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On 12–14 April 2011 the Young Statisticians’ Meeting will be held at the 
University of Southampton. This is a two and a half day conference that 
brings together young statisticians – those in the first ten years of their 
statistical career – from across the civil service, industry and academia.  

Registration for this event is now open and delegates are invited to submit 
abstracts for oral and poster presentations for a number of parallel 

sessions and a poster presentation session. The YSM 2011 also provides delegates with an 
excellent opportunity to experience a variety of statistical topics currently being researched and to 
explore the debates around wider issues in statistics.   

This year, the conference will focus on the debate around the extent to which personal data should 
be held by the Government. There will be a special “Dinner and Debate” session on the first day of 
the conference where guest speakers - including Simon Briscoe, Statistics Editor of The Financial 
Times and David Bond, a freelance journalist known for his reporting on the use of personal data - 
will sit on a panel to discuss their opinions on this topic and answer delegates’ questions. David 
recently made a Channel 4 film that was aired in cinemas nationwide and was broadcast on TV in 
late spring 2010.  This documentary focused on the confidentiality issues around personal data 
and looked at how much of a ‘surveillance society’ the UK has become. The documentary will be 
screened prior to dinner on day one to give delegates some background information, and to spark 
debate. In this session, delegates will sit down to dinner and wine followed by the panellists putting 
forward their views on “Personal Data Held by Government”. There will then be an opportunity for 
delegates to ask the panel questions and debate the issues raised. In addition, there will be 
workshops on the Census and Data Visualisation.  

Full details of the conference are available at: YSM 2011  

 
Consultation - Conception statistics 

ONS is conducting a review of conception statistics to reduce the cost of producing conception 
outputs while ensuring that the published outputs continue to meet user requirements.  Changes 
are proposed to both the timing and content of conception outputs.  

Conception statistics and the consultation document are available on the ONS website at: 
Conception Statistics, England and Wales 
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Email: vsob@ons.gsi.gov.uk 

Users’ views received as a result of the consultation will be considered before implementing any 
changes to conception outputs. Further information will be published later in the year once 
responses from the consultation have been considered. 
 

Consultation - Avoidable Mortality   

On 16th February 2011 ONS launched an eight week consultation on avoidable mortality. The 
consultation outlines some key issues in the definition of avoidable mortality, explains new 
definitions proposed by ONS, and seeks the views of statistics users and experts. 

Further information, including the consultation paper and how to respond can be found on the ONS 
website at: Open consultations: Office for National Statistics 

Responses to the consultation are invited up to the 12th April 2011. A summary of the comments 
made will be published approximately 2 months after the consultation closes. 
 

One release of birth and death summary tables for 2011 

Provisional annual birth and death summary tables for 2009 were released on 25 May 2010 with 
final data published on 21 July 2010. To ensure the effective use of resources and avoid confusion 
among users, the requirement for provisional data in May was explored. No strong user 
requirement was identified so provisional annual data will no longer be published.  

Final annual birth and death summary tables for 2010 will be published in July 2011 with more 
detailed data published over subsequent months. Any user comments are welcomed.   

Email: vsob@ons.gov.uk 
 

Injury and poisoning mortality, England and Wales 

Statistics on the main causes of deaths from injury and poisoning mortality in England and Wales 
2005–09 will be published on 1 March 2011. The tables present data using a matrix of mechanism 
by intent developed by the International Collaborative Effort (ICE) on injury statistics. 

Mortality Statistics: Injury and Poisoning (Series DH4) 
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Adult Dental Health Survey preliminary findings 

The 2009 Adult Dental Health Survey (ADHS) is the fifth in a series of national dental surveys that 
have been carried out every ten years since 1968. The main purpose of the survey is to establish 
the condition of the natural teeth and supporting tissues; to investigate dental experience, 
knowledge about and attitudes towards dental care and hygiene; to examine changes over time in 
dental health, attitudes and behaviour and to monitor the extent to which dental hygiene targets set 
by the government are being met. ONS have conducted the survey on behalf of the NHS 
Information Centre, working in consortium with the National Centre for Social Research and 
academics at the Universities of Birmingham, Cardiff, Dundee, Newcastle and University College 
London. 

A total of 11,380 adults were interviewed for the survey, and 6,469 adults were examined. The 
survey covers England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

A First Release with preliminary findings was published in December 2010 by the NHS Information 
Centre. A series of more detailed reports are due to be published in March 2011 alongside a 
Foundation Report with technical details of the survey.  

Key findings include:  

 Overall, 94 per cent of adults in England, Wales and Northern Ireland were dentate1, only 6 
per cent had not maintained this basic threshold of oral health.  

 The proportion of people who were edentate2 varied by country. In England 6 per cent of 
adults were edentate compared with 10 per cent in Wales. Seven per cent of adults in 
Northern Ireland were edentate.  

 Over the last 30 years the proportion of adults in England who were edentate has fallen by 
22 percentage points from 28 per cent in 1978. In Wales, the proportion of adults who were 
edentate has fallen 27 percentage points from 37 per cent in 1978. In Northern Ireland, the 
proportion of adults who were edentate has fallen 26 percentage points from 33 per cent in 
19793.  

 86 per cent of dentate adults had 21 or more natural teeth.  

 The proportion of dentate adults with 21 or more natural teeth varied by country. In England 
86 per cent of dentate adults had 21 or more natural teeth compared with 80 per cent of 
dentate adults in Wales. Eighty-four per cent of dentate adults in Northern Ireland had 21 or 
more natural teeth.  

 

 
1 Dentate, that is having at least one natural tooth  
2 Edentate, that is having no natural teeth  
3 The Northern Ireland ADHS was conducted in 1979  
4 This question was asked for the first time in Northern Ireland in 1988 
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 Over three-fifths of dentate adults said they attended the dentist for regular check-ups 
which had increased in all three countries between 1978 and 2009 (1988 to 2009 in 
Northern Ireland4). The greatest increase was observed in Wales, up 30 percentage points 
from 39 per cent in 1978 to 69 per cent in 2009.  

 12 per cent of all adults (who had ever been to the dentist) were classified as having 
extreme dental anxiety.  

 Extreme dental anxiety was more prevalent among women than men, 17 per cent 
compared with 8 per cent respectively.  

 There was a clear pattern of higher levels of dental anxiety among younger adults. Levels 
of extreme dental anxiety ranged from 15 per cent of adults aged 16 to 24 to 9 per cent of 
adults over 85.  

Adult Dental Health Survey - 2009 

 

Life Opportunities Survey Interim Report  

The Life Opportunities Survey (LOS) is a new large-scale longitudinal survey of disability in Great 
Britain. LOS is the first major social survey in Great Britain to explore disability in terms of social 
barriers to participation, rather than only measuring disability in terms of impairments or health 
conditions. LOS compares the experiences of people with and without impairments across a range 
of areas, including education and training, employment, transport, leisure, social and cultural 
activities, and social contact. The interim findings were published in December 2010. 

On LOS, an adult has a participation restriction if they experience at least one social barrier to 
taking part in at least one life area. The key findings of LOS between June 2009 and March 2010 
are presented below. 

 17 per cent of adults with impairments experienced participation restrictions in their learning 
opportunities compared with 9 per cent of adults without impairments 

 56 per cent of adults with impairments experienced restrictions in the type or amount of 
paid work they did, compared with 26 per cent of adults without impairments 

 74 per cent of adults with impairments experienced restrictions in using transport compared 
with 58 per cent of adults without impairments 

 83 per cent of adults with impairments experienced a participation restriction in leisure, 
social and cultural activities compared with 78 per cent of adults without impairments 

 24 per cent of adults with impairments experienced a participation restriction to social 
contact (that is, being able to meet with close contacts as much as they would like) 
compared with 22 per cent of adults without impairments 
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 12 per cent of adults with impairments experienced difficulty accessing rooms within their 
home or difficulty getting in or out of their home compared with 1 per cent of adults without 
impairments 

 29 per cent of adults with impairments experienced a participation restriction to accessing 
buildings outside their home compared with 7 per cent of adults without impairments 

 45 per cent of households where at least one person had an impairment were unable to 
afford expenses or make loan repayments. This compares with 29 per cent of households 
without any people with impairments 

The LOS also reports on a variety of social barriers, such as lack of help or assistance, attitudes of 
other people and caring responsibility. Barriers to education and training are presented here as an 
example of the social barriers reported by respondents. Of those adults experiencing participation 
restrictions to learning opportunities: 

 The main barrier to learning for adults with impairments was financial reasons (46 per cent). 
This was also the main barrier among adults without impairments (52 per cent) 

 “Too busy/not enough time” was the second most common barrier to learning for adults 
with impairments (23 per cent). This was also the second most common barrier for adults 
without impairments (40 per cent) 

Life Opportunities Survey 

LOS User Guide   (162Kb - Pdf) 
 
 

Introduction of ICD–10 v2010 

In January 2011 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) updated the software used to code cause 
of death from the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD–10) v2001.2 to 
v2010.  

The main changes in ICD–10 v2010 are amendments to the modification tables and selection 
rules. Modification tables and selection rules are used to ascertain a causal sequence and 
consistently assign underlying cause of death from the conditions recorded on the death certificate.  

Mortality statistics for England and Wales for the 2011 data year will be coded to ICD–10 v2010.  A 
bridge coding study has been carried out to help users understand the impact of the change.  
Overall, the impact is small although some cause groups are affected more than others. 

Results from the ICD–10 v2010 bridge coding study  

Results from the ICD–10 v2010 bridge coding study: stillbirths and neonatal deaths 
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ONS Longitudinal Study updated to 2009 

The annual refresh of vital events linked to the ONS Longitudinal Study (ONS LS) will be complete 
in March 2011.  

Researchers using the ONS LS will have access to an extra year of vital event information to use 
in their research. Information on births and deaths will be available for 2009, while cancer 
registrations will be available up to 2008. 

The ONS LS contains linked census and vital event data for a 1 per cent sample of the population 
of England and Wales. Information about more than 500,000 study members has been captured at 
each of the censuses since 1971, and plans to incorporate data from the 2011 Census are well 
advanced. More than one million people have been recorded in the ONS LS sample at some point.  

ONS LS data processing involves close collaboration between ONS staff based in Titchfield and 
their former colleagues in Southport, who are now part of the Medical Research Information 
Service within the NHS Information Centre for Health and Social Care. This has been the fourth full 
year of processing following ONS independence. Thanks to hard work and diligence of staff in both 
organisations, the transition has been seamless. 

The ONS actively promotes wide use of the ONS LS while maintaining the confidentiality of the 
individuals in the sample. ONS LS records available for analysis are anonymised but the database 
contains individual-level data that have not been aggregated or disguised. To ensure 
confidentiality, these microdata can only be accessed at ONS sites through the Virtual Microdata 
Laboratory (VML). Support officers are available to help extract and use the data. ONS LS users 
can be sent aggregated data in the form of tabulations that have been checked to ensure there is 
no risk of identifying an individual. 

For further information or for a discussion about using the LS please contact: 

Academic users: 
Centre for Longitudinal Study Information & User Support (CeLSIUS) 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7299 4634 
Email: celsius@lshtm.ac.uk 
CeLSIUS - Centre for Longitudinal Study Information and User Support 

Other users:  
Microdata Analysis and User Support Team 
Tel: +44 (0) 1633 45 5844 
Email: maus@ons.gsi.gov.uk 
The ONS Longitudinal Study 
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New and improved ONS website to launch 30 April 2011 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is developing a new website, with a focus on putting users' 
needs first. When it goes live on 30 April 2011 the new ONS website will deliver the following 
improvements: 

 quicker and easier to find information, including better search and navigation 

 easier to use the information, by downloading data, charts and graphs 

 improved accessibility to ONS content for users with sight or other impairments 

 prompt release of outputs at 9.30am sharp 

 

Content will be transferred from the current website to the new one, but some existing bookmarks 
and links will no longer work.  

After the initial launch, there will be further developments to the new website. These include: 

 an online data explorer tool, allowing users to customise, interact with and download 
datasets 

 an Application Programming Interface, enabling re-use of ONS data by others  

Web Development 
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