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Afterword

On 27 Monday March 2000 I went to the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.
There I was part of a group from the China Development Forum, organised by
the Chinese State Council, that met with Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji. The group
included the CEOs of many global corporations, such as the American
International Group, Michelin, Shell, Rio Tinto and BP Amoco. He shook hands
with each of us. He welcomed us. Then he invited us to ask him questions. He
encouraged us to ask any questions at all: ‘I am happy to deal with any questions
you might wish to ask’.

On Tuesday 13 June 2000 I was part of a group from the 21st Century Forum that
met for an hour and a half with the Chinese Head of State, Jiang Zemin. The
group included Singapore’s former Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew, Australia’s
former Prime Minister, Sir Malcolm Fraser, Dr. Klaus Schwab, President of the
World Economic Forum, Richard Li, CEO, Pacific Century Cyberworks, Mickey
Cantor, former Secretary of Commerce of the USA, Dr Lars Ramquist, CEO,
Ericsson Group, Stephen Roach, of MSDW and Professor Laurence Lau, of
Stanford University. The foreign participants remarked on how relaxed Jiang
Zemin appeared. He talked easily and fluently about China’s historical achieve-
ments, about China’s ancient philosophy and its similarities with and differences
from ancient European philosophy. He spoke of the differences between the Greek
philosophers, Plato, Aristotle and Socrates. He enquired into the reasons for the
huge rise in the US stock market, and wished to know the causes of the ‘bubble’
and whether it was about to end. Throughout the meeting he smiled confidently.

On Thursday 30 June I walked along the Great Wall at Jiankou with Wang
Xiaoqiang and Wang Lixiong, author of Yellow Peril, a futuristic novel that
chronicles the disintegration of China. Jiankou is a remote place where the Great
Wall makes a bow-shaped turn over a series of mountainous peaks. On the wall
are inscribed the following words: ‘Here the terrain is so treacherous that even
the hawks hesitate to fly overhead.’
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