
In this section we present some selected
civil societies, organizations, research
institutes and networks which – accord-
ing to their different mandates – are
working on conflicts over natural
resources between local communities
and external actors. The selection come
from the research carried out mainly on
the web for the SID ENRISS (Entitle-
ment to Natural Resources Information
Sharing System) project. The purpose of
ENRISS is to create a clearinghouse of
information among organizations
active at the local, national and inter-
national level on the issue of people’s
access to and management of natural
resources. The project aims to facilitate
the coordination of their efforts and to
strengthen their lobbying of decision-
makers.
ENRISS Contact:
Laura Saponaro lauras@sidint.org

Project Underground

Project Underground is an environ-
mental and human rights organiz-
ation that supports communities
engaged in or damaged by mining
and oil industries activities. Thanks
to their weekly newsletter Drillbits
and Tailings that they distribute on the
web, they have become a key public
information provider on the opera-
tions and struggles against oil, gas
and mining developments world-
wide. The newsletter highlights
environmental and social impacts of
the mining and energy sector, also
providing information such as cor-
porate data and examples of previous
activities of the relevant companies.
It aims to inform communities of
their rights under international and
national law and campaigns in

support of community struggle
against proposed corporate activity.
Project Underground also works to
develop an ethic of consumer
responsibility for efficient and sus-
tainable mineral use.
Contact: Pratap Chatterjee, 1847 Berke-
ley Way, Berkeley CA 94703, USA
Tel: +1 510 705 8970
Fax: +1 510 705 8983
E-mail: pratap@moles.org
Website: http://www.moles.org

Corporate Watch

Corporate Watch is an on-line maga-
zine and resource centre designed to
provide everyday Internet users,
activists, journalists and policy-
makers with an array of tools that
can be used to investigate and
analyse corporate activity. It is com-
mitted to exposing corporate greed by
documenting the social, political,
economic and environmental im-
pacts of transnational giants. Cor-
porate Watch works to support
efforts to build a movement for demo-
cratic control over corporations,
human rights and environmental
justice. Corporate Watch website pro-
vides Internet users with the oppor-
tunity to support local initiatives for
corporate accountability and justice
by sending faxes and emails, joining
local demonstrations, and getting
involved in the activities of local com-
munities. In the Archive it is also
possible to find international corpo-
rations data.
Contact: PO Box 29344, San
Francisco, CA 94129 USA
Tel: +1 415 561 6568
E-mail: corpwatch@igc.org
Website: http://www.corpwatch.org

Rainforest Foundation
International

Founded in 1989, the Rainforest
Foundation International (RFI) was
one of the first organizations to advo-
cate the twin needs of protecting
both the rainforests and the cultures
that relied on them for their very sur-
vival. In doing so, this approach suc-
cessfully combined the defence of
human rights and the environment
through a number of integrated pro-
grammes. The latter were developed
in alliance with the indigenous cul-
tures and aimed to provide indigen-
ous people with the means necessary
to secure their cultural survival and
to protect the forests they have inhab-
ited for thousands of years.

The mission of the Rainforest
Foundation International is to
support indigenous peoples and tra-
ditional populations of the rainforest
in their efforts to protect their
environment and fulfil their rights by
assisting them in:

• securing and controlling the
natural resources necessary for
their long-term well-being and
managing these resources in ways
which do not harm their environ-
ment, violate their culture or com-
promise their future;

• developing the means to protect
their individual and collective
rights and obtain, shape and
control basic services from the
state.

The organization is now an inter-
national alliance of affiliates and
partners based in Austria, Brazil,
Japan, Norway, the United Kingdom
and the United States. Soon after the
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completion of the initial objective,
the Foundation expanded its geo-
graphical focus to include Cameroon,
Central America, Guyana, Indonesia,
Madagascar, Mexico, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Suriname and
Venezuela. This growth has reflected
the increasing pressure being placed
on the rainforest’s natural resources.

Activities countering the destruc-
tive practices of logging, mining,
ranching, and major ‘development’
projects have also increased. These
initiatives include demarcation,
community organization, forest
protection, resource inventories,
management plans and strategies. In
order to complement these on-going
activities the organization has devel-
oped a campaign/advocacy capacity
so as to establish strategies for influ-
encing the policies of intergovern-
mental organizations, national
governments and transnational com-
panies.
Contact: City Cloisters, 188–196 Old
Street, London EC1V 9FR, UK
Tel: +44 (0)171 251 6345
Fax: +44 (0)171 251 4969
E-mail: rainforestuk@gn.apc.org
Website:
http://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org

International Indian Treaty
Council

The International Indian Treaty
Council (IITC) is an organization of
indigenous peoples from North,
Central and South America and the
Pacific working for the sovereignty
and self-determination of indigenous
peoples and the recognition and pro-
tection of their rights, traditional cul-
tures and sacred lands.

IITC is an ECOSOC Category II
NGO and an important actor in the
international arena, providing dele-
gations to the most important inter-
national forums such as the
Commission on Human Rights, the
Sub-Commission on the Prevention

of Discrimination and the Protection
of Minorities, the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations, and other
related Standard Setting meetings.

The IITC also has a mentorship
training programme to ensure that
indigenous peoples are trained in the
UN Standard Setting forms and better
prepared to represent themselves and
their peoples in the struggle
towards self-determination, sover-
eignty, recognition and protection of
their rights, cultures and lands.
Contact: 54 Mint Street, Suite 400,
San Francisco, CA 94103, USA
Tel: +1 415 512 1501
Fax: +1 415 512 1507
E-mail: iitc@igc.apc.org
Website: www.hookele.com/iitc/

Land Tenure Center (LTC)

The LTC is an interdisciplinary insti-
tute for research and education on
social structure, institutions,
resources use and development
which was established in May 1962.
The Center approaches resource
policy issues from a multidisciplinary
perspective, with special concern for
the access of disadvantaged people to
land, water and other natural
resources. The Center, based in the
College of Agricultural and Life Sci-
ences of the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, maintains a campus-wide
interaction with faculties and
students, managing an integrated
programme of research, teaching
and information dissemination in all
regions of the world.

LTC’s approach also includes a
crosscutting theme of women in
development which aims to more
effectively incorporate gender analy-
sis into research activities and techni-
cal assistance, particularly with
respect to access to and management
of land and other resources. The
Center has evolved into a leading
institution working on land policy in
developing countries.

Over the past 30 years, LTC has
conducted research and training pro-
grammes on issues of land tenure,
agrarian reform, land markets,
institutional dimensions of rural
development, natural resource
management, and cooperatives in
Africa, Latin America, Eastern
Europe and Asia.

Its interdisciplinary approach
draws upon the following depart-
ments and institutes: Agricultural
Economics, Agricultural Journalism,
Environmental Studies, Law, Land
Resources, Political Science and
Rural Sociology, among others. LTC’s
style of operation emphasizes
concern for the felt needs of the
country in which work is being
accomplished, an interdisciplinary
approach to policy research and the
importance of working with host-
country institutions and individuals
in policy analysis, research and
implementation.
Contact: 1357 University Avenue,
Madison, WI 53715, USA
Tel: +1 608 262 3657
Fax: +1 608 262 2141
E-mail: ltc-uw@facstaff.wisc.edu
Website: http://www.wisc.edu/ltc

Overseas Development
Institute

The Overseas Development Institute
(ODI) is an independent non-govern-
mental centre for the study of
development and humanitarian
issues as well as a forum for dis-
cussion of the problems facing
developing countries.

The Institute is based in the UK and
is engaged in a wide range of policy-
related research based around the
following groups: Rural Policy and
Environment, Forest Policy and
Environment, International Econ-
omic Development and Humani-
tarian Policy.

The Institute regularly provides
advice on development issues to a
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wide range of organizations includ-
ing governments, international
agencies and non-governmental
bodies. As a registered charity, the
Institute is supported by grants and
donations from research foun-
dations, international organizations,
NGOs and business.

The Forest Policy and Environ-
ment Group addresses the import-
ance of tropical forests and trees for
local livelihoods, often in the context
of competing national and inter-
national interests in the same
resource. It takes it as axiomatic that
sustainability and equity are pro-
foundly inter-related.

ODI’s publications include an
extensive range of books (compiled in
association with leading publishers)
and special reports; development
policy studies (Routledge publishing
house); and research studies and
working papers, which present pre-
liminary research findings on
current ODI projects. Also ODI Brief-
ing Papers on contemporary develop-
ment issues are available on its web
page.
Contact: Portland House, Stag Place,
London SW1E 5DP, UK
Tel: +44 (0)171 393 1600
Fax: +44 (0)171 393 1699
E-mail: nrp@odi.org.uk
Website: http://www.oneworld.org/odi

The Earth Council

The Earth Council is an international
non-governmental organization
(NGO) created in September 1992
and based in San José, Costa Rica, to
promote and advance the implemen-
tation of the Earth Summit agree-
ments. It is led by a body of 18
members, drawn from the world’s
political, business, scientific and non-
governmental communities. Sixteen
eminent world leaders serve as hon-
orary members, and an 18-member
Earth Council Institute functions as
advisory board.

Among its different programmes
available on their web page, one of
the most interesting is ‘Indigenous
Peoples, Mother Earth and Spiritual-
ity’. The programme is tightly linked
to other indigenous organizations
and networks working for the
enforcement of the international
conventions and declarations rele-
vant to indigenous peoples. It also
refers to national constitutions of the
Americas on the rights of indigenous
peoples and environment. The
section also contains interesting case
studies carried out in some Latin
American countries.
Contact: Potomac, MD 20854, San
José, COSTA RICA
Tel: +506 301 762 7766
Fax: +506 301 762 7767
Website: http://www.earthcouncil.org

TATA Energy Research
Institute (TERI)

TERI is an autonomous, non-profit
research institute established in
1974. Conducting both scientific and
policy research, its activities are in
the fields of energy, environment,
biotechnology, forestry and a whole
range of sustainable development
issues. The Institute is committed to
reducing all forms of waste; promot-
ing efficient use of raw materials and
depletable resources; protecting the
environment; conserving natural
resources; and disseminating results
of its activities on a wide scale. TERI
has a comprehensive view of
development, wherein efficient use of
natural resources and protection of
the environment are seen as essential
prerequisites for economic welfare.

Nearly 450 professionals drawn
from a wide range of disciplines work
at TERI’s headquarters in New Delhi
as well as its regional centres and field
sites in India and overseas.
Contact: Outreach Cell, TERI, New
Delhi 110 003, INDIA
Tel: +91 11 460 1550/462 2246

Fax: +91 11 462 1770
E-mail: outreach@teri.res.in
Website: http://www.teriin.org

Earthlife Africa

The Earthlife Africa (ELA) organiz-
ation is based in South Africa and
Namibia. It was founded in the 1980s
during a period of intense political
activity in the former country. ELA
provides a context for politics and the
environment to be linked and raised
as part of political discussion. The
organization collects updated facts
on the issue of conflicts over natural
resources. Through the big network
of ‘The Green House Project’, it has
launched some important alert cam-
paigns like the one on the Ogoni
people of Nigeria, the conflict for the
Upupa dam in Namibia and the
Lesotho Highlands Water project.
Contact: Richard Warthington, PO
Box 1183, Johannesburg 2000,
SOUTH AFRICA
Tel: +27 11 837 0343
Fax: +27 11 477 4653
E-mail: activist2@earthlife.org.za
Website: http://www.earthlife.org.za

Amazon Watch

Amazon Watch was established in
1996 to monitor and challenge new
mega-development projects that open
up the Amazon’s frontiers to large-
scale resource exploitation. It investi-
gates and disseminates critical
information on the participants,
status, and the potential ecological
and human rights impacts of new
projects. It focuses on investors, cor-
porations and global markets while
supporting traditional people’s efforts
in defence of their environments and
way of life. The strategy is to assist
impacted communities gain political
and economic clout for the protection
of their lands and communities.

Among its most interesting publi-
cations, of particular interest is the
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Report Arteries for Global Trade: Conse-
quences for Amazonia (Spring 1997).
It provides details on new transporta-
tion and energy projects in five
Amazon countries and is available in

Portuguese, Spanish and English.
Amazon Watch works in association
with the EarthWays Foundation.
Contact: Tel: +31 (0)456 1340
Fax: +31 (0)456 0388

E-mail: asoltani@igc.org
Website: http://www.amazonwatch.org

This section has been compiled by Laura
Saponaro, SID Programme Officer
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ADDRESSING CONFLICTS OVER NATURAL RESOURCES

In the implementation of its project ‘Addressing Conflicts over Natural Resources’ SID is
carrying out a survey to assess the information needs of local and national organizations
that would strengthen their work and above all to understand possible ways to spread this
information.

To this end, the Secretariat will be sending a detailed questionnaire to over 500 organizations
around the world that are active at the national level. It is hoped that they will assist in the
identification of the particular kind of information that would be most useful in their own
work; the constraints involved with identifying/accessing such information; the most
convenient way to communicate with local communities; and their involvement in inter-
national networks.
The questionnaire is available in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese.

For further details on this project or if interested in receiving the questionnaire you are kindly
invited to contact:

Laura Saponaro at the SID Secretariat
E-mail: lauras@sidint.org
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