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Summary

Mouse studies suggest enhancing IL-35-producing B cell
activity could help treat autoimmunity, whereas blocking
production could help treat infections. In a mouse
experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis (EAE)
model, B cell-specific knockout of the genes required for
IL-35 production exacerbated disease and autoreactive

T cell activity. In mice with IL-35-deficient B cells,
bacterial clearance following primary and secondary
challenge with Salmonella enterica was enhanced and
survival was extended because of an accumulation of
macrophages and an increase in inflammatory T cell
activity. Next steps could include identifying therapeutics
that modulate B cell production of IL-35.
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