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                    Abstract
Technical authors occasionally lament the time and effort engineers put into word processing their contributions. They spend inordinate amounts of time, as the authors describe it, not only on their written compositions, but also on using special word processing features to ‘prettify’ them. It seems they cannot resist using special fonts, unusual table styles, and other layouts to present their work. Inevitably, when the various pieces are collected from different members of the design team and collated by the authors, the texts are stripped down, so to speak, reformatted, and reorganised to conform with the overall style and structure of the whole proposal document. Along the way, the authors may rephrase the odd sentence or rewrite whole sections, which usually receives a good reception from the engineer writers, who like to see their text improved in this way. On occasion, however, the changes they make are greeted with protests from the offended engineer writers, who clearly dislike seeing their work changed. Certainly, some engineers show a proprietary attitude towards their writing, at times ‘fiddling’ with it to return it to its original form, even when reviewing later versions of it that have been changed by the authors. This textual ‘sparring’ reveals a tension over text ownership and control, that leads to rising passions and lively exchanges (rarely acrimonious) about proposal text.
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These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.




                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this chapter

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
  
   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD 29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD 84.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD 109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD 109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book 
       
       
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only

  

 

 
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                Preview

                                
                                    
                                        Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                            PDF.

                                    
                                    Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                        PDF.

                                

                            

                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    
Authors	H. E. SalesView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Copyright information
© 2006 H. E. Sales


About this chapter
Cite this chapter
Sales, H.E. (2006).  The Presentation of Engineering Proposals.

                     In:  Professional Communication in Engineering. Palgrave Studies in Professional and Organizational Discourse. Palgrave Macmillan, London. https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230625143_7
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230625143_7

	
                            Publisher Name: Palgrave Macmillan, London

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-0-230-58013-8

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-0-230-62514-3

	eBook Packages: Palgrave Language & Linguistics CollectionEducation (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                    
    

                    
                

            
        

        
            
                
                    
                


                
                    
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this chapter

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
  
   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD 29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD 84.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD 109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book 
       
       
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD 109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book 
       
       
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only

  

 

 
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    

                


            
        

    

    
        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					100.24.116.208
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    



