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ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION (APEC) 
Origin and Aims. APEC was founded in Nov. 1989 to devise programmes of 
co-operation between member nations, through the establishment of meetings of 
economic leaders, trade and foreign ministers. It was institutionalized in June 1992 
after a meeting in Bangkok, at which it was agreed to set up a secretariat in 
Singapore. APEC is now the primary vehicle for promoting open trade and practical 
economic co-operation in the region. Its goal is to advance Asia-Pacific economic 
dynamism and a sustained sense of common purpose and community. Its member 
economies had a combined GOP of over US$13 trillion in 1995. Following Peru's 
1997 entry into the Group, it had 19 member countries in Jan. 1998. 

Members. Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea (Republic of), Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, 
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and the USA. 

Activities. In the Seoul Declaration of 1991, APEC recognized 'the important contri
bution of the private sector to the dynamism of APEC economies', and ministers set 
forth a commitment to realize the goals of free and open trade and investment in the 
region. This was further strengthened by the first meeting of APEC economic 
leaders in 1993, and by the second meeting, in 1994, with the Declaration of 
Common Resolve, whereby it was agreed to achieve the goal of free and open trade 
and investment in the regIOn no later than 2010 for the industrialized economies, 
2020 for the developing economies. The Osaka Action Agenda, adopted by leaders 
in Osaka, Japan, in 1995, draws up a blueprint for implementing the commitment to 
this goa\. The Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA) is the culmination of these 
efforts. It was adopted at the Manila summit of Nov. 1996 and came into operation 
on I Jan. 1997. 

Headquarters: 438 Alexandra Road, Alexandra Point, Singapore 119958. 
Website: http://www.apec.org. 
Executive Director: Jack Whittleton (Canada). 

PACIFIC COMMUNITY 
Until Feb. 1998 known as the South Pacific Commission, this is a regional inter
governmental organization founded in 1947 under an Agreement commonly referred 
to as the Canberra Agreement. It is funded by assessed contributions from its 27 
members and by voluntary contributions from member and non-member countries, 
international organizations and other sources. 

Members. American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, France, French Polynesia, 
Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, 
Niue, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands. Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, UK, USA, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna. 

Functions. The Commission has 3 main areas of work: land resources, marine 
resources and social resources. It conducts research and provides technical assistance 
and training in these areas to its 22-member Pacific Island countries and territories of 
the Pacific. 

Organization. The South Pacific Conference is the governing body of the 
Community. Its key focus is to appoint the Director-General. to consider major 
national or regional policy issues and to note changes to the Financial and StafT 
Regulations approved by the CRGA, the Committee of Representatives of 
Governments and Administrations. It meets every 2 years. The CRGA meets once a 
year and is the principal decision-making organ of the Community. There is also a 
regional office in Fiji. 
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