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Gerwani’s political position threatened conservative powers in Indonesia. The depth of this perceived threat helps to explain the fury that was unleashed upon them after October 1965. In this chapter I analyse the shifts in Gerwani’s ‘political’ position by focusing on its relationship with the PKI and President Sukarno. Even by its own definition Gerwani entered a male domain by engaging in national politics, thus violating traditional ideas of womanhood which, as we have seen, constrain women to the ‘social’ domain. From 1954 through to 1965 Gerwani defined itself as a non-party political organization. Only in 1965, when the Government instructed all groups to choose a political partner within the Nasakom formula, was Gerwani forced into an affiliation with the PKL However, this decision was taken in the January 1965 plenaiy session and could only be ratified by the congress scheduled for December 1965.
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            Now we are no longer

            just giving birth to worker soldiers.

            We too are worker soldiers.

            No longer just wives of people’s heroes,

            we too are people’s heroes

          


            And when the fortresses of absolute time are smashed

            and workers’ power stands proudly in our land

            we shall no longer only tend the graves

            read the prayers and weep for the dead

            we shall be part of the foremost ranks.

            Freedom by Sugiarti (Lekra 1962: 66)
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