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At the fifth Fairtrade Towns conference in Malmö, the founder of the first Fairtrade Town, Bruce Crowther, read an emotive extract from Harriet Lamb’s Fighting the Banana Wars and Other Fairtrade Battles (2008), which told of how a woman named Maria from Costa Rica had lost her baby because he was born with deformities, owing to the widespread use of pesticides on banana plantations in the 1980s (see Lamb, 2008: 6–7). After finishing this extract, Crowther turned to the audience and asked, after hearing this, ‘how can one possibly go out and buy a banana that isn’t fair-trade?’
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