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Window on the World

This issue of Window on the World reviews research institutes and civil society organizations
working in the field of democracy and development.

Accountability Initiative

http://www.accountabilityindia.in/
Accountability Initiative (AI) is a research group that focuses on tracking government
planning, budgeting and decision-making systems in key social sector programmes with
a view to strengthening public debate on issues of governance, institutions and
accountability for public services. AI draws on this research to bridge the gap between
evidence and action by seeking to engage citizens in conducting tracking exercises,
developing structured capacity building courses on public administration and account-
ability and seeking partnerships with government to develop models for strengthening
public expenditure management and local planning.

The Accountability Lab

http://www.accountabilitylab.org/
The Accountability Lab partners with civil society organizations in the developing world to
build sustainable tools and innovative approaches to bolster accountability. The organiza-
tion works to generate cost-effective relationships based on trust and cooperation rather
than co-optation and dependency. The lab listens to problems related to accountability,
and analyses core concerns within specific contexts through careful outreach. It also
recognizes valuable accountability practices across countries and builds partnerships to
deploy new tools, with an emphasis on experimentation and learning from failure.

African Centre for Cities

http://www.africancentreforcities.net
African Centre for Cities facilitates critical urban research and policy discourses for the
promotion of vibrant, democratic and sustainable urban development in the Global
South from an African perspective. The centre was established in response to growing
global recognition of the importance of cities as hubs of social and political participation.
It brings together researchers from across multiple disciplines to provide new insights
into critical social processes such as exclusion and conflict in the modern city.

Association Initiative Urbaine de Hay Mohammedi

http://www.iuhm.org/
The Urban Initiative of Hay Mohammedi (IUHM) is a bottom-up initiative founded by
inhabitants of Hay Mohammedi, one of the most deprived parts of Casablanca, in 2002.
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IUHM actively enhances people’s participation in
education through alphabetization courses, lan-
guage courses and the acquirement of professional
skills. In addition, IUHM has vitalized cultural life in
the area by proposing not only events for children
but also dance, theatre or music activities for older
participants. IUHM represents an exciting way of
strengthening social integration in one of the most
disintegrated urban quarters of Morocco and can be
further seen as a good alternative or supplement to
large scale programmes such as the Villes Sans
Bidonvilles (Cities without Shantytowns).

British Institute in Eastern Africa

http://www.biea.ac.uk
The British Institute in Eastern Africa is a regis-
tered UK charity that exists to promote innovative
social science research within the wider region of
eastern Africa. It offers financial support and
logistical assistance to research projects, and runs
a seminar series with regular contributions from
researchers investigating processes of social and
political change in urban East Africa, including
past contributions from researchers investigating
practices of association and participation in infor-
mal communities.

Center for Integrative Conservation
Research

http://cicr.ovpr.uga.edu/
The Center for Integrative Conservation Research
(CICR) engages in research and teaching on
conservation and sustainability. CICR promotes
an integrative approach that utilizes insights and
methodologies from across the social and ecologi-
cal sciences. Through research, teaching and
support of the Integrative Conservation PhD
Programme, CICR seeks to emphasize the social
and ecological trade-offs that are associated with
managing complex systems and responding to
contemporary environmental challenges, and to
engage with policy and practitioner communities
to support effective and equitable solutions to
these trade-offs.

Center for the Study of Governance
Innovation

http://governanceinnovation.org/wordpress/
The first of its kind in Africa and based at the
University of Pretoria in South Africa, the Center
for the Study of Governance Innovation (GovInn) is
a research institute dedicated solely to innovation in
governance. As an ‘intellectual inn’ with focus on
‘new economic paradigms’ – the bottom-up
approach of governance known as ‘governance of
the commons’ human security and bottom-up
regionalism – the institute is affiliated with research
think-tanks from around the world and works on
cutting-edge research projects that facilitate innova-
tive thinking and innovation in governance and
development issues. GovInn is also affiliated with the
‘Global Wellbeing lab’, a think-tank that gathers
innovators from government, business and civil
society, and aims to inform a paradigm shift from
narrow measurements of success (such as profit or
growth) to broader measurements aimed at sustain-
able wellbeing for both society and the environment.

Centre of Social Development in Africa

https://ujdigispace.uj.ac.za/handle/10210/8264
The Centre of Social Development in Africa (CSDA),
established in 2003, is a partnership-driven research
institution situated in the Department of Social
Work at the University of Johannesburg, with a
focus on social development issues in the Southern
African Region. CSDA’s research approach is
focused on collaboration with local field-based part-
ners, resulting in research that combines the knowl-
edge and expertise of the research community with
the real-world experiences and knowledge of their
associated partners. As such, much of their research
is embedded in local communities by means of
partnership, with a focus on issues of social and
child welfare, gender, and empowerment.

Colectivo por la Protección de la Provincia
de Sugamuxi

https://sites.google.com/site/colectivosugamuxi/
home
Developed as a collective action platform, this
collective is based in the city of Sogamoso, working
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across the Sugamuxi valley. The collective sup-
ports other local municipal groups, fostering regio-
nal collective action through exercises in
participatory social cartography. The collective
uses graffiti and cartoon pamphlets to communi-
cate with and reach the peasantry, and draw
on local traditional music (a genre known as
carranga, based on improvized lyrics) to support
their work in political meetings and public/private
hearings, crafting easy-to-remember messages and
encouraging new members to join.

Coordinadora de las Organizaciones
Indígena de la Cuenca Amazónica

http://www.coica.org.ec/
Coordinadora de las Organizaciones Indígena de la
Cuenca Amazónica is a pan-Amazonian indigen-
ous confederation that brings together the
national indigenous federations of eight countries
of the Amazon basin. Its goal is to generate
policies, proposals and actions at a local, national
and international level, aimed at promoting the
equitable development of Amazonia through coor-
dination, dialogue and strategic alliances with
both public and private actors.

Enda Maghreb

http://www.enda.org.ma
Enda Maghreb is the Moroccan branch of the
international NGO Enda, located in Dakar, Sene-
gal. Since the 1990s, Enda Maghreb has concen-
trated on the most vulnerable parts of the
Moroccan population – in the countryside and in
the urban slums – fighting against poverty, sup-
porting human development and promoting envir-
onmental sustainability. Enda Maghreb follows a
people-centred approach to local participation,
providing follow-up support after resettlement that
helps people to generate new revenues, paying
special attention to women and young people.

Fundación Montecito

http://www.fundacionmontecito.org/
Founded by a local scholar, this non-for-profit
organization has succeeded in bridging technical

knowledge with local know-how on ecosystems,
and presenting that knowledge as research pro-
ducts and technical appraisals in legal cases and
participatory spaces. The foundation has devel-
oped campaigns on water management, waste
recycling, guided ecotourism and ‘nudity activism’

by mimicking traditional indigenous rituals in the
lake including naked swims and fertility dances.

International Corporate Governance
Network

https://icgn.org/
The International Corporate Governance Network
(ICGN) is an investor-led organization of govern-
ance professionals. ICGN’s mission is to inspire and
promote effective standards of corporate govern-
ance to advance efficient markets and economies
world-wide through three core activities: influen-
cing policy, connecting peers and informing dialo-
gue among corporate governance professionals.

Institute for Justice and Reconciliation

http://www.ijr.org.za/
The Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR)
was launched in the aftermath of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in South Africa, with
the aim of ensuring the entrenchment of the
lessons learnt during the transition from the apart-
heid era. The institute focuses on building a fair,
democratic and inclusive society in South Africa.

Institute of Directors Southern Africa
(IODSA)

http://www.iodsa.co.za/
The Institute of Directors Southern Africa (IODSA)
is a non-profit company that represents directors,
professionals, business leaders and those charged
with governance duties in their individual capa-
cities in southern Africa. IODSA is the publisher of
the King Reports on corporate governance and the
secretariat for the Code for Responsible Investing
in South Africa (CRISA).
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Media Institute of Southern Africa

http://www.misamalawi.org
The Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) is a
Malawian-based media NGO created to promote
and defend press freedom as a pillar of democracy.
Overall, the organization’s goal is to influence
positive media policy development to ensure a
conducive environment for the practice of journal-
ism and the operation of a viable, independent and
sustainable media. Since its establishment in
1996, MISA has been championing the cause of
press freedom by monitoring press freedom viola-
tions and promoting favourable media govern-
ment policies.

National Centre for Advocacy Studies

http://www.ncasindia.org/
The National Centre for Advocacy Studies (NCAS)
is a social change resource centre working with
social action groups, public interest professionals,
and people from all over India and the Global
South. NCAS engages a participatory, people-
centred policy that enables people of all levels of
society to advocate for human rights and social
justice.

Public Affairs Committee

http://www.pacmw.org
Public Affairs Committee (PAC) is a civil society,
interfaith organization made up of the main
Protestant, Catholic and Muslim religious groups
in Malawi. It operates in the areas of good
governance and human rights. PAC is Malawi’s
oldest civil society group that emerged at the
height of Malawi’s transition from a one party
system of government to multi-party democracy
in the 1990s. It was led by religious leaders
and included political pressure groups that advo-
cated for multi-party politics, leading to Malawi’s
first democratic elections in 1994. The main goal
of PAC is to consolidate democracy, human
rights and the rule of law. This is done through
awareness and advocacy activities, lobbying and
meeting with policymakers, producing public

statements on political developments and com-
munity-based trainings.

ShareAction

http://www.shareaction.org/
ShareAction was launched in 2005 and has since
built a strong track record of persuading major
investors to increase shareholder activism on
environmental, social and governance issues.
Today, it is recognized in the UK as the leading
NGO monitoring and engaging with the invest-
ment industry.

South African Institute for Advanced
Constitutional, Public, Human Rights and
International Law

http://www.saifac.org.za/
The South African Institute for Advanced Consti-
tutional, Public, Human Rights and International
Law (SAIFAC), based at the University of Johan-
nesburg, aims to foster collaboration and engage-
ment between academics and members of the legal
community across South Africa and internation-
ally, and to advance constitutionalism, human
rights and the rule of law in Southern Africa.

Southern Africa Labour and
Development Research Unit

http://www.saldru.uct.ac.za
The Southern Africa Labour and Development
Research Unit (SALDRU), founded in 1975 and
located in the School of Economics at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, conducts research in the field of
microeconomics with a strong focus on empirical
research. Its main focus is on social policy, labour
markets, human capital, poverty and inequality.
SALDRU is a broad umbrella organization for other
projects covering a wide scope from active policy
projects to data gathering projects. SALDRU strives
to promote evidence-based research that is rele-
vant for policy and provides checks and balances in
the South African context.
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Principles for Responsible Investment

http://www.unpri.org/
The United Nations-supported Principles for
Responsible Investment (PRI) Initiative is an
international network of investors working
together to put the six Principles for Responsible
Investment into practice. Its goal is to under-
stand the implications of sustainability for inves-
tors and support signatories to incorporate these
issues into their investment decision-making and
ownership practices. It is believed that imple-
menting the PRI will contribute to the develop-
ment of a more sustainable global financial
system.

Venezuela Analysis

http://venezuelanalysis.com/
Venezuela Analysis (VA) is an independent, non-
profit group committed to publishing up-to-date
news and in-depth analysis on Venezuelan politics.
Its website is a place for contributors including

activists, academics and the general public to
share their opinion and to debate the achieve-
ments and challenges of the Bolivarian Revolution.
The site has become an invaluable resource of
English-language investigative journalism and
commentary on the Revolution.

Venezuela Solidarity Campaign

http://www.venezuelasolidarity.co.uk/
The Venezuela Solidarity Campaign (VSC) is the
leading UK voice on the Bolivarian Revolution.
Their activism coordinates lobbying for the fair
international treatment of Venezuela and seeks to
address misrepresentations of the country’s politi-
cal situation in the private media. VSC events bring
together scholars and activists from all over Latin
America and the world to discuss lessons from the
Venezuelan people and their experiences with 21st
Century Socialism.

Compiled by Ben Radley
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