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In her first letter to Abelard, Heloise equates marriage with chains, preferring instead to be his concubine.1 Her rejection of wedlock was not unusual. Marriage, for many medieval women, was a state to be avoided. In this chapter and the next, I examine four women writers of this period who critique the institution in terms that are economic, either literally or metaphorically. They object on many fronts, but have in common the idea that once wed, women lose their freedom.
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