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Members. Gennany, Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Russia, Poland. 

Aims. To help transfonn the fonner Communist countries into free-market economies 
to prepare them for closer relations with the EU, without duplicating the work of 
existing international organizations; to promote co-operation in areas of aid to new 
democratic institutions, economic development, humanitarian aid, energy and the 
environment, cultural programmes and education, transport and communication. 

The Council meets at ministerialle\'el once a year, chaired by rotating foreign min
isters (by the Environment Minister in the case of Finland). This session is the 
supreme decision-making body. Betv"een annual meetings the Committee of Senior 
Officials meets once a month. A number of action programmes have already been 
adopted. 

Headquarters: S-103 33 Stockholm, Sweden. 
Website: http://www.baltinfo.org. 
Director: Ewa Persson Goransson. 

BLACK SEA ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
GROUP (BSEC) 
Founded 1992 to promote economic co-operation in the region. Priority areas of 
interest include: transport and communications, energy, environmental protection, 
tourism, trade and industrial co-operation, agriculture and agro-industry, healthcare 
and phannaceutics, science and technology, finance administration. 

Members. Albania, Annenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, 
Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine. 

Observers. Austria, Egypt, Israel, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, Tunisia. 

There is a BSEC Business Council, and a Black Sea Trade and Development Bank 
was established in Thessalonika, Greece, in 1993, with a founding capital of 
US$300m. 

In May 1994, members met to try and create a mechanism for the solution of con
flicts in the region, under the auspices of the Group's Interparliamentary Legal and 
Political Affairs Committee. 

Headquarters: Istinye Cad. Musir Fuad Pasa Yalisi, Eski Tersane 80860, Istinye. 
Istanbul. Turkey. 

Secretary-General: Evgeni Kotovoy (Russia). 

DANUBE COMMISSION 
History and Membership. The Danube· Commission was constituted in 1949 accord
ing to the Convention on the regulation of shipping on the Danube signed in Belgrade 
on 18 Aug. 1948. The Belgrade Convention declared that navigation on the Danube 
from Ulm to the Black Sea (with acc.!ss to the sea through the Sulina ann and the 
Sui ina Canal) is equally free and open to the nationals, merchant shipping and mer
chandise of all states as to harbour and navigation fees as well as conditions of mer
chant navigation. The Commission holds annual sessions and is composed of I rep
resentative from each of its members countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Croatia, 
Gennany and Moldova have observer status. 

FUllctiolls. To ensure that the provisions of the Belgrade Convention are carried out; 
to establish a unifonn buoying system on all navigable waterways; to establish the 
basic regulations for navigation on the river and ensure facilities for shipping; to 
co-ordinate the regulations for river, o;ustoms and sanitation control as well as the 
hydrometeorological service; to collect relevant statistical data concerning naviga
tion on the Danube. 
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