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RWANDA 
History. From the 16th century to 1959 the Tutsi kingdom of Rwanda 
shared the history of Burundi (see p. 857). In 1959 an uprising of the Hutu 
destroyed the Tutsi feudal hierarchy and led to the departure of the Mwami 
Kigeri V. Elections and a referendum under the auspices of the United 
Nations in Sept. 1961 resulted in an overwhelming majority for the republican 
party, the Parmehutu (Parti du Mouvement de I'Emancipation du Bahutu), 
and the rejection of the institution of the Mwami. The republic proclaimed 
by the Parmehutu on 28 Jan. 1961 was recognized by the Belgian admini
stration (but not by the United Nations) in Oct. 1961. Internal self
government was granted on I Jan. 1962, and by decision of the General 
Assembly of the UN the Republic of Rwanda became independent on I July 
1962. An agreement, signed with Burundi under United Nations auspices 
at Addis Ababa. in April 1962, provides for a monetary and customs union. 

Area and Population. Rwanda lies betwcen lat. 1° and 3° S. and long. 29° 
and 31° E., with an area of 26,330 sq. km (10,166 sq. miles). The Nilc
Congo mountain divide (about 9,000 ft) and the Kirunga volcanoes (Mt. 
Karisimbi, 14,825 ft), rising steeply from Lake Kivu in the west, slope down 
first to a hilly central plateau (7,000-5,000 ft) and farther eastwards to a 
complex of marshy lakes in the upper reaches of the Kagera River. Rwanda 
is bounded in the south by Burundi, in the west by Lake Kivu and the Congo, 
in the north by Uganda and in the east by Tanganyika. 

The population, the densest in Africa outside the Nile delta, was estimated 
at 2·7m. in 1960 and is now probably 3m. There are 3 ethnic groups, 
the Tntsi (Nilotic), the Hutu (Bantu) and a few Twa (pygmoid). The Tutsi, 
traditionally the ruling caste and about 15% of the population, have greatly 
diminished in number since the troubles of 1959-61, as a result of which over 
140,000 took refuge in neighbouring territories. In Jan. 1964 several 
thousand Tutsi were massacred by the Hutu, and an exodus of 12,000 more 
Tutsi followed. There are some 1,200 Europeans and 750 Asians. 

Kigali, the capital, has a population of some 5,000, including about 250 
Europeans and 75 Asians. Butare (formerly Astrida), somewhat larger, is 
the seat of the High Court. Other centres are Gisenyi and Gyangngn on 
Lake Kivu, and Giterama. 

Government. Rwanda is a republic with an executive President as Head 
of State, assisted by a Council of9 Ministers. There is a Legislative Assembly 
of 44 members elected by universal suffrage for 4 years. 

Flag. Three equal vertical panels of red, yellow and green (left to right), 
the letter' R' in black superimposed on the centre panel. 

The administrative divisions are 10 prefectures (Kigali, Kibungo, Byumba, 
Ruhengeri, Gisenyi, Kibuye, Gita.rama, Gikongoro, Butare, Gyangugu) and 
144 communes. 

President of the Republic and Prime ~Minister: Gregoire Kayibanda 
(elected 26 Oct. 1961). 

Foreign Affairs: Lazare Mpakaniye. 

Religion. The population is predominantly Roman Catholic ; there is an 
archbishop (Kabgayi) and 2 bishops. The Ruanda. Mission of the Church 
Missionary Society have 4 stations. 

Education. There are some 260,000 pupils in the mission primary schools 
and a considerably smaller number in the state primary schools; 3 secondary 
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