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Studies of the material conditions of women's lives provide an example of 
this kind of oscillation. Rose interprets such work as 'an ambivalent 
discourse straddling the need to represent women and the need to speak of 
differences among women' (p. 116). There are risks associated with this in 
that it is easy to slip from ambivalence into the dichotomous structure that 
characterizes hegemonic systems of knowledge. Rose suggests that this is 
apparent in a tendency to emphasize similarities among women in terms of 
their domestic and family lives, and differences among women in terms of 
their involvement in paid work, a contrast complicit with masculinist 
dichotomies such as private and public, home and work. And this tendency 
provides an explanation for the difficulty feminist geographers have 
experienced in addressing issues of racism and sexuality. But Rose suggests 
that there are possibilities for escaping this kind of dichotomy by 
consciously oscillating 'between the elaboration of diversity and the 
solidarity of sisterhood' (p. 132). This allows feminist geographers to insist 
on the inappropriateness of such dichotomous categories as private and 
public, and to open up new spaces that are 'neither the masculine public 
nor the femininized private' (p. 136). 

Feminism and Geography provides those working within the discipline of 
geography with a distinctive reading of the project of feminist geography as 
it has developed to date, and some ideas about future directions. For those 
unfamiliar with the discipline it brings some of the issues specific to 
geography into relation with broader debates within feminism. It is very 
much an academic book (and Rose acknowledges her own complicity with 
the masculinist traditions of academic knowledge), but this does not 
detract from its value as an introduction to the field of feminist geography. 
I hope it encourages readers of Feminist Review to discover more of the 
contribution to women's studies that emanates from this quarter. 

Liz Bondi 
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It is astonishing how little has been written on women's lives in Wales, a 
quarter of a century after the women's movement began to affect all our 
lives. Resources of any kind are still scarce, so this book deserves a warm 
welcome in helping to plug a very large gap. Having decided to produce a us 
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book in English, the editors can hope not only to serve the needs of the 
increasing number of students, many of them non-Welsh-speaking, taking 
courses in women's studies in Wales, but also to raise the consciousness of 
inmigrating women and women in other parts of Britain, who tend to be 
largely unaware of the particular experiences of Welsh women, or make 
assumptions based on cliched images . 

The fact that so little published material is available in this field has led the 
editors to include a variety of material, in order to present 'the diversity of 
current Welsh women's experience'. Thus the volume is divided into two 
parts, the first containing essays of a sociological nature, investigating 
women's lives in the home and the community on the one hand, and in the 
public spheres of education, training and work on the other. The second 
section includes both academic-type essays on culture and politics as well 
as a series of seven personal accounts by women in diverse walks of life, 
including writers, an artist, a businesswoman, an Anglican deacon and a 
Welsh-language activist. Although the broad scope of the volume makes it 
an ideal starting point for the uninitiated, it lacks unity, reminding me 
forcibly of very early collections of feminist writing, such as Conditions of 
Illusion (Feminist Books, 1974). Have we progressed so little in twenty 
years? 

For many readers the chapters may seem tantalizingly, even frustratingly 
short, especially those in the form of academic essays. Some of the latter 
are staggeringly superficial, their conclusions banal, and I was disturbed 
by the lack of scholarly rigour in the first section. Where conclusions are 
based on interviews of samples, we are not always told how large the 
sample was, how the interviewees were chosen, and what was their socio
economic status. It is not always clear, either, in what language they were 
interviewed: it does make a great difference. Coming from a Welsh
speaking rural community, I found it incredible that the essay on 'Old 
women in rural Wales' casually mentioned that some of the women 
interviewed were Welsh-speakers without considering the commonplace 
problem of language-shift in two and three generations of the family: the 
language adopted by their children and grandchildren is of central 
significance to many older women, a source of joy or of distress and 
alienation. The language of their neighbours is similarly crucial. 

None the less, a useful collection of data and statistics emerges from this 
section, especially with regard to employment, where women are clearly 
worse off than their English sisters, earning a smaller proportion of the 
male average wage, and even more under-represented in the professions 
and in business. I should have liked more discussion of why this 

tJ& should be so, linked perhaps to the wider question of Welsh identity. 



As Welsh-speakers, we can define ourselves by our separate language and 
our acceptance or refusal of the traditional cultural structures with which it 
has historically been associated. But with only a fifth of the population 
speaking the language, it is necessary to consider in what way the other 
four-fifths have any separate identity from women in, say, England. 
A number of the sociological essays - on attitudes to housework, on 
experiences of mature students, for example- would easily be applicable in 
an English context, and in general both editors and contributors to this 
section have failed to consider why there is a need to treat Wales separately. 
If women in Wales are different and have different experiences because they 
live in Wales, even if they belong to the thousands of recent in-migrants 
from England, then the book is justified, but one could be forgiven for 
concluding, after reading those essays, that all we have in common is a 
geographical space. The photographs do not help in this respect, for few 
reflect specifically Welsh experience. Furthermore, they are both dated and 
over-familiar within Wales. 

Although the book provides a very fair balance between north and south, 
some of the generalizations are disturbing, for example the assumption that 
the cliched image of the 'Welsh mam' has been consistent within Wales as a 
whole. This is simply not true: it has grown up mainly in the industrial 
areas of the south where men's wages in coal and steel, for example, were 
considered as 'family wages'. In the rural and semi-industrial areas of mid
Wales and the north, where male wages were lower, women normally 
engaged in agricultural or other productive work, thus making a significant 
contribution to the family economy (as they still do, as Shan Ashton's 
pioneering article on farm women shows), so that the image of the stay-at
home wife and mother was far less prevalent. 

Those who really want to learn more about our lives this side of the border 
and what it feels like to live in Wales, should concentrate on the second 
section. Here the largely descriptive essays of the first section give way to 
greater analysis, and in many instances a stronger political framework. 
Jane Aaron's introductory essay on 'Gender and colonization' provides a 
clear and fair overview for English readers, although she has not managed 
to capture the appropriate linguistic register in translating from the work 
of Angharad Tomos. Gwyneth Roberts's analysis of Raymond Williams's 
portrayal of women in his novels looks at first somewhat out of place, but, 
given that Williams's thought is still influential in many quarters in Wales 
and beyond, it provides a necessary warning that his vision of an ideal 
society is essentially man-centred. The personal accounts are full of 
treasures: Angharad Tomos's moving account of women involved in the 
language movement, a brave, hidden sisterhood unguessed at by English 
feminists; Roni Crwydren's struggle to define herself personally, politically 137 
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and culturally as a lesbian on the fringes of the Welsh-speaking community; 
Mary Lloyd Jones's analysis of her life as an artist, full of telling detail as 
she gradually locates herself as an artist and Welsh-speaking woman, 
weaving the political and the lyrical, anger and hope; Menna Elfyn 
showing that it is possible to be Welsh activist, poet and feminist at the 
same time. The book would be worth reading for these alone. For those 
who think of Wales in terms of the Wales Tourist Board's images of 
mountains, castles, tall hats and harps, Our Sister's Land will provide a 
valuable corrective, and even some shocks. 

Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan 
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As the editors of this collection are all too well aware, all histories of 
imperialism necessarily tread a fine line between unmasking the violence of 
the colonial encounter and capitalizing on the all too prevalent nostalgia 
for a mythic moment where men were 'men' and women were 'ladies'. 
In this scenario European women exist primarily as the passive 
beneficiaries of an ancient chivalric code - living out a stable class 
existence in exotic locations unthreatened by the disruptions accompany
ing the growth of industrial capitalism in the metropolitan centres of 
empire. The indigenous populations exist solely as foils for the main 
movers in the narratives of imperial melodrama who are almost uniquely 
the masculine heroes of Boys Own fame, battling against recalcitrant 
'native' insurgents or policy-making from the comfort of overstuffed 
leather in the seclusion of the 'club'. 

Chaudhuri and Strobel's collection succeeds in disrupting this fantasy and 
in reinstating the central role of women in the propagation of imperial 
ideology. The essays in this collection go much further than this however. 
Recognizing the way in which such a strategy of recovery risks supplanting 
one set of 'heroes' with another equally dubious set of 'heroines', neither of 
which dislodges the main tenets of the colonial imaginary, the editors have 
been careful to select a series of contributions which demonstrate the ways 
in which gender intersected with class and 'race' in complex and 
contradictory ways at various moments in the history of Western 
imperialism. Western Women and Imperialism is a rich and accessible 

na introduction to a wide range of issues and problems associated with the 
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