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THE DISTILLERY

Indication Target/marker/pathway
Cancer

Hematologic Serine/threonine kinase
malignancies 4 (STK4); yes-associated

protein 1 (YAP1)

Summary Licensing status

In vitro and mouse studies suggest inhibiting
STK4 could help treat hematological
malignancies, which often have downregulated
expression of the proapoptotic protein YAP1. In
multiple myeloma (MM) cells, lentiviral delivery
of YAPI restored YAP1-mediated apoptotic
pathways and induced cancer cell death. In

mice injected with human MM cells, shRNA
knockdown of STK4 restored YAP1 expression
and prevented tumor growth, whereas scrambled
shRNA resulted in the development of tumors.
Next steps include designing STK4 inhibitors.
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Patent application
filed; available for
licensing
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