
WTO 

Organization. The Assembly of Parties attended by representatives of member 
governments meets every two years to consider policy and long-term aims, and 
matters of interest to members. Practical aspects of the system are dealt with at the 
annual Meeting of Signatories. There is a 27-member Board of Governors. 

Headquarters: 3400 International Drive, NW, Washington, D.C., 20008-3006, 
USA. 
Website: http://www.intelsat.int 
Director-General: Conny Kullman (Sweden). 

THE WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION 
Origin. Established in 1925 in The Hague as the International Union of Official 
Tourist Publicity Organizations. Renamed the International Union for Official 
Tourism Organizations after the Second World War when it moved to Geneva, it 
was renamed the World Tourism Organization in 1975 and moved its headquarters 
to Madrid the following year. 

The World Tourism Organization became an executing agency of the United 
Nations Development Programme in 1976 and in 1977 a formal co-operation 
agreement was signed with the UN itself. 
Aims. The World Tourism Organization exists to help nations throughout the world 
maximize the positive impacts of tourism, such as job creation, new infrastructure 
and foreign exchange earnings, while at the same time minimizing negative 
environmental or social impacts. 
Membership. The World Tourism Organization has three categories of membership: 
Full membership which is open to all sovereign states; associate membership which 
is open to all territories not responsible for their external relations; and affiliate 
membership which comprises a wide range of organizations and companies working 
either directly in travel and tourism or in related sectors. In 2001 the World Tourism 
Organization had 138 full members, six associate members and more than 350 
affiliate members. 
Organization. The General Assembly meets every two years to approve the budget 
and programme of work and to debate topics of vital importance to the tourism 
sector. The Executive Council is the governing board, responsible for ensuring that 
the organization carries out its work and keeps within its budget. The World 
Tourism Organization has six regional commissions-Africa, the Americas, East 
Asia and the Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and South Asia-which meet at least 
once a year. Specialized committees of World Tourism Organization members 
advise on management and programme content. 

Headquarters: Capitan Haya 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain. 
Website: http://www.world-tourism.org 
Secretary-General: Francesco Frangialli (France). 

Publications. Yearbook of Tourism Statistics (annual); Compendium of Tourism Statistics 
(annual); Travel and Tourism Barometer (3 per year); WTO News (4 per year); various others 
(about 100 a year). 

INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT 
ASSOCIATION (lATA) 

Founded in 1945 for inter-airline co-operation in promoting safe, reliable, secure and 
economical air services, lATA has over 230 members from more than 130 nations 
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