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Cerebrospinal fluid 
(CSF) levels of soluble 
CD19 to detect CNS 
disease in patients with 
lymphoma

Human sample studies suggest measuring soluble CD19 in CSF could be 
used to detect CNS disease in lymphoma patients and to aid prognosis 
and guide treatment. In CSF samples from 91 patients with diffuse large 
B cell lymphoma (DLBCL) and 22 with Burkitt lymphoma, high levels 
of soluble CD19 were found in patients with overt CNS disease that was 
either detectable by the presence of lymphoma cells in flow cytometry 
analysis or by suspicious neurological symptoms. In the samples, high 
soluble CD19 levels were associated with shorter event-free and overall 
survival. Next steps include improving the accessibility of the method.
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