
INTERNATIONAL MOBILE SATELLITE
ORGANIZATION (IMSO)

Founded in 1979 as the International Maritime Satellite Organization (Inmarsat) to
establish a satellite system to improve maritime communications for distress and
safety and commercial applications. Its competence was subsequently expanded to
include aeronautical and land mobile communications. Privatization, which was
completed in April 1999, transferred the business to a newly created company and
the Organization remains as a regulator to ensure that the company fulfils its public
services obligations. The company has taken the Inmarsat name and the
Organization uses the acronym IMSO. In Oct. 1999 the Organization had 86 member
parties.
Organization. The Assembly of all Parties to the Convention meets every two 
years. There is also a 22-member Council of representatives of national
telecommunications administrations as well as an executive Directorate.

Headquarters: 99 City Road, London EC1Y 1AX, UK.
Website: www.inmarsat.com
Director of the Secretariat, IMSO: Jerzy Vonau.
Chief Executive, Inmarsat Ltd: Andrew Sukawaty.

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
(IOC)

Founded in 1894 by French educator Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the International
Olympic Committee is an international non-governmental, non-profit organization
whose members act as the IOC’s representatives in their respective countries, not
as delegates of their countries within the IOC. The Committee’s main responsibility
is to supervise the organization of the summer and winter Olympic Games. It owns
all rights to the Olympic symbols, flag, motto, anthem and Olympic Games.
Aims. ‘To contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth
through sport, practised without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic
Spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity
and fair play.’
Finances. The IOC receives no public funding. Its only source of funding is from
private sectors, with the substantial part of these revenues coming from television
broadcasters and sponsors.

Address: Château de Vidy, Case Postale 356, CH–1007 Lausanne, Switzerland.
Website: http://www.olympic.org
President: Jacques Rogge (Belgium).

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR
MIGRATION (IOM)

Established in Brussels in 1951 to help solve European population and refugee
problems through migration, and to stimulate the creation of new economic
opportunities in countries lacking certain manpower. IOM is committed to the
principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. 

Members (109 as of Nov. 2004). Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina,
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belgium, Belize,
Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde,
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