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suggests that these psychological 
discourses both transformed and 
facilitated the class-based as much 
as the heterosexual conventions 
through which the narrative moves. 
Helen Taylor's superb reading of 
Gone With The Wind forcefully 
interrogates white feminists' 
celebration of the novel's pleasur
ableness. She emphasizes its pre
dominantly racist significance by 
showing how book and film formed a 
crucial part of the white South's 
racist cultural identity in the 1930s 
- an identity based on the evocation 
of post-bellum reconstruction -
while mapping on to this a subtle 
exploration of Scarlett's shifting 
identity as a heroine. Ann Rosalind 
Jones builds on recent work on Mills 
and Boon; and in discussing the 
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Women have entered the so-called 
micro-electronic revolution as the 
operators of equipment and machin
ery that has been researched, de
signed, marketed and maintained 
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ways in which these stories recuper
ate elements of contemporary femin
ism even as they concede to them, 
she raises the question that looms 
over the whole of this book, the 
question which Michele Roberts's 
witty imaginary dialogue with 
Christine de PUan explicitly d~ 
bates: can the romance be appropri
ated for feminism while acknowledg
ing that its underlying narrative 
sets up a logic of desire that always 
hinges on domination and sub
ordination? I really liked the way in 
which Michele Roberts approached 
this question, but her provisional 
solution - to write a lesbian sado
masochist romance - left me far 
from convinced. 

Jenny Taylor 

overwhelmingly by men. The major
ity of women do not share in the 
knowledge, enjoyment, power, pros
pects or the money that technical 
competence bestows upon its posses
sor. Thus Cynthia Cockburn's skil
fully researched and beautifully 
crafted study leaves us in no doubt 
that women's lack of technical skills 
and control over technology is a 
feminist issue. 

Surely it was predicted that the 
light, clean and largely sedentary 
labour process of the micro
electronic age was going to allow 
women gently to move in on tradi
tional strongholds of male employ
ment? Not so. Through Cynthia 
Cockburn's three case studies rep~ 
senting different technologies, · we 
see how the sexual division of labour 
is simply reproduced with the intro
duction of new technologies. Women 
not only continue to be crowded into 
a narrow band of occupations, but 
their jobs predominantly require 
little or no technological com~ 
tence, whereas men hang on to those 
jobs which do. So how come men 
have managed to maintain their 
near complete monopoly over tech
nical skills? 

Cockburn argues it is not simply a 
matter of men accruing lots of 
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advantages at home and at work 
from maintaining the status quo. 
Her interviews with men and 
women indicate how technology is 
very much a part of our gendered 
identities. Men 'tinker' with vacuum 
cleaners at home (in the garden 
shed?) as well as at work. Women 
use vacuum cleaners (an awful lot) 
but advance upon them with a 
screwdriver at their peril. And it is 
these identities, Cockburn argues, 
which are continually reproduced in 
the very technology itself. The 
time-lag between the introduction of 
an apparently 'gender neutral' tech
nological innovation and its acquir
ing a gender can be very short. For 
instance, the introduction of compu
ters in schools did not, Cockburn 
argues, have little boys and girls 
fooled for very long: 'boys soon elbow 
themselves forward and the major
ity of girls retire from the field' 
(p.170). 

When women move in numbers 
into areas of work previously de
fined as male, men - it is argued -
will move sideways and upwards, 
thus maintaining the sexual and 
technical segregation of jobs to their 
advantage. The solitary woman 
venturing into a male preserve of 
technical skill is likely to be viewed 
as a threat and treated accordingly. 

Finally, the book confronts the 
question of how the male monopoly 
of technology and technical skills 
can be broken. Cockburn argues 
that however necessary women-only 
training schemes are, they do not 
constitute a sufficient device in 
themselves for implementing signifi
cant changes. She points to the need 
to break down the boundaries that 
men have been able to draw and 
redraw around certain niches in the 
labour process, and how provision 
must be made for 'low-skill' workers 
(read women) to gain promotion and 
technical training on and off the job. 
Many of these changes would also 
require the feminization of trade 
unions: how different trade union 
demands would be if women and 
their interests were properly repre-

sented. In addition, women will 
remain reluctant to enter male 
strongholds if they continue to be 
met with hostility and harassment. 
Cockburn cites a particularly har
rowing case of a young woman 
engineer being told by a male 
colleague that 'the only things that 
have changed since you came here 
are the graffiti on the toilet walls' -
meaning that the obscenities were 
now addressed to her personally. 

But would all of this radically 
change the nature of the relations of 
technology as we currently know 
them? By this I mean that technolo
gy is not only an aspect of male 
power, but also an aspect of class 
power. Do women really want to 
step into men's shoes in order to 
exploit other women and men and 
help develop and create technolo
gies, energy systems and weapons 
that may impoverish, damage or be 
used to kill other living creatures on 
the planet that we share? I think 
not, and certainly this is not the 
route that Cynthia Cockburn is 
proposing we launch ourselves 
down. The Machinery of Dominance 
she says tantalizingly little about 
how we will 'bring men down to 
earth, domesticate technology and 
reforge the link between making 
and nurturing' (p.257), but to con
front those issues would require 
another book. 

At a time when women are 
struggling to keep their feet on the 
lowest rungs of the job ladder, such 
issues can easily be dismissed as a 
'luxury', but it is vital that our vision 
of an alternative reality takes shape 
and form in concrete demands. 
Cynthia Cockburn has completely 
recast the debate over the control of 
technology, supplying a necessary 
and long-overdue feminist correc
tive. For many of us her work 
constitutes some of the most original 
and important contributions to 
feminist analyses of contemporary 
society. We look forward to reading 
the next instalment! 

Annie Phizacklea 
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