
The Santiago Commitment to Democracy and the Renewal of the 
Inter-American System. With the emergence of democratically 
elected governments throughout the continent, the OAS has 
been increasingly concerned with the preservation, protection 
and promotion of democracy. At its 21st Regular Session 
(Santiago, Chile, 1991) the OAS General Assembly adopted the 
Santiago Commitment to Democracy and the Renewal of the 
Inter-American System as well as the Protocol of Washington 
(1992) to amend the Charter by provisions of the Resolution 
1080 on representative democracy.

Declaration of Belém do Pará. At its 24th Regular Session 
(June 1994, Belém do Pará), the General Assembly adopted the 
Declaration of Belém do Pará, in which the ministers of foreign 
affairs and heads of delegation of member states declared their 
commitment to strengthening the OAS as the main hemispheric 
forum of political consensus, so that it may support: the realization 
of the aspirations of member states in promoting and consolidating 
peace, democracy, social justice and development; their decision 
to promote and deepen co-operative relations in the economic, 
social, educational, cultural, scientific, technological and political 
fields; their commitment to continue and further the dialogue on 
hemispheric security; their determination to continue to contribute 
to the objective of general and complete disarmament; their 
determination to strengthen regional co-operation to increase the 
effectiveness of efforts to combat the illicit use of narcotic drugs 
and traffic therein; their decision to co-operate in a reciprocal 
effort towards preventing and punishing terrorist acts, methods 
and practices, and the development of international law in this 
matter; and their commitment to promote economic and social 
development for the indigenous populations of their countries.

Organization. Under its Charter the OAS accomplishes its 
purposes by means of: 

(a) The General Assembly, which meets annually. 
(b) The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs, held to consider problems of an urgent nature and of 
common interest. 

(c) The Councils: The Permanent Council, which meets on a 
permanent basis at OAS headquarters and carries out decisions of 
the General Assembly, assists the member states in the peaceful 
settlement of disputes, acts as the Preparatory Committee of 
that Assembly, submits recommendations with regard to the 
functioning of the Organization, and considers the reports to 
the Assembly of the other organs. The Inter-American Council 
for Integral Development (CIDI) directs and monitors OAS 
technical co-operation programmes.

(d) The Inter-American Juridical Committee which acts as 
an advisory body to the OAS on juridical matters and promotes 
the development and codification of international law. 11 jurists, 
elected for four-year terms by the General Assembly, represent 
all the American States.

(e) The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights which 
oversees the observance and protection of human rights. Seven 
members elected for four-year terms by the General Assembly 
represent all the OAS member states.

(f) The General Secretariat, which is the central and permanent 
organ of the OAS.

(g) The Specialized Conferences, meeting to deal with special 
technical matters or to develop specific aspects of inter-American 
co-operation.

(h) The Specialized Organizations, intergovernmental 
organizations established by multilateral agreements to dis- 
charge specific functions in their respective fields of action, such 
as women’s affairs, agriculture, child welfare, Indian affairs, 
geography and history, and health.

In Sept. 2001 an Inter-American Democratic Charter was 
adopted. It sets out a simple, clear declaration: ‘The peoples of  
the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments 

have an obligation to promote and defend it.’ The Charter  
compels the OAS to take action against any member state that 
disrupts its own democratic institutions.

The Secretary-General is elected by the General Assembly 
for five-year terms. The General Assembly approves the annual 
budget which is financed by quotas contributed by the member 
governments. The budget in 2003 amounted to US$83·17m.

Headquarters: 17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C., 20006, USA.
Website: http://www.oas.org
Secretary-General: José Miguel Insulza (Chile).

Publications. Charter of the Organization of American States. 1948.—As 
Amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires in 1967 and the Protocol of 
Cartagena de Indias in 1985; The OAS and the Evolution of the Inter-
American System; Annual Report of the Secretary-General; Status of 
Inter-American Treaties and Conventions (annual).
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Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS)

Founded in 1981 when seven eastern Caribbean states signed the 
Treaty of Basseterre agreeing to co-operate with each other to 
promote unity and solidarity among the members. 
Members. Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, 
St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines. The 
British Virgin Islands and Anguilla have associate membership.
Functions. As set out in the Treaty of Basseterre: to promote 
co-operation among the member states and to defend their 
sovereignty and independence; to assist member states in 
the realization of their obligations and responsibilities to 
the international community with due regard to the role of 
international law as a standard of conduct in their relationships; 
to assist member states in the realization of their obligations and 
responsibilities to the international community with due regard 
to the role of international issues; to establish and maintain, 
where possible, arrangements for joint overseas representation 
and common services; to pursue these through its respective 
institutions by discussion of questions of common concern and 
by agreement on common action. 

OECS’ work is carried out through the office of the Director 
General which encompasses: the Legal Unit, Research and 
Communication Information Services, Functional Co-
operation Services, Overseas Diplomatic Mission, Social and 
Sustainable Development Division, Economic Affairs Division 
and Corporate Service Division. These oversee the work of a 
number of specialized institutions, work units and projects  
in four countries. There is an OECS secretariat in St Lucia,  
which is comprised of several operating units, responsible for the 
following functions: Education and Human Resource Develop-
ment, Export Development Unit, Legal Unit, Environment and 
Sustainable Development Unit, Pharmaceutical Procurement 
Service, Social Development Unit and OECS Sports Desk.

Official language: English.
Headquarters: Morne Fortune, PO Box 179, Castries, St
Lucia.
Website: http://www.oecs.org
e-mail: oecs@oecs.org
Director-General: Dr Len Ishmael (St Lucia).
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