in 1967; he had five daughters.

Early Life

Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham was born in Kitty, East Demerara, British
Guiana on the 20 Feb. 1923 to parents of African descent. He attended
Queen’s College in Georgetown, and in 1942 won the British Guiana Schol-
arship. He travelled to England in 1945 to study law at the University of
London and gained his LLB in 1947.

In 1949 he returned to Guyana to enter politics, co-founding, with Cheddi
Jagan, the People’s Progressive Party in 1950. He was appointed chairman.
Burnham was elected to Georgetown City Council in 1952, and to the
Legislature a year later. He was made minister of education after the first
general elections with universal suffrage. He challenged Jagan for the lead-
ership of the party but was forced to back down. After 133 days the British,
fearing the socialist direction of the new government, suspended the consti-
tution on 9 Oct. 1953.

Encouraged by the British, on 13 Feb. 1955 Burnham led a split of the PPP.
He proposed a more moderate party, less committed to socialism and acceptable
to the British. The divide followed mainly racial lines, with Burnham leading
the Afro-Guyanese section and Jagan heading the Indo—Guyanese faction. In
the general election held under limited suffrage in Aug. 1957, Burnham’s party
performed worse than anticipated, winning only 3 out of 14 seats. Burnham
was appointed leader of the opposition, merging with two other small parties to
form the People’s National Congress (PNC).

From 1957—64, Burnham continued to lead the opposition, with the PPP
winning the 1961 election with 20 seats out of 35. The period of 1961-64 was
characterized by strikes, riots and protests against the PPP and between the
divided ethnic groups. The PNC combined with the United Front (UF) and
was aided by CIA in attempts to destabilize the government. In May 1963
PNC headquarters were raided and ammunition and documents detailing
assassination plans for PPP leaders were found.

The British government changed the voting system in 1964 in a response
to pressure from the PNC as they believed it unfairly represented the East
Indian community. The switch to proportional representation in the general
election on 7 Dec. 1964 saw the vote split between the PPP (46%), the PNC
(41%) and the UF (12%). At the invitation of the governor the PNC and the
UF proceeded to form a coalition government and Burnham was elected
prime minister.

Career Peak

In May 1966 Guyana became independent and Burnham was appointed prime
minister. He enforced a moderate line, cutting ties with Cuba and encouraging
local and foreign investment. He steered towards a non—aligned socialist
state, but held to a pro—capitalist economic policy. He implemented a wider
range of benefits especially in health (including the establishment of rural
clinics) but also in education, housing, road and bridge building, agriculture
and rural development. With these policies he attempted to attract members of
the Afro—Guyanese middle class, differentiate himself from the PPP and
attract international investment and aid. His tenure was disturbed by border
disputes with Venezuela from Oct. 1966.
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By the general election of 1968 the PNC, aided by defections from the
PPP and the UF, held a majority in the National Assembly. The PNC won
30 seats, the PPP 19 and the UF 4; Burnham retained his position as prime
minister though it was claimed by many that the elections were fraudulent.

Burnham’s second term was marred in 1969 by a rebellion among
ranchers in Rupununi region, which was put down by the military. Burnham
started moving in a new political direction, proclaiming Guyana as a Coop-
erative Republic in 1970 and taking an increasingly socialist stance. His
leadership also became increasingly autocratic. He re—established diplomatic
relations with Cuba and the Soviet Union and between 1971-76 carried out a
nationalization programme, reducing the private sector’s share of the econ-
omy to 10% by seizing American and Canadian-owned mines and British
sugar plantations and refineries.

In the general election of 10 July 1973 the PNC won a two third majority,
though accusations of vote-rigging were again widespread. Burnham
endeavoured to extend government control by amending the constitution
and abolishing legal appeals to the Privy Council in London and politicizing
the civil service. All mechanisms of state were considered part of the PNC and
under its control. Burnham also sought a position of leadership among third
world countries, becoming a force in the non-aligned movement. In 1972 he
hosted the Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non—Aligned Countries.

In an attempt to consolidate his rule, Burnham cancelled the general
election of 1978 in favour of a national referendum. Burnham claimed a
75% turnout and 97% approval for his government. In 1978 the mass suicide
of 900 people of a religious cult called Jonestown, preceded by their assas-
sination of a USA government official, put Burnham’s government under
intense foreign scrutiny.

Constitutional changes in 1980 gave Burnham even wider executive
powers when he became president of Guyana. Elections later that year saw
the PNC claim 77% of the vote. In the 1980s, Burnham held to his ambition to
build a socialist society. The economy stagnated, the quality of life decreased
and the country’s infrastructure and public services deteriorated.

Burnham died in office on 6 Aug. 1985 whilst undergoing a throat
operation.

Introduction

The 41st president of the United States, George Herbert Wallace Bush was
vice-president of the United States under Ronald W. Reagan from 1991-89
and served one term as president from 1989-93. He is best remembered for
establishing a multi-national military force which defeated Iraq during the
1991 Persian Gulf War and forced it to withdraw from Kuwait.

Early Life

Born on 12 June 1924 in Milton, Massachusetts, Bush’s father was a senator
and an investment banker. Bush grew up in Greenwich, Connecticut. After
graduating from Phillips Academy in Andover he joined the U.S. Naval
Reserve and during World War II served for 2 years as a torpedo bomber
pilot in the Pacific. He flew 58 combat missions and won the Distinguished
Flying Cross for his services. In 1945 Bush married Barbara Pierce with
whom he would have six children, one of which died aged three of leukaemia.
He attended Yale University and then moved with his family to Texas. In 1953
he co-founded the Zapata Petroleum Corporation and became president of the
company’s new subsidiary in 1954.

In 1964, Bush stood down as president of the Zapata Offshore Company
to pursue a career in politics. He won the Republican nomination for a senate
seat, although he lost to Democrat Ralph Yarborough. Bush was elected to the
House of Representatives in 1966 and was re-elected 2 years later. He gave up
his seat in 1970 to run for the senate but lost again this time to Democrat
Lloyd Bentsen, Jr.

President Richard M. Nixon appointed Bush as the United States” ambas-
sador to the United Nations and in 1973 he became chairman of the Republican
National Committee. Bush initially supported Nixon during the Watergate
crisis, but when it became clear that the president had been lying he wrote to
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him urging him to resign. Under President Gerald R. Ford, Bush served as the
chief of the U.S. Liaison Office in Beijing for 2 years before becoming head of
the Central Intelligence Agency in 1976. He resigned his post with the CIA in
1977 when James E. Carter became president and returned to Texas to work as
the chairman of the First National Bank in Houston.

In 1979, Bush announced that he would seek the Republican presidential
nomination. A more moderate candidate than his main rival Reagan, Bush
was easily defeated but accepted Reagan’s offer to be his running mate and
helped him defeat Jimmy Carter his Democrat rival by a wide margin.

Career Peak

Bush was inaugurated as vice-president on 20 Jan. 1981 and 2 months later
was forced to assume some presidential duties after Reagan was hospitalized
by an assassination attempt. As vice-president, Bush visited more than
60 countries and headed task forces on terrorism and drugs. In 1984 Reagan
and Bush were successfully re-nominated as Republican candidates and won
a second term in office. Like Reagan, Bush denied direct involvement in the
Iran-Contra affair claiming he was ‘out of the loop’.

Bush published an autobiography in 1987 entitled Looking Forward and
in Oct. announced that he would seek the Republican presidential nomina-
tion. After sweeping to success in the southern primaries, he was nominated
by the Republican Convention in Aug. Choosing Dan Quayle as his running
mate, he campaigned for a ‘kinder, gentler nation’. famously announcing:
‘Read my lips, no new taxes’. In the election, Bush defeated Democratic
opponent Michael S. Dukakis by 54% to 46% to become the first vice-
president to succeed directly to the presidency via election since 1836.

During his single presidential term, foreign affairs dominated Bush’s
agenda. In Dec. 1989 he authorized an invasion of Panama to topple General
Manuel Antonio Noriega from power. In Nov. 1990, after the virtual collapse
of communism in Eastern Europe, Bush signed a non-aggression pact with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev which effectively ended the Cold War and
went on to agree a mutual reduction of nuclear weapons.

In 1990-91 Bush assembled a coalition of European and Arab states to
counter the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Around 500,000 US troops were
stationed in the Persian Gulf and when trade embargoes and diplomacy failed
to persuade Iraq to withdraw, Bush authorized a military offensive, beginning
on 16 Jan. 1991. By the end of Feb. Kuwaiti independence had been restored.
The same year Bush helped initiate peace talks between Israel and its Arab
neighbours and withheld $10bn. in loan guarantees to Israel until it halted the
building of new settlements in the occupied territories.

Domestically, Bush’s hand was hampered by Democrat control of both
houses of Congress. In 1990, Bush reneged on his pledge that there would be
‘no new taxes’. a reversal that did much to damage his popularity. Bush was
forced to draft anew budget proposal after his deficit-reduction plan was rejected
and had to drop his plans to cut capital gains tax. Unemployment grew through-
out 1991. Bush introduced new bills to supplement unemployment benefits and
visited several countries in an attempt to increase exports and create new jobs.

In 1992, the uncertainties affecting the economy and his broken tax
promise undermined Bush’s campaign for re-election and he was defeated
by William J. Clinton by 43% to 38% with third party candidate Ross Perot
winning 19% of the vote

Later Life

After losing the 1992 election Bush returned to live in Houston and retired from
political life. His son Jeb was elected governor of Florida in 1998 and his son
George W. graduated from twice governor of Texas to the presidency by beating
Al Gore in the 2000 presidential election—thereby rivalling the achievement of
John Quincy Adams in 1824 by following his father into the White House.

Introduction

The 43rd president of the USA, George Walker Bush took office in 2001 after
one of the most controversial presidential elections in history. He was the first
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president since 1888 to reach the White House despite losing the popular
vote. Within 9 months of taking office, Bush was plunged into one of the most
challenging periods of any presidency after the USA was attacked by Islamic
extremists on 11 Sept. 2001. There followed military action against the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan. In Feb. 2003, against opposition in the UN,
Bush authorized US-led forces to attack Iraq and remove Saddam Hussein
from power. He was re-elected in Nov. 2004 for a second term with 51% of the
popular vote and inaugurated in Jan. 2005. His approval ratings subsequently
declined as public hostility to US military involvement in Iraq increased,
culminating in defeat for his Republican Party in mid-term congressional
elections in Nov. 2006. He left office on the completion of his second
presidential term in Jan. 2009.

Early Life

Bush was born in New Haven, Connecticut on 6 July 1946 and grew up in
Midland and Houston, Texas. He attended Phillips Academy, Yale University
and the Harvard Business School, and was awarded a degree in history and an
MBA. Bush served as a pilot in the Texas National Guard in the 1960s and set
up his own oil and gas business in the mid-1970s.

Failing to get elected as a Republican Party candidate to the House of
Representatives in 1978, he returned to his oil business until 1986 when he
sold his interests to help his father George H. W. Bush in his successful
campaign to become US president in the 1988 elections. In 1989 Bush headed
a group of investors who bought the Texas Rangers baseball team and acted as
managing general partner of the team for 5 years. In 1994 he successfully
challenged Ann Richards, the Democratic governor of Texas, winning 53.5%
of the vote.

Bush’s tough stance on drugs and crime, allied with large tax cuts, a
welfare reform programme and increased spending on education, proved
popular and he was re-elected governor in 1998. In 1999 he announced that
he would try for the Republican presidential nomination. His campaign fund
raised $100 m., a figure that persuaded many of his opponents to withdraw
from the race. Despite losing the New Hampshire primary, Bush recovered to
secure the nomination and to pick former secretary of defense Richard
Cheney as his running mate.

Bush’s campaign focused on promises of tax cuts and ‘compassionate
conservative’ social policies. Despite taking an early lead in the polls, the gap
between Bush and his Democratic opponent Al Gore narrowed as the election
approached. Bush lost the popular vote by 500,000 votes, but the outcome of
the election ultimately hinged on Florida’s 25 electoral college votes. Bush
narrowly led Gore in Florida after machine counts, but Gore sought a manual
recount of several counties and the final result of the election remained
uncertain for 5 weeks as the courts debated legal challenges and counter-
challenges. The Florida Supreme Court ordered a manual recount in two
counties but the US Supreme Court reversed this decision, handing Bush the
election by 271 electoral college votes to 266.

Career Peak

Bush was inaugurated as the 43rd president of the USA on 20 Jan. 2001,
becoming only the second son of a former president to also reach the White
House. With much controversy still surrounding his election he immediately
struck a conciliatory stance, declaring: ‘I was not elected to serve one party,
but to serve one nation’.

In April 2001 Bush presented his first detailed budget proposals, includ-
ing a $1.6 trn. tax cut. He was forced to trim this figure to $1.25 trn. in May
after bowing to pressure from Congress. The same month, the Republicans
lost control of the Senate for the first time in 7 years when Senator James
Jeffords left the party to serve as an independent. Nevertheless, Bush still won
approval from the House and the Senate for millions of tax refund cheques,
reductions in most tax rates and tax relief measures for married couples and
the parents of young children.

In March 2001, Bush refused to ratify the environmental measures
recommended by the Kyoto Agreement on global warming and climate
change, attracting criticism from European nations. In Aug. Congress
approved his plan to stimulate energy production, involving billions of dollars
in tax breaks and exploration incentives for energy producers.

Bush also initiated a highly controversial plan to replace the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty with a new accord so that he could introduce a US
missile defence system. Having discussed this proposal with the Russian
president Vladimir Putin, the two leaders agreed in May 2002 to reduce
their respective strategic nuclear warheads by two-thirds over the next
10 years.
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Bush’s presidency and the US’s relationship with the rest of the world
were transformed by the events of 11 Sept. 2001 when two hijacked passenger
airliners were crashed into the World Trade Center towers in New York City.
Another hit the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., while a fourth came down in a
Pennsylvania field before reaching its intended target, which may have been
the White House. Both World Trade Center towers collapsed and part of the
Pentagon was destroyed. The total number of people killed was around 3,000,
including many rescue workers.

The attacks had international political and economic ramifications.
Bush announced a war against terrorism. With evidence pointing to
the involvement of Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaeda organization, the
president threatened military action against Afghanistan’s Taliban regime
which had been sheltering the terrorist network. Bush sought to establish a
global alliance to put pressure on Afghanistan, receiving support
from Europe as well as co-operation from Pakistan and Uzbekistan and
the acquiescence of Iran. In Oct. 2001 mainly US and British forces attacked
Taliban and al-Qaeda forces in Afghanistan and the following month the
Northern Alliance, an Afghan group opposed to the Taliban, retook
the capital, Kabul. Meetings of various Afghan leaders were organized
by the UN to produce a new interim government (headed by Hamid Karzai)
and to ratify an agreement allowing a UN peacekeeping force to enter
Afghanistan.

As well as maintaining his war on terror, Bush also sought to counter
the economic effects of the Sept. 11 attacks as the USA entered recession.
He announced an economic revitalization package, including an extra
$18 bn. for emergency military spending, and sent the US budget into
deficit for the first time in 5 years. Defence remained Bush’s priority into
2002. In Nov. he announced the creation of a department of homeland
security, an amalgamation of 22 agencies with a budget of $40 bn.
He also set up a commission to investigate the failure of intelligence
agencies to prevent the 11 Sept. 2001 attacks. In Jan. 2003 Bush announced
a further stimulus for the US economy including tax cuts and extended
unemployment aid.

In Jan. 2002, in his State of the Union address, Bush referred to North
Korea, Iran and Iraq as ‘an axis of evil’. From the following Sept. he began to
focus on Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq which he accused of stockpiling
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). He successfully campaigned for a UN
resolution demanding a renewal of weapons inspections. UN inspectors
began their investigation in Nov. 2002 and were scheduled to make their
final report in Jan. 2003. The resolution required Iraq’s full co-operation, and
in Dec. 2002 the government provided a dossier detailing Iraq’s chemical,
biological and nuclear capabilities. The document was sent to UN experts for
analysis to decide if it complied with the resolution’s demands. The USA
increased its military presence in the Middle East throughout Dec. 2002 and
Jan. 2003.

In his report to the Security Council on 27 Jan. 2003, the head of the UN
weapons inspectors criticized Iraq’s insufficient co-operation but concluded
that the investigations neither proved nor disproved that Iraq had a nuclear
weapons programme. Following talks with UK Prime Minister Tony Blair
in early Feb. Bush agreed to work with the UN towards a further resolution
sanctioning action against Iraq unless it disarmed. Deep divisions within the
Security Council emerged, notably between the USA, UK and Spain in
favour of a military threat and France, Germany, Russia and China opposing
military intervention. With Bush emphasizing his right to act independently
ofthe UN, attempts to draft a second resolution acceptable to all parties were
abandoned.

US-led forces launched an invasion of Iraq in March 2003. By
early April 2003 troops were in control of the country and
Saddam Hussein’s regime had collapsed. Bush also threatened Syria with
sanctions after suggesting that the Syrian government was harbouring
members of Saddam Hussein’s regime and was developing chemical
weapons. In May 2003 the UN ratified a resolution, co-sponsored by the
USA, UK and Spain, on Iraq’s future. Under its terms UN special represen-
tatives were to co-operate with the occupying forces to form a new govern-
ment and the occupying forces were to remain until an internationally-
acceptable government was in place. In July 2004 a critical US Senate
report said that the USA and its allies had gone to war in Iraq on flawed
intelligence.

While substantial US forces remained in Iraq helping to quell an Islamic
insurgency, Bush supported moves to introduce representative government.
National elections to a new parliament were held in Dec. 2005. However,
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despite the formation of an Iraqi government of national unity, sectarian
violence between the Shia and Sunni Muslim communities escalated during
2006. There was also much publicity surrounding the alleged abuse of Iraqi
prisoners in US military custody (and similarly of terrorist suspects detained
since the Afghanistan campaign at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba). Meanwhile, military involvement in Iraq was becoming increasingly
unpopular with US voters. In Nov. 2006 Bush’s authority was seriously
undermined when the Republican Party lost control of both the House of
Representatives and the Senate in mid-term congressional elections and his
secretary of defense, Donald Rumsfeld, resigned. In Dec. 2006 a US
bipartisan commission (known as the Iraq Study Group) suggested that
the Bush administration could reduce the number of US troops in Iraq by
the spring of 2008. Bush rejected the idea of troop withdrawal, choosing
instead to deploy around a further 20,000 troops in 2007 to reinforce
security in Baghdad.

Meanwhile, US policy towards Iran in particular remained hostile, based
on alleged Iranian interference in Iraq and Lebanon and on Iran’s continuing
nuclear development programme in defiance of UN Security Council
demands (in response to which the USA imposed further economic sanctions
in Oct. 2007).

Attempts to settle the Israeli-Palestinian conflict led in April 2003 to the
‘roadmap to peace’. jointly produced by the USA, UN, EU and Russia.
This called for an immediate ceasefire to pave the way for a Palestinian
state. Then in April 2004, in a major shift of US policy, Bush announced
his endorsement of Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon’s plan to remove
all Jewish settlements in Gaza (completed in summer 2005) while holding
on to larger settlement blocs in the occupied West Bank, accepting
that Israel would not make a full and complete return to its pre-1967
borders. Any prospects of peace in 2006 were undermined by a brief
but destructive war in Lebanon in July—Aug. between Israel and the
radical Lebanese Hizbollah Shia militia, for which Bush held Iranian and
Syrian interference largely responsible. Meanwhile, the US administration
sought to isolate the militant Islamist Hamas government which had
come to power in Palestinian parliamentary elections in Jan. 2006.
By mid-2007 factional hostility between Hamas and the mainstream
Palestinian Fatah movement led by Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas had escalated into civil war, resulting in Hamas taking control of
Gaza and Fatah’s ascendancy in the West Bank. In Nov. 2007 Bush hosted
an international conference in Annapolis, Maryland, in an attempt to
relaunch Israeli-Palestinian negotiations for peace. However, the early
months 0f 2008 saw only an intensification of Israeli military action against
the Palestinians in Gaza and Hamas rocket and suicide bombing attacks
against Israel.

Relations with North Korea worsened from late 2002/early 2003
when Pyongyang reactivated a nuclear plant unused since a treaty was
signed in 1994 while demanding the withdrawal of UN International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors. Kim Jong Il then withdrew
from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, accusing the USA of posing a
nuclear threat and planning to overthrow his government. Bush outlined a
‘tailored containment’ strategy, involving economic sanctions, but the pro-
posals faced opposition from the South Korean government. There followed
2 years of inconclusive negotiations between North Korea and the USA,
together with South Korea, Japan, China and Russia. During this period
Kim’s regime admitted publicly in Feb. 2005 that it had built nuclear
weapons for self-defence before agreeing in principle in Sept. 2005 to
give up its development programme in return for aid and security guaran-
tees. However, that accord was almost immediately undermined when North
Korea demanded the delivery of civil nuclear equipment. International
tensions were then heightened in Oct. 2006 when North Korea announced
that it had carried out its first nuclear weapon test. As the crisis threatened to
escalate, Kim’s regime signalled its willingness to rejoin multilateral nego-
tiations and in Feb. 2007 agreed to shut down its nuclear facilities and
readmit international inspectors in return for fuel aid. Bush gave the deal a
guarded welcome but progress was slow, and by the end of 2007 North
Korea had failed to deliver an inventory of its weapon development
activities.

In Feb. 2008, in response to the threat of recession and a global financial
downturn triggered by a bad debt crisis in the mortgage lending industry,
Bush signed a major economic stimulus package worth $168 bn. His final
year in office saw further economic decline and the highest number of job
losses in a year since 1945, at 2.6 m.
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Later Life

After leaving office, Bush retired to Dallas, Texas and has maintained a low
public profile. His memoir, Decision Points, was published in Nov. 2010.
Following the Haitian earthquake in Jan. 2010, he and Bill Clinton founded
the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund to aid victims of the disaster.

Introduction

As leader of the Social Democratic Party of Lithuania (LSDP), Algirdas
Butkevicius became prime minister in Dec. 2012 at the head of a coalition
government. He remained in office until 2016.

Early Life

Born on 19 Nov. 1958 in PaeZeriai in Radviliskis district, Butkevicius
graduated in engineering economics from the Vilnius Civil Engineering
Institute in 1984 and worked in the Vilkaviskis district for the industrial
association zemiiktechnika from 1982-85. From 1985-90 he was an architect
and inspector for the state construction and architecture unit. In 1991 he
gained a diploma in technical management from the Lithuanian Management
Academy and in 1995 was awarded a master’s degree in management from
the Kaunas University of Technology.

After serving as deputy governor of Vilkaviskis district from 1991-95,
Butkevicius spent a year as director of research and marketing for the private
company, AB Vilkauta. He joined the LSDP in 1992 and was chairman of
the party’s Vilkaviskis branch from 1995-97. He sat on the Vilkaviskis
municipal council from 1990-97 and again from 2000-02. Elected to
parliament in 1996, he chaired its budget and finance committee from
2001-04. In 2004 he was appointed finance minister, serving for 5 months
in the administration of Prime Minister Brazauskas. He resigned in April
2005 in protest at government proposals to introduce a corporate turnover
tax. From 2006—08 he was minister for transport and communications under
Prime Minister Kirkilas, overseeing Lithuania’s participation in the ‘east-
west corridor’ project to develop a transport network from Sweden to
Vilnius.

After the LSDP lost power in 2008, ButkeviCius was elected party
chairman in March 2009 and unsuccessfully contested the presidency later
that year. After 4 years of stringent austerity by the government of Andrius
Kubilius, Butkevi¢ius campaigned ahead of the 2012 parliamentary election
on a platform of observing fiscal discipline and keeping the budget deficit
under control while relaxing wage restraints to boost the economy. In Oct.
2012 the LSDP became the biggest party in parliament and entered negotia-
tions to form a coalition government.

Career Peak

Butkevicius took office on 13 Dec. 2012 at the head of a four-party centre-left
coalition after prolonged disagreement with President Grybauskaite, who
opposed the inclusion in the coalition of Labour Party members facing
allegations of misconduct.

On the economic front Butkevicius had to combat high unemployment
and low economic growth, while keeping to agreed borrowing targets.

In foreign affairs he initially signalled his intention to build better
relations with Russia, although Moscow’s perceived aggression towards
Ukraine from 2014 raised concerns over the long-term security of the Baltic
states and prompted the reinforcement of NATO’s military presence in the
region. Butkevi¢ius also encouraged closer integration with the European
Union. In July 2013 Lithuania took over the rotating 6 month EU presidency
for the first time since its accession in 2004. Then, on 1 Jan. 2015,
having earlier gained the agreement of his coalition partners to target
accession to the eurozone, he oversaw Lithuania’s adoption of the single
currency. He left office after his party came only third in the general election
of Nov. 2016.
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Introduction

Felipe Calderon of the centre-right National Action Party (PAN) became
president after winning the election of July 2006 by a margin of less than
1%. When his closest rival, Lopez Obrador, disputed the result there were
mass protests. Calderon pledged to reduce rising crime and to tackle poverty
by creating incentives for foreign investment, but his anti-drugs strategy
failed to stem a rising tide of related violence.

Early Life

Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa was born on 18 Aug. 1962 in Morelia,
Michoacéan. He studied law at the Escuela Libre de Derecho in Mexico City
and economics at the Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de México, before
gaining a master’s in public administration from Harvard University in
the USA.

From a young age Calder6n was a member of PAN, which his father had
helped to found in 1939. Calderon became the organization’s national youth
leader in 1986 and served in the federal chamber of deputies from 1991-94. In
1993 he was elected the party’s secretary-general when his mentor, Carlos
Castillo Peraza, assumed the party presidency. Calderon succeeded Peraza in
1996 and during 3 years as leader maintained control of 14 state capitals.

However, Vicente Fox was selected to succeed him as party president in
late 1999 and went on to contest the 2000 national elections. Fox forged a
centre-right alliance (the Alliance for Change) with the Ecologist Green Party
of Mexico and won elections to end 71 years of continuous rule by the
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).

Calderén was appointed parliamentary co-ordinator of PAN and pres-
ident of the council of political co-ordination. He also served as a director
of the state-owned development bank, Banco Nacional de Obras y
Servicios Publicos (BANOBRAS), and in 2002 joined the cabinet as
energy secretary. He resigned in 2004 in protest at Fox’s support for
Santiago Creel as PAN’s presidential candidate. In a series of party pri-
maries in late 2005, Calderon decisively defeated Creel and another con-
tender, Alberto Cardenas.

During the election campaign he initially trailed Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador of the left-wing Party of the Democratic Revolution but closed the
gap with promises of job creation and a clampdown on crime and corrup-
tion. In the election of 2 July 2006 both Calderén and Lépez Obrador
claimed victory before Calderon was declared victor by 0.56% 4 days
later. Lopez Obrador’s claims of voting irregularities and electoral fraud
resulted in large-scale public protests. A partial recount saw the result
upheld but Lépez Obrador continued to protest and formed a ‘parallel
administration’. Calderén was sworn in on 1 Dec. 2006 inside a barricaded
parliament building.

Career Peak

During his first year in office Calderén introduced significant reforms to
public sector pensions and the tax system, and launched an employment
programme giving cash incentives to companies taking on new employees.
He also agreed to an electoral reform law put forward by the opposition.

The economy was hit hard by the global downturn in 2008, forcing the
government to respond with a package of emergency measures in Jan. 2009.
Approval ratings for the president and the PAN slumped, and in mid-term
congressional elections in July 2009 the opposition PRI made large gains to
become the main force in the Chamber of Deputies.

Calderon’s high-profile campaign against illegal drugs cartels has proved
largely ineffective, despite the establishment of a new federal police force and
the deployment of troops in an anti-trafficking drive. A US Justice Depart-
ment report in Dec. 2008 stated that Mexican drug traffickers posed the
largest organized crime threat to the USA. It was reported in Jan. 2011 that
34,600 people had died in drug-related killings since the presidential election,
including 15,273 in 2010 (up from 9,616 the previous year). Thousands of
people joined protests against drug crime during the summer of 2011 but acts
of violence continued, including an attack in Aug. by armed gangsters on a
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casino in Monterrey. Fifty-two people died in the incident, which Calderén
described as an abhorrent act.

Calderon’s tenure came to an end on 30 Nov. 2012 and he left office as the
Mexican constitution bans presidents from running for a second term. He
subsequently became a fellow at the Kennedy School of Government of
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Introduction

James (Jim) Callaghan was British Labour prime minister from 1976-79 and
one of the few politicians to hold all four great Offices of State—home
secretary, foreign secretary, chancellor and prime minister. A moderate cho-
sen as Labour leader in the hope that he might unify the fractured party, his
premiership was characterized by a failing economy and crippling trade union
action. In 1977 Callaghan embarked on a pact with the Liberal party to ensure
his minority administration could continue. In 1979 his government became
the first to lose a vote of confidence in the House of Commons for over
50 years.

Early Life

Leonard James Callaghan was born on 27 March 1912 in Portsmouth on the
south coast of England, the son of a Chief Petty Officer in the Navy. He left
school at the age of 14 and was a tax officer at 17, while heavily involved in
trade union politics. He joined the Labour Party in 1931 and by 1937 was a
full-time trade union official. During World War II he served with the Navy,
becoming a Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, and in 1945 he
entered the House of Commons as the member for Cardiff South (later Cardiff
Southeast), the constituency he would serve for the duration of his career.
He was briefly parliamentary private secretary to the under secretary of
state for dominion affairs and then served for 3 years until 1950 as parlia-
mentary secretary to the ministry of transport. During his time here he was
active in implementing legislation to introduce zebra crossings and cats’ eyes.
He was then made parliamentary and private secretary to the treasury until the
Conservative general election victory of 1951, before acting as opposition
spokesman on successively transport, fuel and power and colonial affairs. He
was appointed shadow chancellor in 1961, and became chancellor of the
exchequer following Harold Wilson’s Labour victory at the 1964 general
election. As chancellor, Callaghan provoked controversy by introducing new
corporation and capital-gains taxes. In addition, Callaghan spoke out strongly
against devaluing sterling and when Wilson, faced by mounting economic
pressure, gave permission for devaluation in Nov. 1967, Callaghan resigned.
He was subsequently appointed as home secretary, guiding the Race
Relations Act through parliament in 1968 and sending troops into Northern
Ireland in 1969. His firm defence of trade unions in the face of proposed
reforms earned him the nickname ‘Keeper of the Cloth Cap’. He served as
home secretary until Edward Heath’s Conservatives came to power in 1970
and was shadow home secretary until 1971 when he became opposition
spokesman for employment. He was appointed shadow foreign secretary a
year later. Wilson returned as prime minister in 1974, with Callaghan holding
the office of secretary of state for foreign and Commonwealth affairs. In this
post he played an integral part in re-negotiating British membership of the
European Economic Community. Wilson announced his shock resignation in
March 1976, leaving the party in disarray. With the economy in crisis and the
party split, six candidates put themselves forward to succeed Wilson. Calla-
ghan was regarded as the least divisive and after a third ballot he defeated his
eventual successor Michael Foot to become prime minister and Labour leader.

Career Peak

Callaghan’s premiership was plagued by difficulties. He had to turn to the
IMF to resolve a sterling crisis but the IMF demanded reduced spending and
pay constraints in return. The unions and left wing of the party were outraged
and, at the subsequent Labour conference, supported increased government
spending. In addition, the unpopular government lost numerous by-elections

and this combined with a succession of defections left Callaghan as head of a
minority government. In March 1977 he struck up a deal with David Steel’s
Liberals, the Lib—Lab Pact, which ensured that the Liberals would back the
government in the event of a confidence motion, but the deal ended in
Aug. 1978.

Tensions in Northern Ireland were heightened during Callaghan’s admin-
istration. Extra troops were sent to the province during 1976-77 and a year
later the number of Northern Irish MPs was increased from 12 to 17. How-
ever, terrorism and sectarian violence did not abate and in March 1979 Airey
Neave, Conservative spokesman on Northern Ireland, was murdered by the
Irish Republican Army. In addition, Callaghan’s relationship with the unions
continued to deteriorate. As wage increase limits were imposed, the first ever
national fire-fighters’ strike took place in late 1977, and by the end of 1978
Britain was crippled by a succession of strikes that came to be known as ‘the
winter of discontent’. Ford workers, oil-tank drivers, grave diggers, water
workers, sewerage staff, refuse collectors, ambulance and hospital workers,
railway workers and large parts of the Civil Service all stopped work. On
returning to the crisis from abroad, Callaghan commented that ‘I don’t think
other people in the world would share the view that there is mounting chaos’.
This was turned into a popular headline ‘Crisis? What crisis?’ and Callaghan
came to be seen as out of touch. A vote of confidence was called in the
Commons for 28 March 1979.

The Scottish National Party withdrew its support from the government
over the issue of devolution and Callaghan lost the no confidence motion by
one vote. On the same day he called a general election for 3 May. The
Conservatives, under Margaret Thatcher, won with a majority of 43. Calla-
ghan stayed as leader of the Labour party until Oct. 1980 and was then
succeeded by the left-winger Michael Foot.

Later Life

Callaghan became a rather distant figure as the left-wing dominated the party
for much of the 1980s and he left the Commons at the 1987 election. He was
made a life peer shortly afterwards, becoming Lord Callaghan of Cardiff, and
he remained active in the Lords for many years. He wrote numerous books,
including his memoirs, and died on 26 March 2005.

Introduction

David Cameron became prime minister of a coalition government with the
Liberal Democrats on 11 May 2010, 5 days after the general election that
returned the Conservatives to power following 13 years of Labour rule. On
taking office he became the UK’s youngest prime minister in nearly 200 years.
In government he embraced broadly the same foreign policy as the previous
Labour administration, aligning Britain with the USA and supporting British
military involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan. However, he adopted a more
sceptical stance on further integration with the European Union, pledging to
negotiate a new relationship with the EU and to put the outcome to a national
referendum. Regarding economic policy, he promised to reduce the large deficit
in the public finances, while protecting key public services, but had to contend
with the recurring threat of recession before signs of a recovery emerged by late
2013. His working relationship with the Liberal Democrats in his first term
proved fractious but after his party attained an outright majority at the May
2015 polls he began his second premiership at the head of an all-Conservative
government. However, only a year later and following his bruising and ulti-
mately unsuccessful campaign to convince voters in the promised national
referendum in June 2016 to maintain Britain’s membership of the EU he
resigned, with Theresa May succeeding him in July 2016.

Early Life

David William Duncan Cameron was born on 9 Oct. 1966 in London, the son
of a stockbroker and a baronet’s daughter. He grew up in Peasemore, Berk-
shire and was educated at Heatherdown Preparatory School and Eton College.
From 1985-88 he studied politics, philosophy and economics at Brasenose
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College, Oxford, after which he worked for the research department of the
ruling Conservative party. He rose to lead the department’s political section
and in 1992 headed the economic section of the Conservatives’ general
election campaign team. Following their victory, he was appointed special
adviser. He was working for the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Norman
Lamont, when the government was forced to withdraw sterling from the
European Exchange Rate Mechanism on ‘Black Wednesday’. 16 Sept. 1992.

In May 1993 he was appointed adviser to the Home Office where, under
home secretary Michael Howard, he helped introduce criminal justice legisla-
tion and promoted initiatives for private companies to build and run prisons.
Cameron left politics in 1994 to work in corporate affairs at media company
Carlton Communications, where for 7 years he worked closely with chairman
Michael Green, handling public relations and communications. At the 1997
general election he unsuccessfully contested Stafford for the Conservatives. In
the June 2001 election, he was elected MP for Witney in Oxfordshire, increasing
the Conservative share of the vote. In the subsequent Conservative leadership
contest he initially supported modernizer Michael Portillo, before finally voting
for Iain Duncan Smith, who was seen as an outsider candidate and a eurosceptic.

Cameron was appointed to the Home Affairs Select Committee, where he
argued for a review of legislation on illegal drugs. He supported British
participation in the 2003 Iraq war, in line with Conservative party policy,
despite expressing doubts in the press. In June 2003 he was appointed shadow
minister in the Privy Council office and in Nov. that year became deputy
chairman of the Conservative party under newly elected leader Michael
Howard. Cameron was named spokesman on local government finance in
March 2004 and in June 2004, following poor local election results for the
Conservatives, he was given responsibility for party policy co-ordination.

Cameron played a key role in developing the party’s 2005 general election
manifesto, which promised to cut taxes, increase numbers of police and
prisons, and oppose the introduction of a European constitution. In May
2005 the Conservatives gained votes but failed to prevent a third successive
Labour victory. Cameron was subsequently appointed shadow education
secretary and when Howard resigned in Sept. that year he entered the contest
for the party leadership. He positioned himself as a modernizer, able to appeal
to a wide range of voters, while also winning the support of eurosceptics with
a pledge to withdraw Conservative Members of the European Parliament
(MEPs) from the European People’s Party (EPP—the EU’s main centre-right
grouping) on the grounds that it was too federalist. After initially trailing his
main rival, right-winger David Davis, he won support with his speech at the
party conference in Oct. 2005. In the final ballot on 6 Dec. 2005 he defeated
Davis, taking 67% of the vote.

In his acceptance speech he promised to address the under-representation
of women among Conservative MPs, to reformulate the party’s approach to
the inner cities and to end ‘Punch and Judy politics’ by supporting govern-
ment initiatives where they were in line with Conservative thinking. In July
2006 Cameron fulfilled his campaign promise and withdrew Conservative
MEDPs from the EPP, forming a new alliance with Czech and Polish MEPs, a
move criticized by some as taking the party too far to the right. Identifying
himself as a liberal conservative on social matters, he spoke in support of civil
partnerships for gay couples at the 2006 party conference. During the same
year he introduced the ‘A-list’ initiative, which required constituency parties
to choose their parliamentary candidate from a centrally approved list.
Intended to improve representation of women and ethnic minority candidates,
this met resistance at local level.

In March 2007 Cameron launched a review into the quality of childhood
in Britain and promised to promote marriage through taxation reforms. He
repeatedly depicted Britain as a society in moral and economic decline, an
interpretation summed up in his phrase ‘broken Britain’. and declared his
support for economic liberalism combined with the promotion of voluntary
and charity work.

During 2007 he said that a Conservative government would aim for lower
taxes, with priority given to reducing inheritance tax liability. These proposals
were widely credited with prompting Labour government reforms to inheri-
tance tax thresholds in Oct. 2007. Cameron also announced his intention to
diversify provision of public services, in particular in education and the health
service, proposing that funds could be diverted from state agencies to private
enterprise or the voluntary sector.

In foreign policy Cameron continued to support British troop deployment
in Iraq and Afghanistan. On domestic security issues, in June 2008 he
opposed increasing the maximum period of detention without charge from
28 to 42 days, arguing that it threatened civil liberties. He advocated a new
border protection service that would include armed police officers. In Feb.
2009 he pledged to repeal the Human Rights Act and replace it with a British

bill of rights, in response to public anxieties that the Act could be used to
protect criminals. Cameron advocated increased prioritization of environ-
mental policies, including proposals to expand nuclear energy, and he
opposed plans—at that time—to build a third runway at Heathrow airport.
At the start of the international financial crisis in the autumn of 2008, he
supported the Labour government’s bank rescue package, though he strongly
criticized its record of financial management, particularly the high level of the
public finance deficit. The subsequent downturn forced him to reassess his
party’s policies. In 2009 he announced that tax cuts would be contingent on
economic improvement and confirmed that this meant postponing further
inheritance tax reforms. In Dec. 2009 ratification of the Lisbon Treaty on
the European constitution obviated his previous pledge to hold a referendum
on the issue. Instead he promised to introduce a sovereignty bill that would
prevent any further transfer of power to the EU without a referendum.
Cameron fought the 2010 general election on a platform of reduced govern-
ment spending (with the exception of the NHS and overseas aid), fewer
business regulations and increased choice in health and education services.

Career Peak

Cameron became prime minister on 11 May 2010. Although the Conserva-
tives failed to secure an absolute majority in the election of 6 May they did
win 306 seats compared to 258 for Labour and succeeded in forming a
coalition (the UK’s first since the Second World War) with the Liberal
Democrats, who had won 57 seats.

Cameron’s key challenges were to address the faltering economy and the
growing gap between rich and poor. Following an initial austerity budget in
June 2010, the coalition government went on to announce a raft of deep, and
unpopular, public spending cuts aimed at reducing the UK’s large budget
deficit and also measures overhauling the state welfare system to be
implemented over the course of the parliament.

On security issues Cameron pledged to maintain Britain’s military com-
mitment to, and offensive engagement in, Afghanistan until the anticipated
withdrawal of NATO combat troops from the country in 2014. In 2011 Britain
played a prominent military role in UN-sanctioned NATO intervention in
Libya to protect civilians against the Gaddafi regime, which was overthrown
in Oct. that year. In early 2013 the UK government provided logistical support
for French military intervention in Mali to counter Islamist extremists con-
trolling much of the north of the country. However, in response to the
continuing civil war in Syria and the Assad regime’s apparent use of banned
chemical weapons, the rejection by the House of Commons in Aug. 2013 of
any military intervention by UK forces in the conflict at that time proved a
major setback for Cameron’s political authority.

In June 2010 a long-running independent inquiry into ‘Bloody Sunday’. in
which unarmed Catholic civil rights demonstrators in Northern Ireland were shot
dead by British troops in 1972, concluded that the killings were unjustified,
prompting an apology by Cameron as prime minister on behalf of the British state.

In May 2011 voters in a national referendum rejected by a large margin a
proposal to replace the first-past-the-post electoral system for the House of
Commons with the alternative vote (AV) system. Cameron had strongly opposed
the plan, placing considerable strain on his governing partnership with the
Liberal Democrats, for whom such a change had been a central policy objective.

In Aug. 2011 the worst rioting and looting in decades erupted in London
and other English major cities and was only contained by police after several
days of disorder and mass arrests. The violence prompted Cameron to recall
Parliament from its recess to debate appropriate responses.

The effects of the debt crisis in several eurozone countries further aggra-
vated the UK’s parlous financial situation in 2011 and 2012, and highlighted
the political divisions within the Conservative Party towards the EU. In Oct.
2011 Cameron suffered a major revolt by Conservative MPs who, in defiance
of government policy, supported a motion calling for a referendum on
continued membership. The motion was only defeated with the support of
Liberal Democrat and opposition Labour members. In Dec. 2011, aware of
Conservative hostility to further European integration, Cameron vetoed an
EU-wide treaty change proposing greater fiscal union on the grounds that it
would undermine London’s position as a leading international financial hub.
Although popular with his own parliamentary eurosceptics, the move put
Cameron’s relationship with his pro-EU Liberal Democrat coalition partners
under further pressure. This was exacerbated in Jan. 2013 when Cameron,
acting after rising support for the anti-EU UK Independence Party in several
parliamentary by-elections in 2012, promised a renegotiation of Britain’s
relationship with the EU and, more controversially, a referendum on contin-
ued membership after 2015. The following month Cameron claimed credit for
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spearheading successful intergovernmental negotiations to reduce the EU’s
7-year budget for the first time in the Union’s history.

The UK economy continued to struggle as official figures in Jan. 2012
indicated that net public sector debt (excluding bank bailouts) had risen above
£1 trn. for the first time and the Chancellor of the Exchequer warned in
Dec. that year of an extended period of austerity. There were, however,
some signs of accelerating growth by the end of 2013, including a rise in
employment figures and a more buoyant housing market. Discontent with the
government’s austerity measures had meanwhile been aggravated by public
concerns over Cameron’s championing of controversial reforms to the
National Health Service and deep cuts in the level of social welfare provision.

In Jan. 2011 Cameron’s director of communications, Andy Coulson,
resigned amid allegations that he was aware of illegal telephone hacking by
the national Sunday newspaper of which he was editor before his political
appointment in 2007. The subsequent escalation of the controversy, which
saw some commentators cast doubt on Cameron’s personal judgment, led to
an inquiry under Lord Justice Leveson that published its report in Nov. 2012
into the culture, practices and ethics of the newspaper industry. Cameron’s
rejection of Leveson’s central recommendation of statutory press regulation
again highlighted differences with his Liberal Democrat coalition partners.
Tensions were aggravated further by the Conservatives’ failure to fully
embrace Liberal Democrat aspirations to reform the House of Lords and by
the Liberal Democrat refusal to back Conservative efforts to update parlia-
mentary constituency boundaries.

In addition to the coalition friction, Cameron courted further dissent
within his own party in Jan. 2013 as government legislation to approve
same-sex marriage failed to attract the support of over half of Conservative
MPs and only passed with Liberal Democrat and opposition backing.

In Oct. 2012 Cameron and Alex Salmond, the First Minister of Scotland,
agreed to stage a referendum in Sept. 2014 on Scottish independence from the
rest of the United Kingdom. Cameron campaigned successfully against the
breakaway, which was rejected by 55% of voters.

Throughout the parliament Cameron had faced increasing public pressure
for government action on levels of immigration which, together with growing
scepticism about continued EU membership, underpinned a surge in support
in several by-elections in 2013 and 2014 for the UK Independence Party
(UKIP). This was principally at the expense of the Conservative Party, which
lost its Clacton constituency seat to a defector to UKIP. In July 2014, with the
next general election on the political horizon, Cameron sought to revitalize
his cabinet with an extensive reshuffle.

Despite polls suggesting a very close result, the Conservatives won an
outright majority at the general election in May 2015 and Cameron formed an
all-Conservative administration. In an early political setback, the new govern-
ment announced its intention to impose swingeing cuts in welfare payments in
continuance of its economic austerity strategy. However, proposed legislation
limiting claimants’ tax credits was controversially blocked by the House of
Lords in Oct. and subsequently shelved in what was widely labelled a govern-
ment climb-down. Cameron’s authority was more persuasive in Dec. when the
House of Commons voted overwhelmingly to extend British anti-jihadist
military action from Iraq to Syria, reversing the earlier vote in Aug. 2013.

It was the contentious issue of EU membership that was nevertheless to
define Cameron’s ultimately brief second term of office. Against the back-
ground of Europe’s worst refugee crisis in recent times and domestic opposition
within the UK to further immigration, he sought a renegotiation of Britain’s
position within the EU. In Feb. 2016 he claimed to have secured a draft deal
offering revised terms of membership, including an ‘emergency brake’ on EU
migrants’ entitlement to in-work benefits, a mechanism allowing national
governments to block some EU legislation, prohibition of discrimination
between EU currencies and a declaration that the UK would not be committed
to further political integration into the EU. This proposed settlement failed to
satisfy eurosceptic opinion, not least among some prominent members within
Cameron’s own Conservative Party who defied him and actively campaigned
against continued membership in the national referendum held on 23 June.
Following the narrow vote to leave the EU, Cameron announced that he would
resign his office upon the election of a new Conservative leader. Theresa May
subsequently took over as premier on 13 July 2016.

Later Life

In March 2017 Cameron became chairman of the LSE-Oxford Commission
on State Fragility, Growth and Development, established under the auspices
of the International Growth Centre (which is funded by the UK Department
for International Development).

Campbell, Kim (Canada)

Introduction

The first woman to serve as prime minister of Canada, Kim Campbell held a
brief tenure as leader from June to Oct. 1993 before her party suffered a
crushing defeat at the general election.

Early Life

Born Avril Phaedra Campbell in March 1947, in Port Alberni, British Colum-
bia, Campbell changed her name to Kim when she was 12, shortly after her
mother had left the family. Campbell studied political science at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, where she was elected president of the student’s
council, before attending the London School of Economics (1970-73) on a
fellowship.

Returning to the University of British Columbia in 1980 to study law, she
was elected a Vancouver school trustee in the same year and went on to gain a
reputation for endorsing moderate fiscal policies.

After serving as a key policy adviser for Premier Bill Bennet, she won a
seat in the Legislative Assembly in 1986 and ran for the leadership of the
Social Credit Party the same year. Running against provincial leader Bill
Vander Zalm, she made her mark by publicly opposing the premier’s restric-
tive stance on abortion.

In 1988 she turned her attention to Federal politics and was elected to the
House of Commons representing the Progressive Conservative Party for the
British Columbia riding of Vancouver Centre.

Fostered as a successor to Prime Minister Brian Mulroney she became
minister of state for Indian affairs and northern development (1989), minister
of justice and attorney general of Canada (1990), and minister of defence and
minister of veteran affairs (1993).

While justice minister she proved her political tenacity by introducing a
bill amending the gun laws. In the wake of the 1989 Montreal massacre she
had to satisfy both a public demanding more restrictive gun laws while a
powerful gun-owning lobby within the Conservative support.

Career Peak

With the retirement of prime minister Brian Mulroney in 1993 Campbell was
encouraged to run for the office, beating nearest rival Jean Charest in a close
contest to become Canada’s first female prime minister.

Articulate and photogenic, Conservatives hoped she would attract a new
generation of voters, however, despite a brief surge in popularity she was
unable to shake off the unhappy legacy of the party’s long term in office.
A sweeping tax on goods and services and the free trade agreement with the
United States proved deeply unpopular, with Campbell herself proving to be
an inexperienced and ineffective campaigner. In consequence, the Conserva-
tives won only two Commons seats under her leadership, with Campbell
herself losing her seat and resigning as leader in Jan. 1994.

Later Life

Retiring from politics Campbell accepted a fellowship from Harvard, before
being appointed to the post of Consul General of Canada in Los Angeles.

Introduction

Ming Campbell succeeded Charles Kennedy as leader of the Liberal Demo-
crat party in March 2006. Despite concerns about his age, he was hailed
within the party as an astute intellect and a steadying influence. In Oct. 2007
Campbell resigned as leader of the party.
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Early Life

Walter Menzies Campbell was born on 22 May 1941 in Glasgow, Scotland.
He studied at the University of Glasgow and was elected as president of the
University Union. He later undertook a scholarship at Stanford University in
California.

In 1964 he competed as a sprinter at the Tokyo Olympics. His athletics
career encompassed captaining Scotland at the Empire and Commonwealth
Games in Jamaica in 1966, captaining the British squad in 1965 and 1966 and
holding the British 100 m record between 1967 and 1974.

Having qualified as a lawyer, he was admitted to the Faculty of Advocates
in 1968 and appointed a QC in 1982. Becoming chairman of the Scottish
Liberals in 1975, he unsuccessfully stood for parliament three times before
winning the North East Fife seat from the Conservatives in 1987. Five years
later he was appointed party spokesman on defence issues and foreign affairs,
becoming shadow foreign secretary in 1997.

Campbell decided not to contest the party leadership when Paddy
Ashdown stepped down in 1999. In 2002 he was diagnosed with and made
a full recovery from non-Hodgkins lymphona. The following year he
succeeded Alan Beith as deputy leader of the party. In 2004 he received a
knighthood for ‘services to Parliament’. In late 2005 party leader Charles
Kennedy was plagued by allegations of a drink problem and eventually stood
down in Jan. 2006. Campbell faced Simon Hughes, a former London mayoral
candidate, and the relatively unknown Chris Huhne for the leadership.
Hughes fell after the first round of voting and Campbell went on to defeat
Huhne in a second round.

Career Peak

Campbell spoke of the need for his party to raise its game in the face of the
renaissance of the Conservatives under David Cameron. However, he over-
saw a disappointing performance at local elections and came in for personal
criticism for his performances at prime minister’s question time. On 15 Oct.
2007 Campbell stepped down as leader of the Liberal Democrats. In his letter
of resignation, addressed to party president Simon Hughes, he said questions
about his leadership were ‘getting in the way of further progress by the party’.

Introduction

Moana Kalosil became prime minister in March 2013. A naturalized citizen,
he was the first non-native-born head of government in the country’s history.

Early Life

Kalosil was born on 27 Jan. 1963 in Taravoa, Tahiti, to a French father and a
Tahitian mother. He joined the Green Confederation Party in 2000 and
successfully stood as its candidate for the parliamentary seat in the capital,
Port Vila, in 2002. From 2003-04 he served as foreign minister in the cabinet
of Edward Natapei.

In July 2004 Kalosil became finance minister in Serge Vohor’s govern-
ment, staying in the post after Ham Lini became premier. Losing his cabinet
seat when Lini resigned in 2005, Kalosil led the opposition at the 2008
general election and retained his Port Vila seat.

With Natapei forming the government, Kalosil was the opposition whip
until joining the government in 2009 as minister of internal affairs and labour
(despite having been threatened with suspension from parliament earlier in
the year amid allegations of abetting a prison breakout, although the charges
were subsequently dropped).

When Natapei left office in 2010 after a vote of no confidence, Kalosil
joined the administration of Sato Kilman as minister of finance and economic
management, positions he kept until Kilman was himself ousted by a no
confidence vote in 2011.

Kalosil retained his seat at the 2012 election and sat as a backbencher to
the reinstated Kilman government. In March 2013 he and eight other MPs
defected to the opposition, forcing Kilman’s resignation. Three days later,
Kalosil was voted premier by parliamentary ballot, winning support from
34 of 52 MPs.
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Career Peak

Only the world’s second Green prime minister, Kalosil began his tenure by
establishing a ministry of climate change. He was also expected to pursue
closer ties with foreign partners including France, Australia and Vanuatu’s
Melanesian neighbours. He is a strong advocate of self-determination for the
people of West Papua—a province of Indonesia in the island of New
Guinea—and has opposed a decision made by the previous administration
to grant Indonesia observer status at the intergovernmental Melanesian Spear-
head Group.

In May 2014 Kalosil lost a parliamentary motion of no-confidence having
survived three previous attempts to remove him from power. He had been
accused of overspending on projects including the construction of a new
international airport, whilst offsetting spiraling costs by selling diplomatic
passports to foreign nationals. Joe Natuman was subsequently appointed to
the premiership, replacing Kalosil on 15 May 2014.

Introduction

Fernando Henrique Cardoso was president of Brazil from 1994-2002,
becoming the first president to serve two consecutive 4 year terms. An
academic, former finance minister and leader of the Partido da Social
Democracia Brasileira (Social Democratic Party; PSDB), he oversaw a period
of rapid economic development, albeit incurring a large public debt.

Early Life

Born in Rio de Janeiro on 18 June 1931, Cardoso was educated at the
University of Sao Paulo and the University of Paris. An opponent of the
military regime in power from 1964, he was stripped of his academic
position. Having founded the Centre for Analysis and Research, a social
science think tank, in late 1968, he was investigated by military intelligence
and his institute was bombed by right-wing terrorists. He went into exile in
the 1970s and 80s, working in Chile, the US and France and studying
international relations.

In 1986 Cardoso was elected senator for Sdo Paulo and a such
campaigned for democratic reform. Two years later he helped found the
Social Democratic party and was prominent in the re-drafting of the Brazilian
constitution. In 1992 he resigned from the senate to become foreign minister
in the government of Itamar Franco. Appointed finance minister in 1993, he
introduced the Real Plan, a strategy to promote economic recovery and
counter Brazil’s rampant inflation which peaked at 10,000%. His success
raised his public profile and he triumphed in the presidential election of 1994.

Career Peak

Cardoso’s rule saw a period of economic growth and reform including the
privatization of Brazil’s state-run monopolies, the introduction of a new
currency, a reduction in trade restrictions and increased spending on educa-
tion and welfare. By the end of his term inflation was at 7%, infant mortality
had fallen and unemployment remained steady.

A constitutional amendment in 1997 provided for consecutive presiden-
tial terms and the following year he won re-election. In Cardoso’s second term
a growing trade deficit led to reduced government spending, increased taxes
and a slowing of the economy, in part affected by problems in neighbouring
countries. Brazil had also accrued a public debt of US$260bn. In the 2002
presidential elections, Cardoso’s successor José Serra was defeated by the
leftwing leader Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Later Life

Cardoso has been involved in a number of international initiatives and
organizations since leaving the presidency. He was the president of the
Club of Madrid from 2003-2006 and is also a member of ‘the Elders’. An
organization of elder statesmen describing themselves as ‘independent global
leaders working together for peace and human rights’.
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Introduction

Anthony Carmona served as president from March 2013 until March 2018.
Previously a high court judge, he had served on the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and resigned from the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) following his election. He is regarded as a
political independent.

Early Life

Carmona was born on 7 March 1953 in Fyzabad and educated at Presentation
College, San Fernando. After studying English and political science at the
University of the West Indies (UWI) in Jamaica, he studied law, first at the
UWTI in Barbados, then at the Sir Hugh Wooding Law School in Trinidad and
Tobago, graduating in 1983. In this period he also taught in schools and at
the UWL

Carmona served as deputy director of public prosecutions from 1995-99,
when he was appointed acting director. He was legal adviser to President
A.N. R. Robinson on matters of criminal law relating to the establishment of
the ICC, and was a member of the Trinidad and Tobago legislative review
committee. He also advised the ministry of foreign affairs and the attorney
general on international treaties and conventions.

From 2001-04 he served on the ICTY, dealing with the appeals of those
convicted of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. From
2004-13 he was a high court judge in Trinidad and Tobago. Elected one of
six ICC judges in 2012, he was scheduled to take up his post in The Hague in
March 2013. However, on 4 Feb. 2013 the then prime minister, Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, nominated him for the presidency. Carmona was elected
to the post by the Electoral College of parliament on 15 Feb. 2013, resigning
from the ICC in order to take up the role.

Career Peak

Carmona took office on 18 March 2013. He pledged to champion a more open
style of government. He was succeeded by Paula-Mae Weekes when his term
finished in March 2018.

Introduction

James Earl Carter, Jr was the 39th president of the United States, serving one
term in office after defeating incumbent Republican president Gerald Ford in
the 1976 election.

Early Life

Popularly known as ‘Jimmy’ Carter, he was born on 1 Oct. 1924 in Plains,
Georgia to James Earl Carter and Lillian Gordy Carter, a staunch Baptist
family. The young Carter attended Georgia Southwestern College and the
Georgia Institute of Technology before graduating from the US Naval Acad-
emy at Annapolis in 1946. The same year he married Rosalynn Smith. After
2 years serving on battleships, Carter spent 5 years working on nuclear
submarines before resigning his commission in 1953 after his father’s death
and returning to run the family’s peanut farming and warehouse business in
Georgia.

While transforming the family business Carter also embarked on a public
career, serving as chairman of the Sumter county school board as well as the
county hospital authority and acting as the president of the Plains

Carmona, Anthony (Trinidad and Tobago)

Development Corporation and the Crop Improvement Association. He
entered the political arena in 1962 when he won election as a Democrat to
serve on the Georgia State Senate. Carter was successfully re-elected 2 years
later with his terms in office characterized by a conservative approach to
spending and a liberal view of social issues.

In 1966 Carter failed in a bid to become Governor of Georgia when he
came third in a Democratic primary. This experience left him depressed and
he became a born-again Baptist before launching another bid for Governor in
1970. This time he was successful, defeating Carl Sanders before attracting
national attention by his vigorous opposition to racial discrimination—Carter
ensured the state’s offices were opened to blacks—and reorganizing the state
government by condensing some 300 agencies and offices into 22 new, more
streamlined units.

After the end of his term as governor in Jan. 1975, Carter immediately
began to focus on winning the Democratic nomination for president.
Campaigning as an anti-Washington candidate with no links to the Vietnam
War or Watergate, Carter vowed to deliver honest, open government. His
campaign gathered momentum and he saw off all his Democratic party
challengers despite his low national profile and lack of major financial
backers. He chose Walter F. Mondale as his running mate.

Career Peak

From the beginning of his presidential campaign against Republican rival
Gerald D. Ford, Carter was the front-runner, a position that was bolstered by
his well-received performances in three televised debates with the incumbent
president. Despite a late charge from the Ford campaign Carter was elected
president after winning 51% of the popular vote and gaining 297 electoral
college votes to 240.

From his inauguration on 20 Jan. 1977 Carter made a conscious effort to
project a more open, less formal style of presidency. But if Carter’s image as a
Washington outsider helped him gain election, it hamstrung his relations with
Congress and the Senate. Despite Democratic majorities in both houses he
failed to win support for many of his programmes. Proposals concerning tax,
welfare reform, hospital costs and national health insurance all floundered.
Like his predecessor Carter also struggled to contain inflation and unemploy-
ment. By 1980 inflation had risen to 12% from 4.8% in 1976 and unemploy-
ment was running at approximately 7.7%.

Carter had success with other domestic policies. The civil service was
overhauled and he also initiated, with mixed success, a series of measures
aimed at energy and environmental conservation. In 1979, with the dollar
losing value in response to a petrol shortage, Carter successfully implemented
many portions of a far-ranging energy programme that sought to limit waste-
ful uses of energy and introduce alternative sources such as solar power into
the mainstream.

The centrepiece of Carter’s foreign policy was his commitment to
human rights. Carter also proved an effective diplomat, signing two treaties
with Panama which guaranteed the neutrality of the Panama Canal,
brokering an agreement between Egypt and Israel in 1978 (known as the
Camp David accord) and establishing full diplomatic relations with China in
1979. Furthermore in 1979, Carter and Soviet Premier Leonid Brezhnev
signed a strategic arms limitation treaty (SALT II) in Vienna, although
approval from the Senate for the treaty was not forthcoming and it was put
on ice after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979—an invasion that
also led to Carter insisting that the US team withdrew from the 1980
Olympics in Moscow.

The most severe problem Carter faced in office was the seizure of US
hostages by radical Iranian students who stormed the US embassy in Tehran
on 4 Nov. 1979. After trying for over a year to secure the hostages release, he
oversaw the failure of a secret US military rescue mission. With the hostages
still unreleased Carter was easily defeated in the 1980 presidential election by
Republican rival Ronald W. Reagan, gaining just 49 electoral college votes to
Reagan’s 489. The hostages were finally released on 20 Jan. 1981, the day of
Reagan’s inauguration.

Later Life

After the end of his term Carter returned to his hometown of Plains. He has
written several books and has continued to play an active role in foreign
affairs, visiting Nicaragua, Panama, Ethiopia, North Korea, Haiti and Bosnia
on peacekeeping and diplomatic missions. He has also established, with his
wife Rosalynn, the Carter Presidential Centre in Atlanta. In 2002 he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
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Castro, Fidel (Cuba)

Introduction

Lawyer and revolutionary guerrilla, Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz led Cuba for
almost 50 years after he headed the 1959 revolution that overthrew the
military dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. Premier until 1976 when a new
constitution created a presidency, Castro set up a socialist state, implemented
agrarian reforms, nationalized industries and imposed single party rule. Full
employment, free education and universal health care were promised,
although all opposition was repressed and freedoms restricted. Strong Soviet
links bolstered Cuba in the face of US hostility, but since the collapse of the
USSR Castro became increasingly isolated. He transferred power provision-
ally to his brother after his health deteriorated seriously in July 2006. On
19 Feb. 2008 Castro announced in a letter published in the state-run newspa-
per Granma that he would be stepping down as president.

Early Life

Castro was born on 13 Aug. 1926 (his official birthday, although some
sources dispute this date) in the Oriente province (now Santiago de Cuba)
in eastern Cuba, the illegitimate son of a prosperous Spanish sugarcane
farmer and his cook. From the age of six, Castro was educated at Jesuit
schools in Santiago de Cuba, and in 1945 went to study law at the capital’s
Universidad de la Habana, where he became politically active. He was a
supporter of Eduardo Chibas who formed the Ortodoxos party (Cuban
People’s Party) in 1947. After joining the party, Castro was involved with
preparations for a coup to depose the Dominican Republic’s leader Gen.
Rafael Trujillo.

After graduating in 1950, Castro set up a law firm in Havana to help the
poor and his political allies. He continued his involvement with Ortodoxos
and was their candidate for Havana in the 1952 elections. Before they could
take place former premier Batista deposed Prime Minister Carlos Prio
Socarras and set up a military dictatorship. Following unsuccessful legal
challenges, Castro began recruiting for a revolutionary movement. After a
failed raid on the Moncada army barracks on 26 July 1953, Castro was
sentenced to 13 years imprisonment.

He was pardoned in 1955 following an amnesty and went to Mexico
where he formed the revolutionary Movimiento 26 de Julio. There he met
Emesto ‘Che’ Guevara Lynch, who became the Movimiento’s doctor. On
2 Dec. 1956 Castro and his followers attacked his native Oriente province.
After losing nearly all of their number, the remaining few fighters took refuge
in the Sierra Maestra mountains where Castro continued to recruit, gathering
together as many as 800 volunteers. Following numerous battles, Batista was
forced into exile on 1 Jan. 1959. Castro became commander-in-chief of the
army while the premiership was taken by Manuel Urrutia. Forcing the latter
out, in July 1959 Castro appointed himself premier, promising to restore civil
and political liberties.

Career Peak

Despite promising moderate reforms, Castro’s radicalism soon intensified,
as did his affiliation to Marxism. Communists were favoured for govern-
mental positions while enforced land distribution ended tenancy and private
ownership. Foreign investors left and all industry and commerce was
nationalized. By early 1960 Castro had established a favourable trade
agreement with the USSR which provided Cuba with oil, weapons and
loans while importing Cuban sugarcane at an advantageous price. In 1961
the Organizaciones Revolucionarias Integradas was created (the Cuban
Communist Party—Partido Comunista de Cuba; PCC—from 1965), com-
prising Castro’s Movimiento 26 de Julio, the Popular Socialist Party
(Partido Socialista Popular) and the Revolutionary Directorate (Directorio
Revolucionario). All opposition was outlawed. The immediate effect of
Castro’s reforms was the improvement of life for the poorest Cubans. Social
services were made available, full employment was promised and illiteracy
decreased. However, civil rights abuses led many middle class Cubans to
flee the country.

In 1960 US suspicion of Castro and his links to communism led the USA
to suspend trade agreements, impose an embargo and sever diplomatic
relations. In April 1961 the US government supported and financed an
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attempted coup by 1,300 Cuban exiles. The unsuccessful invasion at the
Bay of Pigs was soon contained by the Cuban army. The USA also mounted
several assassination attempts. In 1962 Soviet ballistic missiles were secretly
placed in Cuba in range of US cities. In retaliation the US navy surrounded
Cuba. The world hovered on the brink of nuclear war until the Soviet leader
Nikita Khrushchev agreed to remove the missiles in exchange for a removal
of US missiles based in Turkey and a promise of an end to hostilities
with Cuba.

In 1976 Castro created a new constitution and national assembly and
appointed himself president. His brother Raul was appointed minister of
armed forces becoming de facto vice president. In 1980 Castro opened the
northern port of Mariel for 5 months allowing thousands of Cubans to flee,
including 125,000 who emigrated to the USA.

On an international level, Castro supported revolutionary activity in
Bolivia, Venezuela and the Dominican Republic. Between 1975-89 the
Cuban army aided communists in the Angolan civil war and helped Ethiopia
combat Somalia’s invasion in 1978. But Cuba’s military expenditure was
detrimental to its economic progress. Castro was unable to stimulate the
country’s industry or agriculture. In 1991 Cuba suffered heavily from the
withdrawal of Soviet trade and rationing had to be imposed, leading to
economic and social unrest in 1993. After public demonstrations, Castro
agreed to relax restrictions on leaving the country. In 1994 the Cuban
economy reached its nadir. Although Castro refused to change his regime
after the fall of the USSR (free speech is still effectively banned), he was
forced to adopt a pragmatic approach and to open up the economy and
encourage a tourist industry. A two-tier financial system has meant plentiful
supplies in tourist dollar shops but shortages for most Cubans.

At the end of the 1990s Castro formed an alliance with the Venezuelan
premier Hugo Chavez and agreed a preferential trade arrangement exchang-
ing Venezuelan oil for Cuban goods and services. Castro and Chéavez also
signed a co-operation agreement on agriculture and tourism. In Nov. 1999
relations with the USA were further strained by the Elidn Gonzalez affair, in
which the two governments were involved in a custody battle over the fate of
a 6-year old Cuban refugee.

Castro was re-elected for his sixth presidential term in 2003 with 100% of
the 609 available parliamentary votes. In March 2003 relations with the USA
deteriorated further when Castro arrested several dozen political dissidents
who had met with the US envoy, James Cason. Castro accused Cason of
subversion and restricted the movement of diplomats within the country in a
tit-for-tat response after the USA imposed similar restrictions in Washington.
The EU threatened sanctions in June 2003, but the following month promised
to continue aid despite Castro attacking the EU as a “Trojan horse’ of the
USA. Diplomatic contacts with the EU were restored in Jan. 2005. In May
2005 Castro unusually allowed a dissident group to hold a public meeting,
although foreigners seeking to attend were turned away.

Concerns over Castro’s declining health increased markedly from late
July 2006 as he underwent intestinal surgery and, for the first time in 47 years,
handed over power provisionally to his brother Raul. Speculation about his
condition heightened as he failed to attend Havana’s May Day parade and the
annual celebrations in July 2007 marking the anniversary of the revolution.
However, he maintained that he was anticipating for a full recovery and in
Sept. appeared in an hour-long interview on state television.

In Oct. 2007 President George W. Bush reaffirmed that the US trade
embargo would be maintained while the Castro regime kept a ‘monopoly’
of power.

In Feb. 2008 Castro announced he would be resigning as president citing
his “critical condition’. He said that it would be a betrayal to his conscience to
accept responsibility which required mobility and dedication that he was
physically unable to offer. Castro added that retirement would not stop him
from carrying on ‘fighting like a soldier of ideas’. promising to continue
writing essays entitled Reflections of Comrade Fidel. George W. Bush
responded to the news by saying that the United States will ‘help the people
of Cuba realise the blessings of liberty’. Five days after Castro’s announce-
ment Cuba’s National Assembly chose his younger brother Raill to be the
country’s new president.

Later Life

In July 2010 Castro made his first appearance in public since the announce-
ment of his illness in 2006. Photographs of the leader were tightly controlled
by the state media although essays that he still wrote regularly published in
state newspapers. He died at the age 0of 90 on 25 Nov. 2016 having been in bad
health for several years.
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Introduction

Raul Castro was elected president by the National Assembly of People’s
Power on 24 Feb. 2008. His first 5 year term began when he replaced his
brother, Fidel, who had held office for 49 years. While less charismatic than
his brother, he preserved the essence of Cuba’s brand of socialism. He was
re-elected in Feb. 2013.

Early Life

Raul Castro was born on 3 June 1931 in Biran, in the Oriente province (now
Santiago de Cuba). His father was a sugar plantation owner of Spanish origin
and his mother a housemaid. After expulsion from his first school Raul
attended the Jesuit-run Colegio Dolores in Santiago and the Belén School
in Havana, before graduating as a sergeant from military college. He attended
the University of Havana until 1953, when his involvement in politics cut
short his studies.

Ratl was a member of the Socialist Youth group, affiliated to the
Moscow-orientated Popular Socialist Party. His travels to the Soviet bloc in
1953 prompted him to turn against the then president, Fulgencio Batista,
culminating that year in the failed 26 July attack on the Moncada barracks
alongside brother Fidel. Both were imprisoned but then exiled to Mexico
22 months later. Ratll subsequently helped organize the 26 July Revolutionary
Movement and the failed coup attempt of 1956.

Raul then took charge of the military campaign in the east of the country
and victory was achieved in 1959 when Batista went into exile. Radl secured
his place as Fidel’s right hand man, politically and militarily. He was
appointed minister for the Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) and played a
key role during the Bay of Pigs invasion of 1961 and in the Cuban missile
crisis the following year.

In 1965 he was promoted to the Cuban Communist Party (PCC) Politburo
and made second secretary of the central committee behind Fidel. In 1972 he
became first vice-premier and 4 years later the new National Assembly of
People’s Power elected him vice-president. The Castro hierarchy was
endorsed with total support at each of the congressional party sessions from
1975-97. As vice-president he was pivotal in the close relationship with the
Eastern European communist bloc until the 1990s when he engineered the
economic shift away from former Soviet dependency. From 2000-02 his
public profile grew as he stood in for Fidel on diplomatic tours of China
and South East Asia.

When Fidel underwent abdominal surgery in July 2006, Raul became
acting president. On 19 Feb. 2008 Fidel announced his formal resignation and
Raul was elected his successor by the National Assembly.

Career Peak

Raul’s key challenges have been economic. Early signs of greater market
freedom included allowing Cubans to stay in tourist hotels and rent cars and
the lifting of bans on ownership of consumer products such as mobile phones,
computers and DVD players. However, such products have remained
unaffordable to average citizens.

In mid-2008 the government relaxed restrictions on the amount of idle
state-owned land available to private farmers and announced plans to aban-
don salary equality in a radical departure from Marxist principles. In the wake
oftwo hurricanes in 2008 that devastated homes and crops in Cuba, a US offer
of emergency aid was rejected by Raul, who instead demanded a lifting of the
long-standing US trade embargo.

In March 2009 and again in Jan. 2011 the Obama administration eased the
US embargo, lifting restrictions on remittances and visits to Cuba by Cuban-
Americans. Despite this slight thaw in relations, Raul continued to crack
down on political dissent. Nevertheless, in Sept. 2010 he unveiled limited
plans to further liberalize the economy by laying off thousands of state
employees while legalizing self-employment in many areas and allowing
more private enterprise. In Nov. he also announced the convening of a long-
overdue PCC congress to be held in April 2011 (the first since 1997) to
approve the plans, at which he was elected first secretary of the party. The
Organization of American States had meanwhile voted in June 2009 to end
Cuba’s diplomatic suspension dating back to 1962.

Castro, Raul (Cuba)

In Nov. 2011 legislation enabling individuals to buy and sell property for
the first time since the revolution was passed. A subsequent papal visit to
Cuba in March 2012 prompted a government amnesty for some 2,500
prisoners, including political detainees, and the restoration of recognition
for a religious holiday. Then in Oct. the government abolished the require-
ment that most citizens, other than certain professionals, acquire exit visas to
travel abroad.

Having been re-elected in Feb. 2013, Ratl announced that he would stand
down at the end of his second term and in July that year he removed several
senior figures from the PCC central committee in an apparent gradual transfer
of power to a younger generation. In early 2014 parliament approved a new
foreign investment law allowing Cubans living abroad to invest in certain
enterprises for the first time, and the government also began talks with the
European Union on restoring political relations and boosting economic ties.

In Dec. 2014 Castro and US president Barack Obama agreed a landmark
deal, brokered in part by Pope Francis, to begin normalizing bilateral relations
and in April 2015 they held the first leaders’ summit in nearly 60 years. This
was followed in July that year by the full restoration of diplomatic ties, and in
March 2016 Obama became the first US president to visit Cuba since 1928.
On 25 Nov. 2016 Castro announced the death of his brother Fidel at the age of
90.

First Vice-President Diaz-Canel was elected president by the National
Assembly on 18 April 2018 and took office the next day, although Castro
stayed on as head of the Communist Party.

Introduction

Anibal Cavaco Silva was elected president on 22 Jan. 2006, the first centre-
right politician to fill the largely ceremonial post since the 1974 revolution.
The free-market economist played a key role in preparing Portugal’s entry in
1986 to the European Economic Community (EEC; later the European
Union) and served as prime minister from 1985-95. He was re-elected
president in Jan. 2011.

Early Life

Anibal Anténio Cavaco Silva was born in Boliqueime, Algarve on 15 July
1939. After graduating in finance in 1964, he worked at the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon from 1967-71 before studying for a PhD
in economics at the University of York in the UK.

Returning to Portugal in 1974—the year when the Caetano dictatorship
was toppled—Cavaco Silva taught economics at the Catholic University of
Portugal. He joined the new centre-right Popular Democratic Party, which
became the Social Democratic Party (PSD) in 1976. From 1977 he headed the
research and statistics department of the Bank of Portugal. Elected to parlia-
ment for the PSD in Oct. 1980, he served as minister of finance and planning.

An advocate of free-market economics, Cavaco Silva’s reforms, com-
bined with a constitutional reduction in presidential power, paved the way for
Portugal’s entry into the EEC in 1986. Elected head of the PSD in June 1985,
he led the party to victory in elections the following Oct. He retained the
position for 10 years, the longest tenure of any democratically elected prime
minister in Portuguese history. The PSD won a clear majority of seats in
legislative elections in both 1987 and 1991, with analysts attributing Cavaco
Silva’s success to economic liberalization, tax cuts and the flow of funds from
the EEC.

Cavaco Silva stepped down as leader of the PSD prior to the 1995
elections, which were won by the Socialist Party (PS). He contested the
1996 presidential election but, after losing to the Socialist candidate, retired
from politics to advise at the Bank of Portugal and teach economics at the
Catholic University. In Oct. 2005 he returned to the political fray and
announced his candidacy for the forthcoming presidential election. He
received 50.5% of the votes cast and was sworn in on 9 March 2006.

Career Peak

Cavaco Silva’s victory was a setback for the Socialist prime minister, Jose
Socrates, who had presided over a period of economic stagnation. However,
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the result ushered in a new era of ‘cohabitation’ in politics, with analysts
predicting that the two leaders would find common ground to implement
economic reform. Although a Roman Catholic, Cavaco Silva endorsed leg-
islation in April 2007 liberalizing abortion and aligning Portuguese law with
that of most other European Union countries. In Oct. 2009, following parlia-
mentary elections the previous month, he invited Sécrates to form a new PS
government.

In Jan. 2011 Cavaco Silva’s re-election as president coincided with a
turbulent economic period. High debt levels and flat growth forced the
negotiation in May that year of a financial rescue package with stringent
deficit reduction conditions from the EU and IMF. Parliamentary elections in
June 2011 saw the PS government replaced by a centre-right PSD/Democratic
and Social Centre—People’s Party coalition. Continuing austerity generated
social and labour unrest and undermined the cohesion of the governing
coalition—particularly in July 2013 when several senior ministers resigned
over the handling of the economic situation—although the administration has
survived.

Since Cavaco Silva was constitutionally barred from running for a third
consecutive term, the winner of the Jan. 2016 presidential election, Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa, took over in March.

Introduction

Nicolae Ceausescu was the Communist leader of Romania from 1965 until
1989. An opponent of excessive intervention from the Soviet Union, he led a
more independent foreign policy than many Eastern Bloc nations. However,
disastrous domestic policies led to widespread poverty and starvation while
Ceausescu’s regime, with the aid of the secret police, became ever more
oppressive. He was executed following a revolution in Dec. 1989.

Early Life

Ceausescu was born on 26 Jan. 1918 in Scornicesti in Oltenia, southwest
Romania. He was the third of 10 children and at the age of 11 he was
employed as a shoemaker’s apprentice in Bucharest. By the age of 14 he was
a member of the Romanian Workers’ Party and the illegal Union of Com-
munist Youth and a year later he had joined the Romanian Communist Party.
In 1933 he was arrested for the first time for his political activities and in
1935 he was exiled from Bucharest, though he remained in the city to
continue undercover activities. In 1936 he was sentenced to 2 years in
prison.

In 1939 Ceausescu married Elena Petrescu, a fellow communist with
whom he would have three children, but in 1940 he was again sent to prison,
escaping 4 years later. During this period he shared a cell with Gheorghe
Gheorghiu-Dej, who would become Romania’s Communist leader in 1952.
Following his escape Ceausescu became Secretary of the Union of Commu-
nist Youth and, following the Communists’ rise to power in 1947, served as
Minister of Agriculture until 1950. He then spent 4 years as Deputy Minister
of the Armed Forces before being elected on to the party’s Central
Committee.

Career Peak

When Gheorghiu-Dej died in March 1965, Ceausescu was his natural suc-
cessor as First Secretary of the party. 2 years later he became Chairman of the
State Council and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. Effectively
head of state, he would create the post of President for himself in 1974.
Ceausescu’s independent foreign policy initially boosted his popularity. He
was highly critical of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 and had
little involvement in Warsaw Pact activities. In addition, he pursued trade with
the West (with Romania enjoying most favoured nation trading status with the
US for many years) and established diplomatic relations with West Germany.
In later years he was critical of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and broke
an Eastern Bloc boycott, allowing the Romanian team to attend the 1984
Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

However, his approach to home affairs was more hardline. He established
the Securitate, a secret police force of around 60,000 loyal to Ceausescu.
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Opposition was put down ruthlessly and the media forced to endure severe
constraints. In 1966 he pushed through a series of reforms outlawing abortion
and contraception, making divorce more difficult and imposing punitive taxes
on childless couples.

In the 1970s, influenced by meetings with China’s Mao Zedong and North
Korea’s Kim Il-sung, Ceausescu set about establishing a cult of the person-
ality. He re-enforced this through nepotism, most notably by the promotion of
his wife, Elena. In 1975, on the back of an almost entirely manufactured set of
qualifications, she was made director of the Institute of Chemistry of the
Romanian Academy. Cabinet positions followed and by the time of her death
she was the second most powerful person in the country. Her brother was
given influential roles in the trade union movement while Ceausescu’s
brothers were placed in charge of the armed forces, the intelligence service
and the Ministry of Agriculture. His son, Nicu, who was groomed as his
successor, was made head of a county government in 1987.

Financial mismanagement during the 1970s led to a huge foreign debt
which Ceausgescu set about clearing in the 1980s with disastrous results. Rates
of agricultural and industrial production were increased but the results were
sent en masse for export. Bread rationing was introduced in the early 1980s,
followed by rationing of other basic food provisions and energy. The econ-
omy went into freefall, starvation became a genuine threat and many citizens
died owing to the lack of medical provisions.

Against this background, the Ceausescus continued with their own lavish
lifestyles. Grandiose parties were given in their palaces and food was hoarded
while the public starved. In 1984 Ceausescu cleared 10,000 hectares of land
near Bucharest to build Victory of Socialism Boulevard, which was planned
to eclipse the Champs Elysees in Paris. He also devised an ill-conceived plan
to destroy 7,000 out of around 13,000 villages and relocate the population to
urban apartments in the 10 years following 1984. By the end of the 1980s
Romania had one of Eastern Europe’s lowest standards of living and one of its
highest rates of infant mortality.

Riots broke out in the southwestern town of Timisoara on 16 Dec. 1989
and Ceausescu responded by ordering the shooting and killing of dozens of
protesters. The protests then spread to Bucharest. On 21 Dec., captured by
television cameras, Ceausescu was drowned out by calls for change as he tried
to give a speech. The army turned against him and the following day he and
Elena fled the city. They were captured by the army and there followed a 3 day
long secret trial by a military court. Charged with genocide and other crimes
against the people, the Ceausescus refused to acknowledge the legality of the
court. On 25 Dec. 1989 Nicolae and Elena Ceausescu were convicted and
executed by firing squad.

Introduction

A Maronite (a member of the Christian sect which by political and religious
convention holds the state presidency, while the prime minister must be a
Sunni Muslim and the speaker of the National Assembly a Shia Muslim),
Chamoun was president of Lebanon from 195258 and leader of the National
Liberal Party (NLP) from 1958-86. He held various other government posts
during a long political career that ended in 1987 when he died while still
serving as minister of finance.

Early Life

Born on 3 April 1900, Chamoun qualified as a lawyer in 1924. He entered
parliament in 1934 and was minister of finance in the pre-war French mandate
regime. At independence he was minister of the interior, subsequently serving
as a delegate to various United Nations conferences and committees and as
Lebanese representative to London. By the late 1940s he was one of the most
prominent members of a mainly Christian political faction known as the
Constitutional Bloc. In Sept. 1952 a general strike forced the resignation of
the then long-serving president Bishara al-Khuri and Chamoun was elected as
his successor.
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Career Peak

His 6 year presidential term, despite some early constitutional reforms, ended
in political turmoil. In the Suez crisis of 1956 Muslim leaders demanded that
Chamoun break off relations with Britain and France. His pro-Western
alignment contributed to increasing resentment against his Christian-
dominated government that erupted into a Muslim insurrection in May
1958. Chamoun appealed to the United States for military assistance and
US marines landed near Beirut in July to re-establish government authority.
He resisted demands for his resignation but did not seek re-election and left
office in Sept. 1958.

Having founded the NPL in 1958, Chamoun retained an influential
political role as a radical defender of Maronite Christian interests and was
an uncompromising opponent of the Palestine Liberation Organization’s
presence in Lebanon when civil war broke out in 1975. At that time he
rejoined the cabinet, holding several ministerial portfolios until Dec. 1976.
He remained leader of the NPL until 1986, when his son Dany succeeded him.
However, the party’s ascendancy among Maronite Christians had by then
been undermined by the rival right-wing Phalangist Party. In April 1984 he
returned to government as minister of finance and died in office of a heart
attack on 7 Aug. 1987.

Introduction

Dame Mary Eugenia Charles, nicknamed the ‘Iron Lady of the Caribbean’
was prime minister from 1980 to 1995.

Early Life

Mary Eugenia Charles was born on 15 May 1919 in the village of Pointe
Michel in Dominica. She studied law at the University of Toronto in Canada
and at the London School of Economics in the UK. After being called to the
bar, she returned home to set up a practice specializing in property law,
becoming Dominica’s first female lawyer.

In the 1960s she campaigned against the ruling Labour Party, helping to
found the Dominica Freedom Party (DFP) in 1968. She entered the House of
Assembly in 1970 and became leader of the DFP 2 years later. Dominica
gained formal independence in 1978 and, amid growing popular discontent
with the government, the party won the country’s first post-independence
general election in June 1980. Charles thus became the Caribbean’s first
female prime minister.

Career Peak

She initiated reforms to the economy, education and health, as well as vowing
to tackle government corruption. Corrupt officials were dismissed and the
nation’s 200-strong defence force was disbanded after military officials were
found to have authorized an illegal arms deal. Charles also oversaw a reduc-
tion in spiralling inflation and cut the balance of trade deficit by a half. She
secured aid to bolster the banana-dependent economy and improved the
transport infrastructure.

On the international stage, she served as the chair of the Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), appealing for US intervention following
the execution of Grenada’s prime minister, Maurice Bishop, in a coup in
1983. Having herself survived two attempted coups during her first term
in office, she won renewed mandates in 1985 and 1990. However, against
a backdrop of rising unemployment, she opted not to contest the 1995
election.

Later Life

After retiring from frontline politics, Charles lectured in international
relations and forged close ties with the Carter Center, the human rights
organization founded by the former US president, Jimmy Carter. Charles
was made a Dame Commander of the British Empire in 1991 and died on
6 Sept. 2005.

Charles, Eugenia (Dominica)

Introduction

Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias of the Movimiento V Republica (Movement for
the Fifth Republic/MVR—which he founded in 1997) was elected president
in Dec. 1998 as the candidate for the left-wing ‘Patriotic Pole’ coalition.
Although re-elected in 2000, he was subsequently challenged by anti-
government protests and a failed coup. He was nevertheless re-elected
again at the end of 2006. In Dec. 2007 he suffered his first defeat in a popular
vote when proposals to extend his powers and accelerate his socialist revolu-
tion were rejected in a referendum. His further re-election in Oct. 2012 was
soon overshadowed by a serious relapse in his health, and his failure to attend
his scheduled official inauguration in Jan. 2013 heightened concerns about his
ability to resume his presidential duties.

Early Life

The son of teachers, Chavez was born on 28 July 1954 in Sabaneta, Barinas
state. Embarking on a military career, he completed his higher education at the
Academia Militar de Venezuela, graduating in 1975 with a degree in military
science. After further military training, he took a master’s degree in social
science at the Universidad Simoén Bolivar.

In 1982 Chavez co-founded the MBR-200, based on the ideals of the
independence hero, Simén Bolivar. In Feb. 1992 Chavez led an abortive
military coup attempting to overthrow the government of Carlos Andrés
Pérez. He was captured and imprisoned until 1994 when he was pardoned
by President Rafael Caldera. Having reformed the MBR-200 as the Move-
ment for the Fifth Republic/MVR, he promised to fight social inequality in
Venezuela, a country rich in natural resources but where the wealth benefited
the minority elite. By 1998 over 90% of Venezuelans lived below the poverty
line, social services had deteriorated to pre-1950s levels and inflation
was high.

In Nov. 1998 Chévez’s Patriotic Pole coalition won 34% of seats in
legislative elections. The following month he ran for the presidency against
the Proyecto Venezuela candidate, Henrique Salas Romer. With the highest
majority for 40 years, Chdvez won 56.5% of votes to 39.5%. His win ended
the 40-year domination of Accion Democratica (Democratic Action) and the
Partido Social Cristiano (Social Christian Party).

Career Peak

On election, Chavez pledged to modernize the government, root out corrup-
tion, implement radical reforms and revive the economy. In April 1999 he
called a referendum in which 92% of voters called for a new constitution. In
July elections to the constitutional assembly, Chavez supporters won
121 seats against ten for the opposition. A second referendum was called
for Dec. in which 72% approved a new constitution, modelled on France’s
Fifth Republic. The two-tiered congress was combined into one National
Assembly, the presidential term was extended from 5 to 6 years, presidential
power over legislation and the budget was increased, and a second consecu-
tive presidential term was permitted. Further changes included a reformed
judiciary, an extension of universal economic and social rights, increased
rights for indigenous Venezuelans, and more military involvement in policy
implementation. Despite Chavez’s popular support, members of the business
community and the middle classes were wary of the power granted the
president and US $4 bn. was transferred out of the country. Nonetheless, a
rise in oil prices compensated for this financial loss and inflation fell, although
the country suffered a recession following the 1998 economic crisis. Disas-
trous mudslides in Dec. 1999 in which tens of thousands of people died
brought further financial strain for the government.

In the July 2000 presidential elections Chavez beat his former ally from
the 1992 coup Lt.-Col. Francisco Arias Cardenas with 59.8% of votes to
37.5%. His MVR party was equally successful in regional elections. Oppo-
sition candidates claimed the votes had been rigged and the military was
called in to disperse protestors. On re-election Chavez pledged to fight
unemployment with public spending, introduce a land rights bill to ease
rural poverty, offer tax breaks for businesses, build new schools and encour-
age foreign investment. Though lacking a MVR majority in the assembly,
Chavez was able to secure wide legislative powers. One of his first moves was
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to seek a union with the oil-producing Arab states which would reject Western
pressure for increased output (and thus lower prices). In Sept. he made his
international position clear by criticizing US involvement in Colombian
military efforts to combat left-wing rebels (the Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia or FARC), and by praising Cuban leader
Fidel Castro’s defiant rejection of US domination, as well as his economic
and social policies. During a visit by Castro, Chavez agreed to sell oil to Cuba
at a discounted price. In April 2001 Chavez hosted talks with Mexico and
Colombia to pursue the implementation of a free trade zone, and to work
towards extending free trade throughout the Americas. Despite international
fears of a Castro reincarnate, he also visited the USA and Europe on numerous
occasions.

As his ‘Bolivarian Revolution’ failed to produce the promised social and
economic improvements, the country became increasingly divided between
Chéavez’s supporters and opponents. In April 2002 anti-government protesters
descended on the capital demanding his resignation. Taking advantage of the
instability, a military coup was mounted with businessman Pedro Carmona
Estanga at its head. Chavez was forced to resign and Carmona assumed the
presidency. Western and Latin American governments (but not the USA)
condemned the coup, refusing to acknowledge the new government, and
protests by Chavez supporters quickly led to his reinstatement.

Nevertheless, Venezuelans remained polarized and more protests were
staged in June and July. In Dec. 2002 a national strike was called by the
opposition following a decision by the Supreme Court to overrule a referen-
dum on Chavez’s presidency called for Feb. 2003 by the Electoral Council.
Protests focused on the state-owned petrol company Petroleos de Venezuela
(PDVSA), the provider of around 40% of the country’s revenues. Oil pro-
duction plummeted and world prices increased, causing OPEC to increase
production. The strike continued into 2003, threatening to destabilize the
country’s economy, but Chavez remained defiant. The strike abated in Feb.
2003, although workers at PDVSA continued to protest and the opposition
petitioned for early elections.

In Aug. 2004 Chavez survived a national referendum on whether he
should be allowed to serve the remainder of his term of office until 2006.
Although credited with about 59% of the vote, opposition parties denounced
the victory as electoral fraud. Then, in parliamentary elections in Dec. 2005
boycotted by the opposition, his MVR party won 114 of 167 National
Assembly seats, with the remaining seats being won by his allies.

In Dec. 2006 Chavez won a third presidential term, defeating the main
opposition candidate Manuel Rosales with 63% of the vote in the election.
Pledging to maintain his socialist revolution, including widespread national-
ization, he was granted sweeping powers by parliament at the end of Jan. 2007
to legislate by decree for an 18-month period. In the same month he
announced that key energy and telecommunications utilities would be nation-
alized and in May the government took control of oil projects in the Orinoco
Delta. Nationalizations continued into 2008, including in the banking,
cement, steel and fuel sectors.

Popular discontent meanwhile surfaced over the closure in May 2007 of
Radio Caracas Television (RCTV), the country’s most popular-but anti-
Chavez-television channel, which provoked large domestic demonstrations
as well as international condemnation. Then in Dec. the president’s proposal
to reform the constitution and allow him to run for continuous re-election and
to reinforce his socialist agenda was unexpectedly rejected by voters in a
national referendum. Some disaffection with Chavez was also reflected in
opposition gains in regional and mayoral elections in Nov. 2008. However, in
a further constitutional referendum in Feb. 2009, there was a 54% majority in
favour of abolishing presidential limits, clearing the way for Chavez to run for
re-election in 2012.

In 2007 Colombia’s president Uribe invited Chavez to try and broker a
peace deal with the FARC. However, Uribe subsequently ended Chavez’s
involvement after a series of apparent diplomatic breaches. Relations between
the two countries then deteriorated sharply in March 2008 after Colombian
armed forces raided a FARC base in Ecuador, a Venezuelan ally. Chavez
mobilized troops along Venezuelan-Colombian border and briefly threatened
war before the crisis was defused diplomatically. Bilateral tensions resurfaced
in late 2009 as US-Colombian plans for closer military ties in a drive against
drug trafficking culminated in an agreement allowing US forces the use of
Colombian bases, and escalated again in mid-2010 when diplomatic relations
were temporarily severed.

As an oil-producing economy Venezuela suffered from the fall in the
international price of oil that accompanied the global economic downturn
from 2008. The economy continued to shrink in 2009 (by 5.8% in the last
3 months of the year alone) and in Jan. 2010 Chavez devalued the currency
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against the US dollar (by up to 50% under a dual exchange rate) to boost
revenue from oil exports. The downturn nevertheless persisted and in Jan.
2011 the government devalued the currency for the second time in a year
while unifying the exchange rate.

Meanwhile, there were increasing signs of popular discontent with
Chévez’s rule. In Jan. 2010 the resignation of the vice president and defence
minister, Ramon Carrizalez, prompted speculation about tensions within the
regime. Then, in congressional elections in Sept. 2010, the PSUV retained
control but lost the two-thirds majority in parliament needed to carry out
constitutional changes and make judicial appointments as the opposition
made significant gains. However, Chavez was able to by-pass this setback
as the outgoing congress approved measures at the end of the year allowing
him to rule by decree again for 18 months and to appoint new Supreme Court
judges. The opposition claimed that this amounted to a coup by the executive
against the other branches of government.

In June-July 2011 Chavez underwent surgery for cancer in Cuba but on
his return to Venezuela said that he would stand as his party’s candidate in
presidential elections scheduled for Oct. 2012. He had further treatment for
his condition in Cuba in Feb. and April 2012 before his re-election for a fourth
term in Oct. with 55% of'the vote. However, in Nov. he was forced to return to
Cuba for more cancer surgery and his inauguration ceremony was subse-
quently postponed. Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs Nicolas
Maduro, whom Chéavez had named in Dec. 2012 as his preferred political
successor, delivered the state-of-the-nation address to the National Assembly
on the president’s behalf in Jan. 2013.

Chavez’s last public appearance was in Dec. shortly before he travelled to
Cuba to undergo a fourth surgery. He returned home 2 months later but almost
no information on his condition was revealed. Chavez was officially
announced dead on 5 March. Seven days of mourning followed and elections
were to be held in 30 days. Chavez had named vice president Nicolas Maduro
as his successor, despite the constitution stating that in such cases the National
Assembly President should assume temporary power.

Introduction

Fuad Chehab, commander of the Lebanese army, succeeded Camille
Chamoun as state president in Sept. 1958 in the wake of widespread sectarian
conflict between Lebanon’s Christian and Muslim communities. His term in
office ended in 1964 and he was widely credited with restoring political
stability and promoting economic and infrastructure development.

Early Life

Chehab was born in 1902 in Ghazir. Pursuing a military career, he served with
French mandatory forces in Syria after World War I and by 1945 was
commander of the Lebanese army.

Career Peak

Having adopted a non-partisan stance as military commander during the
internal unrest at the end of Chamoun’s term, Chehab enjoyed support from
Christian and Muslim factions alike. He was elected by the National Assem-
bly at the end of July 1958 and assumed presidential office on 23 Sept. While
observing the terms of the 1943 national pact determining the allocation of
political power between the main religious communities, he instituted some
electoral reform and increased the membership of the National Assembly to
encourage wider direct representation. In foreign affairs he effected the
prompt withdrawal of the US troops deployed towards the end of his pre-
decessor’s presidency. Thereafter he followed a neutral foreign policy, with
the aim of maintaining good relations with Arab as well as Western nations.
Limited opposition to his regime was reflected in a coup attempt in 1961 by an
extremist party advocating the creation of a greater Syria of several Arab
states. Chehab rejected appeals that he should run for the presidency again,
despite a parliamentary proposal for a constitutional amendment allowing
him a second term. He left office in Sept. 1964 and died on 25 April 1973 in
Beirut.
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Introduction

Konstantin Chernenko led the Soviet Union between 1984 and 1985.
A favourite of Brezhnev, he was defeated in the 1982 contest to succeed
him as general secretary by Yuri Andropov. Chernenko came to office after
the death of Andropov in 1984 but was soon beset by ill-health and achieved
little while in office.

Early Life

Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko was born on 24 Sept. 1911 (11 Sept. by the
Orthodox calendar) in Bolshaya Tes in the Yeniseysk region of Russia. In
1930 he served with the frontier guards on the Sino-Soviet border. The
following year he joined the Communist Party, having joined Komsomol
(the junior branch of the party) 5 years earlier.

He became a producer of propaganda for Stalin and in 1941 was named
director of the Krasnoyarsk territorial party committee. He attended the higher
school for party organizers from 1943 until 1945 and 8 years later completed
his studies at the Kishinev pedagogical institute. Between 1948 and 1956 he
was responsible for agitation and propaganda for Moldavia. In 1956, having
gained the notice of Leonid Brezhnev, he took up an equivalent position in
Moscow. When Brezhnev became general secretary in 1964 he appointed
Chernenko chief-of-staff. Chernenko became a full member of the central
committee 7 years later and in 1978 won full membership of the politburo.

As it became apparent during 1982 that Brezhnev’s health was rapidly
deteriorating, Chernenko began to rally support to succeed him. However, in
Nov. 1982 he was defeated by Yuri Andropov, who was able to call on support
from the KGB (which he had previously headed) and the emerging generation
of reformers (including Mikhail Gorbachev). Andropov was immediately
beset by ill health and when he died in Feb. 1984 Chernenko was selected
to replace him as general secretary.

Career Peak

Chernenko also assumed the chairmanship of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet in April 1984. Gorbachev, Andropov’s favoured successor, was pro-
moted to second in the party hierarchy. Chernenko was widely perceived as a
conservative throwback to the stagnation of the later Brezhnev years. Domes-
tically he achieved little and party privilege remained undiminished. In
foreign policy he brokered trade agreements with China but relations with
Ronald Reagan’s US deteriorated, despite agreement in Jan. 1985 to a new
round of arms talks. Chernenko suffered from poor health throughout his
tenure and died in Moscow on 10 March 1985.

Introduction

Chiang Kai-shek (transliterated as Chiang Chieh-shih in the modern Wade-
Giles romanisation) was leader of the Nationalist government of China from
1928 to 1949 and President from 1928 to 1931 and from 1943 to 1949.
Defeated in the civil war against the Communists (1946-49), Chiang fled
with the remains of his forces to Taiwan where he continued to style himself
President of the Republic of China until his death in 1975.

Chiang was born on 31 Oct. 1887 in Zhejiang province into a prosperous
commercial and farming family. He trained for a military career, first at a
military academy in northern China (1906-07) and then in Japan (1907-11),
where he met young Chinese who were conspiring against the Manchu
imperial dynasty. Chiang became a convert to revolutionary ideas. When
the 1911 uprising against the emperor broke out, Chiang returned home.

Chernenko, Konstantin (Russia)

Early Life

Chiang took part in the fighting that overthrew the imperial system and was
equally involved with the revolutionaries against the authoritarian president,
Yuan Shih-kai, in 1913-16. In 1918 Chiang joined Sun Yat-sen’s Nationalist
Party and became Sun’s close ally. Following the overthrow of Yuan, China
disintegrated at the hands of local warlords. Sun reorganised the party on
Soviet lines and sent Chiang to Moscow to study the Soviet system and Red
Army in 1923. Returning to China, Chiang was placed in charge of a military
academy at Huangpu, near Guangzhou, and built an effective army. At this
stage the Nationalists were co-operating with the Communists to re-establish
national unity, but rivalry between the two parties increased, particularly after
the death of Sun in 1925.

As commander in chief of the Nationalist army from 1925, Chiang’s
power grew. In April 1927, he tried to suppress the Chinese Communist
Party in a bloody campaign in which thousands of Communists were
slaughtered. The remains of the party fled to the far western province of
Jiangxi, beyond the reach of the Nationalists. In 1928 Chiang’s army entered
Beijing. With the greater part of the country reunited under Chiang’s rule, he
formed a government in Nanjing, which became the capital of China.

Career Peak

Chiang’s power was illusory. The Communists controlled part of the south-
west where they had established a Chinese Soviet Republic, the warlords
could rebel again at any time and, in 1931, the Japanese invaded and occupied
Manchuria. Chiang ignored the Japanese, concentrating on crushing the
Communists. After a long campaign, the noose tightened round the Commu-
nist “statelet” but its leaders and a sizeable army escaped across China on the
Long March (1934-35). Attempting to revive national unity, Chiang rein-
stated Confucianism as the state religion in 1934—although he was a Chris-
tian. In Dec. 1936 Chiang was kidnapped by military leaders who wanted to
confront Japan rather than the Communists.

The full-scale invasion of China by the Japanese in 1937 obliged Chiang
to call a truce with the Communists to face the common enemy. Compared
with the Communists, Chiang’s armies made little headway against the
Japanese. In 1938 Chiang removed his capital to Chongqing, where he sat
out the war. After the defeat of Japan following the use of nuclear weapons on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the United States, Nationalists and Communists
began negotiations concerning the future shape of China’s government. But
the talks broke down and civil war resumed in 1946. A crushing series of
defeats led to the Communist victory. Chiang retreated to Taiwan with the
remains of his forces.

Backed by the United States, Chiang insisted that he continued in office as
President of the Republic of China. But his territory had been reduced to the
island of Taiwan and a few small islands off the coast of China. Still
technically at war with the Communists, Chiang maintained martial war
and ruled as a dictator. American aid allowed Chiang to achieve remarkable
economic development and soon Taiwan had a much higher standard of living
than mainland China. Despite a defence pact with the USA in 1955, which
guaranteed American assistance if the Communists should attack Taiwan, a
rapprochement between Washington and Beijing troubled Chiang’s final
years. He died on 5 April 1975, 4 years before the United States severed its
diplomatic ties with the Nationalists.

Introduction

James Chichester-Clark was prime minister of Northern Ireland from April
1969—March 1971, a period of growing sectarian conflict. In 1969 he called in
British troops to quell unrest, an act widely considered the start of ‘the
Troubles’. Chichester-Clark resigned in 1971 amid the polarization of North-
ern Ireland’s politics.
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Chinchilla, Laura (Costa Rica)

Early Life

James Chichester-Clark was born on 12 Feb. 1923 in Moyola Park,
Castledawson, Londonderry. His landowning family was prominent in
Unionist politics and had regularly held the South Londonderry constituency.
Educated at Eton College, Chichester-Clark joined the Irish Guards in 1942,
serving in North Africa and Italy during the Second World War. In 1947 he
was appointed Aide-de-camp to Lord Alexander of Tunis, then governor
general of Canada. Following tours of duty in Germany and Egypt, he left
the army in 1960 and succeeded his grandmother as Unionist MP for South
Londonderry.

In 1963 he was appointed chief whip and in 1966 became leader of the
Commons and a full cabinet member. From 1967-69 he served as minister of
agriculture, offering qualified support to Prime Minister Terence O’Neill’s
policies of warmer relations with the Republic of Ireland and civil rights
reform. In April 1969 Chichester-Clark resigned in protest at the introduction
of ‘one man one vote’ in local government elections. This precipitated
O’Neill’s resignation on 28 Aug. Chichester-Clark won the leadership elec-
tion against Brian Faulkner by 17-16, with O’Neill using his casting vote for
Chichester-Clark.

Career Peak

He made an early effort to promote harmony by granting an amnesty for those
charged with political offences since Oct. 1968. However, conflict escalated
and Aug. 1969 saw riots in Londonderry and Belfast. The Royal Ulster
Constabulary (RUC) and its auxiliary forces, particularly the B Specials,
were accused of helping loyalists attack Catholic neighbourhoods. Over
1000 Catholic and 300 Protestant families fled their homes. On 14 Aug.
Chichester-Clark called in British troops and the UK army took control of
security operations in the province.

An uneasy calm soon prompted resentment among Catholics, who saw
the troops as pro-Loyalist. By late 1969 paramilitary organizations, including
the provisional IRA and the Protestant Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), were
carrying out attacks. Meanwhile, under pressure from the UK government,
Chichester-Clark reorganized the police force and enacted reforms in housing
and local government, angering many Unionists.

In 1970 breakaway Unionist parties campaigned against his leadership. In
March 1971, after the IRA had killed three soldiers and the British govern-
ment had turned down his request for draconian intervention, Chichester-
Clark resigned.

Later Life

Given a life peerage as Baron Moyola of Castledawson, Chichester-Clark
returned to Moyola Park and retired from public life. In 1998 he endorsed the
Good Friday Agreement, which laid the foundations for power sharing. He
died on 17 May 2002.

Introduction

Frederick Chiluba, Zambia’s first elected president following the return of
multi-party democracy, held office from 1991-2002. Initially welcomed by
the West, his tenure became mired in allegations of embezzlement and
corruption.

Early Life

The son of a copper miner, Frederick Jacob Titus Chiluba was born on
30 April 1943 in Kitwe, in what was then Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia).
After expulsion from secondary school for political activism, Chiluba worked
as a sisal cutter, a bus driver, a city councillor and an accounts assistant. He
joined the Zambia Congress of Trade Unions, eventually becoming its pres-
ident. In 1981 Chiluba, along with several other opposition figures, was
detained by President Kenneth Kaunda for calling a wildcat strike that
paralyzed the economy. The detentions were declared unconstitutional by
the judiciary and Chiluba was released after 3 months.
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In 1990 he co-founded the Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMC),
a loose coalition of unions, civic and church groups and former government
loyalists disillusioned with Kaunda’s autocratic rule. In the first mulit-party
elections since 1968, Chiluba won the presidency with 76% of the vote.
Initially Chiluba was widely hailed for bringing an end to the country’s
one-party rule and was welcomed by the West for halting Kaunda’s
27 years in power.

Career Peak

Once in office, Chiluba sought to rescue the failing economy and usher in a
free market system. Import duties were slashed, currency controls abolished
and copper mines privatized. However, these policies failed to deliver the
hoped-for results and the majority of the population remained in poverty.

A charismatic speaker and born-again Christian, Chiluba originally posi-
tioned himself as a defender of civil liberties while deriding Kaunda’s author-
itarian approach. However, he adopted increasingly similar tactics against
political opponents, jailing journalists and firing colleagues who dared to
criticize him. In 1997 he imprisoned Kaunda for allegedly conspiring in a
coup against him, before attempting to deport the former president and strip
him of his citizenship.

In 1996 Chiluba was elected for a second 5 year term. His subsequent
move to amend the constitution to allow for a third term failed to win support
and sparked public protests. Consequently, Chiluba reluctantly left office at
the end of his term in Jan. 2002. He was replaced by his vice president, Levy
Mwanawasa.

Later Life

Mwanawasa proceeded to lift Chiluba’s immunity from prosecution and
targeted the former president in an anti-corruption drive. In Feb. 2003 Chiluba
was charged, along with several other former ministers and senior officials,
with embezzlement, amid claims he stole public funds to finance his extrav-
agant lifestyle (he was accused of spending over US$500,000 on jewellery
and clothing). After 6 years of drawn-out court proceedings, he was acquitted.
However, in 2007 a UK civil court found him guilty of theft and money
laundering through London and ordered him to repay US$58m.

Following the death of Mwanawasa in 2008, Rupiah Banda, a close friend
of Chiluba, became president and the ruling, which Chiluba rejected on the
basis of the court lacking jurisdiction, was never enforced. Nevertheless,
others close to Chiluba, including his wife, were convicted on related charges.
On 18 June 2011 Chiluba died of heart and kidney failure in Lusaka.

Introduction

Laura Chinchilla was elected Costa Rica’s first female president in Feb. 2010,
continuing the centre-right National Liberation Party’s (PLN) hold on gov-
ernment. A former justice minister, she has won praise for her attempts to
tackle drug networks and improve public security.

Early Life

Laura Chinchilla Miranda was born on 28 March 1959 in Desamparados, a
suburb of the capital, San José. She graduated in political science from the
University of Costa Rica in 1981 and went on to earn a master’s in public
administration from Georgetown University in the USA. Returning to Costa
Rica, she worked as a consultant to various international organizations
including the US Agency for International Development, the UN Develop-
ment Program and the Inter-American Development Bank, on issues such as
public safety, border security, human rights and judicial reform.

Consultancy for the ministry of national planning and economic policy in
the early 1990s led to Chinchilla being offered a senior role in government. In
May 1994 she was appointed deputy minister of public security in the
administration of José Maria Figueres Olsen, whose PLN had won the general
election 3 months earlier. Chinchilla also led the national council of migration
and foreign affairs and was a member of the board of the national drug
council. She was promoted to minister for public security in 1996 and gained
a reputation for her tough stance on criminal drugs activities.
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Chinchilla was elected to the legislative assembly as a deputy for the
province of San José in 2002 and served as vice-president under Oscar Arias
of the PLN. Arias, who had served as president in the late 1980s and was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his contribution to democracy and peace in
central America, enjoyed popular support and won a further term in Jan. 2006.
Chinchilla served as both vice-president and justice minister until she left
office in Oct. 2008 to mount a presidential campaign. She emerged victorious
after the first round on 7 Feb. 2010, taking 47% of the vote, well ahead of
nearest rival Otton Solis of the left-leaning Citizens’ Action Party on 25%.

Career Peak

Chinchilla was sworn in on 8 May 2010. She pledged to make Costa Rica the
first developed country in Central America, confirmed her commitment to
carbon neutrality by 2021 and promised to improve health care, safety and
security.

In Nov. 2010 a dispute with neighbouring Nicaragua over a river border
area led to the deployment of security forces by both countries. In March 2011
the International Court of Justice ruled that all troops should be withdrawn
from the area in a judgment viewed as favouring Costa Rica.

Luis Guillermo Solis of the PAC succeeded Chinchilla as president after
winning elections held in Feb. 2014. Since the constitution prohibits an
incumbent president from serving successive terms, Chinchilla was not
eligible to stand for re-election.

Introduction

President Jacques René Chirac was elected president in 1995 on the ticket of
the right-wing Gaullist party, Rassemblement pour la République (Rally for
the Republic; RPR), of which he was the founder. He was prime minister
under the right-wing Républicains Indépendants president Valéry Giscard
d’Estaing between 1974-76 before resigning to form the RPR. Between
1986—88 he was again prime minister under Socialist Party (PS) president
Frangois Mitterrand. He was mayor of Paris between 1977-95. In the 2002
presidential elections he stood for re-election as the candidate of the UMP
(Union pour la Majorité Presidentielle) right-wing coalition. Following the
shock success of National Front candidate Jean-Marie Le Pen, popular
opinion rallied around Chirac in the second round run-off, which he won
with a landslide majority. He subsequently disbanded the RPR and formalized
the UMP as the Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (Union for a Popular
Movement). His opposition to US pressure for a war on Iraq in 2003 won him
domestic popularity but led to a deterioration of relations with the USA
and UK.

The French electorate’s rejection in a referendum in May 2005 of the
proposed EU constitution was a major political setback for Chirac, prompting
his appointment of a new government. Later in the year, confronting the social
devastation left by rioting during Oct.—Nov., Chirac asked parliament to
extend a national state of emergency and pledged to fight unemployment
and discrimination among disadvantaged sections of the population. How-
ever, unpopular labour legislation caused further unrest in spring 2006 and his
political standing declined markedly through the year.

Early Life

Chirac was born in Paris on 29 Nov. 1932. The son of a banker, he was
educated at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris before studying business
at a Harvard University summer school. He was in Algeria for his national
service between 1956-57. From 1957-59 he studied at the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration, the elite training institution for civil servants. As a young
man Chirac was inclined to left-wing politics but his sympathies shifted right
when he embarked on his career in the civil service. Chirac rose swiftly
through the ranks of the civil service, becoming head of department and
secretary of state. In 1967 he was elected parliamentary representative of
his family’s native Corréze in Limousin, a post he held until he became
president in 1995. Chirac was a close ally and protégé of former president
Georges Pompidou, who supported Chirac’s rise through the party and his
election to the National Assembly in 1967. During Pompidou’s premiership

Chirac, Jacques (France)

under the presidency of Charles de Gaulle, Chirac aided Pompidou in resolv-
ing the May 1968 student-worker revolts.

Chirac’s career advanced further after Pompidou became president. He
served as minister for parliamentary relations (1971-72), agriculture minister
(1972-74) and minister for the interior (1974). In the 1974 presidential
elections Chirac refused to support the candidature of the official Gaullist
candidate, Jacques Chaban-Delmas, choosing instead to support the success-
ful right-wing Républicains Indépendants candidate, Valéry Giscard
d’Estaing. The latter appointed Chirac prime minister in 1974 but he was
soon at odds with the president and resigned in 1976. He then founded the
RPR, based on de Gaulle’s Rassemblement du Peuple Frangais (Rally of the
French People) party. Between 197681 the RPR was well represented in the
National Assembly.

In 1977 Chirac was elected Mayor of Paris, the first since the post was
abolished in 1871. In 1981 Chirac stood in his first presidential election
against Frangois Mitterrand and Giscard d’Estaing. The right divided, Mit-
terrand won and Chirac came third. Between 1981-86 Chirac led the right-
wing opposition in the Assembly. In 1986 the PS lost its majority and Chirac
was appointed prime minister in the first cohabitation (power sharing). Over
the next 2 years Chirac reversed Mitterrand’s policy of nationalization,
implementing widespread privatization schemes and abolishing the wealth
tax. In 1988 he stood again for the presidency. In a run-off with Mitterrand,
Chirac came second with 46% of votes. Over the next 7 years he remained
mayor of Paris.

Career Peak

In 1995 Chirac stood for his third presidential election against the PS candi-
date Lionel Jospin and the prime minister and fellow RPR member Edouard
Balladur. The latter had proved a popular prime minister and had the support
of the right-wing Union pour la Démocratie Frangaise (Union for the French
Democracy). Chirac lost some right-wing support by defending the Maas-
tricht Treaty which allowed for a closer European Union. But with strong
campaigning, helped by a financial scandal involving Balladur, he came out
ahead in the first round. In the second round run-off with Jospin, Chirac
gained 52.6% of votes. Alain Juppé replaced Chirac as RPR president.

The first few months of Chirac’s presidency were overshadowed by
international condemnation of France for controversial nuclear tests in the
Pacific Ocean. Reaction was such that Chile and New Zealand recalled their
ambassadors and riots broke out in Tahiti. A poll showed 60% of French
people against the testing and Chirac’s popularity suffered. The timing of the
testing was all the more controversial as it threatened the 1996 Comprehen-
sive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty.

Chirac went on to end conscription and to reform the military and the
health service. To qualify for the European Monetary Union, the government
needed to reduce budget deficits. He began a series of spending cuts including
areduction in welfare and a freezing of public-sector wages. Public discontent
was coupled with rising unemployment which reached 12.6% by 1997.
Chirac dissolved the Assembly and called early elections, hoping to gain
support for his policies. The result was the loss of the parliamentary majority
to a coalition of Socialists, Communists and Greens. Chirac was forced to
appoint the Socialist Lionel Jospin prime minister in a second cohabitation.

The end of 2000 was difficult for Chirac. Allegations of corruption
centred on the claim that when Chirac was mayor of Paris, bribes from
building companies had been taken in exchange for construction and main-
tenance contracts. An estimated €95 m. was extorted, 70% of which went to
the RPR, the rest being divided between the PS and the Parti Communiste
Frangais (French Communist Party). In Sept. 2000 a posthumous confession
from a former property developer and RPR official, Jean-Claude Méry,
claimed the RPR had been bolstered by €5.5-6.5 m. a year. Although Chirac
as the head of state is exempt from prosecution, his former aide, Michel
Roussin, was investigated and imprisoned for refusing to answer questions.

Chirac’s chairmanship of the 2000 EU summit in Nice was widely
criticized. It was claimed that he was too much concerned with national
interest, fighting hard to retain France’s voting power against demands for
votes to be allocated relative to population.

The 18 March 2001 municipal elections led to a shock left-wing victory in
Paris, traditionally held by the right. The alleged corruption of the Chirac
years was a major factor. In June 2001 an investigation began into how Chirac
spent an alleged 2.4 m. francs on family air travel tickets while he was mayor
in the early 1990s.

Chirac entered the first round presidential elections in April 2002
expecting to fight Jospin in the second round. But in a shock result, the
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National Front leader Jean-Marie Le Pen came in second with 16.86% of
votes to Chirac’s 19.87%. Jospin, who came third with 16.17%, promptly
resigned as prime minister and leader of the PS. The result caused a series of
anti-Le Pen protest rallies across France and jolted voter apathy for the second
round, for which the turnout was 79.7%. Socialist leaders urged their sup-
porters to vote for Chirac and moderate voters, frightened by the prospect of a
far-right government, rallied to the president. In a landslide victory, Chirac
took 82.21% of votes. The success was consolidated in parliamentary elec-
tions the following month, giving Chirac control of policy for the first time in
5 years. He appointed Jean-Pierre Raffarin as his prime minister.

For his second presidential term, Chirac pledged to tackle crime and
bolster national security—both issues which Le Pen had highlighted to his
advantage—with increased prison capacity and a strengthened police force.
He proposed a business-friendly fiscal policy and a more flexible integration
of the 35-h working week, which had troubled many businesses. He also
pledged to cut taxes by a third over his term. On the international stage, Chirac
won domestic support but courted US anger for his refusal to support the US
stance on Iraq. As one of the five countries in the UN with the power of veto,
Chirac held the right to block UN-supported military action in Iraq. His
position also found support in Algeria, which he visited in March 2003 on
the first official visit by a French head of state since the end of the
Franco—Algerian War in 1962. In May 2003 there were widespread strikes
in protest at plans to increase pension contributions, raise the retirement age
and to reduce benefits.

On Bastille Day 2002 Chirac survived an assassination attempt by a far-
right extremist. In 2003 he came under the international spotlight again by
threatening to veto any US-brokered UN resolution supporting an armed
attack on Iraq. US-led troops invaded Iraq in March 2003 without a clear
UN mandate and overthrew the Saddam Hussein regime the following month.
France, Germany and Russia were among the most vociferous opponents of
the war and the breakdown in relations between the USA and what it called
‘Old Europe’ led to renewed questions over the role of the UN, NATO and the
EU in international politics. However, in May 2003 France voted to accept a
UN resolution on Iraq’s future which had been jointly proposed by the USA,
UK and Spain. Chirac justified this acceptance as France’s responsibility to
the world, although he continued to emphasize the importance of the UN as an
organization to prevent countries acting in isolation. In return for the imme-
diate ending of sanctions, the UN was to co-operate with the occupying forces
to form a new government. In addition France would be able to complete
longstanding contracts with Iraq.

In July 2003 voters in a referendum in Corsica narrowly rejected plans to
increase regional autonomy. Under the proposals, Corsica would have
established a single regional assembly (streamlining three existing institu-
tions) and would have won limited control over energy, transport and regional
aid. Chirac had declared his support for the motion, but campaigning became
dominated by the question of eventual full independence. In the same month
Chirac caused consternation among several of the EU’s smaller nations by
calling for a relaxation of the stability and growth pact rules, under which the
budget deficit of euro-zone countries is not to exceed 3% of GDP.

Despite the EU’s emphasis on France reducing its deficit, the government
endorsed €3.3 bn. worth of tax cuts in Sept. 2003. In March 2004 the
governing party suffered local election defeats, resulting in the UMP holding
on to only one of the 21 mainland regions. Despite the losses, Chirac urged
ministers to press on with reforms aiming to boost economic growth, create
more jobs and improve the healthcare system.

At the June 2004 European summit clashes occurred between France and
the UK as Chirac and Prime Minister Tony Blair disagreed on the proposed
new EU constitution and on candidates for the European Commission pres-
idency. Also in June, Chirac rejected tentative US calls for NATO to become
more involved in Iraq following the handover of power.

In May 2005 the French electorate voted against the new EU constitution
in a referendum. Although it was a bitter defeat for Chirac, he resisted calls to
stand down and responded by appointing a new government with Dominique
de Villepin as the prime minister. Further discontent with his government was
apparent during Oct.—Nov. in a 24-h national strike against the privatization
programme and pension reform plans and in rioting across many French
towns and cities. The riots started in the poorer suburbs of Paris before
spreading more widely, leading to extensive destruction and the introduction
of emergency security powers. Having been criticized for his silence during
the riots, Chirac made his first formal speech on the subject as the distur-
bances subsided in mid-Nov. He confirmed that the government would extend
the state of emergency by 3 months, but also pledged to improve life in the
deprived suburbs. Acknowledging that the violence had highlighted a
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‘profound malaise’ in France, he spoke of the need to recognise ‘the diversity
of French society’. There was further unrest in spring 2006 as new govern-
ment proposals giving employers greater freedom to hire and fire young
people triggered weeks of street demonstrations and strikes across the coun-
try, ultimately leading to the scrapping of the legislation.

In Sept. 2005 Chirac spent a few days in hospital after what officials called
a vascular incident affecting his sight.

Later Life

On leaving office, Chirac was appointed a life-long member of the Constitu-
tional Council of France. He also established the Jacques Chirac Foundation
for Sustainable Development and Cultural Dialogue. Having lost his immu-
nity from investigation, Chirac was questioned by police in connection with
allegations that during his tenure as mayor of Paris the city authority was
paying salaries to individuals not working for the city. On 7 March 2011 he
was scheduled to stand trial on charges of embezzlement and breach of trust
but hearings were suspended the next day following a legal challenge. He was
the first current of former French head of state since the Second World War to
stand trial. On 15 Dec. 2011 the Paris court declared Chirac guilty and gave
him a 2-year suspended prison sentence for diverting public funds and
abusing public confidence. Despite reiterating his innocence, the former
French president announced that he would not seek appeal owing to ill health.

In Nov. 2009 the first volume of his memoirs was published to notable
success.

Introduction

One of the founding members of the Mozambique Liberation Front
(FRELIMO), Joaquim Chissano served as prime minister of the transitional
government that led the country to independence in 1975, and was
Mozambique’s second president from 1986-2005. He was credited with
transforming Mozambique from a war-torn state into one of Africa’s more
stable, modernising and democratic nations.

Early Life

Joaquim Alberto Chissano was born on 22 Oct. 1939 in the remote village of
Malehice, Gaza Province, in the Portuguese colony of Mozambique. He was
the first black student to enrol at the Liceu Salazar school in Lourenco Marque
(later the capital city, Maputo). Chissano joined the African Secondary School
Students’ Organization in Mozambique (NESAM), later becoming the group’s
leader. He went on to study medicine at the University of Lisbon in Portugal,
where he continued his involvement in politics. His opposition to Portuguese
colonialism brought him to the attention of the Portuguese secret police and he
was one of several students smuggled out of the country in June 1961.

While in France in 1961, Chissano, with the help of fellow activist
Eduardo Mondlane, formed and headed the National Union of Mozambican
Students (UNEMO). The following year other liberation groups united with
UNEMO to form FRELIMO, the Mozambique independence movement led
by Mondlane. Chissano fought with FRELIMO in the Mozambique War of
Independence, attaining the rank of major-general. Following the assassina-
tion of Mondlane in 1969, Chissano was appointed FRELIMO’s chief repre-
sentative in Tanzania and played a key role in reconciling the group’s hard-
line Marxists with its more moderate pragmatists.

He had a lead role in negotiating the 1974 Lusaka Agreement, which
paved the way for Mozambique’s independence on 25 June 1975. In Sept.
1974 he took office as prime minister of the transitional government. During
his sole year as premier, he nationalised the medical and legal systems as well
as agricultural estates, prompting many white professionals to leave the
country.

In June 1975 Chissano was appointed foreign minister under
Mozambique’s first independent president, Samora Machel. Seeking aid
from both capitalist and communist nations, the new government followed
a policy of political non-alignment, which allowed for good relations with
China, the USSR and many Western nations. Chissano continued to
strengthen Mozambique’s ties with the West and by 1984 the country had
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become the world’s largest recipient of US food aid. In Oct. 1986 Machel died
in an air crash and the following month Chissano succeeded him as national
president, head of FRELIMO and chief of the armed forces.

Career Peak

Chissano’s presidency coincided with a devastating civil war between
FRELIMO, the conservative Mozambique National Resistance (RENAMO)
and the national armed forces. At the same time, Chissano was faced with a
collapsing economy. He established an economic recovery programme,
devalued the currency and secured a major IMF loan. He continued to attract
foreign investment and negotiated debt reductions to alleviate the strain of
payments to international lenders. Although Mozambique remained one of
the world’s poorest countries, poverty levels fell during his tenure.

In Oct. 1992 Chissano and Afonso Dhlakama, RENAMO’s leader, signed
the Rome General Peace Accords to bring an end to the civil war. A UN
peacekeeping force oversaw a 2 year transition to democracy.

After the war Chissano implemented a shift from Marxist-Leninist ideol-
ogy to multiparty democracy and within 2 years had organised Mozambique’s
first multi-party elections. He became the country’s first democratically
elected president in 1994 and won a second term in 1999.

From July 2003—July 2004 he served as chairman of the African Union.
Refusing to cling to domestic power, his favoured successor, Armando
Guebuza, won the elections of 2004 and Chissano left office in Feb. 2005
with his reputation intact.

Later Life

After relinquishing power Chissano established the Joaquim Chissano Foun-
dation, a private, non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of peace,
economic development and Mozambican culture. He also led several inter-
national peace initiatives, serving as special envoy of the UN secretary
general to Guinea-Bissau, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Northern
Uganda and Southern Sudan.

In 2006 he was awarded the Chatham House Prize for his contribution to
improving international relations and the following year won the Mo Ibrahim
Foundation Prize for Achievement in African Leadership, an honour worth
US$5m. He sits on the board of several companies including the Harmony
Gold Mining Co., Teal Exploration & Mining inc. and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.

Introduction

Jean Chrétien served as prime minister from Nov. 1993 to Dec. 2003.

‘Jean Chrétien in youth is small, skinny, deaf in one ear, deformed at the
mouth, slightly dyslexic, poor of pocket and intellectually unadorned,” wrote
biographer Lawrence Martin in the Globe and Mail before the 1997 Canadian
election. However, from this inauspicious beginning, Jean Chrétien earned a
reputation as an incisive and shrewd administrator and a man of the people,
often receiving more public support than from his own party. He stepped
down to allow his closest rival and one-time finance minister Paul Martin
succeed him.

Early Life

Born on 11 Jan. 1934, the eighteenth of nineteen children in a working class
family in Shawinigan, Quebec, Joseph-Jacques-Jean Chrétien inherited a
passion for Liberal politics from his activist father and by the age of 15 was
distributing pamphlets and attending rallies for the party. After attending the
classical college in Trois-Rivieres, Chrétien studied law at Laval University
and, having married Aline Chainé with whom he had three children, he was
called to the bar in 1958.

By 1960 he was principal organizer for Jean Lesage, leader of the
provincial Liberal party, standing for his first term in the House of Commons
in 1963, representing the constituency of Saint-Maurice-Lafléche. He held
several jobs in successive administrations including parliamentary secretary
to the prime minister Lester Pearson in 1965, minister of state in 1967 and
minister of national revenue in 1968.

Chrétien, Jean (Canada)

After becoming minister of Indian affairs and northern development in
1968, one of his first tasks was to draft a policy paper on native issues. In 1972
he set up the Berger Commission to make recommendations on a proposed
pipeline in the Mackenzie River Valley and later was the leading force behind
the creation of ten new national parks. In 1977 he became the first French
Canadian to become minister of finance, overseeing the removal of the wage
and price controls that had been in effect since 1975.

As minister of justice and attorney general of Canada and minister for
state for social development in 1980, he was responsible for supporting the
‘no’ campaign in the Quebec referendum on sovereignty. Despite popular
support, in 1984 Chrétien narrowly lost to John Turner in a contest to succeed
Pierre Trudeau as leader of the Liberal Party. Instead he became deputy prime
minister and secretary of state for external affairs, before resigning his
Commons seat in 1986.

After 4 years as a counsel with law firm Lang Michener Lawrence and
Shaw, Chrétien returned to Parliament in 1990, defeating Paul Martin for the
leadership of the party. He set about rebuilding the divided and demoralized
Liberals and in Oct. 1993, with an electorate disillusioned by the Kim
Campbell’s governing Progressive Conservative Party, led the Liberals to a
landslide victory.

Career Peak

His popularity remained high despite narrowly avoiding defeat in the 1995
referendum on Quebecois independence. As the champion of maintaining
Canada’s integrity he was criticized for not defeating the secessionists with a
larger majority—>50.1% rejected independence for Quebec. To secure further
federal unity, Chrétien ensured the passage of the Clarity Act, that demands a
‘clear majority’ (considerably more than 50%) in support for Quebecois
independence before the recognition from the federal government.

His credentials as a supporter of the welfare state were challenged after
unpopular cuts in health and education transfer payments to the provinces.
Winning a slim majority (with 155 out of 295 seats) in his second election in
1997 on the back of a booming economy, Chrétien oversaw the near total
annihilation of the traditional Conservative opposition as a credible force. His
government’s ability to balance the budget gave Chrétien and his finance
minister, Paul Martin, long-lasting fiscal credibility. Early elections were held
in 2000, giving the Liberals an increased majority (a total of 170 seats), after
pledges to increase spending after a series of austerity budgets.

Chrétien established a reputation in the international arena by renewing
Canada’s commitment to humanitarian intervention and the UN peacekeep-
ing forces. His government made commitments to support development in
Africa through humanitarian assistance, economic programmes and conflict
management. In the aftermath of the 11 Sept. 2001 terrorist attacks on the US,
the government explored new methods of intelligence sharing with the US
authorities and agreed to cooperate on border control and immigration poli-
cies. Nevertheless, in Sept. 2002 Chrétien objected to unilateral US attacks on
Iraq and urged cooperation with the UN Security Council. His refusal to
support US President George W. Bush in the invasion of Iraq soured relations
with the Bush administration. Despite popular support in Canada for his anti-
war stance, Chrétien was criticized by the opposition for putting Canada’s
relationship with the USA in jeopardy.

Chrétien’s position within the Liberal Party was less secure than in the
country. His background and opinions were markedly different to the increas-
ingly liberal and affluent party membership. His chief rival, Paul Martin, was
popular as a successful businessman and for his record as finance minister.
When Martin was dismissed from the government for launching an unsuc-
cessful leadership challenge in June 2002, dissent within the party was halted
but only temporarily. In Aug. 2002 Chrétien announced that he would not
remain for another election, effectively paving the way for Martin to succeed
him as prime minister. Martin was elected with 94% of the party vote in Nov.
2003 and became prime minister on the 12 Dec. 2003.

Introduction

Perry Christie was elected prime minister in May 2012. He had previously
served as premier from 2002—07.
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Early Life

Perry Gladstone Christie was born in Nassau on 21 Aug. 1943. He was
schooled in New Providence before moving to the UK, where he graduated
from Birmingham University in 1969 and was called to the Bar at London’s
Inner Temple. He represented The Bahamas in the triple jump at the 1962
Central American and Caribbean Games.

Christie was appointed to the Bahamian Senate in Nov. 1974 by Prime
Minister Lynden Pindling. He became head of the national gaming board in
Jan. 1977 and in the same year successfully stood in the general election as the
Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) candidate for the Centreville constituency.
He was subsequently named minister of health and national insurance and
after the 1982 election took over the tourism portfolio. However, he left the
government 2 years later amid allegations that several of his party colleagues
had taken bribes. Reclaiming his parliamentary seat in 1987 as an indepen-
dent, he rejoined the PLP in March 1990 and was appointed minister for
agriculture, trade and industry.

At the general election of 1992 the PLP lost power for the first time since
independence, giving way to the Free National Movement. In Jan. 1993
Christie was elected PLP deputy leader. He succeeded Pindling as leader in
April 1997 and led the party to a landslide victory at the polls in May 2002.

In government the PLP was dogged by scandal, including the resignation
of the immigration minister, Shane Gibson, over charges that he expedited the
residency application of the actress and model Anna Nicole Smith. At
parliamentary elections on 4 May 2007 the PLP was defeated by the Free
National Movement but Christie remained at the head of the party. As leader
of the opposition he proposed a referendum on the inauguration of a national
lottery as a means of tackling mounting national debt.

He campaigned for the 2012 election on a platform of lowering the cost of
electricity, helping struggling homeowners and championing national health
insurance.

Career Peak

Sworn into office on 8 May 2012, Christie pledged to tackle unemployment
(which had risen to 15%), address the escalating crime rate, and diversify the
economy to reduce its dependency on tourism and the country’s status as an
offshore financial centre. He also appointed a constitutional commission to
advise on possible amendments to the constitution, which has remained
unchanged since the country gained independence in 1973.

In Jan. 2013 proposals to legalize gambling outside of casinos and to
create a national lottery were rejected in a referendum.

Christie left office in May 2017 after the defeat of the PLP in the
parliamentary elections. He was succeeded by Hubert Minnis.

Introduction

Dimitris Christofias became the European Union’s only communist head of
state when he was sworn in as president in Feb. 2008. Christofias, the leader
of the far-left Progressive Party of the Working People (AKEL), was elected
after two rounds of presidential elections. He vowed to pursue talks with the
‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’ (‘TRNC’. to find a solution to the
division of the island.

Early Life

Christofias was born on 29 Aug. 1946 in Kato Dikomo, Kyrenia province,
which is now under Turkish control. His father was a member of the
Pancyprian Federation of Labour (PEO), an umbrella organization of trade
unions in Cyprus with close ties to the AKEL. Christofias attended the
Nicosia Commercial Lyceum where he joined the Pancyprian United Student
Organization (PEOM) at the age of 14. In 1969 he became a member of
AKEL, PEO and the United Democratic Youth Organization (EDON;
AKEL’s youth wing). At the fifth congress of EDON held the same year, he
was elected to the central council. From 1969-74 Christofias studied at the
Institute of Social Sciences and the Academy of Social Sciences in Moscow,
where he graduated with a doctorate in history.

On his return to Cyprus in 1974, Christofias was elected to the post of
central organizing secretary of EDON. In 1976 he was elected member of the
Nicosia-Kyrenia district committee of AKEL and the following year became
general secretary of EDON. He was appointed to the AKEL central commit-
tee in 1982 and was elected a member of the political bureau in 1986. In 1987
he resigned as general secretary of EDON to take on his new post on the
secretariat of the AKEL central committee and in April 1988 was made
general secretary, a post he still holds.

In the 1991 parliamentary elections Christofias was voted into the House
of Representatives, winning re-election in 1996 and 2001. On 7 June 2001 he
became president of the House and retained the post in 2006. In his capacity
as AKEL general secretary and president of the House, Christofias was a
member of the national council, the advisory body to the president on the
‘Cyprus problem’.

Ahead of the 2008 presidential election Christofias campaigned on find-
ing a solution to reunite the divided island—despite backing the 2004 rejec-
tion of a UN reunification plan. In the first round of voting he came second
with 33.3% of the vote, displacing the incumbent Tassos Papadopoulos of
DIKO (Democratic Party). In the second round he received the support of
DIKO and defeated right-winger Ioannis Kasoulidis, obtaining 53.4%.

Career Peak

Despite widespread reservations about his communist background,
Christofias promised to preserve the country’s market economy. He also
quickly kick-started talks with Northern Cyprus, meeting Turkish Cypriot
leader Mehmet Ali Talat in March 2008. Agreement was reached on
reopening a key crossing in the divided capital, Nicosia, and they declared
their intention to relaunch formal reunification talks. Meeting again in May,
they acknowledged their differences but reaffirmed their commitment to ‘a
bi-zonal, bi-communal federation with political equality’. Following a further
review in July, Christofias and Talat met again in Nicosia in Sept. to begin
direct intensive negotiations.

Substantive progress was nevertheless slow, reflecting the underlying
fragility of the peace process and the complexity of the issues of contention,
such as governance and power-sharing, territorial adjustment, property own-
ership and security guarantees. In addition, parliamentary and presidential
elections in the “TRNC’. in April 2009 and April 2010 respectively, were won
by the right-wing nationalist National Unity Party and its hardline leader
Dervis Eroglu, casting doubts on the prospects for further progress towards a
reunification settlement.

Parliamentary elections for the House of Representatives in May 2011,
which resulted in a narrow victory for the right-wing opposition DISI party,
reduced Christofias’ room for manoeuvre in negotiations. His political posi-
tion was further undermined in Aug. when DIKO withdrew from the coalition
government. At the same time, the already strained public finances came
under increasing pressure in July following a munitions blast that knocked out
the country’s main power station, and in the same month Cyprus’ interna-
tional credit rating was downgraded.

The impasse in communal negotiations persisted in 2012. In April the UN
acknowledged that progress to date was insufficient to warrant holding an
international conference to finalize a durable settlement. Moreover, the pros-
pects for any further political advance were complicated by the Cypriot
assumption of the rotating presidency of the European Union from July and
by Greek Cypriot presidential elections scheduled for Feb. 2013. In Nov.
2012 the Cypriot government agreed a financial bailout with the EU and
International Monetary Fund in support of the flagging economy.

Christofias did not seek re-election at the presidential elections held in
Feb. 2013.

Introduction

Winston Churchill, politician, writer and orator, served two terms as British
prime minister. His first term, 1940-45, was as head of the coalition govern-
ment during World War II. During this testing time he was to display
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considerable personal skills and qualities that played a significant role in
uniting the British people for the duration of the war and which were essential
to Allied victory. His second term of office was between 1951 and 1955 as
head of a Conservative administration. His contributions during World War IT
established him as one of the most highly regarded figures of British history.

Early Life

Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born on 30 Nov. 1874 at Blenheim
Palace in Oxfordshire to Lord Randolph Churchill (descendant of the 1st
Duke of Marlborough) and Jennie Jerome, who came from a wealthy Amer-
ican background. Winston was schooled at Harrow but was a lonely boy who
failed to shine. After two unsuccessful applications, he was accepted into the
Royal Military College at Sandhurst and in the late 1890s he saw active
service in Cuba, India and South Africa. He also wrote dispatches from these
areas for various newspapers. In 1899 he resigned his commission and
returned to England to pursue his interests in writing and politics.

He became Conservative MP for Oldham in 1900 at the second attempt
and, despite a speech impediment, began to make a name for himself as a
talented speech-maker, though he was less successful as a debater. Unhappy
at Conservative proposals for tariff reform, he defected to the Liberals in
1904. A close ally of future prime minister David Lloyd George, he was
appointed President of the Board of Trade in 1908, the same year he married
Clementine Hozier and won a seat in Dundee. In response to the House of
Lords refusal of the budget in 1909, Churchill clashed with the upper house
and, allied with his social reforms such as the introduction of labour
exchanges, he became something of a working class hero for a short while.
He was appointed Home Secretary in 1910 and First Lord of the Admiralty in
1911, where he began building up naval forces in response to German
competition for dominance at sea.

World War I did not come as a surprise to him, but his involvement in the
ill-fated Dardanelles and later Gallipoli campaigns led to his demotion under
the coalition government of Herbert Asquith. In Nov. 1915 Churchill resigned
from the government and saw active service in France before returning as an
independent MP in June 1916. In July 1917 he was made minister for
munitions, a largely administrative role, but returned to frontline government
in Jan. 1919 when he was made Secretary of State for War. He moved to the
Colonial Office in 1921 and in 1922, in the face of renewed Turkish aggres-
sion in the Dardanelles, he encouraged a firm response. However, he mis-
judged the mood of a war-weary public and, as the coalition crumbled,
Churchill’s reputation took a further knock.

He lost his seat at the 1922 elections but, after two unsuccessful cam-
paigns elsewhere, he took Epping in Nov. 1924 as a ‘Constitutionalist’.
Stanley Baldwin, the Conservative prime minister, offered him the post of
Chancellor, but his reintroduction of the gold standard led to an economic
crisis and his handling of the 1926 general strike affected his popularity still
further. He resigned from the cabinet in 1929 and was out of office for
10 years. Baldwin and Chamberlain both regarded him as too dangerous a
maverick to include in government, a belief not unsupported by his
championing of Edward VIII during the 1936 abdication crisis. He spent
much of the decade writing, but he was also vociferous in his opposition to
Nazi Germany and the policy of appeasement, even as Chamberlain was
guaranteeing ‘peace in our time’. When Britain declared war with Germany
on 3 Sept. 1939 Churchill was again appointed First Lord of the Admiralty.

Career Peak

Chamberlain resigned following the German invasion of Norway in 1940,
and despite high profile opposition from the Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax,
Churchill emerged as the choice to head an all-party coalition. Backed by a
remarkably united cabinet and parliament, he determined to defeat Hitler at
virtually any cost. To this end he maintained good relations with the US,
whose involvement he realized would be essential to eventual victory.
Throughout crisis after crisis (the Dunkirk evacuations, the fall of France,
the Battle of Britain) Churchill’s mastery of oratory and his unique leadership
skills ensured that the war effort did not falter.

Though profoundly critical of Communism, the invasion of the USSR in
1941 led Churchill to seek out an alliance with Stalin, which was achieved in
May 1942. A pact was also struck with American President Franklin
D. Roosevelt following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the ‘grand
alliance’ of the USA, USSR and UK came into being. The fortunes of the war
continued to fluctuate. Germany secured North Africa in 1942 and took the
war into Russia in 1943, but by the time of the allied D-Day landings in June
1944 the Soviet forces were also advancing and victory was in sight.

Ciampi, Carlo Azeglio (ltaly)

Relations had not always been easy with Roosevelt and Stalin and when the
three leaders met at Yalta in 1945 to discuss the final stages of the war and the
post-war zones of occupation, Churchill was aware of the problems that lay
ahead. But he could do little to prevent the threat of Soviet expansion.
Germany surrendered on 8 May 1945 and the war finished with Japan’s
surrender on 2 Sept.

Churchill lost the general election of July 1945 to the Labour party, who
had captured the public mood with promises of social reform. In Oct. 1951
Churchill was re-elected Prime Minister. His second premiership was more
concerned with foreign than with domestic issues. He approved the construc-
tion of a British atom bomb but before this could come to fruition he resigned
as prime minister on 5 April 1955. Having rejected a peerage, he remained an
MP until 1964.

Later Life

Churchill was made a Knight of the Garter in 1953 and also received the
Nobel Prize for Literature. As a writer and historian, Churchill was respon-
sible for many works including the monumental 7he Second World War and A
History of the English Speaking Peoples. In 1963 he was given honorary
American citizenship. He died in London on 24 Jan. 1965 and was honoured
with a full state funeral. Churchill’s skills and versatility led to a long and
varied career that was not always harmonious and error-free. However, at the
time of World War II, when the need for a strong, competent and charismatic
leader was at its strongest, he proved himself unrivalled. At a memorial
service on 29 Jan. 1965, American statesman Adlai Stevenson paid tribute
to ‘the voice that led nations, raised armies, inspired victories and blew fresh
courage into the hearts of men’.

Introduction

With no party affiliation, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi was brought into politics from
his position as bank governor of the Bank of Italy, where he had worked for
47 years, to be prime minister of a caretaker government in 1993-94, a time of
corruption scandals in Italy. He brought public expenditure under control and
advanced the privatization of state assets. From 1996-99 he served as treasury
minister, overseeing Italy’s success in meeting the economic criteria for
membership of the single European currency. In May 1999 he was elected
president of the Italian Republic. His term ended on 15 May 2005.

Early Life

Ciampi was born in Livorno on 9 Dec. 1920. He obtained an arts degree and
diploma before serving in the Italian army (and winning the Military Cross) in
the Second World War. After the war he changed academic direction to study
law, graduating from the University of Pisa in 1946. That year he joined the
Bank of Italy and worked in a number of branch offices with administrative
and supervisory functions. In 1960 he moved to the research department, of
which he became director in 1970. Thereafter, Ciampi progressed to
secretary-general of the Bank in 1973, deputy director-general in 1976,
director-general in 1978, and then, in Oct. 1979, to Bank governor, a post
he retained until 1993. He also served as chairman from 1979 of the Ufficio
Italiano dei Cambi.

Career Peak

Ciampi agreed to be prime minister for 1 year from April 1993, overseeing a
time of political and economic turbulence in Italy. In order to meet the
economic criteria for economic and monetary union set out in the 1992
Maastricht treaty, his government pursued a vigorous programme of privat-
ization. From 1994 he served as vice-president of the Bank for International
Settlements, before returning to government as treasury minister in Romani
Prodi’s centre-left coalition following elections in April 1996. Widely
respected in international banking circles, Ciampi was responsible for
restructuring the public finances and enabling Italy to qualify for membership
of the single European currency. When Massimo D’ Alema replaced Prodi as
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prime minister in Oct. 1998, Ciampi was asked to continue in office. He was
elected president in May 1999, securing over two-thirds of the electoral
college votes in the first ballot. He advocated the need for Italy to move to a
bipolar system of government, with stable majorities, and institutional and
structural reforms to improve the performance of the Italian economy.

In May 2006 attempts were made by parliament to persuade Ciampi to
stand for a second term as president. These were rejected by Ciampi and he
tendered his resignation on 3 May. He was succeeded by Giorgio Napolitano
on 15 May 2006.

Later Life
Ciampi died aged 95 in Sept. 2016.

Introduction

Dacian Ciolos became prime minister on 17 Nov. 2015. A former European
Union commissioner, he was appointed after his predecessor, Victor Ponta,
resigned in the wake of protests over the circumstances of a nightclub fire that
left 63 dead. Ciolos, a political independent who specializes in agriculture,
leads a technocrat government tasked with restoring public confidence in the
state.

Early Life

Dacian Ciolos was born on 27 July 1969 in Zalau, in the northwest of
Romania, and graduated in horticultural engineering from the University of
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Cluj-Napoca. He undertook
postgraduate studies in France at the FEcole Nationale Supérieure
Agronomique in Rennes and later at the University of Montpellier, where
he gained a doctorate.

Before entering politics, Ciolos worked as a consultant on several rural
development projects as Romania transitioned to a market economy. In 2002
he was tasked with managing an agricultural programme designed by the
European Commission to assist countries preparing to join the EU. In Jan.
2005 he was made an adviser to Romania’s agriculture minister, and also
served as the country’s spokesman on the EU Council’s special committee on
agriculture. He was appointed minister of agriculture in Oct. 2007, after
Decebal Traian Remes resigned over a corruption scandal, serving in the
post until the parliamentary elections of Dec. 2008.

In Feb. 2010 Ciolos was approved as the commissioner for agriculture
under European Commission president José Manuel Barroso. In the course of
his 4 year term he led a major reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, as
well as negotiating a series of international trade agreements on behalf of the
EU. In July 2015 he was named special adviser on food security to the new
European Commission president, Jean-Claude Juncker.

The high death toll resulting from a fire at a Bucharest nightclub on
30 Oct. 2015 prompted thousands of people throughout Romania to protest
against civic corruption. Prime Minister Victor Ponta, who was under inves-
tigation at the time for alleged corruption, was forced to step down. With
public opinion ranged against the political classes, President Klaus Iohannis
appointed Ciolos as his successor.

Career Peak

Although a political independent, Ciolos was often been aligned with the
centre-right European People’s Party, which first nominated him for a job at
the European Commission. His appointment as prime minister was supported
by both the ruling Social Democrats and opposition conservative parties, and
his cabinet won parliamentary approval by 389 votes to 115 on 16 Nov. 2015.

Ciolos led a cabinet of 21 technocrats, which included experts on the EU
and leaders from the private sector. He was charged with restoring public
confidence in the government by implementing institutional reform and
measures against corruption.

Following parliamentary elections in Dec. 2016 in which the Social
Democratic Party won a convincing victory Ciolos was succeeded as prime
minister by Sorin Grindeanu.
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Introduction

Formerly a university lecturer and the country’s second successive female
premier, Clark was elected leader of the centre-left Labour Party in Dec. 1993
and came to power as prime minister following the Nov. 1999 election. She
won another two terms before Labour lost the general election of Nov. 2008 to
the National Party.

Early Life

Born into a farming family in Hamilton on 26 Feb. 1950, Clark was educated
at secondary level in Auckland before reading politics at the University of
Auckland. Between 197375, while a junior lecturer at the university, she was
also president of the Labour Party’s Youth Council, and served on the
Auckland Labour Regional Council. In 1975 she unsuccessfully contested
the safe National Party seat of Piako, and in 1976 represented Labour at an
international socialist congress. Clark returned to the University of Auckland
to lecture in political studies from 1977-81, during which time she was
secretary of the Labour Women’s Council (1977). She joined the party’s
Executive in 1978 and became an MP at Labour’s 1981 election victory.

In 1985 Clark represented New Zealand at the United Nations conference
in Nairobi marking the close of the Decade for Women. As chair of the foreign
affairs and defence select committee between 1984-87, and of 1984s ad hoc
disarmament and arms control select committee, her promotion of interna-
tional nuclear disarmament earned her the Danish Peace Foundation’s 1986
peace prize. During this parliamentary term, Labour introduced ‘nuclear free’
legislation.

Following the party’s re-election in 1987, Clark was appointed to the
cabinet, initially as conservation minister (Aug. 1987-Jan. 1989) and housing
minister (Aug. 1987-Aug. 1989), and then as health minister (Jan. 1989—Oct.
1990) and labour minister (Aug. 1989-Oct. 1990). Her responsibilities during
this period included chairing the cabinet’s social equity committee, and
membership of its economic development and employment committee. As
health minister, Clark promoted tobacco control legislation.

Aug. 1989 marked her appointment as deputy prime minister, and the
following year she joined the Privy Council; she was the first New Zealand
woman to hold these positions. Labour’s defeat in the 1990 election placed
Clark as deputy leader of the opposition. Until replacing Mike Moore as
opposition leader on 1 Dec. 1993 she was additionally Labour’s spokesperson
for health and labour, and sat on the social services and labour select
committees.

Career Peak

Clark was elected prime minister on 27 Nov. 1999, when Labour, in partner-
ship with the Alliance Party and supported by the Green Party, won 39% of
the vote. She also became minister for arts, culture and heritage, and assumed
the ministerial services and security intelligence service portfolios. Advocat-
ing a democratic socialist ‘third way’. her key policies included the allocation
of NZ$142m. to the arts over a 4 year period; the Employment Relations Act
2000 (intended to foster ‘good faith’ employment); a 5 year NZ$187m.
biodiversity conservation strategy; the establishment of an industrial appren-
ticeship scheme; financial support for Maori land claims; and the implemen-
tation in 2001 of a Disability Strategy and Positive Aging Strategy.

In 2002 Clark won a second term in office and formed a centre-left
government with the Progressive Party. Then, at the following parliamentary
elections in Sept. 2005, Labour was again returned to power, but by a narrow
margin against a resurgent National Party under Don Brash’s leadership.
Clark formed a new minority coalition with the Progressive Party, with
conditional support from the centrist United Future New Zealand, the populist
New Zealand First Party and the Green Party.

In mid-2006 her government authorized the deployment of New Zealand
troops in an intervention force to Timor-Leste to quell violent unrest. In Oct.
2007 police carried out anti-terrorist raids in North Island, citing a threat to
public safety from Maori activists and a more specific threat to the prime
minister.

At the general election of Nov. 2008 John Key replaced Clark as prime
minister, having led the National Party to victory.
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Later Life

In April 2009 Clark was appointed Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme, the first woman to hold the post. She also became
Chair of the UN Development Group. In Feb. 2010 she was awarded the
Order of New Zealand, the country’s highest honour.

Introduction

Charles Joseph Clark was prime minister of Canada from June 1979 to March
1980, the youngest ever to hold the post. Clark headed a minority Progressive
Conservative government for 6 months before his government fell on a
budget question and in the general elections that followed was defeated by
Pierre Trudeau’s Liberals.

Early Life

Born in High River, Alberta on 5 June 1939, Charles Joseph Clark was the son
of a newspaper owner and editor. Raised and educated in Alberta, where he
obtained degrees in history and political science before studying law at
Dalhousie University, Clark worked as a journalist from 1964—66 before first
becoming involved in mainstream politics as director of Peter Lougheed’s
campaign to become premier in Alberta and then as executive assistant to
Robert L. Stanfield, the leader of the opposition in Ottawa from 1967-70.

Clark acquired a reputation as an expert political tactician and entered
parliament as a Progressive Conservative MP for Rocky Mountain Riding
in 1972.

He became party leader in 1976, beating political heavyweights such as
Claude Wagner and Flora MacDonald, and set about reuniting the badly split
party. Having overhauled the fundraising structure and introduced executive
caucus meetings to concentrate attacks on government policy, Clark set about
challenging the charismatic Pierre Trudeau’s premiership.

Despite being lampooned in sections of the media as awkward and inept,
Clark went on to defeat Trudeau at the May 1979 general election. Having
won significant numbers of seats in Ontario and Western Canada, the Con-
servatives fell only six seats short of an overall majority, proceeding to govern
as a minority.

Career Peak

Clark’s period in office proved unpopular with a stringent budget of program
cuts and tax increases fostering little parliamentary support outside the party,
forcing a general election in Feb. 1980, which returned Trudeau’s Liberals to
power with a majority government. Clark’s 272 day government turned out to
be the shortest of any elected administration in Canada’s history.

Clark remained as Conservative leader until 1983, when he was defeated
at a leadership selection meeting by Brian Mulroney. Clark was re-elected as
head of the Progressive Conservative party in 1998, the first Canadian leader
to be directly elected by the grassroots members of a federal Party.

As one of'the first leaders to recognize that Canada had to be prepared for
the interdependent, global economy of the future, Joe Clark helped to initiate
both the Canada-US Free Trade Agreement and the launch of the Uruguay
Round/GATT negotiations. His other achievements as Minister of External
Affairs included a new Asia-Pacific focus to foreign policy, a larger role for
public input into the development of foreign policy, and Canada’s entry into
the Organisation of American States and La Francophonie, as well as the
Canadian Freedom on Information Act, drafted when Clark was prime min-
ister and kept by the incoming Liberal government.

Later Life

Despite the defeat, Clark continued to maintain a high profile political life
with his reputation for integrity and competence enabling him to successfully
hold the post of foreign minister from 1984-91 and Minister for Constitu-
tional Affairs from 1991-93.

After 5 years out of politics, Joe Clark returned as leader of the Progres-
sive Conservatives in Nov. 1998, returning to the House of Commons in Sept.
2000 after winning a by-election in the riding of Kings-Hants in Nova Scotia.

Clark, Joe (Canada)

He was re-elected again 2 months later in the general federal election as the
Member of Parliament for the riding of Calgary Centre in Alberta.

Introduction

Nick Clegg succeeded Sir Menzies Campbell as leader of the Liberal Demo-
crats in Dec. 2007. Clegg had served as an MEP for 5 years and as an MP for
two, and was widely seen as representing a new generation. He identified his
priorities as defending civil liberties, democratizing public services and
safeguarding the environment. In the 2010 general election Clegg’s public
profile was raised in a series of televised leader debates in which he was
credited with outperforming his rival candidates at times but this success failed
to translate into increased parliamentary representation. With the absence of a
majority for any of the parties, Clegg entered coalition negotiations with the
Conservatives and on 11 May a joint government was announced with David
Cameron as prime minister and Clegg as deputy prime minister.

Early Life

Nicholas William Peter Clegg was born on 7 Jan. 1967 in Chalfont St. Giles,
Buckinghamshire, to a Dutch mother and half-Russian father. Brought up
bilingually in Dutch and English, he attended Westminster School in London
and from 1986-89 studied archaeology and anthropology at Robinson Col-
lege, Cambridge University. After studying political philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 1989, he worked as an intern on The Nation magazine
in New York. Clegg then moved to Brussels as an intern in the G24
Co-ordination Unit, administering aid to the countries of the former USSR.
He obtained an MA in European Affairs from the College of Europe, Bruges
in 1992.

After a brief period in journalism, Clegg worked for the European Com-
mission from 1994-96, where he was again involved in developing aid
projects to former Soviet Bloc countries. In 1996 he became policy adviser
to EC vice president and trade commissioner Sir Leon Brittan and was closely
involved in EC negotiations over Chinese and Russian accession to the World
Trade Organization.

In 1999 Clegg was elected Liberal Democrat MEP for the East Midlands
constituency. He served till 2004, gaining a reputation as a supporter of
devolution and market liberalism within the EU. He was appointed trade
and industry spokesman for the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for
Europe, co-founded a campaign for parliamentary reform, and was active in
promoting legislation to open telephone networks to competition.

In May 2005 he was elected Liberal Democrat MP for Sheffield Hallam
and was appointed spokesperson on Europe. Following Charles Kennedy’s
resignation in Jan. 2006, Clegg supported Menzies Campbell’s successful
leadership bid and was made home affairs spokesperson. He led the Liberal
Democrats’ campaign against compulsory identity cards and argued for
decentralizing reform of the criminal justice system. In Oct. 2007 Campbell
resigned the party leadership and on 18 Dec. 2007 Clegg was elected to
succeed him, narrowly defeating rival Chris Huhne.

Career Peak

In March 2008 Clegg survived an early rebellion when 13 of his MPs defied
his order to abstain on a Conservative proposal to force a referendum on the
EU Lisbon Treaty. In June 2008 he led his party’s campaign against the
extension to 42 days of the UK limit of pre-charge detention for suspected
terrorists. At the general election of May 2010 Clegg campaigned to raise the
initial income tax threshold to £10,000 and introduce an electoral system
based on proportional representation, as well as scrapping the Trident missile
defence system. During the televised leader debates, his performances were
widely acclaimed and opinion polls showed an increase in Liberal Democrat
support. However, the party came third in the polls with 23.0% of the vote and
lost five seats, bringing their total down to 57. Despite their poor electoral
performance, the Liberal Democrats were instrumental in establishing a new
government when coalition talks began in the absence of any party gaining a
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majority. Clegg was courted by both the Conservatives and the Labour Party
but eventually agreed a deal with David Cameron to form a joint government.
He was appointed deputy prime minister and four other Liberal Democrats
were allocated ministerial posts in the cabinet.

Within the coalition Clegg pushed for electoral reform but in the nation-
wide referendum on the voting system in May 2011 Britain rejected the
Alternative Vote system. On the same day the Liberal Democrats suffered
heavy defeats in English local elections and the Scottish parliamentary
election. The coalition was put under strain in Dec. 2011 when Clegg
criticized Cameron’s decision to veto EU treaty changes. The government’s
controversial policies to tackle the UK’s deficit contributed to further defeats
for the Liberal Democrats in the May 2012 local elections.

The Liberal Democrats lost ten of 11 seats at the 2014 European Parlia-
ment elections, prompting sections of Clegg’s party to call for his resignation.
However, Clegg promised to continue in his position as leader.

Following the Liberal Democrats’ crushing defeat at the 2015 general
election, Clegg stepped down as party leader.

Introduction

Clerides has been the dominant figure in Cypriot politics since the country
gained independence in 1960. A member of the House of Representatives
from 1960-76 and from 1981-93, he was elected president of the Republic in
Feb. 1993 (having assumed that role briefly in an acting capacity from
July—Dec. 1974 during Archbishop Makarios’ exile). He was also the founder
and leader of the Democratic Rally, the main party in government from
1985-2001. Clerides was a staunch supporter of the UN formula for reuniting
Cyprus as a bizonal and bicommunal federation and of Cyprus’ application
for membership of the European Union (EU). He was defeated in presidential
elections in Feb. 2003, shortly before Cyprus was due to give its verdict on
UN proposals for reunification.

Early Life

Born in Nicosia on 24 April 1919, Clerides was the son of an eminent Cypriot
barrister. After his formal education at the Pancyprian Gymnasium, Nicosia,
and in the UK, he volunteered for the British Royal Air Force in 1939. Shot
down over Germany in 1942 during a bombing raid on Hamburg, he was
captured and, despite several escape attempts, remained a prisoner until the
end of the war. Having returned to the UK to study law at the University of
London’s King’s College, he was awarded an LLB degree in 1948. Called
to the Bar at Gray’s Inn in 1951, he practiced law in Cyprus until 1960.
He often represented Cypriots before the British colonial courts and was
also responsible for drawing up documentation about alleged British breaches
of human rights.

In 1959-60 he was a pivotal Greek Cypriot figure in the Zurich and
London negotiations leading to independence and the adoption of a new
power-sharing constitution. In the transitional period to independence he
also served as minister of justice. Clerides backed Archbishop Makarios in
1959 for the presidency (despite his own father’s proposed candidacy). In
July 1960, representing the Patriotic Front for the Nicosia District, he was
elected to the House of Representatives, which in turn elected him as its
president the following month (a post he held until July 1976).

From 1968 Clerides represented the Greek Cypriot community in the
UN-sponsored intercommunal talks with the Turkish Cypriots. However, pol-
icy differences with Archbishop Makarios led to his resignation in 1976, when
he launched a new right-wing political party, the Democratic Rally Party
(DISY). Under his leadership DISY was the largest parliamentary party by
1985. Clerides stood unsuccessfully in the next two presidential elections. In
1983 he was defeated in the first round (with 34% of the vote) by the incumbent
President Kyprianou; and in 1988 he lost in the second round, winning 48.4%
of the vote, against the independent candidate George Vassiliou.

Career Peak

Clerides defeated Vassiliou in the second round of voting in the Feb. 1993
presidential election. His victory (with 50.3% of the vote) was attributed
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partly to the transfer of support from other parties opposed to a 1992 UN
proposal for making Cyprus a federal state. Despite campaigning for
reunification, Clerides distanced himself from the UN plan. After the election,
the UN-sponsored negotiations with Turkish Cypriots to implement
confidence-building measures resumed but failed to produce any positive
results. Having been narrowly re-elected in the presidential run-off in Feb.
1998 (this time with 50.8% of the vote) Clerides formed an all-party national
government to begin accession talks with the EU, describing membership as
‘a catalyst for better or worse’ in terms of ending the island’s divisions. In
1998, responding to international pressure, Clerides agreed to shelve a con-
troversial plan to deploy Russian anti-aircraft missiles.

In a potential diplomatic breakthrough, Clerides and the Turkish Cypriot
leader, Rauf Denktas, met face to face for the first time in 4 years in Jan. 2002,
agreeing to continuing negotiations. The UN proposed a plan under which
Cyprus would be run as a ‘common’ state with two ‘component’ states, along
the lines of Switzerland and its cantons. Although resolutely opposed it,
Clerides gave it a more favourable response. However in the presidential
elections of Feb. 2003, Clerides lost to Tassos Papadopoulos of the Demo-
cratic Party after one round of voting. Papadopoulos took over negotiations
with Denktas and the UN but failed to reach an agreement by the 10 March
deadline. He died at the age of 94 on 15 Nov. 2013.

Introduction

The 42nd president of the United States, William Jefferson Clinton served for
two terms from 1993-2001. Only the second president to be impeached,
Clinton was charged with obstruction of justice and perjury over his
attempted concealment of an extra-marital affair with White House intern
Monica Lewinsky. He was acquitted by the senate in 1999. Despite media
fixation with his private life, Clinton oversaw a period of economic prosper-
ity, helped expand the concept of free trade and helped broker several peace
agreements in Europe and the Middle East.

Early Life

Born William Jefferson Blythe IV on 19 Aug. 1946 in Hope, Arkansas,
Clinton’s father died in a car accident before his son’s birth. His mother
Virginia Dell Blythe remarried to Roger Clinton, who she would later divorce
and then remarry. Clinton studied international affairs at Georgetown Uni-
versity, graduating in 1968, and worked as an intern for Senator William
Fulbright of Arkansas. Clinton was firmly opposed to the Vietnam War and
was able to defer being drafted after he won a Rhodes scholarship to study at
Oxford University in England. After returning to the United States Clinton
enrolled at Yale Law School. He graduated in 1973 and became a teacher at
the University of Arkansas School of Law for the next 3 years. In 1975
Clinton married Hillary Rodham, a law student he had met at Yale.

Clinton failed in a bid to be elected to the House of Representatives in
1974 and campaigned for Democratic presidential hopefuls George McGov-
e (1972) and James E. Carter (1976). In 1976 he was elected attorney
general of Arkansas. Two years later he became the United States’ youngest
governor after a successful campaign in Arkansas. However his policies
(which included raising car tax) and abrasive style did not prove popular
and he failed in his bid for re-election in 1980. The same year his wife gave
birth to the couple’s only child, Chelsea.

In 1982, Clinton regained the governor’s office and would go on to serve a
total of five successive terms in office. As governor Clinton helped raise the
standard of education in Arkansas and by 1992 the state had the highest high
school graduation rate of any southern state. He also oversaw a 61% increase
in state income and several welfare reforms including job creation and
training programmes and the introduction of school-based health clinics. In
1990, Clinton was elected chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council
and began planning a bid for the presidency.

Clinton announced his candidacy for the White House towards the end of
1991 and was seen as the party’s frontrunner. His campaign was nearly ruined
by claims of marital infidelity made before the New Hampshire primary, but a
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television interview rallied Clinton’s support, earning him the sobriquet the
‘comeback kid’. He secured the Democratic nomination in June 1992 at the
national party convention in New York City and selected Al Gore of Tennes-
see as his running mate.

Clinton fought an inspired and energetic campaign against incumbent
president George H. W. Bush. Despite accusations of draft-dodging, further
speculation about his private life and allegations of financial impropriety,
Clinton defeated Bush and independent candidate Ross Perot, securing 43%
of the popular vote and 370 electoral college votes to Bush’s 168.

Career Peak

On his inauguration, Clinton inherited a Democrat-controlled Congress but
found legislative success hard to come by in his first 2 years in office. His
campaign promise to end discrimination against homosexuals in the military
was opposed by Congress and criticised by prominent conservatives.
A compromise policy was introduced which seemed to satisfy neither party.
Clinton’s proposed system of universal health insurance and a campaign
finance reform initiative were also thwarted.

Economically Clinton enjoyed more success, securing the passage of the
North American Free Trade Agreement, which created a free-trade zone
between the United States, Canada and Mexico. In his first term Clinton cut
the United States budget deficit by 50% and initiated important anti-crime
measures, as well as the Family and Medical Leave Act. The Clinton
administration was praised for promoting women and members of the
ethnic minorities to important posts in his administration, including, in his
second term, the appointment of Madeleine Albright as the first-ever female
secretary of state.

In foreign affairs, Clinton enjoyed some notable successes. In 1993 he
played host to Palestinian Liberation Organisation chairman Yasser Arafat
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at the White House when they
signed an accord granting a measure of Palestinian self-rule in Jericho and
the Gaza Strip. Clinton sent peacekeeping troops to Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Haiti. In 1995 the presidents of Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina
signed a peace pact at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.
Clinton normalised relations with Vietnam, ending a trade embargo against
the Asian state, and improved relations and trade links with China after
meeting President Jiang Zemin in New York in 1995. Clinton maintained
the hard-line stance against Iraq formulated by his predecessor, sending forces
to protect Kuwait in 1994. Two years later he ordered air strikes on Baghdad
after Iraqi forces attacked the Kurdish city of Irbil.

In 1994 the Republicans gained control of both houses of Congress. The
House of Representatives, led by Newt Gingrich, adopted a confrontational
stance towards the Clinton presidency. A year later a congressional investi-
gation began into the land deals made by the president and his wife in
Arkansas in the 1980s in what became known as the “Whitewater affair’.
Nevertheless, continued economic growth served to galvanise support for the
president and he was re-elected in 1996 after defeating Republican opponent
Bob Dole by 379 electoral college votes to 159.

In his second term Clinton took advantage of the favourable economic
climate to secure congressional approval for a tax cut, the first in the United
States since 1981, and other measures intended to reduce the country’s budget
deficit. At the same time Clinton introduced a welfare reform bill, negotiated
an increase in the minimum wage and oversaw a 30-year low in national
unemployment figures. In 1998 the United States had a federal budget surplus
of $70 bn., the first surplus since 1969.

Clinton continued to play an active role in foreign affairs during his
second term in office. In 1996 and 1998 he ordered air strikes against Iraq
for contravening the terms of the treaty that had ended the Persian Gulf
War and for failing to cooperate with United Nations” weapons inspectors.
Clinton authorised the firing of cruise missiles at targets in Sudan and
Afghanistan in 1998 in response to intelligence reports linking the bombing
of U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya to a terrorist network controlled by
Osama bin Laden. The president took an active interest in trying to bring
peace to Northern Ireland, with American mediators helping broker the Good
Friday agreement in 1998. In 1999, a Clinton-led NATO began a campaign of
air strikes against Yugoslavia when the country’s leaders refused to end a
campaign of violence against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. The air strikes
ended when Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic agreed to withdraw his
forces from Kosovo and allow an international peacekeeping force to be
established there.

Despite his foreign policy and domestic economic successes Clinton’s
second term in office was overshadowed by revelations about his private life.

Collor, Fernando (Brazil)

In 1998 he settled a 4-year long sexual harassment case brought against him
by paying Arkansas State employee Paula Jones $850,000. Meanwhile from
Jan. 1998 the Whitewater investigations expanded to focus on Clinton’s
alleged extramarital relationship with White House intern Monica Lewinsky.
Clinton denied the accusation under oath but by Aug. the emergence of
further evidence forced him to admit an ‘inappropriate relationship’. This
admission left Clinton open to charges of perjury and on 9 Sept. independent
counsel Kenneth Starr delivered a report to the House of Representatives that
led the House Judiciary Committee to begin impeachment proceedings
against him. The Democrats proposed a motion censuring the president but
on 19 Dec. Clinton was impeached for perjury and obstruction of justice. He
was only the second US president ever to be impeached. On 6 Feb. the senate
trial ended when neither motion gained a simple majority. In 2000 indepen-
dent counsel Robert Ray closed the 6-year Whitewater affair by clearing
Clinton and his wife of any criminal wrongdoing.

Clinton’s final year in office was spent battling with the Republicans in
Congress over health and gun control issues. Congress and the president did
come together to normalise trade relations with China. Clinton supported his
vice-president Al Gore’s presidential campaign, only to see him defeated by
George W. Bush.

Later Life

After leaving office, Clinton continued to travel widely giving talks and
lectures and signed a publishing deal with Alfred A. Knopf, reportedly
worth over $10 m., for his memoirs. He became increasingly active in
philanthropy, setting up the William J. Clinton Foundation to tackle issues
such as AIDS, poverty and childhood obesity. Between 2005 and 2007 he
served as UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery and worked with fellow
former president George Bush Sr to establish a fund for the victims and for
those of Hurricane Katrina. Clinton’s reputation was dented by his perceived
role in the failed campaign of his wife, Hillary, to gain the Democratic
nomination for the presidential election in 2008. His state of health was
cause for concern after he needed an emergency heart operation in Feb.
2010 having previously undergone a quadruple heart bypass in 2004.

Introduction

Fernando Affonso Collor de Mello was president of Brazil from 1990 to
1992. He pursued a modernising programme but rising inflation and charges
of corruption forced his resignation.

Early Life

Born in 1949, an economist by education, Collor entered politics as a Social
Democrat. He soon rose to become mayor of Maceio, the capital of Alagdas
state. He was subsequently appointed its governor and joined the National
Congress in 1982, where he gained a reputation as a health and education
reformer able to work within tight budgets. On assuming the presidency in
1990 as the National Reconstruction candidate, he became Brazil’s youngest
ever head of state.

Career Peak

As president, Collor set about radical economic reforms. He supported the
free market and privatization and worked to reduce government intervention.
He sought to lower Brazil’s crippling national debt and entered into an
economic affiliation with Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay. But inflation
remained a major problem. His concern for Brazil’s environment led to his
ending the country’s nuclear programme and hosting the 1992 Earth Summit.

Allegations of corruption emerged in Oct. 1992 when Collor was
suspended from the House of Congress. When impeachment proceedings
began in Dec. 1992 he chose to resign in favour of Itamar Franco.

Later Life

Collor was barred from holding office until 2001 despite being found inno-
cent of corruption charges in late 1994.
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Introduction

Alvaro Colom was elected president on 4 Nov. 2007, the first social democrat
to hold the office since 1954. Colom replaced Oscar Berger of the Gran
Alianza Nacional and served until Jan. 2012.

Early Life

Colom was born into a politically active family in June 1951 in Guatemala
City. He studied at the Liceo Guatemala, a private Catholic school, and then
the state University of San Carlos (USAC). After graduating in 1974 as an
industrial engineer, he entered the textile industry, becoming a leading repre-
sentative in the 1980s.

In 1990 President Jorge Serrano Elias—a fellow alumnus of both Liceo
Guatemala and USAC—appointed Colom vice minister for the economy and
director of the Fund for Peace (FONAPAZ). After the 1997 peace accords
ended decades of civil war, Colom worked in land conflict resolution and the
promotion of reconciliation.

In 1999 he unsuccessfully ran for president for the centre-left ANN party.
In 2003 he ran again, this time for the social democratic UNE, but was
defeated by Oscar Berger in the second round. Nonetheless, it was the best
left-wing showing in an election for almost 50 years though critics accused
him of illegal campaign financing.

Career Peak

Colom’s 2007 campaign centred on his ‘Plan de la Esperanza’, extending to
2032. As well as pledging to fight poverty and improve health, education and
public security, he promised to create 700,000 new jobs, build 200,000 new
homes and increase GDP growth to 6%. In May 2009 the government denied
any complicity in the murder of a prominent lawyer who had claimed that
Colom was seeking to kill him. Following presidential elections in 2011,
Colom was succeeded by Otto Pérez Molina of the Partido Patriota in
Jan. 2012.

Introduction

Blaise Compaoré came to power in 1987 after the assassination of Thomas
Sankara, the president of the Conseil National de la Révolution (CNR;
National Revolutionary Council). He was deposed in Oct. 2014. Compaoré
attempted to deregulate the economy and improve relations with the West.
Politically, however, his tenure was marked by strikes, unrest and political
murders. His human rights record also attracted international condemnation.

Early Life

Born on 3 Feb. 1951 in Ouagadougou, Compaoré received his early education
in Burkina Faso and became a secondary school teacher. In 1971 he joined the
army and in 1975 went to Cameroon and France for military training. His
friendship with Sankara began in Morocco in 1978 while he was serving as a
parachute instructor. By 1981 Compaoré had achieved the rank of captain.

Although involved in the establishment in 1982 of the Conseil de Salut du
Peuple (CSP; People’s Salvation Council, led by Jean-Baptiste Ouédraogo),
Compaoré and Sankara broke with the CSP in 1983 to form the more left-
wing CNR. When Sankara was later arrested, Compaoré¢ led an anti-
government revolt that overthrew Ouédraogo and brought Sankara and the
CNR to power. Compaoré was appointed vice-premier. However, growing
dissatisfaction with Sankara’s increasingly autocratic leadership led in 1987
to his assassination by soldiers loyal to Compaoré, who replaced his former
ally as head of state.
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Career Peak

Compaoré took office promising a continuation of the CNR’s guiding prin-
ciples, but with ‘rectification’. He restored links with the business community,
traditional chiefs and the army, and sought to reassure the West on whom he
relied for aid. A new party—the Organization for Popular Democracy/Labour
Movement (ODP/MT; Organisation pour la Démocratie Populaire/
Mouvement du Travail}—was created in 1989 and provision made for the
return of multi-party elections. However, political dissent was still treated
heavy-handedly and the government virtually controlled the media. That year,
two stalwarts of the Sankara era still holding senior office (Boukari Lingani
and Henri Zongo) were accused of plotting a coup and executed. In 1991 an
amnesty was called on all those guilty of ‘political crimes’ since 1960 and
exiles were offered safe return.

Despite Compaoré’s ostensible democratization of the election process and
more moderate regime, the 1991 elections were boycotted by opposition
groups. Compaoré, the sole candidate, won 90.4% of votes but less than 25%
of the population participated. He was swormn in as president on 24 Dec. 1991.
Amid high political tension, the assassination of opposition leader Clément
Oumarou Ouédraogo and the postponement of legislative elections, Compaoré
called a development forum of diverse political and social leaders. In the same
year he agreed to a World Bank structural adjustment programme, although the
resultant austerity measures led to strikes and protests by students.

The 1991 constitution was amended in 1997, allowing the president to
stand for re-election more than once, and also restructuring parliament and
provincial government. In addition the national anthem and the flag were
modified to break with the revolutionary past. Compaoré was re-elected
president in Nov. 1998 with more than 87% of votes (in a 56.1% turnout),
although doubt was cast on the legitimacy of the electoral process. On
13 Dec. 1998 a journalist critical of Compaoré, Norbert Zongo, and three of
his colleagues were murdered. There followed public protests and the arrest of
opposition leaders.

A report of May 1999 suggested that the presidential bodyguard was
behind the murders of Zongo and his colleagues. The conclusions led to
student protests in the capital. Compaoré’s human rights record fell under
further scrutiny as more opposition leaders and independent journalists were
arrested. Despite the offer of compensation to the victims’ families and the
release of several political prisoners, tensions remained high, and strikes and
other protests persisted.

In parliamentary elections in May 2002, despite a stronger opposition
performance, the pro-Compaoré Congress for Democracy and Progress
(CDP) won 57 of the 111 National Assembly seats, and it took 73 of the
111 seats in the May 2007 elections. Meanwhile, although deemed unconsti-
tutional by opposition politicians, Compaoré was re-elected for further pres-
idential terms in Nov. 2005 and Nov. 2010, winning an overwhelming share
of the vote on each occasion. In April 2009 the parliament adopted legislation
requiring at least 30% of political party candidates in future elections to be
women. A serious challenge to Compaoré’s authority was posed in April 2011
by a military revolt over unpaid allowances, following popular protests over
rising prices, which prompted his appointment of a new prime minister and
cabinet. In Dec. 2012 legislative elections returned the CDP to power with an
overall majority in an enlarged 127-member National Assembly.

Compaoré resigned as president on 31 Oct. 2014 and fled to Céte d’Ivoire
following a popular uprising against the government. Hundreds of thousands
of people had protested against his bid to extend his 27 year term of office as
president, and violence had broken out near government buildings in the
capital. The military subsequently installed Lieut.-Col Isaac Zida as interim
president. Compaoré’s regime was accused of corruption and alleged inter-
ference in civil wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone. The country also suffered
from increased levels of unemployment during his final years as president.

Introduction

Sir John Compton led St Lucia to independence in 1979. Serving as its first
prime minister until electoral defeat later that year, he returned as prime
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minister from 1982-96. He came out of retirement in 2005 to lead the United
Workers’ Party (UWP) back to power, winning 11 of the 17 seats in the House
of Assembly and was sworn in for his third term as prime minister on
15 Dec. 2006. He died in office the following Sept.

Early Life

John George Melvin Compton was born on Canouan Island, St Vincent and
the Grenadines in 1926. He studied economics and law at the London School
of Economics before becoming a barrister in England. He moved back to the
West Indies and established his own law practice on St Lucia in 1951. He
formed the UWP in 1961 and was elected chief minister in 1964, serving as
premier until St Lucia attained independence in 1979. He was then appointed
prime minister.

Losing the elections in that same year, he returned as prime minister in
1982, remaining in office until he resigned in 1996. His tenures were marked
by right-wing policies and fierce support for democracy and the rule of law.
He was an ardent supporter of the US-led intervention in Grenada in Oct.
1983. Having retired he was knighted in 1997 but came back in 2005 to lead
the party he founded.

Career Peak

Compton was elected on a platform of tackling crime and unemployment. He
pledged to create new jobs in the construction industry through a programme
of refurbishing public buildings and repairing roads, as well as focusing on
tourism and the IT industry. In a bid to boost agriculture, a mission was sent to
the UK to secure a larger market share for St Lucian bananas. Compton also
raised the subject of foreign interference in domestic politics after two other
Caribbean prime ministers visited St Lucia before the 2005 election to
campaign for his opponent.

In 2007 much of the government’s activity was centred on the country’s
role as co-host of the cricket world cup. In April 2007 St Lucia and Taiwan
established diplomatic ties, despite protests from China and a split in
Compton’s cabinet. After several months of ill health, he died on 7 Sept.

Introduction

Gen. Lansana Conté won a third term as president on 21 Dec. 2003. Many
opposition parties boycotted the election claiming fraud and irregularities. He
remained in control, despite reports of his declining health, until his death on
22 Dec. 2008.

Early Life

Lansana Conté was born in 1934 in Dubréka, Guinea. He was educated in
Dubréka before completing his military training at preparatory schools in
France and West Aftica.

In 1955 he enlisted in the French army and was posted to Algeria during
the war of independence. Guinea gained independence from France on 2 Oct.
1958, and when Conté returned home from military service he joined the new
national army as a sergeant. In 1962 he attended the Camp Alpha Officer’s
School in Conakry, Guinea. He became a second lieutenant the following year
before being promoted to lieutenant in 1965. In Nov. 1970 Guinean exiles
invaded the country in an attempt to overthrow President Ahmed Sékou
Touré. Conté was part of the military team that repelled the invasion and, in
recognition of his contribution, was promoted to captain in 1971. Four years
later he became assistant chief of staff of the army.

In 1977 Conté began his political career when he headed Guinea’s
delegation during negotiations to resolve a border dispute with Guinea-
Bissau. In 1980 he was elected to the National Assembly. On 3 April 1984,
following the death of President Touré, Conté led a bloodless coup to
overthrow the interim government of Prime Minister Louis Lansana Beaogui.
Conté created the Military Committee for National Recovery (CMRN),
suspended the constitution and the National Assembly and banned all polit-
ical activity. He denounced the Touré regime, released over 200 political
prisoners and encouraged those Guineans exiled during Touré’s rule to return
to the country. He was proclaimed president 2 days later.

Conté, Lansana (Guinea)

Career Peak

Conté’s presidency was plagued by controversy. In July 1985 Prime Minister
Diarra Traoré tried to seize power while Conté was attending an ECOWAS
summit in Togo. Conté’s troops prevented the coup and on his return 100 mil-
itary personnel, including Traoré, were executed.

Conté assumed the rank of army general in 1990 and shortly afterwards
the government introduced a new constitution which included provision for
the establishment of civilian government. In June 1991 the CMRN was
replaced by the Transitional Committee for National Recovery (CTRN).

In 1992 Conté legalized political parties in the build-up to presidential
elections in Dec. 1993, the first multi-party election since independence.
Conté’s new party, the Party of Unity and Progress (PUP), was victorious
but the elections were blighted by serious irregularities. In 1996 the govern-
ment was subject to another unsuccessful coup attempt. Around a quarter of
the Guinean army mutinied in protest over salaries and poor conditions and
many died. A multi-party presidential election was held in 1998 and, despite a
number of flaws and protests, Conté was confirmed as president.

In Nov. 2001 Conté’s government approved constitutional amendments
allowing the president to run for more than two consecutive terms. The
referendum was boycotted by the opposition, who referred to the move as a
‘constitutional coup’ designed to ensure Conté’s lifelong rule. Conté was
confirmed for a third term in Dec. 2003 with all but one of the opposition
parties boycotting elections. In Jan. 2005 he survived an assassination attempt
and two general strikes were staged in Feb.-March and June 2006. In April
2006 Conté sacked the prime minister, Cellou Diallo, who was not replaced
until Eugéne Camara was appointed premier on 9 Feb. 2007. However, faced
with a further general strike and growing violent protests against his regime,
Conté dismissed Camara just over 2 weeks later, appointing Lansana Kouyaté
in his place. In the midst of further unrest in 2008, Conté sacked Kouyaté in
May and replaced him with Ahmed Tidiane Souar€, a former cabinet minister.
Conté remained in office until his death on 22 Dec. 2008, after which the army
seized control in a widely condemned coup.

Introduction

Rafael Correa started his 4 year presidential term in Jan. 2007. An economist
educated in Europe and the USA, he has mostly enjoyed strong popular
support and was re-elected in April 2009 and again in Feb. 2013.

Early Life

Correa was born in April 1963 in Ecuador’s second city, Guayaquil. He
graduated in economics from the Catholic University of Guayaquil and
worked for a year in an indigenous community in the Cotopaxi region. He
went on to postgraduate studies at the Catholic University of Leuven
(Belgium) and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (USA).

Correa embarked on an academic career, rising to become dean of eco-
nomics at the private University San Francisco de Quito. An economic
analyst known for his anti-neoliberal and nationalist stance, he worked as a
consultant for the UN Development Programme and the Japanese Develop-
ment Bank among others. He was a notable opponent of Ecuadorian dollar-
ization in 2000.

When popular revolts forced Lucio Gutiérrez to resign as president in
April 2005, his successor Alfredo Palacio appointed Correa as finance min-
ister. Correa held the position for 4 months, during which time he was critical
of the World Bank and IMF and advocated poverty reduction and economic
sovereignty schemes. When the World Bank withheld a loan in protest at
various economic policies, Correa resigned his office. In 2006 he founded the
Alianza PAIS movement, which allied itself with the Socialist Party in the
run-up to general elections.

Career Peak

Correa campaigned for sustainable socio-economic revolution and Latin
American integration. On taking office, he pledged a referendum on the
establishment of a constitutional assembly to draft a new constitution,
aimed at maintaining good relations with the USA (although his rejection of
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a free trade agreement, Ecuador’s refusal to extend US use of the Manta
military base in the Pacific and, in 2011, US allegations of corruption in the
Ecuador police have strained ties) and promised that dollarization would
remain in place during his tenure. He also guaranteed Ecuador’s non-
involvement in Colombia’s internal conflict. Other policies included engage-
ment with Colombia and Brazil in trade negotiations and talks with Argentina
to renegotiate the terms of Ecuador’s multi-billion dollar debt. In addition,
Correa announced that he would renegotiate ‘entrapping’ oil contracts with
transnational companies, consider Ecuador’s re-entry into OPEC (which
happened in Nov. 2007) and limit debt repayment in favour of social spending
(although quick repayment of IMF debts would remain on the agenda).

In April 2007 he won referendum approval to set up a constituent
assembly to rewrite the constitution. Elections to the assembly in Sept.
resulted in a majority victory for Correa’s allies over opposition parties that
had dominated the Congress since the Oct. 2006 polls. In Nov. 2007 the
assembly voted to dissolve the Congress and proceeded to act as a legislature.
A new draft constitution increasing presidential powers and tenure, banning
foreign military bases and enhancing state influence over the economy was
approved by the assembly in July 2008 and endorsed in a national referendum
on 28 Sept.

In March 2008 Ecuador’s relations with Colombia were seriously
undermined by a cross-border Colombian strike against a FARC guerrilla
target in Ecuadorian territory, prompting Correa to cut diplomatic ties and
send troops to the border. Relations worsened in July 2009 when a FARC
military commander claimed that his organization had contributed funding to
Correa’s 2006 election campaign, and have remained strained.

Correa won an outright victory in the April 2009 presidential elections,
avoiding the need for a second round run-off. His party won a legislative
majority at the same time. However, in Sept. 2010 Correa was assaulted and
then besieged in hospital by rebellious police officers protesting against pay
cuts. The incident was denounced as a coup attempt by Correa and prompted
the government to declare an indefinite state of emergency. In a further
constitutional referendum in May 2011 voters approved a range of amend-
ments, including extra presidential powers over the judiciary and media.

In June 2012 Julian Assange, the Australian founder of the Wikil.eaks
website that publicized secret US diplomatic documents, took refuge in
Ecuador’s embassy in London, England to evade extradition to Sweden on
sexual assault charges. In Aug. Correa granted Assange diplomatic asylum,
which has generated continuing tensions with the UK government.

Correa won a third term of office in Feb. 2013, winning over 50% of the
vote against seven opponents. He promised ‘another four years of revolution’.
Although critics have accused him of autocratic tendencies. His economic
policies have also generated increasing opposition from business interests and
the middle class, which manifested itself in a series of organized protests in
mid-2015.

Correa did not seek re-election in Feb. 2017. Lenin Moreno, who won a
second round run-off 6 weeks later, took office as president on 24 May 2017.

Introduction

René Coty was the second and final president of the Fourth Republic. Serving
from 195459, his term embraced the Indochina War, the Suez Crisis and the
Algerian War. The crisis point reached in 1958 forced the emergency rein-
statement of Charles de Gaulle as prime minister and the end of the Fourth
Republic.

Early Life

Coty was born in Le Havre on 20 March 1882. Coty took degrees in law and
philosophy before becoming a solicitor at Le Havre in 1902. He was town
councillor from 1907 and served in the 1914-18 War. In 1923 Coty was
elected deputy of Seine-Maritime and, after a brief period as undersecretary of
the interior in the Third Republic, became a senator in 1935. After the German
invasion he voted to give Pétain full control of the Vichy government and then
went into semi-retirement. He was minister of reconstruction between
1947-48 before returning to the Senate as its vice president.
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Career Peak

In the 1954 elections Coty was nominated President on the 13th ballot, taking
over from Auriol who declined to stand for re-election. He inherited an
unstable government and a rocky economy, both of which continued to give
trouble. While Coty was in office, eight prime ministers served—Joseph
Laniel, Pierre Mendés France, Edgar Faure, Guy Mollet, Maurice Bourgeés-
Maunoury, Félix Gaillard, Pierre Pflimlin and finally Charles de Gaulle.

Throughout his term, Coty was forced by the constitution to leave much
of the policy making to his prime ministers. But implementing policy was
made near impossible by inter-party squabbling.

In 1954 there was disagreement over the European Defence Community
(EDC), a plan originated by René Pleven, when prime minister under Auriol,
and advanced by Robert Schuman. On 13 Aug. 1954 Gaullist ministers
opposed to the EDC resigned with the result that the EDC was rejected by
the Assembly. As one who supported the proposal, Coty was frustrated by
political wrangling and favoured a strengthening of presidential authority.

Conflict dominated Coty’s presidency. No sooner was peace achieved in
Indochina in 1954 than violence broke out in Algeria. The Algerian Front de
Libération Nationale (National Liberation Front; FLN) began their drive for
independence. The FLN recruited other nationalist organizations to their
cause and by 1956 they had set up their own provisional government. Open
warfare in Algeria spilled over into France where terrorist activity caused
more than 4,000 casualties. The Assembly was divided between those who
were prepared to concede independence and those who believed Algeria was
an integral part of France. In Jan. 1956 Jules Moch suggested splitting Algeria
into two nations, part French, part Algerian Republic. Prime minister Mollet
rejected the plan. Further fuel was added to the FLN’s campaign when both
Morocco and Tunisia gained independence on 3 and 20 of Jan. 1956
respectively.

To add to Coty’s troubles, in July 1956 the Egyptian president, Gamal
Abdel Nasser, responded to the withdrawal of American funding for the
Aswan High Dam by announcing the nationalization of the Suez canal.
Fearing the move would block oil supplies to Western Europe, France and
Britain joined forces with Israel to oppose. On 29 Oct. Israeli forces invaded.
Under the guise of a UN peace keeping force, France and Britain occupied the
canal region a week later. Failing to gain support from the USA, the French
and British forces withdrew on 22 Dec. The Israeli’s followed 3 months later.

By 1958 France had reached crisis point in the Algerian War. On 13 May
Coty threatened to resign if de Gaulle was not made prime minister. The then
prime minister Pflimlin resigned and de Gaulle was instated on 1 June. The
following day de Gaulle was given full power to end the Algerian War with
extended authority over domestic affairs. On 8 Jan. 1959 the Fourth Republic
gave way to the Fifth with the installation of de Gaulle as president.

Later Life
Coty retired to Le Havre and died of a heart attack on 22 Nov. 1962.

Introduction

A member of the Dail since 1984, Brian Cowen took over as Prime Minister
(Taoiseach) in May 2008 following the resignation of Bertie Ahern. Strongly
pro-European, he regarded close ties with the EU as vital for Ireland’s
economy. Having presided over increases in public spending