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academic as in social institutions. 
Ward's work becomes much more 
provocative when she outlines what 
she sees as the future for the study of 
Irish history. She imagines this 
future as one concerned not only 
with gender, class and sex analyses, 
but also with understanding the way 
the three are imbricated. She 
stresses, too, what others have 
termed a gendered history, one 
which maintains 'the interrelation
ships of women and men's lives, 
using inclusive historical perspec
tives in order to analyse their experi
ences' (p. 223). Ward notes that until 
this new history can take root, 
women's studies should be on the 
core syllabus as an 'interim measure' 
(p. 223). One wonders if yet another 
LIP pamphlet is needed to address 
both the use of women's studies as an 
interim measure and also to assess 
the work of others who have 
suggested alternatives to women's 
inclusion into the mainstream of 
history. 

The remaining pamphlets probe 
the significance of a theorization of 
power for sexual politics (Maureen 
Gaffney (1991), 'Glass slippers and 
tough bargains: women, men and 
power'), and the importance of, 
distant movements and methods 
(Helena Sheehan (1989), 'Has the 
red flag fallen? The fate of socialism 
in the 1990s'). Ethna Viney's 1989 
pamphlet 'Ancient wars: sex and 
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'I am an incest survivor. Let me 
qualify that- I am black, female and 
approaching middle age. I have 
reached a point in my life where I feel 
that sharing that information may 
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sexuality' provides a helpful history 
of discussions of sexuality in Ireland 
and can be usefully read in conjunc
tion with Coulter's pamphlet, as the 
latter foregrounds the international
ism unavailable in the former. Simi
larly, Viney's statement that 'the 
climax of female sexuality is giving 
birth ... .' (p. 65) can be interestingly 
juxtaposed to Ruth Riddick's 1990 
pamphlet, 'The right to choose: ques
tions of feminist morality'. Riddick's 
work is particularly relevant to those 
interested in learning about the 
ways in which issues surrounding 
reproductive rights have galvanized 
women in the Republic. Readers 
might remember, however, Long
ley's suggestion that this very issue 
(reproductive rights in the south) 
has had the effect of eliding others 
(the construction of the nation). 

As A Dozen Lips indicates, one 
pamphlet dedicated to an in-depth 
discussion of a particular concern of 
Irish women is stimulating and 
thought-provoking, but a combi
nation of twelve of these documents 
is truly spectacular. Taken as a 
whole, the collection suggests the 
extent to which women in Ireland 
are talking to one another and at the 
same time signalling the trajectory 
in feminist thought in the Republic 
oflreland and Northern Ireland. 

Megan Sullivan 

be useful for those who are also black, 
female and have survived child sex
ual abuse'. Thus begins Melba Wil
son's introduction to Crossing the 
Boundary. Wilson's aim in writing 
this book is that it will help her to 
come 'to terms with the sexual re
lationship which occurred more than 
thirty years ago between [her] father 
and [hersel£1; and help other Black 
women who have similar experiences 
to be able to do the same.' 

In Britain very little research 
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has been carried out on sexual abuse 
and Black women. To date much of 
the existing work on this subject has 
come from America. The available 
research indicates that the incidence 
of abuse occurs about as commonly in 
the Black communities as it does in 
the white communities. Yet it does 
not get talked about. Often the reason 
for not speaking out is the fear of 
exposing the Black community to 
stereotypical judgements by white 
people. Melba Wilson writes from the 
conviction that the taboo against 
speaking out must be broken. 

In this book Wilson does not aim 
to produce statistical data on the 
incidence of sexual abuse in Black 
communities. She interviewed about 
twelve - mainly Mrican-Caribbean 
women. The reader is not told how 
many Asians were interviewed and 
how the interviewees were selected. 
Wilson also includes secondary infor
mation-ideasofthosewhoworkwith 
Black women survivors, as well as 
any research on Black women survi
vors. She challenges theories of the 
Black family that emerged out of the 
Euro-American frame of reference. 
She articulates Black feminist phil
osophy, principles and theory, cre
ating the framework for a Black 
feminist understanding of child sex
ualabuse. 

Through careful analysis of the 
autobiographical and fictional work 
ofBlack women writers such as Maya 
Angelou, Alice Walker, Buchi 
Emecheta, Joan Riley and Opal Pal
mer Adisa on incest and the voices of 
individual women, Wilson challenges 
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consistently provided a persistent 

the myth that sexual abuse does not 
happen in the Black communities. 
The book also raises important issues 
in relation to the curious anomaly 
Black women are caught in. On the 
one hand, sexual abuse is not sup
posed to exist in Black communities: 
this brings about a reluctance to raise 
it as an issue. On the other hand, 
sexual abuse exists to such an extent 
that it is almost considered normal by 
many inside the Black community. 

If I have a major criticism, it is 
the treatment of Black people as a 
monolithic group. There is a need to 
explore the similarities and differ
ences between Black women survi
vors of Asian and Mrican-Caribbean 
origin. This will further our under
standing of the ways in which cul
tural influences lead to sexual abuse 
and the implications of incest within 
the different communities. 

The final section provides a 
useful list of resources which are 
invaluable for Black women survi
vors of incest and child sexual abuse. 

This book is long overdue. The 
amount of work published for, by and 
about Black women is totally negli
gible and Black women's voices have 
gone unheard. Melba Wilson gives a 
voice to Black women survivors of 
incest and child sexual abuse. 

The book will be of interest to a 
wide audience. It merits extensive 
readership and debate. It should be 
able to achieve both, not least because 
of its accessible and thought
provoking style. 

Lena Robinson 

and powerful voice on behalf of the 
overwhelming structural poverty 
faced by many women raising chil
dren in our society and this book is 
particularly timely in the present 
climate of 'lone-parent bashing' 
which is reaching astonishing and 
totally unacceptable proportions by 
the present government. 

Using sources such as social 
surveys, official statistics and subjec-


