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the Kleinian tradition and social 
welfare and child guidance before the 
war for their possible effects on the 
development of a psychodynamic 
approach oriented towards the 
'problem family', the 'deprived child' 
or the 'juvenile thief. It seems highly 
probable that the post-war expansion 
of social welfare for dealing with 
various forms of social deviance may 
have played an important role in the 
eventual widespread acceptance of 
Bowlbyism, or a particular idea of the 
normal mother-child relationship. 

If this is so it may be relevant to a 
further change which needs explo
ration. The book's title War in the 
Nursery is taken from a similarly 
titled article in the 1944 edition ofthe 
British Medical Journal. This warns 
against the dangers of nursery 
placement in terms of the 'natural' 
aggression which may be unleashed. 
'Destructive impulses let loose in the 
war may serve to fan the flame of 
aggression natural to the nursery 
age. . . the Age of Resistance may 
thus be prolonged to adult life in the 
form of bitterness, irresponsibility, or 
delinquency' (p1). Direct parallels, 
then, are drawn between the aggres
sion associated with war and the 
innate aggression of individuals, a 
powerful example of social-psychic 
reductionism. But what has 
happened since, to how and where 
aggression is thought in relation
ships between mothers and 
babies? Although Bowlby's earlier 
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Bea Campbell's book Wigan Pier 
Revisited is, as the title suggests, a 
remake of the journey undertaken by 
George Orwell in the 1930s, during 
which he investigated and reported 
on the North of England's working 
class. This 1980s revisit has been 
prompted, in part, by the inevitable 
parallels that run between these two 

writings assume instinctual 
aggression, it does not figure with 
any centrality in his psychological 
theory of Attachment. Nor does the 
notion of infants' aggression towards 
their mothers, or their mother's 
aggression towards them, figure in 
the image of the mother-child couple 
who must avoid separation at all 
costs. What was, in Kleinian theory, 
part and parcel of the inevitable 
struggle of development is now, 
perhaps, pathologized, rendered 
unexaminable, or as a danger-signal 
to child abuse. Klein's theoretical 
statement of the problematic is 
clearly restrictive for all the reasons 
which Denise Riley gives. But of 
questions currently facing feminism 
and socialism, the issues raised by 
aggression are central ones. Within a 
socialized biology of which she 
speaks, it is as imperative to embrace 
aggression, its social and psychic 
ramifications, its production and 
reproduction, as it is to include 
wants, needs, pleasures and desires. 

Cathy Urwin 
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decades of capitalist recession. Fifty 
years on, high levels of unemploy
ment, ever-increasing poverty, poor 
housing and urban decay, still make 
up the 'landscape' of this journey. 
However, this book is not just an up
dating of Orwell's social and political 
commentary, it is a critique of it. Bea 
Campbell persuasively demonstrates 
how Orwell's inspection of the 
working class was hindered by his 
upper-class background, his highly 
individualistic and moralistic 
socialism and his definition of the 
working class as being men only. 



This new journey is very different 
from Orwell's. It takes in some new 
towns- notably Coventry, which in 
the space of thirty years has lived 
through boom and slump. As a 
feminist, Bea Campbell has been 
concerned to foreground the 
experiences of women within the 
conditions of the working class, and 
unlike Orwell, she was born into this 
North of England working class, and 
her journey is not just an observation 
but a kind of 'roots' trip as well. 

Wigan Pier Revisited gives us a 
potent account of working-class lives 
in the context of mass unemployment, 
poverty and political disorganization. 
It provides graphic illustrations of 
what it is like to exist in appalling 
housing conditions and to be depen
dent on social security benefit. It is a 
means-tested poverty which is not 
really an existence at all. This book is 
not only a social commentary 
however. It is at the level of political 
commentary that the writing really 
hots up to provide a blistering indict
ment of left politics and the labour 
movement in Britain. In assaulting 
us with the detail of some of the social 
problems of recession, homelessness, 
teenage motherhood, long-term un
employment and men's violence 
against women, Bea Campbell alerts 
us to the fact that these are funda
mentally political problems. Not only 
has socialism and the labour move
ment failed to address such problems 
but it has actually suppressed them 
by defining the 'real' politics around 
the interests of waged males. 

She states that socialism in Britain 
'has been swept off its feet by the· 
magic of masculinity, muscle and 
machinery' and created a form of 
solidarity which is founded on the 
exclusion of women. Her chapter on 
coal miners, the archetype for this 
male bonding, is excellent. Whilst 
much of this argument is not new 
since feminists, especially Bea 
Campbell herself, have long been 
critical of men's exclusionary political 
practices, the material of this book 
adds up to a considerable substan
tiation of that feminist critique and 
underlines the awful penalties that 
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men themselves have now accrued 
through their narrow, short-sighted 
economism. The problem, in part, is 
that men have long stopped imagin
ing their control over work and have 
settled for a 'breadwinner's' wage, 
which may give some men a relative 
privilege within the wage system but 
this has led working-class politics 
into deep conservatism. Recession, 
mass unemployment and Thatcherism 
now confront men with the fact that 
wage bargaining is not a political 
strategy. It is now of little more use to 
men than it has ever been to women. 

Bea Campbell makes it clear that 
what the working class needs in 
Thatcher's Britain are forms of 
organization which represent a 'leap 
of the political intellect' and imagi
nation. A politics which represents, 
moreover, a highly differentiated 
working class; male and female; 
black and white; young and old and 
waged and unwaged - just for 
starters. She also makes it clear that 
existing forms of organization are 
unlikely to provide even the seeds of 
such political vision. If the trade 
union movement is hemmed in by its 
economism, then the Labour Party 
can hardly move for the weight of its 
organization as a Party of Govern
ment. It is not a party built on mass 
political participation and this 
narrowness effectively disenfran
chizes huge sections of the working 
class. 

Given the power of Wigan Pier 
Revisited, it seems almost churlish to 
make criticisms. Yet there are flaws 
which can be used to undermine it. 
Very early on in the book, Bea 
Campbell gets herself into a rather 
dodgy position by setting herself up 
as better than Orwell because of her 
working-class pedigree and her 
greater sensitivity to, and humility 
for, the subjects of the book. Now I do 
think her account is more insightful 
than Orwell's but because her 
socialist and feminist analysis is 
more developed, rather than because 
of a lifetime of council-house tenancy. 
Also her reluctance to be an inter
loper and voyeur is understandable, 
it is an agony every committed writer 
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goes through. Yet the political 
intervention of this book is so good 
precisely because Bea Campbell is so 
present within it. It is not a humble 
book and it can seem disingenuous to 
deny the control of the author. 

All told, however, Be a Campbell is 
one of the most creative political 
thinkers that we have. Her book is 
depressing, challenging and impor
tant. 

Angela Coyle 
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'It is time to add the missing dyna
mic in history- men's power, and 
women's resistance.' (p 3) 

This is the basic premise on which 
this book rests, both in its practical 
sections on the origins of feminist 
history groups and how to set one 
up, and in the essays which com
prise the main body of the book. So 
far, the authors claim in the intro
duction, feminist historians have 
tended to look at the lives of 'Great 
Women' (or 'ordinary women'), or 
else look at the victimization of 
women, or use a marxist analysis 
which brings women's oppression 
back to capitalism: all useful in their 
own way, butnoneofwhichexplores 
this 'missing dynamic', or investi
gates how our oppression works or 
how men's power over women has 
been adapted or maintained. 

It is this unity of approach rather 
than any unity of subject matter 
that holds the book together. The 
eleven essays are divided into four 
sections - sexual violence, domestic 
ideology, women in public life and 
sexuality- but within these sections 
a diverse range of topics is covered, 
from female emigration to the New 
World, to attitudes towards rape in 
the nineteenth century and a seven-

teenth-century programme for the 
healthy living of sectarians; some 
bring new perspectives on old ques
tions, others explore previously ig
nored subjects. The authors are 
quite explicit about why and how 
they want to write about these topics: 
'our link with contemporary politi
cal struggles gives our work as 
historians a special edge, because 
our analysis is constantly being 
reworked and developed' (p 1). It is 
intended, then, to contribute to fem
inist as well as historical debate, 
investigating areas that change and 
are changed by current perspectives, 
rather than being a series of 'objec
tive' historical essays. 

In many of the essays these con
nexions with the present are all too 
apparent. Sheila Jeffreys, for exam
ple, writes of the reaction against 
late nineteenth-century feminism as 
represented by the sex reform move
ment, where the castigation of 
women living without men as frigid, 
prudes, or simply as going against 
nature was no less common than it is 
today. Similar parallels and compa
risons are evident in other articles, 
such as Alison Oram's investigation 
of the introduction of a marriage bar 
in the teaching profession in the 
1920s, or Barbara Brookes' essay on 
abortion, both of which provide a 
useful background and context to 
current attitudes. 

It is this sense of connexion of past 
with present that is the strength of 
the book, and this interaction has 
obviously had repercussions not 
only for the way the present is seen, 
but also for how the past has been 
approached. Whilst we are accus
tomed to thinking of the current 
relations between women and men 
as being in a constant state of 
change, this book makes clear how 
this has always been so: not a simple 
fixed pattern of power/oppression, 
but a fluctuating, interrelating dy
namic. At times, though, I felt this 
sense of interconnectedness could 
have been taken further into the 
actual structure of the essays, that 
there was some tentativeness in the 
style that inhibited the power of the 


