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                                    Abstract
Much of life in the Middle Ages is no more explicable than contemporary society. Issues of fate and chance appear to dominate daily life in the medieval period and questions around cause and effect flounder on the shoals of coincidence and luck. The wheel of fortune continued to turn and the literary demon Titivillus recorded every event and every word while maintaining comprehensive records for the day of judgement. Beneath the shifting sands of fate and fortune were ideas of order, divine will, religious conviction, and practice. Fear and anxiety were not allayed by the church and this book has argued that metahistorical explanations cannot suffice. Churches and religious houses were in fact only one facet of religious beliefs and practices in medieval Europe.
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