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Neurology

Narcolepsy GABAB receptor Mouse studies suggest specific GABAB receptor 
agonists could help treat narcolepsy. In multiple 
mouse models of narcolepsy, the GABAB receptor 
agonist R-baclofen normalized non–rapid eye 
movement sleep and promoted and consolidated 
sleep during light periods. It also decreased 
time spent in cataplexy compared with the 
narcolepsy drug Xyrem sodium oxybate. Next 
steps could include investigating R-baclofen-based 
therapeutics for narcolepsy. 
Jazz Pharmaceuticals plc markets Xyrem.  
Baclofen is a generic drug used to treat spasticity.
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