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Cancer

Hepatocellular 
carcinoma 
(HCC)

Spleen tyrosine kinase 
(SYK)

Primary tumor studies suggest measuring levels 
of two SYK isoforms could help predict treatment 
outcomes in patients with HCC. In 152 primary 
HCC tumors, levels of full-length SYK were 
lower and levels of a short SYK isoform were 
higher than those in surrounding normal tissue 
or liver tissue from healthy subjects. In patients 
with HCC tumors, overall survival and time to 
recurrence after surgical resection correlated 
positively with tumor levels of full-length SYK 
and correlated negatively with tumor levels of 
the short SYK isoform. Planned studies include 
validating both SYK isoforms as prognostic 
markers in a larger cohort of patients with HCC.
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