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                                    Abstract
COME BACK, AFRICA opens with a still image of a seemingly disused building. The camera pans from high angle shots, showing a montage of high-rise buildings. After a shift to an unconnected part of the city, the doorway of a slum house, the film segues to a morning scene of the hustle and bustle of Johannesburg. Here, unsophisticated and bewildered African migrants walk down the street, their Induna (headman) in the lead. A close up of one of the men, Zacharia Mgabi, reveals his confusion as he lifts up his eyes to examine the towering buildings around him. He marches somberly with his fellow migrants. A legend appears against these visuals:


              This film was made secretly in order to portray the true conditions of life in South Africa today. There are no professional actors in this drama of the fate of a man and his country. This is the story of Zacharia one of the thousands of Africans forced off the land by the regime and to the gold mines.

            


The migrants are now in the outskirts of the city. They walk toward a mineshaft that appears ahead. In a mine hostel scene, we learn of Zacharia’s famine-induced migration to the city and the false promises of good pay. To his surprise, a litany of prohibitive laws stands in Zacharia’s way to find better work in the city. Luckily, he finds a job as a domestic servant for Mrs. Myrtle, a shrewish white lady. After an altercation, Mrs. Myrtle summarily dismisses Zacharia.
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                            Notes
	Rogosin later made films about the black experiences in the United States, namely: Black Roots (1970), Black Fantasy (1972), and Woodcutters of the Deep South (1973). See Lionel Rogosin, Come Back Africa: Lionel Rogosin, A Man Possessed, trans. Peter Davis (Johannesburg: STE Publishers, 2004), 12.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See Davis, In Darkest Hollywood: Exploring the Jungles of Cinema’s South Africa (Athens and Randburg: Ohio University Press and Ravan Press, 1996), 50.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	About the adventurous nature of black journalism in the “Drum era,” see Lewis Nkosi, Home and Exile (London: Longmans, 1965), 12. Through its focus on the life of one of the Drum writers, Henry Nxumalo, the film, Drum (2005), by Zola Maseko, also reflects on the dangers of political journalism in the period.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	The tendency to model black-centered films on the popular black press was well and alive in this era. It can also be found in Zonk! (1950) a film based on a variety show and a magazine for black readership called Zonk!: African People’s Pictorial. About Zonk!, see Jacqueline Maingard, South African National Cinema (Oxon and New York: Routledge, 2007), 91.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	About the uneasy relationship between the tsotsis and the Sophiatown intellectuals and the latter’s identification with the former, see William B. Modisane, Blame Me on History, (Johannesburg: AD Donker, 1986), 67.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	For an explication of communicative rationality, see Jurgen Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action: Reason and the Rationalization of Society, (Volume 1), English Trans. Thomas McCarthy. (Boston: Beacon Press, 1984), 85–101.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See also Kenneth Hey. “Come Back Africa (1959), Another Look,” Film and History 10, (1980): 61–66.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See also Isabel Balseiro and Ntongela Masilela, eds., To Change Reels: Film and Film Culture in South Africa (Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 2003), 111.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See Walter Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History,” in Levi N., and Rothberg M. ed., Holocaust: Theoretical Readings (Newbrunswick: Rutgers University Press, and Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2003), 277.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	I use the term “consecration” to refer to the scholars’ authorial conferment of status on the film. Formulated by Bourdieu as a part of his Field Theory, the term originally referred to the conferment of legitimacy on an individual, by an established figure in a particular field of work. See Pierre Bourdieu, “The Field of Cultural Production, or the Economic World Reversed,” Poetics 12: 4–5(1983): 311–356.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	See also Bourdieu, “The Specificity of the Scientific Field,” in Lemert, C, ed. French Sociology Rupture and Renewal Since 1968. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), 257–292.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bettelheim was a psychoanalyst and Nazi holocaust survivor whose writings were motivated and informed by his experiences in Nazi war camps. The aspect of his work, to which Hey alludes, concerns his theory that in response to their experiences in the camps, some Jewish prisoners underwent “a regression to infantile behaviour.” See for example, Christian Fleck and Albert Muller, “Bruno Bettelheim and the Concentration Camps,” Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences, 33:1. (Winter 1997): 1–37. Elkins is a novelist, essayist, and historian. His Slavery: A Problem in American Institutional and Intellectual Life (1959) closely represents Hey’s reference to Elkins’ discussion of “infantilism.” The book is a comparative historical work on the institution of slavery in the United States and Latin America, but considers other contexts that instance the exercise of absolute power. According to one of its reviewers, Henry Simms, in Elkins’ book, “the slavery system of the United States and the concentration camps in Germany are represented as analogous in portraying the infantilising tendencies of absolute power.” See Simms, Review of Elkins’ Slavery: A Problem in American Institutional and Intellectual Life, The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 329: 1 (1960): 201. See also Elkins, Slavery: A Problem in American Institutional and Intellectual Life, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959).
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