
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Acta Politica

	
                        Article

Electoral Reform in Italy: Expectations and Results


                    	Original Article
	
                            Published: 29 August 2006
                        


                    	
                            Volume 41, pages 285–299, (2006)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Acta Politica
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Richard S Katz1 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            103 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            11 Citations

        
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
The 1993 Italian electoral reform was precipitated by a referendum that gave its sponsors no freedom to specify their preferred system, and the mixed systems ultimately chosen were enacted under great time pressure. As a result, expectations and objectives were never clearly specified, and indeed often were mutually incompatible. The major goal of creating bipolarity and alternation in office was achieved, but the achievement of other goals — including closer ties between representatives and local constituencies, a simplified party system, and ‘cleaner’ politics – is more questionable, as is the fate of the entire reform effort after the replacement of the mixed system with pure PR before the election of 2006.
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