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The Scottish Nation at Empire’s End,
Bryan S. Glass

The British Empire was the largest and most powerful territorial unit ever
created. In every corner of the globe a traveller could find the Union Flag
flying above government buildings. However, two world wars and the rise of
indigenous nationalist movements throughout imperial territories severely
weakened Britain and forced a rapid decolonization effort in the 20-year
period after 1945. Britain lost its position as the world’s pre-eminent super-
power abroad as Scottish nationalism arose at home.

The rise of a powerful Scottish nationalism, which brought Britain face-
to-face with an independence referendum on 18 September, is perhaps the
most important legacy of the failed empire. The Scots had gained so much
from the British Empire since the mid-eighteenth century that its loss in the
1960s rocked the Scottish psyche. If the empire was still an effective force in
the world there would be no talk of independence. But despite the efforts of
historians and politicians to convince us that there was a powerful British

identity forged in the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries that can
still be relevant today, any such identity was based heavily on the shared
experience of empire. When the empire and all of its attendant benefits
spectacularly ended, so too did much of the Scottish enthusiasm for the
British political state.

The empire, after all, was one of the most important components of
modern-day Scotland and the identity of its people. From the Act of Union
in 1707, Scotland’s involvement in commerce, missionary activity, cultural
dissemination, emigration, and political action could not be dissociated
from British overseas endeavours. In fact, Scottish national pride was
closely linked with the benefits bestowed on this small nation through its
access to the empire. Before the mid-1960s, support for the Scottish
National Party (SNP) at Westminster elections was almost non-existent.
When the imperial component of their identity was undermined, voting
records show that many Scots responded by turning to an independence-
seeking nationalism.

By examining the opinions of Scots from numerous professional and
personal backgrounds during the era of decolonization, we are able to under-
stand how much the empire meant to them. With the empire, Britain offered
Scotland opportunity, prestige, and power on a global scale. When this outlet
closed it may well have ended Scottish interest in Britain, too, as this once-
proud imperial nation looks to reinvent itself on the global stage.

Bryan S. Glass is a Senior Lecturer in Modern British and British Imperial
History at Texas State University. In his first book, The Scottish Nation at
Empire’s End, Glass discusses how the rise and fall of the British Empire
profoundly shaped the history of modern Scotland and the identity of its
people.

Political Parties and the Concept of
Power, Danny Rye

Research on political organization is characterized by narrow, and usually
behavioural or hierarchical, approaches to power. However, theoretical debates
point to greater possibilities.We consider that power is concerned with agents;
how these powers are constituted is as significant as the actions and behaviour
of individuals. How are human goals formulated, articulated and obtained?We
are also concerned with the positive capacities invested in individuals and
collectives as much as the power some apparently possess over others.

A framework containing five ‘modes’ of power, accounting for its oper-
ation on different organizational levels, is proposed. These are: Individualis-
tic, Strategic, Bureaucratic, Constitutive and Disciplinary. They should not be
understood as parts of a holistic concept, but as a heuristic tool which supports
and guides an analysis of power centred on the experience of party life.

Individualistic power generally explicates the conflicts between individ-
uals and the resources they employ (the attempts of a ‘controversial’ MP to
secure patronage and a leadership struggle on a London Borough Council
serve to illustrate).

Strategic Power, however, recognizes the context of these confrontations.
Those positionally able to manipulate or reconfigure rules and processes can
effectively exclude or silence opponents. Reforms made to policy-making
and internal election procedures, and how informal authority gave way to
formal internal policing, illuminate how decision-making structures affect
opportunities to articulate goals or grievances.

Bureaucratic power emphasizes how the party’s administrative needs
often take precedence over other activity. It underlines an organizational
logic of centralization that engenders an impersonal machine-like control
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which structures the agents’ possibilities for action. This is exemplified by
central control over candidate selection, intra-party discipline and the expe-
rience of routine tasks like meetings and canvassing.

Constitutive power emphasizes the everyday practices and habits by
which structures and patterns of relations are reinforced and reproduced,
including the conduct of meetings, a nationally-centred and career-oriented
culture of party ‘activism’, as well as how training techniques can embed new
patterns of behaviour.

Finally, disciplinary power focuses on the ‘technical’ problems of polit-
ical organization and how their solution engenders detailed control and
surveillance. Examples of this could include the effects of campaign organi-
zation and of modern marketing techniques on candidates.

This diverse, eclectic approach undoubtedly generates potential episte-
mological and methodological difficulties. However, a flexible ontology is
argued for, accounting for both structure and agency, and an understanding of
power as a diverse heuristic tool.

As a case study, the transformation of the British Labour Party between
1985 and 1997 exemplifies party organizational change. The key forces at
work in the party’s transition from what was regarded as a party divided,
chaotic and apparently destined for oblivion to ‘New’ Labour, a slick and
disciplined electoral machine are explored. The reflections of senior party
figures and activists, along with archive and biographical material, are
employed to illuminate and elaborate the theory.

Danny Rye is Associate Lecturer in Politics and Policy at the Department of
Politics, Birkbeck College, University of London, UK. In Political Parties
and the Concept of PowerRye investigates the nature of the forces that make
members and representatives both loyal and beneficial to a contemporary
political party and asks whether power is more complex and nuanced than is
frequently assumed.

The State of Russia: What Comes Next?,
Maria Lipman and Nikolay Petrov

Following events in Ukraine in late 2013 and early 2014, the regime of
Vladimir Putin made sweeping political choices that will determine the
country’s development for many years to come. Post-2014, we are presented
with a very different Russia with a qualitatively different leader, different
elites and different citizens.

The regime has become ever more authoritarian and personalized. Today
Putin bears far greater resemblance to a monarch and his power is unchecked;
he, his inner circle, and the structures accountable directly to him have gained
additional authority. The balance of power among the political elites is now
significantly tilted in favor of the security and law-enforcement agencies that
continue to receive additional powers to control both businesses and the
public at large.

Additionally, the once peaceful decision-making process has taken on a
militaristic dynamic; power is now structured vertically, with Putin at the
apex. Critical decisions such as the 2014 annexation of Crimea and recent
countersanctions against western food imports are being made by a narrow
group of individuals with little, if any, prior deliberation or consideration of
possible consequences.

The ideological unobtrusiveness of the 2000s is being replaced by pro-
pagandist harshness and aggression, primarily directed at the west and its
‘agents’. This new ideology—combining great-power aspirations, isolation-
ism and quasi-traditionalism with the Soviet pattern of intolerance to dis-
sent—has been instrumental in building a nationwide consensus based on the
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broadest possible support for the leader and his “besieged fortress” regime.
The regime’s ideology requires no doctrine, and the administration itself does
not seek to deeply indoctrinate its subjects. It is however, concerned with
discrediting ideas and values that may cast doubt on the supreme value of the
state and the legitimacy of its leadership.

The transformation of 2014 did not just drastically narrow the range of
possible developmental trajectories for Russia, but also set the country on a
dead-end course of de-modernization that is dismantling the achievements of
post-Soviet development. Furthermore, theweakening of the higher courts and
expansion of extra-judicial persecution has undone years of efforts to
strengthen judicial independence, humanize the justice system and raise public
legal awareness. The virtual demolition of local governance deprives grass-
roots democracy of its base and expels the public from civic life. The adverse
effects on society are particularly strong as the Kremlin has steadily enhanced
the paternalistic, conservative and xenophobic mindset. Repairing the damage
and returning to the course of national modernization will be long and arduous.

Maria Lipman is an independent analyst. She has contributed to, and edited
several volumes dealing with Russian politics and culture, and published a
number of articles on the Russian media, politics and society.

Nikolay Petrov is Professor at Higher School of Economics, Moscow. He
has been the author or editor of numerous publications dealing with analysis
of Russia’s political regime, post-Soviet transformation and socioeconomic
and political development.

At a time when Russia’s offensive foreign policy has caught the world
unawares The State of Russia: What Comes Next offers a reassessment of the
West’s understanding of Russia and its president. Looking ahead to different
possible scenarios of the Russian future, it analyses the current shifts in the
Russian regime, traces the new trends in various spheres of Russian life, from
the economy and foreign policy to the society and ideology, and projects them
into the future.

The State of Russia: What Comes Next? Published by Palgrave Macmil-
lan June 2015.

Ethnic Politics, Regime Support and
Conflict in Central and Eastern Europe,
Julian Bernauer

Ethnicity and ethnic parties have often been portrayed as threats to political
stability. However, ethnicity’s role in politics is far more diverse than indicated
by serious incidents such as the 1990s Balkan Wars, peaked by the tragedy of
the Srebrenica massacre in July 1995. As the continuing struggle for peace and
democracy in countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovina or Kosovo demon-
strates, deep ethnic divisions do not easily heal despite well-meaning political-
institutional treatment. ‘Consociational’ arrangements, dictating the propor-
tional representation of ethnic groups in government—such as the rotating
presidency in Bosnia and Herzegovina shared between Bosniaks, Serbs and
Croats—are only viable given sufficient popular and elite support.

But in less extreme settings, the political inclusion of ethnic minority
groups has a more promising outlook. It can be argued that ‘ethnic politics’ is
not entirely distinct from the ubiquitous ‘party politics’ model, in that the
political modus operandi of minority group representatives certainly incor-
porates a desire to implement an agenda and to win office. Crucially however,
opportunities and incentives to achieve these goals in a peaceful manner are
needed. Hence, the organization of politics in heterogeneous societies does
not necessarily need to aim at overcoming ethnicity, but rather should look to
the descriptive representation of ethnic minority groups as a means to increase
regime support and reduce conflict.

Examining up to 130 ethnic groups and their parties in central and eastern
European democracies, we find some evidence that the factors influencing
their electoral success, and indeed, the extent to which they are represented in
parliament resemble many ‘mainstream’ parties’. Partisan-descriptive ethnic
minority representation in central and eastern Europe has the potential to
increase levels of satisfaction among members of respective minority groups
and reduce protest by—arguably, and hopefully—allowing for political com-
promise. However, as an important qualifier, these patterns of regime support

are not observed for all individuals (for instance, women may not benefit as
much from ethnically defined descriptive representation as men) and only
participation in the executive branch of government appears to reduce protest
activities such as demonstrations. The descriptive representation of ethnic
minorities in politics hence demonstrates some potential for the successful
integration of heterogeneous societies, but its role in ethnic conflict resolution
surely remains context-dependent and controversial.

Julian Bernauer is a Postdoctoral Researcher and Lecturer in Comparative
Politics at the University of Berne. In his book, Ethnic Politics, Regime
Support and Conflict in Central and Eastern Europe Bernauer analyses
explanations for and consequences of the descriptive representation of ethnic
minorities in central and eastern Europe via ethnic parties.

Ethnic Politics, Regime Support and Conflict in Central and Eastern
Europe. Published by Palgrave Macmillan Aug. 2015.

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of
Imperialism and Anti-imperialism,
Zak Cope

In today’s world, devastating conflicts rage across the countries of the global
South in the context of long drawn out economic stagnation and looming
global recession. Many people around the world are now questioning whether
the stated objectives of the richest and most powerful countries

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism and Anti-imperialism, Zak Cope 1009

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1057/978�-1�-349�-95839�-9&domain=pdf


involved—namely humanitarian interventionism and the responsibility to
protect—are not simply cover stories for their pursuit of commercial, indus-
trial, financial and military hegemony. In short, the word ‘imperialism’ is
becomingmore and more a part of the critical lexicon of those concerned with
international affairs.

We are nowmore than a century after the outbreak of the First WorldWar,
when economic crisis manifested by overproduction, falling rates of profit,
and declining mass consumption led to conflict over preferential trade agree-
ments, tariff barriers, trade routes, protected markets for investments and
manufactures, and raw materials sources. The First and Second World Wars
were at root based on a drive to colonialism by the leading capitalist powers as
a means of securing protected markets. Each occurred in the context of the
division of the entire world into core and peripheral capitalist nations within
an economic world-system dominated by the financial and industrial monop-
olies of western Europe and its offshoots.

An essay in thePalgrave Encyclopedia Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism
on German imperialism and social imperialism between 1871 and 1933
discusses the struggle waged by German monopoly capital to secure against
its competitors a dominant position in world markets by means of settler
colonialism, the export of capital, unequal exchange, the imposition of eco-
nomic dependency and, in some instances, the genocidal massacre of ‘back-
ward’ peoples. It reveals the extent to which the socialist left in Germany did
not seek to hinder the ascendance of German capital internationally but, on the
contrary, acquiesced in it in so far as labour was thereby guaranteed rising
wages and living standards. When, in the context of global depression, the
German bourgeoisie turned to fascism as the program of a flailing capitalist
elite which could not rule other than on an aggressive anti-labour and bellig-
erently imperialist platform, the socialists failed to turn against their erstwhile
allies. The essay thus elucidates many of the key problems facing the world
today, pointing towards a solution based on genuine labour internationalism,
and not the sectional interests of privileged classes and class fractions.

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism is a
brand new, two-volume publication that presents theoretical and historical
accounts of imperialism and anti-imperialism from the beginnings of the
capitalist world system in the sixteenth Century to the present day. Containing
over 170 entries written by an international team of experts and scholars
working in the field of imperialism and anti-imperialism, it provides in-depth
studies of imperialism’s roots, goals, tactics, and impact. The volume also
covers the rich tradition of anti-imperialism, its intellectuals, leaders, theories
and practices.

Dr Zak Cope obtained a PhD from the School of Politics, International
Studies and Philosophy at Queen’s University Belfast. He is the author of
Dimensions of Prejudice: Towards a Political Economy of Bigotry (2008) and
Divided World Divided Class: Global Political Economy and the Stratifica-
tion of Labour under Capitalism (2012 and 2014).

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism.
Published by Palgrave Macmillan Oct. 2015.

Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and
Venezuela: The Politics of Music in
Latin America, Hazel Marsh

In February 1992, a Venezuelan colonel called Hugo Chávez, together with
other officers from a movement that had formed within the military, led an
unsuccessful coup attempt against the country’s deeply unpopular govern-
ment. Two years later, on the day he was released from prison having served
time for his role in the failed coup, Colonel Chávez was asked by a journalist
if he had a message for the people of Venezuela. ‘Yes’, he announced, ‘Let
them listen to Alí Primera’s songs!’ Within 5 years, having formed a new
political organization and mounted a campaign rooted in these very songs,
Hugo Chávez was elected president of Venezuela with 56% of the vote. He
thus became the first head of state without links to the country’s establish-
ment parties in over 40 years.

But who was Alí Primera, and why did Chávez link his political move-
ment with his songs?

Born in 1942, Alí Primera became Venezuela’s best-known ‘protest’
singer. In his songs, Alí denounced the economic, cultural, political, racial
and environmental impact of the oil industry on his country. His music was
frequently prohibited, and his death in a car accident in 1985 was widely
rumoured to have been ordered by state officials to silence a ‘troublesome’
voice. Popularly seen as a martyr who died fighting for the poor and the
marginalized, Alí and his songs rapidly passed into the realm of myth, uniting
Venezuelans in their denunciations of political corruption, increasing poverty
levels and state oppression in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

By urging Venezuelans to listen to Alí’s songs, and by singing and
quoting from these songs and honouring Alí’s legacy, Chávez was able to
connect his government with the masses onwhose behalf Alí was seen to have
struggled and suffered. But state institutionalization of Alí’s legacy produced
competing power struggles over who was best placed to legitimately interpret
the songs ‘correctly’. Official support for Alí’s legacy endowed the songs
with new significance; in the Chávez period, the songs created a space where
political alternatives were not only imagined and shared, but also defended,
challenged and resisted by Venezuelans actively redefining their relation to
the state within a new social and political order.

Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and Venezuela: The Politics of Music in Latin
America has important implications not only for scholars of popular music
and Venezuelan political history, but also for readers seeking a better
understanding of the dynamic ways in which Chávez was able to success-
fully identify himself so closely with the poor and marginalized masses in
Venezuela, and they with him. In this book, which is part of the Palgrave
series on the history of subcultures and popular music, Hazel Marsh eluci-
dates the dynamic ways in which music and politics can intertwine in Latin
America.

Hazel Marsh is a lecturer in the school of Politics, Philosophy, Language and
Communication Studies, University of East Anglia. She has researched, and
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published on, popular music and the Mexican student movement, Venezuelan
cultural policy in the Chávez period, resistance music in Oaxaca, Mexico,
and representations of British Gypsies.

Hugo Chávez, Alí Primera and Venezuela: The Politics of Music in
Latin America. Published by Palgrave Macmillan 2016.

The International Politics of Human
Trafficking, Gillian Wylie

The ‘migration crisis’ of 2015–16 has cast European states into disarray,
with members at odds over how to respond. Should refugee rights prevail?
Will states agree to share the burden? Or is it imperative to stop people’s
movement in the name of national identity and security? In Europe’s
incoherent actions to date, elements of all these responses appear within
each member and across the Union. Prominently however, responses which
frame migrants as a security threat requiring exclusionary policies are on the
rise. The Hungarian border fence, NATO operations in the Mediterranean
and the EU–Turkey return deal being prime examples. Curiously, in seeking
to legitimize this ‘securitized’ response to the migration crisis, frequent
recourse is made to the language of combatting human trafficking. Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Orban refers to the fence as a means to mete out
‘punishment for human trafficking that will be so severe that it will be really
deserved by those who do business with the life and fate of others’ (NBC
News, 2015). Similarly, NATO naval vessels patrol to ‘crack down on
human trafficking and criminal networks fuelling the migration crisis’
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 2016). How has the concern to prevent human

trafficking, borne for many out of the desire to protect the human rights of
exploited people, become a means to justify the exclusion of migrants at
Europe’s borders?

This book seeks to answer this question by tracing the spectacular rise
over the last 20 years of human trafficking as an international political issue.
Before the 1990s interest in human trafficking was dormant but two decades
later it is an international cause celebre. The anti-trafficking UN Palermo
Protocol of 2000 spawned a host of new institutions, laws and policing
regimes around the world. Simultaneously, new anti-trafficking law in the
US gave the State Department a role in monitoring and judging all states
responses to the issue. Nowadays anti-trafficking local and global civil
society activism is rife and raucous, media depictions proliferate and even
celebrities take up the cause. All of this despite the consensus that statistical
claims about human trafficking are dubious.

The impetus behind all this activity can be traced to transnational advo-
cacy work by radical feminists and faith-based organizations, particularly in
relation to their concerns over sex trafficking in women and children. How-
ever, this book argues that the willingness of states to develop anti-trafficking
frameworks stems only partially from moral concerns and essentially from
their interests in enhancing border controls against the assumed threat of
transnational organised crime and finding means to discipline the transna-
tional mobility of people. Using the idea of a ‘norm lifecycle’, this book
argues that the creation and shape of this new global architecture is rooted in
the strange convergence of NGO advocacy with state’s interests in seeking to
manage the globalizing world.

Gillian Wylie is Assistant Professor of International Peace Studies in Trinity
College Dublin. Her research and teaching interests span human trafficking
and migration, international politics and gender issues as they relate to war
and peace.

The International Politics of Human Trafficking. Published by Pal-
grave Macmillan 2016.
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International Communism and the
Cult of the Individual, Kevin Morgan

Communism was one of the defining political movements of the twentieth
century. Viewed from different perspectives, it was at once a utopia, a system
of government, an apparatus of terror and an international political movement
stretching to almost every corner of the globe. It is also a movement hard to
visualize without calling to mind the leaders who personified it. Marx, Lenin,
Stalin, Mao—their images were ubiquitous and could be found on banners,
posters, medals and on plinths in a thousand public squares. Communists
themselves came to refer to this as the cult of the individual, or the cult of
personality. The phrase has since come into general parlance and encapsulates
the paradox of an age of mass politics that was crystallized in the figure of the
leader.

It is said that no individual has had more books written about him than
Stalin. Here was a cult that can be set alongside Hitler’s or Mussolini’s, and
together they can tell us much about the cult of power in Europe’s age of
extremes. There were, however, some basic differences. Above all, what was
distinctive about communism was its international character. Fascism was
driven by nationalism, and its leader cults provided a symbolic centre around
which states or nations mobilized. Communism, on the other hand, was a
movement of such scope, cohesion and ambition internationally that it can
only be likened to the world’s great religions. It was not just that Lenin, Stalin
and the others were found on banners the world over. Within each communist
party there were also lower-level cults of the individuals who in each country
incarnated the cause that communists stood for.

The fascination of a transnational study is that it therefore means explor-
ing how common practices and ideals found expression in disparate historical
circumstances. It takes us to the great symbolic centres of communist power,
like Lenin’s Red Square mausoleum in Russia and China’s Tiananmen
Square. But it also takes us to the Spanish civil war, the French resistance,

the gaols of Hitler and Mussolini, and to revolts against dictators in Latin
America. As well as party leaders, it introduces us to the figures of the orator,
the tribune, the martyr and the ‘writer in arms’—and to the ways in which they
were represented in film, on canvas, in poetry and musical tributes, and in the
communists’ predilection for hagiography (that is to say, unduly reverent
biographical depictions). It is therefore also the story of Picasso, Brecht,
Prokofiev and Neruda, as well as the political leaders whom they celebrated.

Lenin and Stalin may in many ways seem like figures from a bygone age.
Nevertheless, in an era of Trump and Putin, it is difficult to see that the politics
of personality have lost their relevance. At the same time, the commemoration
of a figure like Nelson Mandela reminds us of the higher ideals that a
particular individual may still come to symbolize. Exploring the communist
politics of personality not only means seeking to unravel one of the truly
intriguing phenomena of twentieth-century politics. It also confronts us with
far more basic issues concerning the use and abuse of political power.

Kevin Morgan is Professor of Politics and Contemporary History at the
University of Manchester, UK. He has published extensively on the history
of the communist movement including the three volumes of his Bolshevism
and the British Left (2006–13). He is a founding editor of the journal
Twentieth Century Communism.

International Communism and the Cult of the Individual. Published
by Palgrave Macmillan 2016.

The Russian Challenge to the European
Security Environment, Roger Kanet

Themost recent of a series of Palgrave publications on Russian foreign policy
edited or coedited by Roger E. Kanet, The Russian Challenge to the European
Security Environment, brings together a group of established scholars from
Russia and the West. They trace the deterioration of East-West relations and
Russia’s growing challenge to the European security order in place for the
past quarter century. Although the story that the authors tell of these changing
relations varies somewhat, it generally departs from the dominant Western
narrative in distributing the blame for the deterioration on both the West and
Russia. During the 1990s, when Russia was attempting to adjust to its new
and reduced post-Soviet status and seemed willing to join with the West, the
Europe and the USA generally ignored Russia’s interests and expanded their
own involvement into what had been the Soviet sphere of domination. This
expansionist approach culminated in the middle of the 2000s with the exten-
sion of both NATO and the EU into Central Europe and the Baltic region and
with Western support for the ‘colour revolutions’ against Moscow’s allies in
Kyiv, Tbilisi, and Bishkek.

Although Russian policy toward the West had already begun to shift by
the mid-1990s, it was not until Vladimir Putin became president and, most
clearly, after the Bush Administration’s largely unilateral invasion of Iraq and
the challenge of the ‘colour revolutions’, that Moscow decided that the
achievement of its objectives on the basis of cooperation with the West was
impossible. The result has been a growing challenge to the dominant position
of the West, both in Central and Eastern Europe and globally, as Russia has
pursued the goal of reestablishing its position as the preeminent regional
power and a top global actor.

The analyses that comprise the book begin with a focus on the growing
Russian normative challenge to the existing Western-dominated world order
and the fundamental incompatibility of emerging Russian policy objectives
with those of the West. Russia has used both its dominant economic position
in post-Soviet space and coercive diplomacy in its effort to thwart Western
incursions into its ‘sphere of influence’ and to reestablish its position as the
dominant regional power.

Russian interventions in both Ukraine and in Syria have been the most
recent examples of the growing Russian–Western confrontation. The EU’s
Eastern neighbourhood policy challenged Russia’s plans for a new Eurasia
centered on Moscow and the latter moved to stop it. The result was Russian
support for Russophone secessionists in Ukraine andMoscow’s absorption of
Ukrainian territory in Crimea—both policies widely supported by an increas-
ingly nationalistic Russian population.
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To briefly summarise, Russian relations with the West since the demise of
the USSR beganwith a period of possible collaboration, but a period when the
West took advantage of Moscow’s weakness. This played to the advantage of
nationalistic forces in Russia, headed by Vladimir Putin, who are committed
to reestablishing Russia’s greatness, regardless of the negative impact on
relations with the West. The result is the confrontation that we witness today.

Roger E. Kanet is Professor of Political Science at the University of Miami.
His most recent publications include a number of titles published by Palgrave
Macmillan, including; Power, Politics and Confrontation in Eurasia: For-
eign Policy in a Contested Area, 2015; Russia, Eurasian Integration and the
New Geopolitics of Energy, 2015.

The Russian Challenge to the European Security Environment.
Published by Palgrave Macmillan 2017.

Social Media and Political
Accountability, Andrea Ceron

Verbal fights between supporters of rival parties often make us consider the
Web as an environment that promotes negativity. Nor are politicians them-
selves exempt from ‘gaffes’ when they act impulsively, revealing their real
feelings.

Indeed, social media can encourage such impulsive behaviour but it also
represents an opportunity to foster transparency. As politicians start using
social media to express their thoughts, they can be held accountable by their
principals (that is to say, subjects fromwhom power is derived, such as voters,
party activists, party leaders and interest groups), whether such preferences

are sincere or expressed for purely strategic purposes. As a result, account-
ability and transparency can increase accordingly.

The purpose of my book, Social Media and Political Accountability, is to
analyze a number of key episodes concerning the relationship between
politics and social media in Italy. This is done by means of automated text
analysis (whereby word frequencies across different texts are compared so as
to extract the positions of various political actors) and supervised sentiment
analysis (a method of opinion-mining from social media conversations by a
mix of manual analysis and automated analysis deriving from machine
learning). For instance, it investigates the endorsements made by centre-left
politicians during their primary election of 2012, the effect of social media
pressure on the selection of the Head of State in 2013 and the formation of the
Letta and Renzi cabinets in 2013 and 2014, as well as several recent public
policies.

The results highlight an overall lack of responsiveness toward the will of
social media users when these are conceived as a stand-alone ‘competing
principal’. The behaviour of politicians seems barely affected by online pressure.

However, social media does play a role. Firstly, although politicians are
not necessarily responsive toward the requests of their followers, by declaring
online their political views politicians become exposed to citizens’ control:
social media users will underline and criticize any U-turn, as the analysis of
the ‘civil union bill’ debate has demonstrated.

Secondly, social networking sites can help a party’s leadership to control
the behaviour of its MPs by requesting them to display public loyalty online
and by checking which MP has expressed dissent, then punishing or reward-
ing them in light of their visible online behaviour.

The book’s main finding is that analyzing politicians’ tweets gives crucial
information about the occurrence of party splits and about politicians’ careers
and the formation of governments. To cite just one example, the language
adopted by Democratic Party politicians who eventually became ministers or
junior ministers in the Renzi cabinet was significantly similar to the language
used by the party’s official Twitter account if compared to the language of
politicians who did not get a career advancement.
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Rather than restraining intraparty democracy, social networking sites
therefore provide backbenchers with the opportunity to build their reputa-
tions, in terms of showing loyalty towards the leadership or expressing dissent
to boost their popularity among rank-and-file members.

Summing up, even if social media are not becoming a new principal that
politicians must satisfy, this does not imply that they are unable to bridge the
gap between citizens and political elites. On the contrary, as long as social
media increase politicians’ incentives to respond to traditional principals,
including party leaders, party activists and voters, they can contribute to
making the gears of the political system more transparent. Likewise, by
strengthening the chain of responsiveness that goes from voters to govern-
ments, social media can therefore reinforce the process of representative
democracy.

Andrea Ceron is Assistant Professor at Università degli Studi di Milano, Italy,
and co-founder of Voices from the Blogs Ltd, a University spin-off that
analyzes social media. He has published articles in the British Journal of
Political Science, European Journal of Political Research, Journal of
Computer-Mediated Communication, New Media & Society, Information
Sciences, and Party Politics.

Social Media and Political Accountability. Published by Palgrave
Macmillan 2017.

Organizing Democracy: Reflections on
the Rise of Political Organizations in
the Nineteenth Century, Maartje Janse
and Henk te Velde

In Organizing Democracy: Reflections on the Rise of Political Organizations
in the Nineteenth Century Maartje Janse and Henk te Velde bring together a
group of scholars (most of them political historians) to reflect on a phenom-
enon that is too often taken for granted: political organizing.

The chapters of this book cover a wide range of case studies, from British
petition campaigns to radical organizations in NewYork. Legal scholar Kevin
Butterfield analyses the legal protection of membership rights in the early
United States, while Nicolas Roussellier reappraises the ‘failure’ of political
parties in Republican France. Together, the contributors explore the new types
of political organization that emerged in Western Europe and the United
States during the nineteenth century, from popular meetings to single-issue
organizations and political parties.

The development of political organization has often been described as a
movement towards democratic representation or political institutionalization.
This book challenges the idea that the development of ‘democracy’ is a story
of rise and progress at all. It is rather a story of continuous but never
completely satisfying attempts at interpreting the rule of the people. Taking
the perspective of nineteenth-century organizers as its point of departure, the
authors show that contemporaries hardly distinguished between petitioning,
meeting and association. The attraction of organizing was that it promised
representation, accountability and popular participation. Only in the twentieth
century did parties become reliable partners for the state in its ambitions to
avert revolution, manage the unpredictable effects of universal suffrage, and
reform society. This book analyzes the parties in their earliest stages, as just
one type of civil society organization that did not differ much from other
types. The promise of organization, and the experiments that resulted from it,
deeply impacted modern politics.

This is the first volume of a new book series: Palgrave Studies in Political
History—edited by Maartje Janse and Henk te Velde along with Hagen
Schulz-Forberg (Aarhus)—which sets out to offer transnational accounts of
new political history that connect institutional history with popular history.

Maartje Janse and Prof. Henk te Velde both lecture on Dutch history at Leiden
University, Netherlands. Their most recent publications include books and
articles such as: Passion and Reason: Modern Parliaments in the Low Coun-
tries, 2016; ‘Holland as a little England’? British Anti-slavery Missionaries
and Continental Abolitionist Movements in theMid Nineteenth Century, 2015.

Organizing Democracy: Reflections on the Rise of Political Organi-
zations in the Nineteenth Century. Published by Palgrave
Macmillan 2017.

Varieties of Capitalism in Asia, David
Hundt and Jitendra Uttam

The main claim of this book is that the social origins of capitalism matter.
Previous studies of capitalism in Asia have paid little attention to contestation
over the goals of capitalist development, and variation in the policies used to
promote capitalism. This book, by contrast, maintains that ‘social
embeddedness’ has been a precondition for the formation of strong and
effective interventionist states in Asia. The most successful and stable capi-
talist economies have been typified by comparatively high degrees of social
embeddedness, by which we simply mean that states are firmly rooted in
society. Political leaders design economic policy so that it benefits more than
just themselves, and to some degree they are accountable to society. The least
successful and most unstable, meanwhile, have tended to have comparatively
lower levels of embeddedness. These societies are the ones where leaders
have generally sought to exploit their citizens, and the benefits of economic
policy tend to be accumulated by a narrow segment of society.

A common challenge for Asian states has been to manage the transition
away from agrarian-based economies to genuinely capitalistic systems. A key
enabling mechanism in this is the embedding of capitalism in society. The
broader the social base of capitalism, the better the system is likely to perform.
Conversely, capitalist systemswith narrow or shallow social bases run the risk
of instability and weak legitimacy.
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There is, however, substantial variety within Asian capitalism too. The
book compares states that underwent broadly similar processes in similar
periods of time, but with different results. Japan stands alone as the ‘first
generation’ of Asian capitalism, having begun its concerted push for capitalist
development soon after the Second World War. Japan has also been instru-
mental in spearheading industrialisation across the region. A series of care-
fully orchestrated structural shifts has resulted in Asia becoming the ‘factory
of the world’. Initially based on labour, then capital, and finally knowledge
intensity, this system created regional ‘followers’ in the 1960s. Korea and
Taiwan, and Singapore and Hong Kong, make up the ‘second generation’ of
Asian capitalism. Malaysia, Thailand, India and China became the third
generation in the 1970s and 1980s. Under pressure from domestic wage
increases, Northeast Asian economies looked for opportunities to relocate
their labour-intensive, mass-manufacturing industries to the second-tier pro-
ducers in other parts of Asia. The meeting of Northeast Asia’s capital,
expertise and proven manufacturing technology on the one hand, and the
readily available cheap labour in other Asian societies on the other, enabled a
distinct model of capitalism to spread across the region.

Social embeddedness, this book shows, is essential to the survival of
capitalism. A mass-participatory economy provides a higher degree of social
embeddedness, which enables capitalism to flourish. Higher levels of partic-
ipation have a positive impact on the size of markets and levels of investment.
Corporate profits will increase if there is a bigger consuming class and a wider
network of investors. In short, the experience of capitalism in Asia illustrates
that leaders have a substantial interest in getting as many people as possible to
buy into capitalism.

David Hundt is a Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Deakin
University, in Melbourne, Australia. His most recent publications include
articles such as: Public opinion, social cohesion and the politics of immigra-
tion in South Korea, 2016; Democracy, governance and political parties in
India: an introduction, 2016; Neoliberalism, the developmental state and
civil society in Korea, 2015.

Jitendra Uttam is an Assistant Professor in Korean Studies at India’s
Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi. His recent publications include
The Political Economy of Korea: Transition, Transformation and Turn-
around, 2014.
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