
LETTER 16

HELOISE TO PETER THE VENERABLE*

To the most reverent lord and father Peter, the venerable abbot of Cluny, from Heloise, 
God’s humble servant and also his, the spirit of saving grace.

With a visitation of God’s mercy, we have received the favor of a visit from 
your excellency. We rejoice, most gracious father, and we glory in the 

fact that your greatness should have descended to our smallness. For a visit from 
you is a great glory even for the greatest. Others may know what a blessing your 
sublime presence has conferred upon them. As for myself, I cannot put into words, 
or even comprehend in thought, how beneficial and delightful your coming was 
to me. Our abbot and our lord, on November 16 (16 kal. Decembris) last year, 
you celebrated here a mass in which you commended us to the Holy Spirit. You 
nourished our spirits in chapter with a funeral oration of divine eloquence. You 
gave us the body of our master and so yielded to us the distinction belonging to 
Cluny.

To me also, whom, unworthy though I am of the name of servant, you in 
your sublime humility have not disdained to call sister in both writing and 
speech, you gave as a token of love and sincerity a certain rare privilege, that is, 
a tricennarium [thirty masses o7 ered on as many days in behalf of the dead] which 
the congregation of Cluny will o7 er for me when I am dead. You promised to 
con9 rm this gift with the supreme honor of your seal. Do this, then, brother or 
rather master, as you promised your sister or rather your servant. Please send me 
the other seal containing in plain words the absolution of our master, so that it 
may be hung above his tomb. And remember, for the love of God, our Astralabe 
and yours, and try to procure a prebend for him either from the bishop of Paris 
or from some other bishop.

Farewell. May the Lord keep you and sometimes grant us your presence.

* Translated from The Letters of Peter the Venerable, ed. Constable, 1.167, 400–402.
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