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obligations. The company is to take the Inmarsat name and the Organization is to 
use the acronym IMSO. In Oct. 1999 the Organization had 86 member Parties. 
Organization. The Assembly of all Parties to the Convention meets every 2 years. 
There is also a 22-member Council of representatives of national tele
communications administrations as well as an executive Directorate. 

Headquarters: 99 City Road, London, ECI Y lAX, UK. 
Director of the Secretariat, IMSO: Jerzy Vonau. 
Chief ExeclItive, Inmarsat Ltd: Michael Storey. 

INTERNATIONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE 

ORGANIZATION (lNTELSAT) 
Intelsat was founded in 1964 to own and operate the worldwide commercial satellite 
communications system. Costs are borne by members in proportion to their usage of 
the system. 19 Intelsat satellites in geosynchronous orbit provided a global 
communications service, including most of the world's overseas traffic in 1998. It 
has 143 member states. 

Objectil'es. To provide international telephone and TV services, a digital data 
transmission service (lntelnet), a business service (1BS) and domestic 
telecommunications services. 

Organization. The Assembly of Parties attended by representatives of member 
governments meets every 2 years to consider policy and long-term aims, and matters 
of interest to members. Practical aspects of the system are dealt with at the annual 
Meeting of Signatories. There is a 27-member Board of Governors. 

Headquarters: 3400 International Drive, NW, Washington, D.e., 20008-3006, 
USA. 
Website: http://www.intelsat.int 
Director-General: Irving Goldstein (USA). 

THE WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION 
(WTO) 

Origin. Established in 1925 in The Hague as the International Union of Official 
Tourist Publicity Organizations. Renamed the International Union for Official 
Tourism Organizations (lUOTO) after the Second World War when it moved to 
Geneva. IUOTO was renamed the World Tourism Organization (WTO) in 1975 and 
moved its headquarters to Madrid the following year. 

WTO became an executing agency of the United Nations Development 
Programme in 1976 and in 1977 a formal co-operation agreement was signed with 
the UN itself. 
Aims. The WTO exists to help nations throughout the world maximize the positive 
impacts of tourism, such as job creation, new infrastructure and foreign exchange 
earnings, while at the same time minimizing negative environmental or social 
impacts. 
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