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THE DISTILLERY

Indication Target/marker/pathway
Cancer

Colorectal Pre-mRNA processing
cancer factor 6 (PRPF6)

Summary Licensing status

Mouse and cell culture studies suggest inhibiting  Patent and licensing
PRPF6 signaling could help treat colon cancer. status undisclosed
In 10 of 11 human colon cancer cell lines with

high PRPF6 protein levels, PRPF6-targeting

siRNA decreased growth compared with

nontargeting siRNA. In a mouse xenograft model

of established colon cancers with high PRPF6

levels, PRPF6-targeting siRNA induced tumor

shrinkage and decreased tumor growth compared

with nontargeted shRNA. Transcriptome analysis

showed that inhibiting PRPF6 signaling alters

alternative splicing of multiple genes, including

an oncogenic sterile o-motif and leucine zipper

containing kinase AZK (ZAK) kinase isoform.

Researchers did not disclose next steps, which

could include screening for pharmacological

inhibitors of PRPF6.
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