
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI)
Origin. Founded in 1961 by British lawyer Peter Beneson as a one-year campaign
for the release of prisoners of conscience, Amnesty International has grown to
become a worldwide organization, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. As
defined by AI, ‘prisoners of conscience’ are people imprisoned solely because of
their political or religious beliefs, gender, or their racial or ethnic origin, who have
neither used nor advocated violence. The organization’s mandate is based on the
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

AI has over 1m. members, subscribers and regular donors in more than 100
countries. The organization is governed by a nine-member International Executive
Committee (IEC). It comprises eight volunteer members elected every two years by
an International Council comprising representatives of the worldwide movement,
and an elected member of the International Secretariat. During the 12 months to 31
March 1998 the International Secretariat had expenditure of £16,312,000.

Each year, AI produces a global report detailing human rights violations in all
regions of the world. The 2001 report, which detailed abuses during 2000, included
the fact that executions were carried out in 61 countries, people were arbitrarily
arrested and detained, or in detention without charge or trial in 72 countries, and in
125 countries people were reportedly tortured or ill-treated by security forces, police
or other state authorities.

International Secretariat: 99–119 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 3RE, UK.
Website: http://www.amnesty.org
Secretary-General: Irene Khan (Bangladesh).

INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY
(ISA)

The ISA is an autonomous international organization established under the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982 and the 1994 Agreement
relating to the implementation of Part XI of the above Convention. It came into
existence on 16 Nov. 1994 and became fully operational in June 1996.

The administrative expenses are met from assessed contributions from its
members. Membership currently numbers 138 and the budget for the biennium
2003–04 is US$10,509,700.

The Convention on the Law of the Sea covers almost all ocean space and its uses:
navigation and overflight, resource exploration and exploitation, conservation and
pollution, fishing and shipping. It entitles coastal states and inhabited islands to
proclaim a 200-mile exclusive economic zone or continental shelf (which may be
larger). Its 320 Articles and nine Annexes constitute a guide for behaviour by states
in the world’s oceans, defining maritime zones, laying down rules for drawing sea
boundaries, assigning legal rights, duties and responsibilities to States, and
providing machinery for the settlement of disputes. 
Organization. The Assembly, consisting of representatives from all member states,
is the supreme organ. The 36-member Council, elected by the Assembly, includes
the four largest importers or consumers of seabed minerals, four largest investors
in seabed minerals, four major exporters of the same, six developing countries
representing special interests and 18 members from all the geographical regions.
The Council is the executive organ of the Authority. There are also two subsidiary
bodies: the Legal and Technical Commission (currently 24 experts) and the Finance
Committee (currently 15 experts). The Secretariat serves all the bodies of the
Authority and under the 1994 Agreement is performing functions of the Enterprise
(until such time as it starts to operate independently of the Secretariat). The
Enterprise is the organ through which the ISA carries out deep seabed activities
directly or through joint ventures.
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