
victims’ needs. The ICRC is neutral and remains detached from all political issues
related to conflict.

* By applying these principles strictly, the ICRC is able to act as an intermediary
between the parties to armed conflict and to promote dialogue in situations of
internal violence, with a view to finding solutions for matters of humanitarian
concern.

* Through its work, the ICRC helps to prevent the worsening of crises and even
at times to resolve them.

* The ICRC systematically reminds all military and civilian authorities directly
involved in armed conflict or internal violence of their obligations under
international humanitarian law and the other humanitarian rules by which they are
bound.

* The ICRC has the duty to remind all States of their collective obligation to
ensure respect for international humanitarian law.

* In all societies and cultures, the ICRC endeavours to promote international
humanitarian law and the fundamental human values underlying the law.

* As the founding member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, the ICRC directs and co-ordinates the international work of the
Movement’s components in connection with armed conflict and internal violence.

* The ICRC gives priority to co-operation with the National Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies and their Federation. It acts in consultation with all other
organizations involved in humanitarian work.
Finance. The ICRC relies for its financing on voluntary contributions from
signatories to the Geneva Conventions, supranational organizations such as the
European Union, and public and private sources. To obtain the necessary funding
the ICRC launches annual appeals.

In 2001 the ICRC maintained a permanent presence in 69 countries with a total
staff of around 11,000, and conducted operations in around 80 countries.

Headquarters: 19 Avenue de la Paix, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland.
Website: http://www.icrc.org
President: Jakob Kellenberger (Switzerland).

Further Reading
Moorehead, Caroline, Dunant’s Dream: War, Switzerland and the History of the Red Cross.

HarperCollins, London, 1998

MÉDECINS SANS FRONTIÈRES (MSF)
Origin. Médecins sans Frontières was established on 20 Dec. 1971 by a group of
French doctors. MSF has offices in 20 countries and provides emergency medical
assistance to more than 80 countries. 
Functions. MSF was the first non-military, non-governmental organization to
specialize in international humanitarian aid and emergency medical assistance. MSF
is dedicated to rectifying what it perceives as the shortcomings of international aid
agencies who, it believes, offer too little medical assistance and are overly reticent
in the face of legal and administrative obstacles. MSF works in countries where
health structures are insufficient, collaborating with authorities such as the Ministry
of Health to provide assistance. MSF works in rehabilitation of hospitals and
dispensaries, vaccination programmes and water and sanitation projects. MSF also
works in remote health care centres, slum areas and provides training of local
personnel with the objective of rebuilding health structures to acceptable levels.

Headquarters: MSF International Office, Rue de la Tourelle 39, B–1040 Brussels,
Belgium.
Website: http://www.msf.org
Secretary-General: Rafael Vilasan Juan.
President: Dr Morten Rostrup (Norway).
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