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Markers

Creatine riboside and 
N-acetylneuraminic acid 
(NANA) levels in urine as 
biomarkers of non–small 
cell lung cancer (NSCLC) 

Patient studies suggest creatine riboside and NANA levels in 
urine could help diagnose or predict prognosis in NSCLC. In 
urine samples from 469 patients with NSCLC and 536 healthy 
individuals, creatine riboside and NANA were elevated in patient 
samples, with higher levels associated with worse prognosis. 
Results were validated in urine samples from an additional 
cohort of 158 recently diagnosed patients with NSCLC. Next 
steps include validating the biomarkers in prospective studies in 
additional patients with lung cancer.
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