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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
MIGRATION (IOM) 

Established in Brussels in 1951 to help solve European population and refugee 
problems though migration, and to stimulate the creation of new economic 
opportunities in countries lacking certain manpower. 10M is committed to the 
principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. 
Members. Albania, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, EI Salvador, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mali, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Slovak 
Republic, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, USA, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia. Some 48 
governments and a large number of government agencies and NGOs have observer 
status. 

Activities. As an intergovernmentaJ body, 10M acts with its partners in the 
international community to: assist in meeting the operation al challenges of migration; 
advance understanding of migration issues; encourage social and economic 
development through migration; work towards effective respect of human dignity and 
the wellbeing of migrants. Since 1952 the 10M has assisted over 10m. refugees and 
migrants. The operation al budget in 1997 was US$238·1 m. 

Headquarters: Route des Morillons 17, POB 71,1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland. 
Website: hup://www.iom.ch 
Director-General: James N. Purcell Jr (USA). 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RED CROSS (ICRC) 

Origin: Founded in Geneva in Feb. 1863. From its outset the ICRC saw that 
volunteers could act effectively on the battlefJeld, without risking rejection by officers 
and soldiers, only if they could be told apart from ordinary civilians by a distinctive 
emblem and were protected from fighting. 

Mission Statement: The ICRC acts to heIp all victims of war and internal violence, 
auempting to ensure implementation ofhumanitarian rules restricting armed violence. 

The ICRC's mission arises from the basic human desire, common to all 
civilizations, to lay down rules governing the use of force in war and to safeguard the 
dignity of the weak. With a mandate from the international community to help 
victims of war and internal violence and to promote compliance with international 
humanitarian law, the ICRC's activities are aimed at protecting and assisting the 
victims of armed conflict and internal violence so as to preserve their physical 
integrity and their dignity and to enable them to regain their autonomy as quickly as 
possible. 

* The ICRC is independent of all governments and international organizations. Its 
work is prompted by the desire to promote humane conduct and is guided by 
empathy for the victims. The ICRC is impartial: its only criterion for action is the 
victims' needs. The ICRC is neutral and remains detached from all political issues 
related to conflict. 
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